WINDY CITY TIMES

Nov. 6, 2013

18

A SPECIAL
WEDDING FEATURE
FOR 2013/14

WINDY CITY

TIMES

Gay and Lesbian

Wedding Guide

‘Happy, happy, gay, gay’ website
lets LGBTQs mark milestones
By GRETCHEN RACHEL BLICKENSDERFER
When Springfield clears the way for same-sex
marriage in Illinois, LGBTQ couples can collect
their marriage licenses and plan the moment
that they exchange vows and celebrate their
love. Their friends and family members may want
to buy a congratulatory card—but from where?
That’s the dilemma Emily Belden faced when her
longtime friend, Lucas, married his partner 72
hours after the Supreme Court struck down the
Defense of Marriage Act.
Although stores like Hallmark started to carry
gay-themed cards in 2008, Belden found nothing suitable at her local outlets. She had known
Lucas since she was 5. They played soccer and
rode their bikes to school together. She watched
him suffer through and eventually overcome the

torment of vicious bullying from his classmates.
She was not going to celebrate his wedding
without something to mark the occasion.
Instead, the 27-year-old Belden, who will be
publishing a book this coming February, decided
to put her creative abilities to the test and designed her own card. Her concepts led to the
birth of a website specializing in same-sex sentiments for every occasion. “I had all these different ideas,” Belden remembered. “I sat at the
computer and one card turned into 10. Then 10
turned into e-commerce.”
At happyhappygaygay.com, visitors can select from a variety of cards that do away with
straightforward, poetic sentiment in favor of unconventional pearls of the fabulous ranging from
recognition for someone who is coming ‘out like
a light bulb’ to congratulations for a day that

Emily Belden of happyhappygaygay.com.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Blickensderfer

began with love, then marriage, then ‘a Donna
Summer mega-mix at the reception.’ People can
send a gay best friend a thank you ‘for being
weird with me’ or celebrate the idea that ‘two
parents who know how to decorate a nursery are
better than one.’
The selected image is emailed over as a link
either for the customer to print or to send as an
e-card. Since Belden handles both the art direction and the writing of the cards, she has very
little overhead beyond the maintenance of the
website. She, therefore, decided that a portion
of the five dollar cost for each card should go to
charities like the Trevor Project, a national organization providing 24 hour crisis intervention
and suicide prevention to LGTBQ youth.
Once again, Lucas served as Belden’s inspiration. Looking back on their friendship, she realized that, for LGBT people, life is not always
‘happyhappygaygay.’ “When we were growing up,
every 12 year old boy would say the nastiest
things to him at school,” Belden said. “It happened every day, and it got to the point that
he was counting on it.” Although noting with
pride that, despite the obstacles he faced, Lucas
Turn to page 19
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A selection of cards available at www.happyhappygaygay.com.

was able to make a success of his life, Belden is
grateful that organizations like The Trevor Project exist today to help bullied kids. “It’s not a
way for anyone to have to grow up. Lucas could
very easily have been Trevor,” she said.
Despite having no advertising budget and relying solely upon social media and word of mouth,
the response to happyhappygaygay.com surpassed Belden’s wildest dreams. Within an hour
of the site going live, her first customer was an
order from Mexico. Belden sent the customer a
thank-you email to which he replied, “I’ve been
waiting my whole life for something like this.”
Since then, Belden has heard from people all
over the country and world. A boutique store
in Minneapolis contacted her about carrying the
cards. She has also received special requests for
cards marking everything from adoptions to bar
mitzvahs. Belden handles them on a one-on-one
basis. “Now that I’m learning what the demand
is, I’m amazed,” She said. “It’s more than just
gay marriage, its milestones.”
Still, Belden pointed out that there are a few
people who hate what she is doing. The Jesuit
college she attended omitted her from its alumni bulletins and, when her website was featured
in Crain’s Chicago Business, one commentator
called it a “sick, sick concept.” But the more
overwhelming messages of support Belden received empowered her to take the idea as far as
it can go. “I have no words for the anti-marriage
people,” She said. “They have a level of intolerance that I cannot grasp. Love should not be
regulated.”
As for Lucas, he will soon be standing as a
Bridesman when Belden marries her fiancé and
she said she could care less if people think it
‘looks weird.’ She believes it is just a matter of
time before gay marriage becomes legal nationwide. Much like the success of happyhappygaygay and the upbeat choices the site offers people celebrating the marriage of an LGBT couple,
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For every detail...for every memory.

