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YES,
IOWA!

Iowa court O0Ks same-sex
marriage; one couple weds.

BY LISA KEEN

In a state where the nation’s eyes are frequently
focused this year, a district court judge in Iowa
ruled Aug. 30 that the state constitution re-
quires that same-sex couples be allowed to ob-
tain marriage licenses In doing so, he explained
with greater clarity and thoroughness than any
previous court decision why denial of marriage
licenses to gay couples “perpetuates the stigma
historically attached to homosexuality, for them
and all gay persons.”

One gay male couple was able to obtain their
marriage license in Des Moines on the morn-
ing of Aug. 31 and were married just one hour
before the state obtained a stay of the judge’s
order pending its appeal to the state supreme
court, according to the Des Moines Register.
The couple, Iowa State University students Sean
Fritz and Tim McQuillan, are now the only gay
couple to be legally married in the United States
outside of Massachusetts. The Register said 26
other same-sex couples also applied for marriage
licenses that morning but were unable to com-
plete the process before the judge postponed
enforcement of his order. (The judge’s order ap-
plies only in the fifth district, which encompass-
es Polk County and includes the state capital of
Des Moines.)

The case, Varnum v. Brien, originated with
six same-sex couples in Polk County, Iowa—in-
cluding Kate and Trish Varnum—who sought but
were denied marriage licenses from the county
clerk, Tim O'Brien. The lawsuit, filed in 2005 by
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, chal-
lenged a state law banning same-sex marriage in
1998.

Following the ruling, the Register reported
that Republican state legislators vowed to pass
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CRAIG RESIGNS

Men’s room scandal leads
to senator’s departure.

BY BOB ROEHR

Idaho Sen. Larry Craig resigned from the U.S.
Senate on Sept. 1, effective at the end of the
month. It was just five days after new broke that
he had pled guilty to “lewd conduct” in a Min-
neapolis airport restroom in June.

The senator had been battered by Republi-
can leadership who sought to break him and rid
themselves of the problem as quickly as possible.

They had stripped him of seniority on Senate
committees almost immediately, and threatened
an ethics investigation and public hearing that
could have become salaciously ugly.

“I apologize for what I have caused. I am
deeply sorry,” Craig said at the Boise news con-
ference announcing his resignation. “I have lit-
tle control over what people choose to believe,
but clearly my name is important to me and my
family.”

Craig will fight to withdraw his guilty plea to
the charges. He has hired Washington attorney
Billy Martin, who has represented the high pro-
file cases of White House intern Monica Lewin-

www.WindyCityMediaGroup

sky and former NFL quarterback Michael Vick.

“His actions in Minnesota and the way he
handled this situation showed a profound lack
of judgment. Senator Craig obviously failed to
live up to the principles he espoused as a law-
maker,” said Patrick Sammon, president of Log
Cabin Republicans. “Senator Craig had no other
choice but to resign.” Sammon earlier had called
for Craig to resign.

Steve Elmendorf told the Washington Post,
“There seems to be a double standard that re-
flects the GOP's fear and discomfort with all
things gay.” He is openly gay and was a senior
advisor to former Democratic Leader Rep. Dick
Gephardt.

National Gay and Leshian Task Force executive

director Matt Foreman deplored the differing
Turn to page 9



.........
MEDIA 773-871-7610 ph., 773-871-7609 fax

G RO U P WWW.WindyCityMediaGroup.Com WVER'F'ED Windy City Times is the only aud ited

weekly GLBT publication in Chicago.




WINDY CITY TIMES
index

NEWS

Rev. Spahr rebuked
Gay marriage in lowa
About Face benefit
Local events

Youth forum

Lesbian attacked
Sotomayor event
Lesbian may be bishop
World news

Nat'l news; Larry Craig
Letters, Kraus

NEW: Lake View
Quotelines

ENTERTAINMENT
Theater

Book review: Cancer guide
Knight at the Movies

Pop Making Sense

Deep Inside Hollywood

OUTLINES

Real estate ads
Classifieds

Melissa Etheridge talks
Q&B, Calendar

Sports

VWHDGER7  Find the FuLL interview

with superstar Melissa

()
(‘:‘Itcvl Etheridge as well as our

VWO~N~N~NOUIUDN D

Media Watch column
and reviews of two more

d
I'Ollp plays, including Paradise

.eem Lost (right) online.

photo by Lara Goetsch

THE LAST ROUNDUP
See pictures from Windy City
Rodeo 2007, plus much more.

photo by Kirk Williamson.

Richard Knight, J
(above) and 3:10

Daniel Sotomayor

Danny Sotomayor
flier) was remem

Gerber/Hart Libra
photo of flier by Andrew

Il lll 5eptember5 2007 HEM

\‘; do Salud
Todo'Moda
Jodo:..

www.todogay.com

Todo lo que siempre quisiste saber del mundo gay
y nunca te atreviste a preguntar.
Entra hoy a www.todogay.com
s. Romanceg€hat en vivo. Belleza. Sexo. Salud.
oticias. Videos. Fotos. Eventos.




A September 5, 2007

WINDY CITY TIMES

Church Rebukes Spahr

BY CHARLSIE DEWEY

On Aug. 23, the Synod of the Pacific Permanent
Judicial Commission, a regional body of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), reversed the Preshy-
tery of the Redwood’s previous acquittal of any
wrongdoing by the Rev. Jane Spahr in her deci-
sion to officiate at marriage ceremonies for two
lesbian couples.

The Synod stated, “Although the Rev. Dr. Spahr
had acted with conscience and conviction, her
actions were contrary to the [Presbyterian Church
(USA)] Constitution as it is authoritatively inter-
preted.” In a 6-2 vote, the Synod directed that
a finding of guilty be entered, and Spahr receive
the censure of rebuke, which was the lightest
punishment possible for the offense.

Originally, the Presbytery of the Redwoods,
a lower governing body, had voted 6-1 for her
acquittal, finding that she had acted within her
rights due to her conviction of conscience.

Rev. Spahr told Windy City Times, “For me not
to do these weddings would be going against

my call, going against my conscience and going
against my faith.”

According to Spahr’s attorney, Sarah Taylor,
prohibiting same-sex marriage is not an essen-
tially held belief of the church and, therefore,
Spahr had the right to act out of private con-
science, whereas, if it were an essential belief of
the church she would not have had that right.

Taylor said that a 1991 case that could appear
to prohibit same-sex marriage does not contain
the necessary wording to do so and that specific
language is required for such a restriction.

Since 1978, the role of the LGBT community
has been a controversial issue within the Pres-
byterian Church (USA). Presently, LGBT folks are
welcome to attend mass and participate in the
church, but are restricted from holding leader-
ship positions.

Taylor explained that, in essence, the church
seems to promote the belief that the individual
is not a sinner, but that the practice is sinful.

The church is also clearly divided on the issue
of supporting same-sex marriage. Taylor pointed

out, “At no level of the church, the preshytery or
the synod, is there any lack of support for what
she was doing.”

Spahr explained that in the past the LGBT
community came to her for commitment cer-
emonies and only in the last two to three years
has there really been a specific request for the
marriage ceremony as it is performed for their
heterosexual counterparts in the church.

“For me to say that one is better than the
other...I dont even think like that. It's got to
be equal. ... I'm not only for equal rights, I'm for
equal rites,” explained Sparh.

Spahr believes that the mixed message the
church is sending is harmful to the LGBT commu-
nity—a message that could create internalized
homophobia, and must be changed to promote a
healthy and equal community of worship.

“I think the thing is when you have the church
saying that our relationships are less than and
that we cannot be in leadership, think what that
does to a person,” Spahr said. “It says not only
that we are not equal, but it also promotes ste-
reotypes and myths about who we are. And, in
some cases, it gives people license to do vio-
lence against us. That is atrocious. So with that,
it affects people when you say come and be with

us, but you can never serve in leadership...I be-
lieve that the church participates and is compla-
cent with the violence that happens to us.”

Spahr points to the foundations of the Preshy-
terian Church: “The founder of this religion chal-
lenged every system of oppression, in his faith
community and in government. ... He empow-
ered those that were labeled less than and we
have a responsibility of stopping this violence,
stereotyping and mythologizing who people are
whatever the issue may be.”

Spahr is set to appeal the case to the Gen-
eral Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission,
the highest governing body of the Presbytery
Church, and whose decision will have a national
influence on similar cases.

In discussing the decision, Taylor said, “I
think the key thing is that the appeal is not
about Jane and the discipline. The appeal is
strictly about the full inclusion of all members
of the church, and it is about every member of
the church having discretion when this does not
involve an essential.”

“I want the church to become the hospitable
welcoming place that I know it can be. I want
the church to be a place that supports relation-
ships,” said Spahr.

IOWA from cover

an amendment to the state constitution to ban
same-sex marriage.

In a carefully detailed 63-page decision, Judge
Robert B. Hanson wrote that denial of marriage
licenses to same-sex couples violates the state
constitution’s guarantees of due process and
equal protection, as a matter of law. As a mat-
ter of impact, he said, the law which prohibits
issuing licenses to same-sex couples stigmatizes
gay families, does damage to their dignity, and
harms them in “numerous tangible and intan-
gible respects.”

“Through the marriage exclusion,” wrote Han-
son, “the state devalues and delegitimizes re-
lationships at the very core of the [same-sex
couples] sexual orientation and expresses, com-
pounds, and perpetuates the stigma historically
attached to homosexuality, for them and all gay
persons.”

The institution of marriage, wrote Hanson, “is
“so woven into the fabric of daily life and so
determinative of legal rights and status,” that
denial of a marriage license “amounts to a badge
of inferiority” imposed on gay couples and their
children.

Same-sex couples “are continually reminded
of their own and their family’s second-class sta-
tus in daily interactions in their neighborhoods,
workplaces, schools and other arenas in which
their relationships and families are poorly or un-
equally treated, or not recognized at all.”

“It is impossible,” wrote Hanson, “for [same-
sex couples] by any alternate means to come
close to achieving the security and certainty
that the law automatically affords to married
spouses, nor do [they] have any means to ac-
cess the countless benefits reserved to married
persons and children of the marriage.”

“Gay and leshian persons have the capacity to

form and are successful at forming lasting, com-
mitted, healthy, and mutually satisfying inti-
mate relationships, just as heterosexual persons
do, and which are equivalent to heterosexual
relationships,” wrote Hanson.

Hanson also noted that about 37 percent of
the estimated 5,800 same-sex couples in Iowa
are raising children under the age of 18 and that
the state’s interest in the welfare of this esti-
mated 3,158 children “is as great as its interest
in the welfare of any other children.”

No presidential candidate changed his or her
position on same-sex marriage following the
news, but Republicans Mitt Romney, John Mc-
Cain, and Sam Brownback issued statements
criticizing the judge. Romney said the decision
illustrates the need for a federal constitutional
amendment. McCain said it illustrates the need
for strict constructionist judges (who generally
do not include gay people as equal citizens be-
cause the constitution does not explicitly in-
struct that gay people be included).

In an unusual move journalistically, the Des
Moines Register carried a number of stories ex-
plaining to readers that Judge Hanson and the
judge who waived a three-day waiting period
for the gay male couple that was able to marry
last Friday could be removed from office and ex-
plained how and when. The paper ran a photo of
Hanson with a caption that said a bishop in his
own denomination, Methodist, said it wouldn’t
be fair to call him a “godless secular humanist.”
And it ran a story by a “news columnist” who
said “God, meanwhile, still believes marriage
should be between one man and one woman.”
The columnist said he had attempted to reach
Judge Hanson to discuss how devout he is to his
Methodist faith.

Meanwhile, Camilla Taylor, the senior attorney
from Lambda Legal who argued the case on be-
half of the same-sex couples, said, “This deci-
sion recognizes that our clients and thousands

of other same-sex couples and their families
across Iowa are devoted to each other and want
the protections and responsibilities that only
marriage can provide so that they can take care
of each other.”

Only Massachusetts currently issues mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples, and gener-

SIDEBAR:
Lawyer ‘Elated’
with Ruling

Camilla Taylor, a senior staff attorney in Lamb-
da Legal’'s Midwest regional office in Chicago,
was beside herself with joy after Judge Robert
Hanson ruled.

“We're thrilled and elated on behalf of all
same-sex couples in Iowa,” she told Windy
City Times. “The decision really lived up to the
promise of equality in Iowa’s constitution.”
She added that “Iowa has historically been
known for doing the right thing long before its
neighbors. It's just another example of Iowa
taking the first step in upholding civil liber-
ties.”

However, according to the Associated Press,
although 20 couples had applied for marriage
licenses by the morning of Aug. 31, current

ally speaking those couples must be residents
of Massachusetts or of states that have no law
barring same-sex marriage (so far, that has been
determined as New Mexico and Rhode Island). A
ruling on the issue is currently pending before
the Maryland Supreme Court and will soon be
argued before the California Supreme Court.

Polk County Recorder Julie Haggerty said that
he was told to no longer accept applications.
(The judge’s stay was confirmed shortly there-
after.) One couple—Iowa State University stu-
dents Sean Fritz and Tim McQuillan—managed
to become legally married by bypassing the
three-day waiting period.

County attorney John Sarcone quickly ap-
pealed Hanson’s decision, prompting the
stay—which will be in effect until the legal
situation is resolved. “We intend to litigate
this case before the Iowa Supreme Court and
we're confident that the lower court decision
will be upheld,” Taylor said.

Polk County, whose population in 2006 was
estimated at just over 408,000, is in central
Towa. Its county seat, Des Moines, is also the
state’s capital.

—Andrew Davis and Amy Wooten
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‘Flip" Hardly a 'Flop’

“Flip Flop”—an Aug. 27 musical benefit that took place at Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted—was a huge
success, raising $9,000 for About Face Youth Theatre.

Windy City Media Group’s Amy Matheny emceed (and sang in) the event, which featured over 20 per-
formers who each performed songs made famous by the opposite gender, hence the name “Flip Flop.”
Among the performers were Honey West, Stephen Rader, Elizabeth Laidlaw, Julius Thomas III and Amy
Armstrong and Freddy Allen. About Face Youth Theatre’s Scott Ferguson directed the event.

“It was an amazing night,” Matheny told Windy City Times. “I don't think I've ever seen all those
theater and cabaret performers in the same room. To have everybody from a child performer who's
now in Wicked to Tom Michael and Beckie Menzie to Kate Fry, who's a very serious Jeff Award-winning
actress, all on stage at the same time was such a delight. It was a really unique, magical evening.”

Windy City Media Group was one of the sponsors of the event. More photos are available at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com; images by Tracy Baim.

Local Events

Coffee talk: The Public Square at the IHC's
Café Society and Intelligentsia Coffee, 3123
N. Broadway, are giving away free drinks to
attendees at its Tuesday discussions (at 7:30
p-m.) on timely topics. Other weekly locations
include Pause Cafe, 1107 W. Berwyn, and Va-
lois, 1518 E. 53rd. See www.ThePublicSquare.
org.

Hungry eyes: The Flesh Hungry Dog Show
will take place Fri., Sept. 7, at Jackhammer,
6406 N. Clark, with The Joans, Das Kapital and
the Sass Dragons. Call 773-743-5772.

A garde day’s night: In honor on Hispanic
Heritage Month, the Aldo Castillo Gallery, 675
N. Franklin, will unveil the new works of Latin
American avant-garde artist Ignacio Gana on
Fri., Sept. 7, 5:30-8:30 p.m. (His works will be
shown through Mon., Oct. 8.) Call 312-337-
2536 or see www.artaldo.com.

Wine and dine: On Fri., Sept. 7-Sat., Sept.
8, the Windy City Wine Festival—complete
with more than 250 fine wines from across the
globe—will take place at Daley Bicentennial
Plaza in Grant Park, 337 E. Randolph. Tickets
are $25. Visit www.windycitywinefestival.com
or call 847-382-1480.

Sale away: Gerber/Hart Library, 1127 W.
Granville, will hold its back-to-school book
sale Fri., Sept. 7-Sun., Sept. 16. See www.Ger-
berHart.org for more info.

Stars in their eyes: Lyric Opera of Chicago
will present a star-studded free outdoor con-
cert as its pre-season gift to the city on Sat.,
Sept. 8, at 7:30 p.m. in Millennium Park. Music
Director Sir Andrew Davis will conduct Isabel
Bayrakdarian, Elizabeth De Shong, Bryan Grif-
fin and Stacey Tappan, among others, in arias
and ensembles with the Lyric Opera Orches-
tra and Chorus (preparation by Chorus Master
Donald Nally).

On ‘affirm’ ground: “Reconciling Journey—
Affirming Devotional Study for GLBT Chris-
tians” will take place Sun., Sept. 9, at Ministry
Cabin, 4025-A Route 34, Oswego, 6:30-8 p.m.
Visit www.GLBTChristian.org.

On the edge: “The Art of Edge,” a group art
show, will take place Sat., Sept. 15, at the
Milwaukee Gay Arts Center (in collaboration
with Leather Archives & Museum), 703 S. 2nd,
Milwaukee, Wis., 8 p.m.-12 a.m. Call 414-383-
3727.

Moving and grooving: The Chicago Park Dis-
trict, in partnership with Deeply Rooted Pro-
ductions, will present “Community Rhythms
IIT: A Dance Festival in the Park” on Sat.,
Sept. 15 at the South Shore Cultural Cen-
ter, 7059 S. South Shore. (Registration is at
9 a.m.; all ages are welcome.) Dance genres
to be explored will include tap, ballet, Afri-
can, hip-hop, pilates, praise dance, jazz, belly
dancing, steppin” and Latin. Admission is $5.
See www.ChicagoParkDistrict.com.
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LGBT Youth Forum
Stirs Controversy

BY AMY WOOTEN

Community leaders, youth, social service work-
ers and politicians gathered at the Center on
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted, on Aug. 30 for a con-
tentious, emotional town hall discussion regard-
ing LGBT youth.

There have been an increasing number of
complaints over the past few years regarding
the youth who hang out along Halsted Street in
Boystown, particularly late at night. That youth
are attracted to what many describe as the only
safe haven in Chicagoland is nothing new.

But recent Northalsted Area Merchant Asso-
ciation (NAMA) internal e-mails and conversa-
tions among certain area business owners, resi-
dents and members of various associations have
caused much tension in the larger LGBT commu-
nity. Some business owners and residents want
to clean up the streets, and are citing youths
hanging out in Boystown as a direct cause of
a supposed increase in crime. Others disagree,
and believe these complaints and concerns are
rooted in racism and a general misunderstanding
of youth.

Business owners feel youth a “problem”

Several people, namely area business own-
ers, expressed concerns about what they feel is
an increase in crime and noise in the neighbor-
hood, although police have stated in the past
that overall crime in the 23rd District is down.

Roscoe’s Jim Ludwig added that he felt “in-
timidated” by the “bands of gangs” hanging out
along Halsted Street.

Other businesses members and a few resi-
dents said they were concerned about the safety
of their patrons and themselves, and were incon-
venienced by noise created by youth.

Stu Zirin of Minibar, who shot a controversial
YouTube video of youth hanging around late at
night, said, “[Halsted] Street changes dramati-
cally” around 2 or 4 a.m.

Police perspective

According to police at the meeting, the num-
ber of youth out late at night this summer has
“absolutely doubled” from last year.

Officer Jose Rios, the 23rd District LGBT Lliai-
son, said he worked the midnight shift for two

months in order to learn more and speak with
the youth.

“Ninety-nine percent of them probably weren’t
doing anything wrong,” Rios said.

“Of [the youth], I'd say 98 percent were Af-
rican-American and the other 2 percent Puerto
Rican. They said they were there because they
can't be who they want to be on the South and
West sides,” he added.

While the number of youths have increased, so
have the number of crimes called in by residents
and businesses. Police said they now receive
over 1,000 calls every month. Among them are
noise complaints and minor vandalism.

They added, however, that there is no evi-
dence that points to more youths being out as
the cause of great numbers of crimes.

Racism?

In response to comments from some that the
youth are intimidating, Let’s Talk Let's Test Foun-
dation’s Lloyd Kelly quipped,”These people that
intimidate you, what do they look like?” Kelly,
among many others present, felt that concerns
over the youth were a result of racist thinking.
After all, the majority of the youth hanging out
on Halsted late at night in recent years have
been African-American and Latino youth.

Prior to the meeting, Piehole owner and NAMA
member Doug Brandt expressed concern to Windy
City Times that a “majority” of the association’s
members were making comments and sending e-
mails that, at the very least, could be perceived
as racist.

“Lakeview has a reputation of being homoge-
neous,” Brandt said. “Instead of trying to turn
this into a gated community, we should be more
welcoming to everyone.”

Many spoke out that evening, addressing what
they feel is blatant racism.

“There is the issue of race in here, and the is-
sue that we don't know how to deal with young
people,” said activist Renae Ogletree, a resident
of the area who said adults in the area cause her
the most headaches.

Many nodded in agreement when Ogletree sug-
gested that adults in the room needed to under-
stand issues of race and the needs of the youth,
and embrace them instead of being intimidated
by them.
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There were adults present who have dealt with
racism in Lakeview first-hand, such as Vernita
Gray of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice, who said that she and Ogletree could not
get a cab the night of a Center dinner.

“I think a lot of people in this community
need to check their racist attitude,” said Gray,
who was met with applause.

Kelly, when contacted the following day, said
he felt “disgusted” by what transpired at the
meeting. “The meeting accomplished what the
business owners and associations wanted to
accomplish. They set in everybody’s mind that
African-American youth are a problem in the
area,” he said.

Lloyd Kelly, pictured here at a press
conference, was at the LGBT youth forum.
Photo by Andrew Davis

What youth want

One suggestion to decrease the number of
youths on the streets: Give them something to
do. Many agreed that the LGBT community needs
to work together to create more safe spaces and
programming for youth for the late hours.

The entire back row on the theater was com-
posed of teens and young adults from Youth
Pride Center (YPC). One youth stated, “They
don’t want services; they just need somewhere
to be...and that’s simply all there is to it.” The
other youths nodded in agreement, and also
suggested that a 24-hour safe space is needed.

Although there are safe spaces such as Broad-
way Youth Center, YPC and Café Pride, Chicago
Department of Public Health’s Lora Branch noted
that many safe spaces she went to when she was
young have disappeared. Many felt the commu-
nity needs to re-create these spaces.
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Many in the room failed to notice until the end
of the meeting that halfway through the discus-
sion, all of the YPC youths had left. Ogletree and
Kelly thought that the youths felt unwelcome
and ignored.

“We had all these youth here, and they were
shut out,” Ogletree said.

The Center’s role

Some suggested the new Center on Halsted,
which is located in the heart of the area most
of these youths hang out, should be open lon-
ger and offer more programs and activities for
youth. Others suggested that spaces also be cre-
ated on the South and West sides of the city.

“If we got $20 million for the infrastructure,
we can find a few dollars for services needed by
these kids,” 44th Ward Ald. Tom Tunney said.

“This isn't the Center’s problem, but Center,
you are part of the community so you are part of
the solution,” Ogletree said.

Jose Rivera of the Chicago Department of Hu-
man Services promised to recalibrate the out-
reach team assigned to the Center, and “give the
Center more resources.” He also said the depart-
ment would sit down with the Center and local
organizations to collaborate on these issues.

He added that more money would help allevi-
ate homelessness among LGBT youths.

Next steps

While there was disagreement on what the
ultimate solution(s) should be, there was agree-
ment on the next steps.

Of importance was banding the community
together to work towards a solution; forming
a task force; ensuring the youth were involved
in the process; and making sure the community
gets its facts and statistics straight.

Sidetrack owner and longtime activist Art
Johnston best summed up the evening, in many
people’s opinion, and some found hope in his
words. “This is a good problem,” he said. “We
have folks who feel safe here. It doesn’t mean
we don’t need to work on some things. But
there could be worse things.” He added that he
recalled a time when Lakeview wasn’t safe for
anyone.

Johnston said the community should be happy
that many are coming out at younger ages and
migrating to Lakeview, an area they feel is safe.
“These are our children. I'm glad for all of us
that there is a place here.”
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Lori Cannon holds a press pass that Danny
Sotomayor made.
Photo by Andrew Davis

Sotomayor
Honored at
Closing Event

BY ANDREW DAVIS

On Aug. 30, Gerber/Hart Library honored the
birthday and spirit of someone many considered
a pioneer by hosting a closing reception for
“Unrelentingly Drawn: The Editorial Cartoons of
Danny Sotomayor.” The retrospective exhibition
featured the political and social works of the
late cartoonist, who passed away in 1992.

The closing reception, entitled “Act Up, Fight
Back,” took place on what would have been
Sotomayor’s 49th birthday. David Munar, vice
president of AIDS Foundation of Chicago, and
Lori Cannon, an activist who was a close friend
of Sotomayor, spoke at the event.

Munar, who “got to know Danny through the
papers,” said that Sotomayor “was an ordinary
man who faced extraordinary obstacles and chal-
lenges [who] rose to the challenge to really find
his voice and speak the truth.” He added that
he “feel[s] a kinship with Danny. Two years af-
ter his death, I was diagnosed as HIV-positive
and we share a Hispanic heritage. ... [We] both
found ourselves growing up way too soon, at a
time when there were very [few] options.” In
addition, Munar—who also talked about the lack
of health care and supportive housing for HIV-
positive individuals—noted that he noticed how
many of the issues that Sotomayor commented
on “are still issues that we're battling today.”