Make your wedding dreams come true at
Unity Lutheran Church, Balmoral at Magnolia, Andersonville.
Same-gender and opposite-gender weddings.
Multi-cultural, LGBTQ friendly,
community involved congregation.
Call 773-878-4747
Pastor Fred Kinsey ~ Associate Pastor John Roberts
unitylutheranchicago.org
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‘Lawfully Wedded Husband’ traces
couple’s journey to the altar
By CHARLSIE DEWEY
The gay-marriage landscape has changed drastically
from when Joel Derfner first became engaged and began writing his newest book, Lawfully Wedded Husband: How Gay Marriage Will Save the American Family.
Still, he said, until all 50 states allow same-sex marriage, the book will find readers who can relate as well
as many who can share in the stories he tells because
they’ve had a similar experience getting to the alter.
In addition to tracing the changing political landscape around gay marriage the book also looks at the
many other questions that Derfner contemplated along
the journey.
“It’s probably half-memoir and half, call it, exploration,” he said. “Marriage is essentially the spine of the
book, but there are a lot of things I talk about whose
relationship to marriage isn’t immediately clear. There
is a chapter in which I spend a lot of time talking
about racism in the gay community, which I think is a
serious and incredibly disappointing problem.”
The book also includes an account of Derfner’s experience of having his future in-laws move in so that
his partner’s father could die in their home as well as
Derfner’s experience on the reality show Girls Who Like
Boys Who Like Boys.
“Basically, my boyfriend said, ‘Hey could my parents
move in so my dad can die in your office?’ What, I’m
going to say, no?” he said, pointing out that that is
what marriage is about.
Derfner explores the difference of having to have, essentially, two weddings. The couple legally married in
Iowa, but held their reception in New York.
“I really was very upset about the idea of these two
weddings and what I came to was the realization that
a wedding really is two things and for straight people
those things can be combined into one,” he said. “You
have a ceremony, you get your friends together, you
say your vows and then you sign a piece of paper.
“For us, because New York at the time didn’t have
marriage equality, those two things had to be separated. So I think one thing that is interesting in the
book is people talking about how marriage is two different things, there is an emotional side to it and a
legal side to it, and those have two sets of different
ramifications.”

Author Joel Derfner
The importance of being able to become a family is
another topic Derfner broaches in the book.
“America in the 21st century, the only way to become
a family is to marry, and by forbidding us to marry what
they really want is to forbid us from forming families,
and eventually the right to marry will force the country
to admit that we can make families and that we are
families,” he said.
Derfner said that marriage hasn’t changed the way he
feels when he and his husband are at home, but when
they are out in the world it does.
“I talk a little in the book about how what I came
to was an understanding that marriage isn’t about the
relationship between two people; it’s about the relationship between a couple and society,” he said.
He noted that it was nice to be writing the book as
more and more states were allowing marriage equality.
“I feel like once Massachusetts gained marriage
equality in 2004 the battle was over,” he said. “We’d
won and it was just sort of a question of it playing
itself out in all the states and in the government. We
are going to have full marriage equality in this country
in my lifetime. In an odd way it felt good to be writing
a book about being on the winning side.”

Out jewelry designer at Nov. 8 launch
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY in-home or at our Wrigleyville location.
Call 312-404-3053 or visit www.chicagohairextensionssalon.com
to schedule your appointment with Jordan, hair extension expert w/20 years experience.
LGBT owner
catering specifically
to LGBT clients

MONOGRAMED GLASSES

CANDLES SPEAKER GIFTS
HEART SHAPED TINS

For Your Wedding Day
STRESS BALLS

BALLOONS

OFFICIARY GIFTS

SAVE THE DATE NOTICES BOXES

GIFTS FOR YOUR WEDDING PARTY
www.totalpromote.com

Contact: David L. Strzepek
David@totalpromote.com
Phone:773-505-7794

Openly gay jewelry designer Rony Tennenbaum
has launched a line at Sparkles Fine Jewelry,
5405 N. Clark St.
Sparkles will host a chance to see Tennenbaum’s jewelry collection Friday, Nov. 8, 6-8
p.m.
Tennenbaum, who has 25 years experience in
jewelry manufacturing, launched his same-sex
couples engagement, wedding and anniversary
ring company in 2008 after recognizing the
need for LGBT wedding jewelry that went beyond rainbows and triangles.
Tennenbaum also acts as consultant to both
retailers and same sex-couple on what he calls
“The New Etiquette of the Rainbow in LGBT Engagement and Marriage.”
See www.RonyTennenbaum.com.