Cannon, who said that earlier that day she
continued her annual tradition and visited So-
tomayor’s grave in Roseland Cemetery, talked
about how she asked famed activist Larry Kramer
for Sotomayor’s cartoons back. (She had Kramer
hide them for safekeeping.) “Every time another
birthday or anniversary came around, it just hit
me that the [works] should really be enjoyed
and they should live,” she said. Cannon also
commended Karen Sendziak, the library’s presi-
dent, and Wil Brant, the exhibit’s curator, for
putting together “a wonderful homage to one of
our heroes.”

Sendziak told the audience that while watch-
ing outtakes of Short Fuse: The Story of an AIDS
Activst, which features Sotomayor, she “got a
sense of what Danny was like: his playfulness,
his seriousness, his dedication... In some re-
spects, I feel that I've made a new friend.”

More photos of the event are at www.WindyCi-
tyMediaGroup.com.

Leshian on
Ballot to
Be Bishop

BY ANDREW DAVIS

The Rev. Tracey Lind—the dean of a Cleveland,
Ohio, cathedral who has a female partner—is
one of five nominees that the Episcopal Diocese
of Chicago has chosen to be on a Nov. 10 ballot
for bishop, according to Gay.com.

If Lind is selected, she would follow New
Hampshire Bishop V. Gene Robinson as the sec-
ond bishop living with a partner of the same sex.
Robinson was consecrated in 2003.

Lind’s nomination is not without controver-
sy. Robinson’s selection had already created a
schism within the world Anglican community,
as many conservative members protested the
development. (The Episcopal Church is the U.S.
branch of the Anglican Communion.) Springfield
Bishop Peter Beckwith told The Chicago Tribune
that the city’s nomination of Lind “is simply
flying in the face of the desire of the Anglican
Communion. It's a slap in the face.”

When asked what he thought of Lind’s nomina-
tion, Robinson (through his communications as-
sistant) e-mailed Windy City Times that “I trust
the people and the process in the Diocese of
Chicago to make their choice of bishop thought-
fully and prayerfully. They have nominated a
slate of strong, gifted and faithful candidates,
and God will be their guide in choosing the next
Bishop.”

The other candidates for bishop of the Chi-
cago diocese are the Rev. Timothy Safford, rec-
tor of Christ Church, Philadelphia; the Rev. Jane
Gould, rector of St. Stephen’s Memorial Episco-
pal Church in Lynn, Mass.; the Rev. Jeffrey Lee,
rector of St. Thomas Church in Medina, Wash.;
and the Rev. Margaret Rose, leader of national

Episcopal women’s ministries.

Venus Publisher
to be at Anti-Gay
Banquet

BY AMY WOOTEN

Venus magazine publisher Charlene Cothran,
whose publication used to be a voice for the
Black LGBT community before it became a Chris-
tian publication, will be a special guest at an
upcoming local anti-gay fundraiser.

Peter LaBarbera, who has headed the local an-
ti-LGBT organization Americans For Truth (AFT)
since leaving his position at the conservative Il-
linois Family Institute, invited Cothran to attend
AFT’s first annual banquet in Lombard. Cothran
caused a ripple several months ago when she
claimed she had become “ex-gay,” and changed
Venus magazine into a Christian magazine that
features articles on ex-gay ministry and over-
coming same-sex desire.

Cothran, who LaBarbera dubs a “hero for
truth,” will join Massachusetts activist David
Parker, who made headlines in 2005 for refus-
ing to leave his son’s school after meeting with
officials. Parker opposed his son learning about
diverse families (which included lesbian and gay
parents) in the classroom.

Originally, the banquet was intended to take
place Oct. 6 at a Naperville Holiday Inn, but
the hotel's manager cancelled the event after
receiving pressure from Gay Liberation Network
and other gay activists. The manager, accord-
ing to a Concerned Women for America interview
with AFT, cited safety issues for his guests after
learning protests of the event might occur. Ac-
cording to LaBarbera’s blog and AFT's Web site,
the anti-gay organization has since secured
another venue in suburban Lombard. Those in-
terested in attending must call AFT’s banquet
coordinator at 312-315-6152 in order to learn
about the event’s location.

The event will take place Oct. 5.
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Man Accused of
Assaulting
Disabled Lesbian

BY AMY WOOTEN

A date has been set for a jury trial regarding a
man accused of sexually assaulting a disabled
lesbian in downstate Jasper County.

On July 31, Larry Campbell, 34, was arrested
and charged with 13 felony counts of aggravated
sexual assault, criminal sexual assault and ag-
gravated battery. The alleged assault against the
25-year-old paraplegic leshian took place July 6
in Newton, a predominately rural, small town.

According to the victim’s mother, who spoke
with Windy City Times out of concern that the
story has been largely ignored by local media,
the alleged attack occurred while her daughter
was out with friends, but left alone with Camp-
bell for a period of time.

Campbell was held at $150,000 bond, but his
bond was reduced to $75,000 in Jasper County
Circuit Court Aug. 28.

The pre-trial has been set for Oct. 19, and the
jury trial has been set for Nov. 5 at 8:30 a.m.

Russian to Speak at
Shepherd Rally

Gay Russian leader Nikolai Alexeyev will be
the keynote speaker at the 9th Annual Matthew
Shepard March on Sat., Oct. 6. The rally/march,

organized by the Gay Liberation Network (GLN),
will begin at 8 p.m. in the parking lot located
on the corner of Halsted and Roscoe streets in
Lakeview.

For the past two years, Alexeyev has led the
efforts of Russian leshians and gays to win the
right to publicly organize, braving police arrests
and physical attacks by neo-fascists and reli-
gious zealots, according to a GLN press release.

“The Gay Liberation Network is proud to host
Alexeyev because his example of tenacious or-
ganizing demonstrates how rights have always
been won, regardless of country,” said GLN co-
founder Andy Thayer.

On Wed., Oct. 3, 7-9 p.m., GLN will host a
solidarity reception with Alexeyev at the Ger-
ber/Hart Library, at 1127 W. Granville. For more
information about either event, call GLN at 773-
209-1187, e-mail LGBTliberation@aol.com,or
visit www.GayLiberation.net.

New Church at Center

On Sun., Sept. 9, achurch4me? at 11 a.m.
MCC will celebrate the launch of weekly worship
services at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Hal-
sted.

Rev. Elder Jim Mitulski, a 24-year veteran of
the MCC and denominational equivalent of a
bishop, will provide the day’s reflection, “Break-
ing Down Walls; Building Up Hope.”

Among the others there will be the Rev. Debo-
rah Lake of Sankofa Way. Lake formerly minis-
tered at a church at 1352 S. Union, which is now
closed.
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WORLD
ROUNDUP

BY REX WOCKNER

Cameroon jails gay men

Six men were jailed in Cameroon in mid-August
after a young man who had been arrested on
theft charges was coerced by police into nam-
ing his gay friends, the International Gay and
Lesbian Human Rights Commission reported.

“The tactics of the Cameroonian government
define the term ‘witch hunt,” said Cary Alan
Johnson, IGLHRC's senior program officer for Af-
rica. “Imagine being forced to denounce your
friends. Imagine finding yourself in prison be-
cause your name is on a list.”

More than 20 people have been detained in
the past two years under Article 347 of Camer-
oon’s penal code, which criminalizes consensual
sex between men.

“Hardly a month goes by without reports of
the arrests of people because of their sexuality,”
said Steave Nemande, director of the gay group
Alternatives-Cameroun.

Nemande recently wrote a letter to the Minis-
try of Justice in an attempt to address the situ-
ation.

Dutch gays worried about
anti-gay attacks

An increase in gay-bashings on the streets of
Amsterdam this year is worrying some Dutch gay
people.

A new survey conducted by the EenVandaag
television show and the national gay group COC
found that 42 percent of gays and lesbians feel
less safe in public than they did a year ago,
dutchnews.nl reported.

Of that 42 percent, 38 percent said they have
encountered anti-gay situations in the streets—
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The world’s first full same-sex marriages took place at Amsterdam City Hall on April 1,

2001. Photo by Rex Wockner

64 percent of which were verbal assaults and 12
percent of which were physical attacks.

Pollsters questioned 1,980 gay people as part
of a larger survey of 23,000 Dutch residents.

Overall, 61 percent of respondents said the
Netherlands is a gay-friendly country and 72
percent support the nation’s law that allows
same-sex couples to marry.

COC originally stood for Cultuur en Ontspan-
nings-Centrum (Culture and Leisure Center) but
the organization now is known solely by its for-
mer initials.

Hungarian radio station
fires anti-gay editors

An increase in gay-bashings on the streets of
Budapest’s Lanchid Radié station fired two edi-
tors Aug. 29 after they posted a doctored pho-
tograph on the station’s Web site that showed
openly gay government official Gabor Szetey
wearing a pink triangle and standing outside the
Auschwitz concentration camp.

Szetey, the federal human resources secretary
of state, publicly came out July 5 as he opened
Budapest's 12th Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Festival of culture and arts.

the

Responding to the photo incident, Szetey told
reporters he “cannot be intimidated.”

The radio station’s management called the pic-
ture “impermissible and offensive” and apolo-
gized to Szetey and anyone else who found it
upsetting.

Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany also de-
nounced the image, calling it “a scoundrel act.”

“The fascists are gathering,” Gyurcsany said.
“They are not knocking on the door, they are
right here among us.”

On July 7, Budapest's gay pride parade was at-
tacked by hundreds of skinheads, neo-Nazis and
other thugs. They threw eggs, bottles, smoke
bombs, Molotov cocktails and bags of sand at
the 2,000 marchers, physically attacked several
marchers, and pelted police with beer bottles.

The protesters chanted, “Faggots into the
Danube, followed by the Jews,” “Soap factory”
and “Filthy faggots.”

Dozens more pride attendees were attacked
in the vicinity of the post-parade party at the
open-air, riverside Buddha Beach nightclub, the
parade’s endpoint.

In his pride-week coming-out speech, Szetey
said: “It is not your choice whether you are gay

WO rd After Party

or not, but it is your choice to accept it. ... I be-
lieve in truth and I am sick and tired of lies. ...
I believe that we can and we have to break the
culture of silence. I have to say out loud who
am I, so that finally my own decisions direct my
destiny. We have to say it out loud so that we
take control of our lives. So that we can be what
we are meant to be. ... So that we don't have to
live two different lives. One public life and one
secret life.”

Madeira president
denounces gay equality

The president of Madeira, an autonomous Por-
tuguese archipelago located 360 miles (576 km)
off the coast of Morocco, called same-sex mar-
riage “filth” and “degradation” at an Aug. 18
political rally on Porto Santo Island, reported
PortugalGay.PT.

“Wanting the marriage of homosexuals and all
these things that the socialist government is
preparing, these are not causes—this is filth,
this is degradation,” said Alberto Jodo Jardim.
“This is killing the values that we Portuguese—
our national soul—have learned from the cradle
and that our parents have taught us.”

Jardim also denounced a new Portuguese
law that permits abortion until the 10th week
of pregnancy. He has refused to implement the
statute in Madeira.

“When you make laws against human life, it
is a precedent that we can’t accept and then,
afterward, they cover other rights or offend oth-
er people’s rights in the name of the absolute
state,” the president said.

Madeira and another group of Portuguese is-
lands, the Azores, have autonomous regional
governments but are supposed to enforce Portu-
guese national laws.

Madeira has some 250,000 residents, of which
about 101,000 live in Funchal, the capital city
on Madeira Island.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley
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NATIONAL
ROUNDUP

BY ANDREW DAVIS

In Kansas, Gov. Kathleen Sebelius has signed
an order banning discrimination against LGBT
state workers, according to an Human Rights
Campaign (HRC) press release. “Today is a
good day for all Kansans who reject discrimi-
nation. This is an important and meaningful
statement in favor of equal rights,” said HRC
President Joe Solmonese of the measure, which
is effective immediately. However, Kansas is still
one of 31 states that does not have sexual ori-
entation discrimination laws for the private sec-
tor, Solmonese added.

In North Carolina, Duke University officials
have moved a student who is planning to
switch genders out of a women’s dorm, ac-
cording to ABC11TV.com. The school initially
decided to allow a male student who is going
to have sexual-reassignment surgery to live as
a female in the dorm, but at least one shocked
parent, Lee Chauncey, contacted Duke’s officials.
Chauncey said that he is fine with transgender
individuals, but he didn’t think it was right for
someone who is currently male to reside in the
building.

Former New Jersey Gov. Jim McGreevey is
now in the seminary, according to NBC10.com.
McGreevey will soon begin studying at General
Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church in
Manhattan.

Speaking of McGreevey, his estranged wife,

Dina Matos McGreevey, has said that only Su-
zanne Craig, wife of former Idaho Sen. Larry
Craig, can decide if she will stick with her
husband, the Associated Press reported. Dina
McGreevey said that when Jim announced that
he is gay and would resign, “I decided I was
going to stand by my husband’s side. I was in
shock; I had not had an opportunity to absorb
what was happening.”

The Maine Supreme Judicial Court has unani-
mously overturned a lower court decision and is
allowing a lesbian couple to adopt two chil-
dren they have been caring for, the Associated
Press reported. Portland residents Ann Courtney
and Marilyn Kirby became the children’s foster
parents six years ago and filed adoption peti-
tions last year; however, the petitions were not
accepted.

Jeffrey Shapiro has filed a lawsuit against the
Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Community Ser-
vices Center and the San Francisco AIDS Founda-
tion, alleging that he was let go because he is
straight, according to 365Gay.com. In his suit,
Shapiro claims that he was told that “everybody
liked him as a person, but they needed some-
body who better fit into the culture.”

In Washington, D.C., Superior Court Judge
John Ramsey Johnson has dismissed charges
against Phelps Collins and Michael Price for
reportedly robbing a townhouse where attorney
Robert Wone was stabbed to death mere months
earlier, according to The Washington Blade.
Price is one of three gay men who said they were
sleeping in the house when Wone was killed in
August 2006.

In Texas, Alton Police Chief Jose Luis Vela
has allegedly sexually assaulted male work-
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ers, according to the Associated Press. Authori-
ties say that Vela has violated two different men
who passed out at parties at his home. Vela is
currently on paid leave.

Texas legislators have passed a measure
called the Religious Viewpoints Antidiscrimi-
nation Act, also called the Schoolchildren’s Re-
ligious Liberties Act, according to Chron.com.
The law states that as long as students do not
engage in “obscene, vulgar, offensively lewd
or indecent speech,” certain student leaders
can use an open mic to express their religious
beliefs. School officials are concerned that the
statute could prove to be disruptive.

In Florida, a 17-year-old who seriously beat
a transwoman after learning she was biologi-
cally a man has been sentenced to a year’s pro-
bation, according to The Palm Beach Post. The
teen had been charged with aggravated battery,
but Judge Peter Blanc decided not to call the
incident a hate crime.

The leaders at Colorado’s New Life Church
have warned former leader the Rev. Ted Hag-
gard that he violated an agreement after he e-
mailed KRDO-TV in Colorado Springs and said he
would become a counselor at a faith-based half-
way house, according to 365Gay.com. After Hag-
gard admitted he had an affair with and bought
drugs from then-escort Mike Jones, the reverend
signed an agreement saying that he would leave
the ministry and not speak about the scandal
in exchange for a year’s salary and the church’s
continued support.

Conservative news commentator Tucker Carl-
son has admitted on an episode of MSNBC Live
that he once assaulted a man who he claimed
“bothered” him in a restroom, according to

Advocate.com. As he discussed the incident
involving now-former Sen. Larry Craig, Carlson
said that he responded to his own incident by
going back to the bathroom “with someone [he]
knew and grabb[ing] the guy.” However, accord-
ing to a Media Matters for America press release,
Carlson later sent out a statement saying “My
friend and I seized the man and held him until
a security guard arrived. ... I wasn't angry with
the man because he was gay. I was angry be-
cause he assaulted me.”

Isentress, a new drug that fights HIV, may
be the best bet for some patients who have
stopped responding to current medications,
according to an Associated Press item. The FDA
has said that Merck & Co!s studies of Isentress
show that the drug is safe and effective for HIV
patients resistant to other medications.

Sexual orientation may not be set in stone,
according to one scientist. In Mother Jones
magazine, psychotherapist Gary Greenberg said
that even though gay and straight people ex-
hibit some biological differences, there are stud-
ies that show, for example, that there are ex-
straights in addition to ex-gays.

Easy banter marked Democratic presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton’s most recent ap-
pearance on Late Show with David Letterman,
according to Advocate.com. She joked about ev-
erything from her husband, Bill Clinton, being
her vice president to a summer in Alaska when
she gutted salmon, describing the latter as the
“best preparation for being in Washington that
you can possibly imagine.”

Public nudity will soon be allowed in Brat-
tleboro, Vt., according to the AP. A month after
a temporary ban that ends this month, the city’s
board voted 3-2 to reject a permanent one.

CRAIG from cover

ways that Republican leaders handled the het-
ero- and homo-sexual lapses of its Senators.

“One Republican Senator (Craig) is involved
in soliciting (consensual, non-commercial) sex
(not a crime) from a man and the Republican
leadership calls for a Senate investigation and
yanks the rug from underneath him.”

“Another Republican Senator (Louisiana’s
David Vitter) admits to soliciting the services
of a female prostitute (illegal) and there’s not
only no investigation but the senator is greeted
with a standing ovation by his Republican peers.
What explains the starkly different responses?
I'd say rank and homophobic hypocrisy.”

Homophobia liked did play a role, as did po-
litical considerations, but there are significant
differences between the Craig and Vitter inci-
dents. While Craig, perhaps foolishly, pled guilty
to the “lewd conduct” charge though the judicial
system, Vitter was never formally charged with a
crime, and hence has no criminal record.

San Francisco activist Michael Petrelis found
an unlikely hero in the Craig affair, the Nation-
al Rifle Association (NRA). “I never thought I
would say bravo to the NRA for anything,” he
wrote on his blog, “But I applaud the NRA for

Rendering by Thom Bierdz
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allowing Larry Craig to retain his seat on the
group’s board.”

Opportunity Lost

Prior to the resignation, Alexander Robinson,
executive director of the National Black Justice
Coalition, had urged that the media and the
country embrace the incident as a “valuable
teaching moment...to talk candidly and knowl-
edgeably about the fluidity of sexuality and its
effects upon gay identity and gay sexual orien-
tation.”

“Society must come to terms with the fact
that not everyone who has gay sex is necessar-
ily gay...[Sen.] Craig rejects this [gay] identity,
because this simply is not who he is. He is a
conservative, married man who has very little in
common with America’s gay identity. In fact he
is perfectly valid in stating that he is not a gay
man.”

Robinson compared media coverage of the
Craig incident and then New Jersey Gov. Jim
McGreevey coming out, with how the press
treated the “down low” phenomena, which it
identified as “heterosexual” Black men having
sex with men on the side. What McGreevey and
Craig “both prove is that the down low isn't just
a Black thing, but instead it is a male thing.”
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THE LAST DAYS OF GEORGE W.
BUSH: A TALE OF FAMILY VALUES

BY KRANDALL KRAUS

Part 43. The Deal

Jack Adams, the Secret Service agent charged
with assassinating President George W. Bush and
being held for psychiatric evaluation, has told the
psychiatrist the “public” story. In a computer file
secretly delivered to his children, he now reveals
the “real story”. Here he tells about his friend
and boss offering him a deal that would spare his

life.

Two days ago I was called to a session with Dr.
Haber. We have pretty much stopped meeting on
a regular basis. I guess they got everything they
needed psychologically to build their case, so
I've been on my own for the past couple weeks.
When I walked into her office the escorts shut
the door and stood outside as usual. I sat down
across from her and she said, “There’s someone
here to talk with you. If you want me I'll be just
in the next room. You can tell them to summon
me and I'll come in. Is that clear?”

I nodded.

She left the room through a side door and
closed it behind her. A few seconds later it
opened again. I half expected one of you to
walk through. Or perhaps your mother. Instead
it was Raife.

We shook hands and he sat in the chair next to
mine, while two guys who were with him swept
the room with bug detectors. We sat quietly un-
til they were through. “Clean,” said the big guy
and they went out the way they had entered.

“They treating you all right?” he asked.

“You know they are. You're probably the one
making sure they do,” I said.

He smiled kindly. “Look, I'll get straight to the
point. We have a proposal.”

“Life without parole but I get color TV with
cable?”

“Something like that,” he said. “But without
the life sentence.”

“I don’t understand.”

“We know, Jack.”

I couldn't just give in. “Know what?”

“You really want to play that game?”

“So what's the proposal? You aren’t going to
suggest she and I trade places are you?”

He smiled and shook his head as if to say, “Al-
ways the wise guy.”

“Okay, okay, sorry. What's the proposal?” I
leaned forward, resting my elbows on my knees.

“Step One: you take the wrap.”

“There’s a step after that?”

“You die.”

“I get to refuse this proposal, do I?”

“You kill yourself,” Raife said. I could see he
was enjoying this. A cat playing with its din-
ner.

“Oh, I get it. Mafia stuff.”

“Then you wake up in heaven, only heaven
looks a lot like Southern France, or maybe Rio
or even Italy. You always liked Italy. You pretty
much get to choose.”

“Heaven looks like Italy, does it?”

“Heaven looks pretty much any way you pic-
ture it. Within reason.”

I burst out laughing. Couldn’t help it.

“What?”

“This is Mehlman’s idea. Or Rover. This is the
RNC worrying about 2008. She gets widowhood;

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

The Aug. 29 report in Windy City Times, “Chi-
cago Wants Police Beating Case Dismissed,” by
Amy Wooten, raised serious concerns in the les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender communi-
ties about the City of Chicago’s stance toward
the 14th Amendment.

The City of Chicago’s attorneys have clarified
their position as follows:

“Statements by the attorney for Mr. Ruppert
are misleading. This attorney brought the suit
under both sections 1981 and 1983 [of U.S.
Code Title 42]. The City is only moving to dis-
miss the 1981 claim because the U.S. Supreme
Court holds that section is only available for ac-
tions based on ethnicity and ancestry. The City
is not trying to dismiss the 1983 claim, which
allows the attorney to proceed on the basis of
sexual orientation.”

The City of Chicago remains committed to the
full equality of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender communities.

Yours sincerely,

William W. Greaves

Director/Community Liaison

Advisory Council on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Issues

Chicago Commission on Human Relations

Dear Editor:

I have read a number of recent articles criti-
cizing the Governor for using his authority to
amend the fiscal year 2008 Illinois State Budget
and expand healthcare for everyone in Illinois.

It is true that he has fought to make health care
a priority in this year’s budget to ensure that
everyone can access the health care they need,
and that includes all those impacted by HIV/
AIDS. The Governor's commitment to meeting
these needs is unrivaled. In fact, overall HIV/
AIDS funding has increased by almost 70 per-
cent since Governor Blagojevich came into of-
fice—from $46 million in 2003 to more than $78
million in this year’s budget.

Under this administration, we have seen the
greatest expansion of the AIDS Drug Assistance
Program (ADAP) than ever before. New cutting
edge life saving drugs are routinely added to
the drug formulary as they are approved by the
FDA and the formulary has been expanded to
include drugs to help alleviate the sometimes
difficult side effects of treatment.. Under Gov-
ernor Blagojevich, more than $5 million dol-
lars of state funds has been added to the ADAP
program to insure that no Illinois resident who
qualifies is denied access to these medications.
This is being done at a time when federal fund-
ing is slowing and other states are enacting cost
containment strategies. In Illinois, unlike some
other states, there is no waiting list for access
to these drugs under the ADAP program.

Housing for people with HIV/AIDS has also
been at the forefront of this Administration’s
fight against HIV. More than $2 million dollars
of state funds were distributed last year to 16
community housing groups across Illinois to in-
sure that people with HIV have stable housing
in a supportive environment. Again, these are
funds being added to the program as the federal
commitment to housing for HIV positive persons
shrinks.

We have also seen the introduction of one of

I get my black place in the history book along
with Booth and Oswald and Sirhan.”

“T wouldn’t put it quite like that, Jack.”

“And how are my kids going to see it?”

“Jack, either way, your kids are going to see—
and hear—pretty much the same story. At least
this way you get your life back.”

“I get my life back? Did you hear yourself say
that?”

“Okay, you get a life back. Maybe not the one

you had, but a life, never the less.”
I mulled it over. I can do this, I told myself. I
knew I could do this because I knew I could get
word to you somehow. And I knew that Raife
knew this, too. He just couldn't talk about it.
“All right.”

“All right? Just like that? You don’t want to
think about it?”

“T just did.”

“You don’t get to see your kids, Jack. You don't
get to see anybody. You're going to be dead in
48 hours.”

“How are you going to do it? Whose cadaver is
going to be me?”

“You leave that to us.”

“I want to know just this one thing.”