aChurch4Me MCC, 1545 W. Morse Ave, Overdier Hall, in Rogers Park
Sunday w orship celebration at 11 am - Weddings anytime!
773-951-4862 w w w .achurch4me.org
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to personalize the wedding, finalizing the music and planning for transportation.
Coveney Smith also provides helpful tips specifically for transgender brides and grooms and acknowledges that despite using “lesbian,” “brides,” “LGBT” and “same-sex,” she has tried to make the book
inclusive.
A couple of the tips provided early on in the book specifically for transgender individuals include a
note on which states have laws banning discrimination based on sexual orientation but that do not
explicitly include gender identity, and a tip on coming out as transgender to vendors.
Coveney Smith does not sugarcoat the possibility of running into a homophobic vendor or someone
who might actually mean well, but doesn’t come across that way, and highlights some of the examples
she’s witnessed.
“I need to be honest and let you know that there’s a

By CHARLSIE DEWEY
With same-sex marriage on the fast track, wedding planner Bernadette Coveney Smith has put her many years of
same-sex wedding planning experience into a useful guide
for lesbian couples headed to the alter.
The Lesbian Couple’s Guide to Wedding Planning is the
first wedding-planning book to focus specifically on the
needs of lesbian couples.
As Coveney Smith, who is a married lesbian herself,
notes in the book’s introduction, “Having worked with
hundreds of lesbian couples, I’ve realized that we have
our own needs, our own agendas, our own music—and our
own wedding tastes and concepts.”
Even with all the lesbian weddings that have taken place
since 2004, when Massachusetts began allowing gay marriage, Coveney Smith points out that two of the most common questions she fields are: “What’s normal?” and “What
does a same-sex wedding look like?”
Her response? “Any wedding, gay or straight, should be
about the personality and style of the couple. Don’t let
anyone tell you differently.”
The book is designed to take the guesswork and stress
out of wedding planning and help couples bring out their
personality and style.
It is laid out in 15 chapters, with 12 of them serving as
a planning guide that covers every step of the wedding
planning process.
For example, “12 months out” includes subtopics on creating an organizing system, developing a budget, choosing the wedding party, and deciding whether or not to
hire a wedding planner. “Nine months out” looks at setting up a wedding registry and booking a photographer.
Lastly,”Three months out” includes purchasing rings, ways

Author
Bernadette
Coveney Smith

good chance you’re going to encounter some heterosexism and possibly homophobia, even if you’re marrying in
a state where same-sex marriage is legal,” she writes. “I
want to tell you this because, even as a planner, I’ve seen
some ugly things, even with vendors I have prescreened.”
She suggests lesbian couples come out to potential vendors right away, and reminds that in many states its legal
for a vendor to say no to working with same-sex couples.
That honesty, combined with the book’s thoughtfulness
and expertise, make it a great resource.
In addition, it includes numerous photos of lesbian couples enjoying their wedding day, a great inspiration for the
couple just setting off on their journey to the aisle.
Coveney Smith is the founder and president of 14 Stories, the first company in the United States specializing
in planning legal same-sex weddings. Her company has
produced hundreds of gay and lesbian weddings.
The book, which was published in September of this
year, is available in bookstores nationwide.

Today, Tomorrow
and Forever
Now We Have a Reason to Celebrate
A palate of artisan ingredients,
global traditions and colorful settings
make the possibilities endless in the
“social” celebration spectrum.
Entertaining Company embraces our
always original “no-boundaries” roots
and will design a one-of-a-kind party
for you and your guests that will be so….you.
Our approach to event and menu design
showcases and borrows “best of” influences
from traditional to trend, simple to exotic –
in food, drink, décor and setting.
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www.entertainingcompany.com
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Dignity Chicago

Transforming ourselves as we transform the world. Supporting marriage
since 1968. Sunday worship celebration
at 11 a.m. Weddings anytime!