Raife worried his jaw with his hand. “There isn’t
a cadaver.”

“No cadaver. No corpse. That's a neat one. I
get beamed up by aliens?”

“Jack, do you accept the proposal or don't
you? I have to put things into motion.”

“I already told you. I'm in.”

the nations most recognized HIV programs de-
signed to eliminate mother to child transmission
of the virus. Testing of newborn infants when
the mother’s HIV status is not known has been
dramatically successful in helping attain our
goal of eliminating mother to child transmis-
sion.

All of us in Illinois are keenly aware of the im-
pact that HIV has had not only on the gay com-
munity, but the devastating impact now being
seen in our minority populations. To address this
issue, Governor Blagojevich created and funded
the BASUAH (Brother and Sister United against
HIV) program to raise awareness in the African
American population with a prevention message
designed to help stem the tide of infections.
This year more than $5 million dollars was made
available for our Office of Minority Health, the
BASUAH campaign and the newly created Afri-
can American HIV/AIDS Response Act for cultur-
ally sensitive targeted prevention efforts.

As in any legislative session, program priori-
ties and budget targets are negotiated and com-
promised. However, what has not been compro-
mised by this Governor is his commitment to
providing access to healthcare for all Illinois
residents. This includes our fellow citizens living
with HIV/AIDS.

Sincerely,

Eric E. Whitaker, M.D., M.P.H.
Director

Illinois Department of Public Health

NOTE: Letters may be edited for clarity, length or
consistency.
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OPINION

Lake View

BY REV. DEBORAH LAKE

Washington madam Deborah Jeane Palfrey, ac-
cused of running a $2 million prostitution ring,
said that Louisiana Sen. David Vitter, outspoken
politician against gay rights, paid her for sex.
Surprised? Male prostitute Mike Jones revealed
that Ted Haggard, the then-prominent preacher
against gay rights, paid him for sex. Shocked?
Venus Magazine publisher, Charlene E. Cothran
declared she was saved from a leshian lifestyle
that she called the gates of hell. Astonished?

If the answers are no, then you recognize
moral dishonesty in many leaders. Even more,
you recognize moral dishonesty in our country.
While America claims to embrace a God-fearing,
pro-life morality, the number of women, children
and men killed by violence and abuse rise; one
of two marriages ends in divorce; new HIV infec-
tions rise; crime, drug abuse and homelessness
all rise; political corruption rises; and a promi-
nent religious institution agrees to pay $660
million to the victims of its predatory priests.
These are a few of the reasons why we are not
surprised when moral dishonesty and shame in
leadership are exposed. Why, in a country where
freedom is fiercely protected, are so many of us
dishonest, ashamed or afraid?

In Genesis 2:9 of The New Oxford Annotated
Bible, we read that the Garden of Eden had a
tree of life and a tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. God told Adam and Eve that taking
food from the tree of knowledge meant death
(2:16). Adam and Eve chose to take from this
tree (3:6), and immediately became ashamed
(3:8) and afraid (3:10b). Today, we face a simi-

lar choice. We can choose to take from either the
tree of life or the tree of knowledge. The facts
that we—like Vitter, Haggard and Cothran—ei-
ther live morally dishonest lives, are ashamed of
who we are or are afraid to confront homophobia
illustrates that we still choose to take from the
tree of knowledge.

What would happen if we drew from the tree of
life instead? Having the tree of life as a source
would mean that we focus on the universal needs
that connect us rather than the special interests
that divide us. We would address problems based
on the understanding that everyone needs to be
safe and is concerned for the well-being of their
loved ones. Choosing the tree of life would mean
that we look for the gifts in each individual and
include those gifts in the work of deconstructing
what divides us.

Just as Adam and Eve, the choice is ours. We
can find more ways to dominate, hurt and aban-
don one another. We can further weaken our so-
cieties by developing more division. We can keep
taking from the tree of knowledge. At the same
time, we can overcome oppression, heal hurt
and create authentic inclusion. We can become
strong in our unity and strengthen our commu-
nities using life-promoting assumptions. We can
choose to take from the tree of life and begin
to live morally honest lives free from fear and
shame.

Rev. Lake is head of Sankofa Way, a local
pro-LGBT spiritual organization. See www.
sankofaway.org.

Every item is 90%
off retail.

FREE ADMISSION.

10,000 items left. 2 more days.

Women's, Men's & Children's
Designer Clothing, Shoes & Accessories.

Sept. 7, 2007 lam - 8pm
Sept. d, 2007 10am - Gpm
346 N Justine (West Loop)
Chicago, IL

*Near Ashland/Grand

*Street parking is free

*CTA: Green line - Ashland stop

NS CILEXRIERRALER Scptember 5, 2007

WQ%OTELINES

“THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS PROPOS-
ING REGULATIONS that would effectively kill
adult social-networking sites [such as Gay.
com, BigMuscleBears, Manhunt, etc.]. This is
being done under the guise of fighting child
pornography. You have until September 10 to
object to these regulations. ... Obviously, none
of this has anything to do with child pornog-
raphy. Instead, it is a blatant attempt to end
the ability of consenting adults to use adult
social-networking sites to meet other people
for sex. Obviously, if these regulations go into
effect, they will kill this industry.” — From an
Aug. 28 action alert from the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. See tinyurl.com/2k4te9.

“ACCORDING TO THE POLICE REPORT, THE
UNDERCOVER OFFICER set up his position in
the restroom at noon on June 11. A few min-
utes later, Craig entered and sat in the stall
next to him. Craig began tapping his right
foot, touched his right foot to the left foot of
the officer in the stall next to him and brushed
his hand beneath the partition into the stall
next to him. He was then arrested.” — From
an Aug. 27 Washington Post report on the “dis-
orderly conduct” arrest of U.S. Sen. Larry Craig,
R-Idaho, in a men’s room at the Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport. Craig pleaded guilty
Aug. 8 and paid $575 in fines and fees. A 10-
day jail sentence was stayed. In an Aug. 27
statement, Craig denied he engaged “in any
inappropriate conduct” and claimed the airport
police “misconstrufed] my actions.” (Note from
this column for lesbian and straight readers:
The gestures cited in the police report have spe-
cific meanings and are universally understood in
the men’s-room cruising scene across the globe.

U

U.S. Sen Larry Craig’s arrest photos

Senator Larry Craiqg ...
has violated the public
trust. ... Innocent people
don’t plead guilty.

—Log Cabin Republicans President Patrick Sammon ﬂﬂ

The foot-tapping means, “I'm looking for sex.”
The brushing of the hand beneath the partition
translates, “Get down on your knees and place
your penis underneath the partition so I can
touch or fellate it.”) Craig was outed by blogac-
tive.com last October. See tinyurl.com/yxqqgr.

G
i

BY REX WOCKNER

The Idaho Statesman daily newspaper finally
published all its research on Craig’s sex life on
Aug. 28. See tinyurl.com/yrpqt2. The police re-
port can be viewed at tinyurl.com/2sw3dw.

“WHAT'S UP WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS LIKE
SENATOR CRAIG? They stand for so-called
‘family values” and fight basic protections for
gay people while furtively seeking other men
for sex. Infuriating pathetic hypocrites. What
more can you say? ... And by the way, why
are Minneapolis tax dollars being used to have
plainclothes police officers lurking idly in air-
port restroom stalls?” — National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force Executive Director Matt Foreman
in response to the Aug. 27 news of the arrest
of U.S. Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, in a cruisy
men’s room.

“SENATOR LARRY CRAIG ... HAS VIOLATED
THE PUBLIC TRUST, not just with his inap-
propriate and illegal behavior, but in the sub-
sequent explanation of his actions. Innocent
people don't plead guilty. ... Senator Craig
owes the people of Idaho a more credible
explanation than what he has provided. [A]
nd now he’s questioning the honesty of law
enforcement officers. ... This situation may
have permanently damaged Craig’s ability to
continue serving in the U.S. Senate. Log Cabin
strongly opposes outing. It's unproductive and
distracts people from the real work of convinc-
ing more Americans to support equality for gay
and leshian people. It's not for me to speculate
about Senator Craig’s sexual orientation. How-
ever, it's clear that whether it’s Jim McGreevey,
Ted Haggard, or someone else, life in the clos-

' et often leads to destruc-
tive, harmful, and reckless
behavior.” — Log Cabin
Republicans President Pat-
| rick Sammon in an Aug. 28
A statement.

“[TIHE FIRE CHIEF IS
GAY, THE MAYOR HAS
GAY SENIOR STAFF, a
City Council member and
a state senator are gay,
a superior court judge is
gay, the county’s district
attorney and innumer-
able lesser officials: gay,
gay, gay. Forget ‘Don't
ask, don’t tell! In millen-
nial San Diego, the motto
these days is, ‘Who knows,
who cares?” — Writer Eric Wolff in the San Di-
ego weekly newspaper CityBEAT, July 18.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley
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BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

Jonny thinks that everyone who reads Windy
City Times should be aware that the AIDS Foun-
dation of Chicago’s annual AIDS Run & Walk
takes place on Sept. 15. Furthermore, for the
first time this year, Season of Concern is spon-
soring a team that will run, walk, hop, skip,
jump, side-step, prance, dance, mince or get
on its knees and crawl to the finish. Season of
Concern, as many of Jonny’s dear readers know,
is the ongoing fundraising effort by the Chica-
goland theater community to provide care for
those living with HIV/AIDS or other catastrophic
illnesses. The heart of Season of Concern is the
Biscotto-Miller Fund, which provides personal
financial support, housing care, meals, medica-
tions, legal assistance and other services. It's
named after the first two Chicago theater artists
who died of AIDS more than 20 years ago, and
Jonny is proud to have been one of the founders
and early board members of that fund.

The goal of Season of Concern is to raise
$15,000, and the AIDS Foundation of Chicago
will donate to Season of Concern 100 percent of
all funds raised through the Season of Concern
team, including registration fees (if you decide
to run, walk, hop, skip, etc., with the team) and
matching gifts. It's such a deal, Jonny could
plotz. To join the Season of Concern team, or
sponsor a team runner, go to www.aidsrunwalk.
org and follow the links to (a) form/join a team
or (b) sponsor a participant (enter Season of
Concern as team name). Jonny suggests you
sponsor Season of Concern Executive Director
Stephen Rader, the well-known actor and singer
whom Jonny thinks will look quite hot in his
running kip.

Speaking of talented singers, Mssrs. Daryl Nitz
and George Howe have reminded Jonny that
they've been performing together as the Nitz

STAGE DOOR JONNY
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Crowe’s feat.
Page 16.

and Howe Experience for eight years, on week-
ends at Davenport’s Wine Bar and Cabaret. On
Sept. 22, the duo will celebrate its 500th perfor-
mance and everyone is invited. Daryl and George
hold forth—as is said in the cabaret biz—every
Friday and Saturday night, 10 p.m.-1:30 a.m.
Their show generally includes a lot of music, a
lot of comedy, requests from the audience, a few
of Nitz's famous celebrity vocal impressions and
a wide range of music—Broadway, blues, jazz,
rock and pop. You can catch the Nitz and Howe
Experience any weekend, but if you wanna be
there for the 500th show, you'd best make a res-
ervation: 773-278-1830. The $2 cover charge is
a bargain. Howe is worth far more than that all
by himself, more than making up for Nitz.

Nitz does dead-on impressions of so many
female divas, you'd think he had tits. Well, he
doesn’t, but the participants in Dyke Mic 2.0
definitely do. Jonny is pleased to report that the
weekly open mic variety show for queer women
of all gender persuasions—and for audiences of
all ages—has been extended through December
at the Hoover-Leppen Theater at the Center on
Halsted. Dyke Mic 2.0 is a rotating poetry-mu-
sic-performance series with each performance
unique. WCT critic Mary Shen Barnidge reviewed
the pastiche in our Aug. 8 issue, saying “if the
night that I attended is any measure, Dyke Mic
2.0 looks to settle in for a long run.” Jonny’s
dear readers know they always can count on WCT
to hit the nail on the head. Performances are
Wednesday nights, 8-10 p.m. The series is co-
hosted and produced by JT Newman and Nikki
Patin.

This is the week that summer goes out not
only with a bang, but with a very stylish bang
at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park.
On Wed.-Sun., Sept. 5-9, the pavilion is home
to the third annual Blockbuster Week, featur-
ing free concerts and performances by Chicago’s

A
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Other Dance

Festival.
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most renowned performing arts institutions,
such as The Joffrey Ballet, Steppenwolf Theatre
Company, Lyric Opera of Chicago and the Chi-
cago Symphony Orchestra.

Blockbuster Week kicks off Sept. 5 at 6:30
p.m. with the Joffrey, performing Deuce Coupe
(Beach Boys music), Motown Sweet and Some-
times it Snows in April (the music of Prince).
Steppenwolf is up Thurs., Sept. 6, at 6:30 p.m.
with I Sing America, pairing Steppenwolf en-
semble members with the Chicago Children’s
Choir in poetry and song while exploring Ameri-
can citizenship and arts. Next, on Sat., Sept. 8
at 7:30 p.m., is Stars of Lyric Opera, led by mu-

Next.. ..

company

THE BUSY WORLD
IS HUSHED by Keith Bunin

Chicago-Area Premiere

sic director Sir Andrew Davis, and featuring op-
eratic favorites performed by international stars
including Elizabeth Futral, Isabel Bayrakdarian,
James Morris and Sondra Radvanovsky. The Chi-
cago Symphony Orchestra concludes things on
Sun., Sept. 9, at 4 p.m. in a program including
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition.

But wait, there’s more! Blockbuster Week also
is opening daytime rehearsals to the public, at
Prtizker Pavilion. The Joffrey rehearses Wednes-
day afternoon, Steppenwolf on Thursday after-
noon, Lyric Opera on Friday afternoon and the
Chicago Symphony on Sunday afternoon (12-
2:30 p.m.)

Faith, love and loss
collide in this beautiful and
provocative triangle.

847-475-1875
NEXTTHEATRE.org

For more shows and listings, check out
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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Sarah Rose Graber in The Book of Liz.
Photo by Amanda Jung

The Book of Liz

Playwrights: Amy and David Sedaris

At: Chemically Imbalanced Comedy at Corn-
servatory, 4210 N. Lincoln

Phone: 312-409-6435; $12-$18

Runs through: Sept. 30

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

As soon as you spot the names Amy and David
Sedaris attached to The Book of Liz, it's promise
that the play is going to be drop-dead hilari-
ous. Yet the play’s promise oddly goes unfulfilled
in Chemically Imbalanced Comedy’s earnest but
limp reading of The Book of Liz.

What went wrong? I'm still scratching my head
since David and Amy Sedaris have provided a
constant stream of laughter in all their other
endeavors.

For those unfamiliar with the Sedaris siblings
(hand in your gay card if you fall into that cat-
egory), they both have carved out their own
niches of hilarity and pop-culture fame.

David skyrocketed to fame on National Public
Radio in the 1990s with his Santaland Diaries.
He went on to be an out and proud public radio
superstar with best-selling books like Me Talk
Pretty One Day and Naked. Sister Amy’s celebrity
is largely tied to the hit TV comedy Strangers
with Candy. Amy created Jerri Blank, a trashy
recovering alcoholic who has struck a chord with
many gay audiences.

In 2001, the Sedarises collaborated on the
off-Broadway comedy The Book of Liz and one
suspects that the original production must have
been hilarious. The premise is certainly silly
enough: A celebrated cheese-ball maker named
Elizabeth Donderstock belongs to an Amish-type
religious sect called “The Squeamish.” Elizabeth
leaves her community when she feels under-
appreciated and tries to make it in the “real”
world, which challenges her religious views and

SPOTLIGHT

The sixth annual Other Dance Festival opens $

CRITICS’ PICSm

Cymbeline, Chicago Shakespeare Theater,
through Nov. 11. Even for Shakespeare, the
rarely-staged Cymbeline is a convoluted and
improbable romance, but it’s dear to Chica-
go Shakes, now staging it for the third time
as a lavish and colorful soap opera. JA

Dyke Mic 2.0, Hoover-Leppen Theatre,
Center On Halsted, open run. Nikki Patin
and JT Newman host a congenially all-inclu-
sive evening of words and music after the
Women on Wednesdays cocktail hour at the
snazzy new community center in Boystown.
MSB

Sunday School Cinema, Royal George
Theatre, open run. Now that the summer
of blockbuster sequels is over, go get Sis-
ter's take on them all in her own Late Nite
Catechism franchise sequel. The Legion of
Decency lives! SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

finds her sweating problem abhorrent.

The original The Book of Liz featured a four-
member cast taking on a number of oddball roles
from recovering alcoholic restaurant workers to
Cockney-sounding Ukrainian immigrants. Not
only did the show feature Amy as the sweaty
Elizabeth, but the original cast also starred mas-
ter comedians Jackie Hoffman (Kissing Jessica
Stein, Queer Duck: The Movie) and author/ac-
tor David Rakoff (Fraud, Don't Get Too Comfort-
able).

Perhaps one mistake Chemically Imbalanced
made was to cast nearly every role with a dif-
ferent actor. Some of the joy of seeing the same
four actors conjure up a bizarre array of odd-
balls dissipates when you have an expansive
cast each taking on (and not always succeeding
with) sketchily underwritten cameo roles.
Along with a stop-and-start pacing for what
should be a zippy comedy, director Angie McMa-
hon hasn’t properly guided each actor to stand
out and exaggerate the basic text which is large-
ly funny-weird instead of gut-busting funny-ha-
ha.

There are a few exceptions. Brian Kash’s smarmy
tics and bulging eyeballs as the interloper Broth-
er Nathaniel Brightbee from another Squeamish
community is great. More of Kash’s style of ex-
treme interpretation and eccentric line readings
would have been welcome from the other ac-
tors.

The whole production also has a strong center
in Sarah Rose Graber's earnest and funny turn
as Elizabeth. Still, you can't help but wonder
what extremes Amy Sedaris herself would have
brought to this woman known for her cheese
balls.
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Arthur Miller’s classic tale
of truth on trial

The Crucible

by Arthur Miller

directed by ensemble member
Anna D. Shapiro
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featuring ensemble members Alana Arenas, lan Barford,
Francis Guinan,Tim Hopper, Ora Jones, James Vincent Meredith,
Sally Murphy and Alan Wilder

ON SALE NOW
Begins September 13

steppenwolf

buy online at www.steppenwolf.org
or call 312-335-1650

Groups of 10 or more call 312-654-5605.

for a three-weekend run at the Hamlin Park Fiel
Theatre, 3035 N. Hoyne. The festival, presented
Chicago Moving Company, was founded in 2002
curators/producers Kay LaSota and Elizabeth
What started as a two-weekend event has no
somed to three to accommodate the variety of
wishing to be involved and the audiences (which usu-
ally fill the house) who are hungry to see the modern
dance community’s latest creations. Performances are
Thursdays and Fridays at 7:30, Sept. 6-7, 13-14 and
20-21, with a different line-up each week. Call 1-800-
838-3006; tickets are $12-$15, or there is a $35 fest-
pass for admission to one night each weekend.

Photo of dancer Matthew Hollis by Misty Winters.

Production Sponsors of The Crucible:

sFOLEY

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP

JPMorganChase )

Steppenwolf Theatre Company’s 32nd season is generously sponsored by:

GRAND BENEFACTORS

WUNITED

It's time to fly.

P INFINITI

NationalCity. YINCI

RESTAURANT




September 5, 2007

REVIEW
Beast Women

Playwright: The Performers

At: Clove Productions, Peter Jones Galley,
1806 W. Cuyler

Phone: 773-914-3330; $15-$17

Runs through: Sept. 22

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

Michael Martin and his Great Beast Theatre Com-
pany created Beast Women in 1997 as a show-
case for female artists. He asked participants to
“be bold, be original and do not bash the men
folk,” according to Michelle Power, who emcees
the present performances. Managed by Jillian
Erickson, Beast Women continued until 2002,
when Great Beast disbanded. Now Erickson and
Power have revived Beast Women on Friday and
Saturday nights at the informal Peter Jones Gal-
lery. From a roster of 20 singers, dancers, mo-
nologists, musicians, performance artists, poets
and martial artists, each 90-minute variety show
offers some eight or 10 of them. Erickson and
Power say Beast Women will do other projects
in the future.

The performance I attended opened and closed
with contrasting love songs (love triumphant
and not) played and sung by Diana Lawrence.
She was particularly pleasing because (a) she
rendered the only live music of the evening
and (b) she was good, closing the night with
an unexpected musical comedy turn. The acts in
between included four monologs, a striptease,
a dance duo and a silent physical performance

ONLEINE THIS WEEK...

PARADISE LOST
LOVE IS DEAD

ww.w@dyciiymediagroup.com
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e
piece. The strength of each ebbed and flowed
with the degree of novelty, the connection made
between artists and any given audience member,
and the increasing closeness (even with fans
running) of the unventilated room.

Sarah Bendix—with pushed-up décolletage
and masked face—charmed us with her silent
performance piece in which she passed around
cookies and encouraged the audience to com-
ment and talk. JT Newman (who, with colleague
Beast Woman Nikki Patin, produces the Wednes-
day night Dyke Mic 2.0 at the Center on Halsted)
surprised us with the evening’s only multimedia
piece. It began as a lament about motherhood
and separation and ended as a strip performed
to a totally soulful version of the Broadway song
Feeling Good.

The evening’s most erotic act belonged to a
courtship dance between Gilliam Weston as Siren
Jinx and Lindsey Marks as Lady Jack. Dressed,
respectively, in clinging white and black outfits,
the youthful Weston and Marks were lithe, lovely
and sensual.

The monologists offered varied styles and
themes, reaching conclusions unanticipated
from their opening gambits. Kelsey Huff com-
mented on religious hypocrisy (effective, but she
could edit more), while Jillian Erickson used her
beater car to underscore man’s inhumanity. Ken-
dra Stevens, in a little red dress, was pleasing in
presentation—although her tale of a child with
an alcoholic parent was a familiar one. Mannish
Kelly Anchors made the best impression with her
highly physical routine about a police scanner
and a homeless woman on Christmas Eve. How-
ever, four monologs out of eight acts was one
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“Brilliant...you'll laugh your socks off!”

”Something for everyone!”

Limited Engagement ¢ Drury Lane Water Tower Place

Call today! 3] 2'642'2000

Tickets also available at 312-902-1500
at all Ticketmaster outlets or online at www.ticketmaster.com
Get all the gossip at www.altarboyzchicago.com

Special Discounts for Groups! Call Group Theater Tix toll-free at 866-809-3075
or visit www.grouptheatertix.com
Discounted parking available from as little as $8.50
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& ,&(«’ “Praise to the creators...Altar Boyz
is a very funny musicall”

| /s
(C,/ﬁ/‘)/ %

—Windy City Times

CHICAGO

—Chicago Tribune

—Chicago Sun-Times

Art imitates life. Just last week in Afghanistan, the Taliban ended a hostage crisis by releasing
the surviving Korean Christians they had held captive for weeks (after killing two). A similar
crisis—ripped from the headlines, as they say—is the subject of Envoy, a world premiere by
notable veteran Chicago actor, award-winning author and teacher Belinda Bremner; however, her
focus is on a group of American university students motivated by the best of intentions, and
perhaps naive innocence, to travel in a dangerous part of the world. The crackling drama is the
inaugural production of Echo Theatre Company. Envoy is at Theatre Building Chicago, 1225 W.
Belmont, through Sept. 16. 773-327-5252; $15.

Photo of (from left) Caitlin McGlone, Stephen Louis Grush, Jenn Spain and Ben Carr by Greg

Kolack

monologue too many. A martial arts act or more
live music would have made a better mix on this
particular evening.

REVIEW
The Fool (Returns
to His Chair)

Playwright: Conceived by John Pierson, writ-
ten by Kurt Chiang

Where: The Neo-Futurarium, 5153 N. Ashland
Phone: 773-878-4557; $15

Runs through: Sept. 29

BY CATEY SULLIVAN

With The Fool (Returns to His Chair), the Neo-
Futurists do everything in their power to drive
the audience from the theater before the rough-
ly hour-and-40-minute, intermission-free per-
formance ends. Conceived by John Pierson, this
is a show with no plot performed in a theater
so dark you can't see what's going on much of
the time. And when you can see, the actors are
wearing crates on their heads, thereby ensur-
ing that nothing they do makes any connection
whatsoever with their audience.

Not that there’s anything to connect with any-
way. Watching the Fool is an exercise in tedium.
Here’s what happens in The Fool (Returns to His
Chair): People on stage run around, squirt water
at each other, climb giant stakes of crates, and
go on lengthy, unfunny rants about the lives of
J. Lo, Lindsay Lohan, Nicole Richie and Anna
Nicole Smith. Sometimes they zip each other up

inside large black body bags and hop around.
Sometimes they wear white paper suits and
squirt bottles of red water at each other. One
cast member spends most of the show trying to
make a fake bomb and wearing what looks like
an extra-large adult diaper; another comes out
in a baby blue prom dress and cries for five min-
utes about Owen Wilson. Occasionally, someone
plays a series of screeching, off-key notes on a
violin or squeezes some random notes out of an
accordion.