At Dignity/Chicago, we affirm same
– sex unions as loving, life-giving, and
life-affirming. Proud to be an inclusive
Catholic Church for 40 years. Join us for
Mass on Sundays at 5pm.

1545 W. Morse Ave., Chicago
708-951-4862
www.achurch4me.org

Donald B. Boyd, Jr.,
Family Law

232 S. Lathrop Ave., Forest Park,
Ill.
708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com

Specializing in civil unions, LGBT issues, divorce/wills/trusts, real estate
closings, custody violation, and child
support. Free initial consultation. Evening and weekend appointments available. Major credit cards accepted.

Bean Blossom Prod.

www.BeanBlossomProductions.net
773-727-5642

Special event videos/photos for
weddings, civil unions, social
gatherings, team events and much more.
Serving the community with Pride!

Chicago Botanic
Gardens

Broadway United Methodist
Private and Corporate Events
Office: (847) 835-8370
www.chicagobotanic.org
events@chicagobotanic.org

At the Chicago Botanic Garden, your
event springs to life amid a backdrop
of pure beauty and serenity. This worldrenowned cultural destination is the perfect venue for your wedding, reception,
and rehearsal dinner. From the simple
to the sublime, we have something for
every taste!

Broadway United Methodist
Church, 3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org

Entertaining Company

Keith House

Total Promotions, Inc.

Entertaining Company, Chicago’s caterer for 20 years, boldly designs every
event, from vibrant wedding and commitment ceremony catering to sparkling
social event catering, including backyard
barbeques and black tie galas. Entertaining Company catering transports guests
to a bold world of celebration inspired
by a palate of artisan ingredients, global
traditions and colorful settings.

Weddings and civil unions in the Near
South Loop of Chicago. 1870s historic
home, with beautiful original woodwork.
Ten minutes from downtown, next store
to the Women’s Park. Also available for
corporate events, baby showers, meetings, art shows, retreats, book launches,
and more.

Special items for your wedding day:
Favors, candles, thank you notes, invitations, monogramed glasses, boxes, gifts
and so much more. Any item that can be
imprinted, David can get you the best
prices.

312-829-2800
www.entertainingcompany.com

The Drake

312-787-2200
thedrakehotel.com

Our tradition welcomes all traditions.
Make your commitment ceremony truly
historic. The Drake Hotel offers timeless
elegance, unmatched personal service,
and a connection to tradition that no
other Chicago venue can match. Luxuries
of the past. Amenities of the present.
Hopes for the future.

Mother Jubi Dutcher,
Officiant
773-946-7318
revtjdutcher@gmail.com

A ceremony you’ll never forget!
When you’re planning your commitment
ceremony, call Mother Jubi Dutcher to
officiate. Your union is a sacrament.

James E. Elvord, AWM,
Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Mgmt.

312-559-1738 or 800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com

You’re a front-runner who spots trends
a mile away, and you pride yourself on
standing out from the crowd. At RBC
Wealth Management, we know that a
good portfolio is a reflection of your
needs and goals. That’s why we work
with you to create a comprehensive plan
that works for you, with a wide range of
flexible financial solutions.

Frank Event Design

Frank J. Andonoplas, Master
Bridal Consultant
5555 N. Sheridan Rd., Arcade
Level
773-275-6804
frank@frankeventdesign.com
www.frankeventdesign.com

Named 2012 Event Planner of Year,
Gala Award winner Frank J. Andonoplas
has been designing and coordinating
weddings for 20 years. He is one of 69
Master Bridal Consultants worldwide,
and prides himself on personalizing your
wedding with incredible details you and
your guests will be remember for a lifetime.

Jan Dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com

Celebrating serving the community for
40 years. Specializing in custom design.
Jewelry repair, watch repair, appraisals,
Certified GIA diamond supplier. Mention
Jan Dee’s ad in this section and receive
15% off your next in-store purchase or
$100 off your custom ring order.

Jordan Hair Extensions
312-404-3053

www.chicagohairextensionssalon.
org

LGBT owner catering specifically to
LGBT clients. Schedule your appointment
with Jordan, a hair extension expert with
20 years of experience. By appointment
only; in-home or at our Wrigleyville location.