Actually, everything here seems random, self-
indulgent, abrasive and— above all—mean-
ingless. Maybe the cast is having fun running
around and climbing on crates and jabbering
over the ear-splitting soundscape, but they sure
shouldn't be charging people money to watch
them do so. The topper comes when one of the
actors delivers a lengthy monologue in Italian.
Even the program is off-putting, with the credits
written in type face that requires a microscope
to read on slips of paper the size of fortune
cookie fortunes. I shuffled through these slips
of paper multiple times and still couldn’t tell
you who directed this exercise in boring idiocy;
maybe there was no director—or maybe, under-
standably, he or she just didn't want to make
themselves known.

The Neo-Futurists are billing this show as an
examination of the history of fools through the
ages, covering everything from idiot savants to
the ancient tarot-traveling fool to the Muppets.
It's nothing of the sort. The Fool (Returns to
His Chair) gives audiences no reason to stay in
theirs.

a new sketch
comedy

Sneak Preview Sep 6,7, 8
Opens Sept 14

Fri & Sat 8PM thru 10/20
Tickets $15
1-800-838-3006 or

gayco.com
Center on Halsted
Hoover-Leppen Theatre
3656 N. Halsted

gayco_ '
at Center on Halsted
gayco.com



Cancer Guide Takes
‘Integrative’
Approach

REVIEW BY TRACY BAIM

Alternative Medicine Magazine’s Definitive
Guide to Cancer: An Integrative Approach to
Prevention, Treatment, and Healing. By Lise
Alschuler, ND, and Karolyn A. Gazella. Sec-
ond edition, by Alternative Medicine Maga-
zine, published by Celestial Arts, 536 pages,
$39.95, www.tenspeed.com.

Cancer is a six-letter word that comes loaded
with all kinds of medical, societal and psycho-
logical baggage. Understanding cancer fully is
impossible, because even the medical commu-
nity has not completely mastered its many forms
and its hidden triggers.

But a lot is known about cancer, and The
Definitive Guide to Cancer by authors Lise
Alschuler (of Chicago) and Karolyn Gazella (of
Boulder, Colo.) attempts to make cancer more
understandable to those of us who are not in the
medical profession.

The book has been completely re-done in this
second edition, and the new authors provide
very up-to-date details on a wide range of issues
surrounding the complicated disease of cancer.

What's probably most key about the book is
that the authors’ approach is not one-sided,
meaning they do not advocate removing one-
self entirely from the traditional forms of cancer
screening and treatment, when needed. Rather,
they want patients to view the many potential
paths to prevention and treatment, including
“Complementary and Alternative Medicine,” or
CAM. CAM treatments might include everything
from acupuncture and biofeedback to psycho-
therapy and Reiki.

The book does an excellent job of teaching
readers how to evaluate for themselves a wide

DEFINITIVE
GUIDE TO

Cancer

SECOND EDITION

An Integrative Approach to
Prevention, Treatment, and Healing

by LISE ALSCHULER, ND, and KAROLYN A. GAZELLA
Foreord by DEBU TRIPATHY, MD, prsidenCEO of Py Edscon R

range of traditional and CAM treatments, includ-
ing tips on how to avoid being scammed by un-
proven new theories.

Patient perspectives are sprinkled throughout.
These are personal stories of dealing with can-
cer. One such essay is “Third Time's a Charm”
by Ann Adams, a Chicago activist who has three
times faced death, first through an altitude sick-
ness problem, and then two more times through
cancer, breast cancer (in 2003) and thyroid can-
cer (in 2006). Adams is also the partner of the
book’s co-author, Lise Alschuler, and they are
supporters of numerous Chicago-area LGBT orga-
nizations. Both of the book’s authors are lesbi-
ans, but that is only relevant in that they have
written a book that is truly accessible to all
kinds of people. Cancer knows no sexual orienta-
tion, but there are some concerns that lesbians
may face an increased risk of some cancers, pos-
sibly due to lifestyle choices, stress and a lower
interaction with the healthcare establishment.

Thus, for the authors, cancer is a personal is-
sue, one impacting their close families. Not only
did Alschuler’s partner Ann face cancer twice,
but her father passed away from the disease in
2006. Gazella faced her own cancer, in addition
to her sister’s two-time battle and her mother’s
eventual death from the disease.

Alternative Medicine Magazine’s Definitive
Guide to Cancer begins by setting the stage in
Part One for exactly what is known about cancer.

AN INTIMATE LVEN

MusIAL CONDUCTOR
“AMERICAN IDOLY*
MICHALL ORLAND

One week only

Sept. 11-16

Tues. - Sat. at 8 p.m.
Sun. at 7 p.m.

APOLLO THEATER
2540 N. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: 773-935-6100
Ticketmaster.com 312-902-1500

“Expect to hear a well-polished set
from a performer who can deliver a song

even better than she can take down a bad guy.”
— Los Angeles Times
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This includes the causes of cancer; prevention of
cancer; and early detection and diagnosis. The
primary causes of cancer can be grouped under
four areas: genetics and family history (a small
percentage), obesity and dietary habits; envi-
ronmental influences and lifestyle factors (in-
cluding smoking).

In Part Two, we learn about treatment options.
This includes conventional treatment, CAM
treatments, an integrative approach, diet and
nutrition, lifestyle factors and supporting your
body during conventional treatment (radiation
and chemotherapy can knock the body down).

Part Three moves to the specifics of the immune
system (a good overview for anyone dealing with
a compromised immune system, including from
HIV), inflammation, hormonal influences, insu-
lin resistance and digestion. As with other parts
of the book, the recommendations would serve
readers well when facing the potential of many
diseases beyond cancer, including diabetes.

Part Four is a chapter-by-chapter review of ev-
ery major type of cancer, such as bladder, bone,
breast, gastric, kidney, lung, ovarian, testicular
and uterine.

While some of the information seems pretty
basic, all of it is important to repeat, and having
it in one book is helpful. For example, their Top
10 Ways to Prevent Cancer and Enhance Health
go beyond basic lists and actually provide in-
depth details on types of fruits and vegetables
and what each might do in boosting the body’s
internal systems.

“Our goal is to present information on inte-
grative cancer prevention and treatment in a
practical, useful manner so you will be able to
make informed decisions based on your specific
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circumstances and comfort level,” the authors
write in their introduction. “You have choices.
We will present scientifically substantiated in-
formation that will help you make decisions.
We understand that the amount of information,
the number of decisions and the implications of
those decisions can be overwhelming. This book
is here to help.”

And the authors succeed in those goals. The
book is accessible for those not in the medical
profession. It is a great read for pretty much
anyone, because everyone should be concerned
about cancer. If it does not personally impact
your own body, you will likely experience the
disease through family and close friends. For
people with HIV and AIDS, as certain drugs are
able to make that disease more manageable,
cancer could sneak in and attack their weakened
immune system. The goal of this book is not to
provide false hope, but to provide tools for po-
tential survival. People will die from cancer, but
the authors hope they can help everyone in eas-
ing their pain and suffering, even if their time
left is short.

The incident rate for all forms of cancer is ris-
ing. Use this book as a guide for yourself in pre-
vention, and keep it ready to use when a crisis
might occur. As the saying goes, “information is
power.” That makes Alternative Medicine Maga-
zine's Definitive Guide to Cancer a powerful new
book.

Authors Lise Alschuler and Karolyn Gazella
will speak about their book, and sign copies,
at a presentation Thurs., Sept. 6, 5:30-8 p.m.
at Murphy Auditorium, 50 E. Erie. RSVP to
Dawn Musich at 847-872-4025.
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SUBSCRIBE NOW 10 THE HOTTEST SHOWS IN TOWN!

THE BUSY WORLD HUSHED
By Keith Bunin
Next Theatre

C““'“\e‘*"‘ .
‘,g Friday September 28, 2007 @ 8pm
A son, a priest, a mother. Faith and love

collide in this provocative love triangle.

ELLA

Book by Jeffrey Hatcher, conceived by
Rob Ruggiero and Dyke Garrison,
Musical Direction by Danny Holgate
Northlight Theatre

Tuesday December 4, 2007 @ 7:30pm

The legend of Ella Fitzgerald comes alive

e

in this swinging musical.

GOOD BOYS AND TRUE
by Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa
Steppenwolf Theatre

Tuesday February 5, 2008 @ 7:30pm

An lvy League-bound senior is the center of a

‘“o;t\e“e\

scandal that threatens to destroy his future

JEKYLL & HYDE
By Frank Wildhorn and Leslie Bricusse
Bohemian Theatre Ensemble
at Theatre Building Chicago
Thursday June 5th, 2008 @ 8pm

The hit Broadway musical that reveals

the two sides to every man.

Andrew Lloyd Webber's
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA
Directed by Harold Prince

Cadillac Palace Theatre ”4/. WE
Wednesday October 31, 2007 @ 7:30pm w

A magical Halloween night at this seductive

international award-wining show!

THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED

By Douglas Carter Beane

About Face Theatre s 04
I?EM

at Center on Halsted ER,

Friday January 11, 2008 @ 8:00pm

The Tony Award-winning hit about a

movie star trying to keep his sexuality under wraps.

“Irresistible” - New York Times

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS
Written by Jules Verne

Adapted / Directed by Laura Eason
Lookingglass Theatre

Thursday April 17th, 2008 @ 7:30pm

A bold and funny whirlwind tour of the globe.

Pkg, klb
M kEl

pus Writers Theatre
Receive a voucher to any show at the award-winning theatre.

le WINDY CITY
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[ GROUP

PRE-PARTIES SPONSORED BY STOLI AT CERTAIN SHOWS.

T NOW TICKETS EXTREMELY LIMITED - ONLY $250

“Robb@windycitymediagroup.com or ca.L 773-871-7610
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KNIGHT AT THE MOVIES

The Bubble,
3:10 to Yuma

BY RICHARD KNIGHT, JR.

Writer-director Eytan Fox and his co-writer, pro-
ducer and life partner Gal Uchovsky, continue to
chronicle gay life in modern-day Israel in their
third film collaboration, The Bubble. I'm still
raving about their previous efforts, 2004’s Walk
on Water and 2002’s Yossi & Jagger, their first
feature collaboration. All three movies share the
same hallmark—they're terrifically entertaining.
Plus, given their location—with its inherent, on-
going political strife—there is added depth that
makes them resonate long after they're over.

“The Bubble” refers to Tel Aviv, a cosmopoli-
tan city that has gotten the nickname because,
for many of its citizens, it seems to exist apart
from the political unrest surrounding it. Three
of those citizens are roommates Noam (Ohad
Knoller), Yali (Alon Friedmann) and sultry Lulu
(Daniela Wircer); the first two are gay. The three
twentysomethings chatter about the latest
episode of the Israeli version of American Idol,
their latest crushes, where to hold the next rave,
etc.—pretty much anything but politics.

But politics arrives on their doorstep, literally,
in the person of Ashraf (Yousef “Joe” Sweid) a
young Palestinian who returns Noam’s wallet
after Noam, who’s a member of the National
Guard, lost it during one of his stints on check-
point patrol. An attraction between Noam and
Ashraf is immediately apparent. “So that’s how
Jews kiss,” Ashraf says after he and Noam do
just that. Later, after a first round of lovemak-
ing on a rooftop, Noam replies, “So that’s how
Arabs do it.” Noam then invites Ashraf to move
in temporarily and entreats Yali to give him a
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job at the café. They insist that Ashraf pretend
to be Israeli to avoid problems and then indoc-
trinate him into their fun-loving life style. One
night theyre nightclubbing; the next visiting a
gay cabaret; and on the third, Noam and Ashraf
attend a production of Bent.

=

But when Sharon recognizes Ashraf as a Pal-
estinian and asks him point blank about it one
day at the café, Ashraf, who is in the country
illegally, takes off in terror of being arrested as
a suspected terrorist. On a whim, Lulu and Noam
decide to cross the border, posing as a French
reporter and cameraman, to visit him and make
sure he's okay. During the visit things escalate
and, at this point, both get a wake-up call that
moves the movie from a breezy romantic dram-
edy into a political melodrama.

It's to the credit of Fox and Uchovsky, who did
much the same thing in Walk on Water, that the
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change in tone doesnt completely negate what
has gone on before. But the melodramatic ex-
cesses of the script at this point, while certainly
entertaining, do seem to stretch credibility. It
would have been more interesting but much less
dramatic to have gone with a different non-res-
olution for the gay couple. By going the melo-
dramatic route for the last quarter of the movie
Fox and Uchovsky turn their movie into more of
a tragic gay version of Romeo & Jules and less
an entertaining slice-of-life variation on Three’s
Company, Israeli-style. Surprisingly, I wanted
more of the latter. I wanted to stay inside The
Bubble for the duration—uvisiting this rarely-
glimpsed world that seems closely yet somehow
desperately patterned after ours. In Hebrew and
Arabic with English subtitles. The Bubble plays
exclusively at the Landmark Century Centre Cin-
ema.