1900 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com

Lighting by Fox

3524 N. Halsted St., Chicago
www.lightingbyfox.com

Make your NEW life together brighter
with Lighting by Fox! Now open at 3524
N. Halsted St., you’ll find an extensive
display of traditional to contemporary
lighting to compliment your new beginnings. Visit www.lightingbyfox.com to
see our showroom and our merchandise.

Pine Manor

401 S. Pine St.
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
Rev. Pamela, Wedding Officiant
847-873-7463
GayWeddingChicagoSite.com

A romantic getaway with suburban
hospitality: Pine Manor. This unique
wedding venue offers an intimate, homey
elegance perfect for a small guest list of
30, or a private elopement to Chicagoland’s Northwest suburbs. Catering to the
unique needs of same-sex couples. Your
ceremony, your way. Express your unique
personality, beliefs and desires.

Sparkles

5405 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-944-9600
SparklesFineJewelry.com
info@SparklesFineJewelry.com

Contact David Strzepek,
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com

Tri-Star Catering

150 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago
312-368-8266
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com

After all, you should enjoy your event
as much as your guests do. Tri-Star Catering is more than exceptional food
tastefully presented. We take pride in
creating the complete special event.
Tri-Star takes the work and worry out of
your busy schedule. Preparation, presentation, perfection!

Tucker, Inc.

5 S. Wabash, Suite 507, Chicago
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net

Established 1935. Jewelry for every
occasion. Celebrating marriage equality
for all. Donald Strzepek, owner, proud to
be part of the community.

Unity Lutheran Chicago
773-878-4747
www.unitylutheranchicago.org

Make your wedding dreams come true
at Unity Lutheran Church, Balmoral and
Broadway, Edgewater. Same-gender and
opposite-gender weddings. Multicultural,
LGBTQ friendly, community involved congregation. Pastor Fred Kinsey; Associate
Pastor John Roberts.

Custom jewelry design, jewelry and
watch repair, GIA-certified diamonds for
engagements and weddings. Live, laugh,
love and sparkle!

Claudia and Angelica
Trailblazers in the fight for Marriage Equality
Dignity/Chicago members
Scott Fiero

scott@tristarcatering.com 150 S. Wacker Dr. Chicago, IL 60606 312.368.8266

Weddings/Unions

Graduations

Holidays

Corporate Events

Make all activities pertaining to food and eating pleasurable ones

Celebrate Marriage Equality With
Ballroom - Swing
Tango - Latin

Proud to be an inclusive Catholic Church for 40 years.

PRIVATE/GROUP LESSONS, EVENTS, WEDDINGS & MORE
A portion of every program will
go to support the efforts of the
Human Rights Campaign.

At Dignit y/Chicago, we affir m
same-sex unions as loving,
life - giving, and life -affir m ing.

Introductory Lesson
NOW only $35

3868 N. Lincoln Ave., 2nd Fl. • 773-540-5901
www.getonthefloordanceco.com

Join us for Mass on

Sundays at 5pm
Broadway United Methodist Church
3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org
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Destiny

O u r t r a d i t i O n w e l c O m e s a l l t r a d i t i O n s . Make your commitment ceremony truly historic. The Drake
Hotel offers timeless elegance, unmatched personal service, and a connection to tradition that no other Chicago venue can
match. Luxuries of the past. Amenities of the present. Hopes for the future.

thedrakehotel.com

312.787.2200
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Enjoy a Long,
Happy Life Together
Dreaming about your new life together is easy. Preparing financially for
your ideal life, however, is often more complex. I have the experience
and knowledge to help you accomplish your goals, through each
stage of your life. Call today for a complimentary consultation.
There’s Wealth in Our Approach.™
James E. Elvord, AWM
First Vice President - Financial Advisor
500 West Madison Street, Suite 2500
Chicago, IL 60661
(312) 559-1738 • (800) 683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com
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Celebrating Marriage Equality For All

tucker, inc.

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

Chicago

Est. 1935
HERS

Jewelry for every occasion
Diamonds * Jewelry * Executive Gifts

HIS

Historic Event Space

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.
We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

Donald Strzepek, proprietor

Proud to be part of the community

5 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 507, Chicago

312-263-3315, fax 312-263-3317, www.tuckercompany.net

www.keithhousechicago.com

1900 S. Prairie Avenue
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909
events@keithhousechicago.com