Earlier this summer, a resounding return of the
musical occurred with Hairspray, and now the
western comes galloping back in with 3:10 to
Yuma, a beauty of the genre with another star
performance by Russell Crowe. Crowe plays a vi-
cious outlaw who nevertheless speaks beautiful-
ly; sketches to pass the time away; is irresistible
to the ladies; and is polite and gracious, for the
most part. He's like a Wild West version of Han-
nibal Lector—a lethal lothario—who somehow
connects and empathizes with Christian Bale, a
one-legged former Civil War soldier-turned-cat-
tle rancher who is down on his luck, in his eyes
as wellas those of his wife and two sons. The
rancher is charged with delivering the outlaw to
a train that will take him to prison and collect-
ing a fat reward for his efforts. But before he can
do that, of course, the rancher will have to just
about go through hell in order to succeed.

3:10 to Yuma is director James Mangold’s re-
make of a 50-year-old movie and works because,
like its predecessor, it relies first and foremost
on expert, compelling storytelling, the basis of
any movie that hopes to stand the test of time.
The bravura performances of the cast (aside from
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Crowe and Bale, Ben Foster who played the mis-
understood, coded gay mutant with the angel
wings in X Men: The Last Stand is a standout)
and the breathtaking location cinematography
help this old-fashioned, entertaining western
kick off a great start for the fall movie season.

il

Circumcision, a topic that is surely of wide inter-
est to men of all sexual persuasions, is the sub-
ject of Cut, a documentary made here by Chicago
filmmaker Eliyahu Ungar-Sargon. The film, which
focuses on the controversial practice, explores
the topic from religious, medical and ethical per-
spectives. Sargon will attend the film’s Chicago
premiere, which is being held on Sun., Sept. 9,
at 5 p.m. at the Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N.
State. See www.siskelfilmcenter.com.

Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitytimes.com or www.knightatthemov-
ies.com. Readers can leave feedback at the
latter Web site, where there is also ordering
information on my new book of collected film
reviews, Knight at the Movies 2004-2006.
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REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

OUT OF TOWN

SW FLORIDA CAREFREE RESORT: Premier Lesbian des-
tination. Beautiful 3/2. Unimpeded views of lake, con-
servation area, clubhouse. $279,000 or $399,000
with adjacent lot. Diane or Kathy at (239)731-6366
email sales@resortonch.com (12/26,/07-26)

HOUSES

Beautiful 3 br, 2.5 ba
Penthouse in Old Town!

Gourmet kitchen, high-end finishes
Family room with surround sound
Master suite with a luxurious bath
Loft perfect for a home office

B Garage space is available

1444NOrleans-9D.com

Aglae Velasco Jim Gust
312.264.1299 312.264.1266

avelasco@PruPref.com  jgust@PruPref.com
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CHARMING 2BR GEORGIAN: Plenty of sunlight, spacious
living area, new kitchen apps, gorgeous bay window,
CA, WD, huge master BR, finished basement, new priva-
cy fence, attractive landscaping in large backyard with
room for additions or pool and two-car garage. Close to
public trans, Midway airport, schools and parks. MLS ID
#:06614531, $258,000. Contact Calvin Hupp at Cen-
tury 21 Executives (773)927-1199. (10/10/07-8)

SINGLE FAMILY HOME IN LOGAN SQUARE: 2937 N.
Wisner. $429,000 Come fall in love with this single-

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
®

Have your
premiums
increased
recently?

See me:
Charles T. Rhodes,
Agent
2472 N. Clark
773.281.0890

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
(not in NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ)
Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

family home. Steps to the heart of Logan Square. Walk-
ing distance to Belmont & Logan Square Blue Line. New
kitchen w/granite countertops & island, 42" maple
cabinets & stainless steel appliances. Hardwood floors
throughout. 10 ft ceilings on 1st level and spacious
new bath. 2 bedrooms & bath on 2nd floor. Custom,
built-in window seat with storage. New windows. En-
closed porch. Large back deck overlooking yard. 1.5 car
garage. Tear-off roof in 2003. Updated plumbing and
electric. Contact Marissa Lanzito at Coldwell Banker
(312)867-8151. (9/2/07-4)

CHICAGO PORTAGE PARK: Fantastic 7 BR, 3 BA jumbo
bungalow. Tradition meets today. Original woodwork,
hutch, stained glass and full professional finished base-
ment. $429,900. Mike at Century 21 Elm. (847)293-
3388/ (847)692-6660 ex 123. (9/12/07-4)

STYLE AND CHARACTER AWAIT YOU: In this beautifully
updated 4 bedroom 2.1 bath home in desirable Oak
Park. The gleaming hardwood floors, vintage fireplace
and bright sunroom will welcome you home. Eat-in
kitchen has been recently remodeled with all S/S ap-
pliances. Lincoln School, train, bus, shopping and parks
all within short walking distance. $545,000. RE/MAX
Central West. Call Jeff Lipson (847)687-8914 www.
jefflipson.com. (9/12/07-4)

EVERYTHING NEW IN THIS 4 BR/3 BA OAK PARK BEAU-

HE EENCCTSEIERILTE September 5, 2007

TY!: Complete high quality rehab offers best of old/
new: Elegant foyer, oak floors, artglass, large chef’s
kitchen: 42" maple/cherry cabinets, walk-in pantry,
floating island, SS appliances, WOLF cooktop, dbl-
conv. oven. Large BRs, mstr bath with rainshower &
six jets+whirlpool tub. 2nd flr Ldry rm. Finished LL: lg
rec rm, den, full bath. 2 car garage. Tree-lined block
close to schools, parks, 2 blks from el! $695,000. Erica
Cuneen, Broker, Beyond Properties (708)220-2025,
www.beyondpropertiesrealty.com (10/17/07-8)

TOWNHOMES

WRIGLEYVILLE 3 LEVEL TOWNHOME: 3 Bed, 2 1/2 Bath
Great layout, Well landscaped. Including 2 Car Heat-
ed Garage and $5k Upgr. Credit at Closing. Offered at
$559,000. See photos on our website www.LoftsN-
Homes.com or call to schedule showing (312)373-
7120. (9/19/07-8)

MOVE-IN READY TOWNHOME: Spacious townhome. West
Roscoe Village, Belmont River Club. Skyline views! Two
master bedrooms, 2-1/2 bath. 3rd bedroom option. Ev-
ery upgrade! Great for entertaining! Attached garage.
$595,000. (312)915-5218. (9/5/07-4)

CONDOS
WHY RENT? OWN INSTEAD!: One Bedroom Condo, huge

THE AUTHENTIC CHICAGO COMMUNITY

Sales Center - Open Daily
1200 W. Roosevelt Road
Chicago, IL 60608

312.836.1200

www.RooseveltSquare.com

ERELATED

closets on Sheridan Road near Loyola and Edgewater
Beach. Close to Red Line. Low Taxes $210/year. See
photos and Open House information on our website
at www.LoftsNHomes.com or Call Chris to view this
unit in person (312)373-7115. (9/19/07-8)

TERRIFIC DUPLEX IN ANDERSONVILLE: Condo Rehab
$279,900 2 bedroom, 2 bath combines vintage charm
& modern amenities Hardwood floors throughout,
granite counters, maple cabinets, SS appliances, in-
unit washer/dryer. Separate Dining room for Entertain-
ing. 5136 N Ashland. Geovana Lora-Berger, Coldwell
Banker (312)523-7429 for a showing appointment.
(9/12/07-4)

ANDERSONVILLE. . .LIKE A CONDO, ONLY BETTER!:
Beautiful brick 1923 three flat with vacant first-floor
owner’s unit being prepared for sale. 1350 square feet,
two bedrooms, one bath, high ceilings, natural wood-
work, oak floors, large basement ready for duplexing.
Heart of Andersonville. Watch this space for more in-
formation. (9/19/07-4)

REAL ESTATE

cont’d. on page 18
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Here grows the Neighborhood.

Over 400 families live in phase |.
Be a part of this vibrant
community’s next phase.

Real neighborhood living in the
heart of Authentic Chicago. That’s
Roosevelt Square. Here you're

steps from every convenience

and unique entertainment. Enjoy

sprawling parks and family-owned
businesses. Visit the nearby shops

and restaurants of Taylor Street,
Greektown and Chinatown and still

be minutes from the Loop. Only

Roosevelt Square gives you a solid

community, a vibrant neighborhood

and Authentic Chicago.

Featuring Exciting New

WINNER OF THE

CHICAGO
NEIGHBORHOOD
DEVELOPMENT
AWARD

Floorplans & Home Designs

New Townhomes
and Condominiums from

$250,000 to $975,000

DEVELOWZPED B Y
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BY DAVID BYRNE WITH TONY PEREGRIN

Darren Hayes has a lot to sing about these
days. This is rather apparent on the former Sav-
age Garden vocalist’s third solo outing, This
Delicate Thing We've Made, a two-disc, 26-track
set. Out on his own label, Powdered Sugar, the
Truly Deeply Madly singer-songwriter branches
out with more grown-up topics, such as divorce,
coming out and losing a friend to AIDS-related
complications. Delicate Thing is highlighted by
the summer club hit Step Into The Light, where
Hayes shows off his vocal range with the refrain
“T've never been in love before.” Having scored
dance hits already on his own with Insatiable
and Popular, expect Hayes to flourish with the
aptly titled On the Verge Of Something Wonder-
ful. The out singer is the spokesperson for The
Trevor Project, a hotline aiding youth struggling
with their sexuality.

Not ready to let go of summer? Then be sure
to check out Bebel Gilberto’s latest, Momento.
Produced in part by Guy Sigsworth (Madonna,
Bjork, Frou Frou) and the Brazilian Girls, Mo-
mento loses track of time with Gilberto’s light,
warm, breezy vocals as she croons in Portuguese
and English. The cool electronic backdrop will
not prevent body temperatures from rising,
though. The beautiful Brazilian songbird will be
making another stop in Chicago on Sept. 13 at
Park West, 322 W. Armitage, with Forro In The
Dark as her opening act.

One of the best new romantic remakes is There
Is Always Something There To Remind Me by
Naked Eyes. This British outfit captured the
essence of the early ‘80s music scene with the
personalization of this Burt Bacharach and Hal
David standard. Now after a long hiatus, Naked
Eyes’ surviving member, Pete Byrne, returns, set-
ting his sights on reworking his personal favor-
ites on Fumbling with the Covers. Just do not

|_?
BUSINESS FOR SALE

GREAT BUSINESS OPP IN FABULOUS GALENA, IL: Would
make wonderful gay resort with lots of privacy. Fabulous
34-unit Motel with heated OD pool w/room to expand.
Att'chd 3-BR home, all on 3 1/3 acres. Be your own
boss. Have fun with your friends when they come to

visit. Ruhl-American Commercial Co. Call Greg @
(563)590-8201(9/26,/07-8)

MULTIUNIT BUILDING

ANDERSONVILLE 1923 THREE FLAT: Coming soon. Tired
of Condo boards and rules? Why not own your own
building and have tenants help with the mortgage?
Beautiful, gracious brick three-flat in the heart of An-
dersonville being prepared for sale. Each two-bedroom,
one bath unit is 1350 square feet. Watch this space for
more information. (9/19/07-4)

EDGEWATER: 15 unit building with 2 seperate business-
es; 1 travel & 1 restaurant at 6340 N. Clark. Lot 75" x
160. $1,600,000. (773)878-1616. (11/14/07-12)
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expect to hear the familiar
‘80s synthesizers. Fumbling
with the Covers favors the
simplicity of the acoustic
guitar, which makes this
album stand out in the
vast ocean of cover al-
bums. Opting for new takes
on peculiar choices like
Elvis Costello’s Man Out Of
Time and The Beatles’ Cry
Baby Cry, Byrne even tack-
les Naked Eyes’ standbys
Promises, Promises; There
Is Always There to Remind
Me; and When The Lights

Go Out.
Fitzgerald’s is the
perfect setting for Suzy
Bogguss to showcase her
new material. Scheduled
to perform at the Berwyn hotspot on Sept. 16,
this multi-platinum artist two-steps away from
her familiar country sound on her latest album,
Sweet Danger. On this Loyal Dutchess release,
Bogguss is tempted by jazz and blues. Bogguss
co-produced Sweet Danger with famed jazz and
pop keyboardist Jason Miles (Miles Davis, Luther

F S Suzy
Bogguss.
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Vandross, Sting).

Also performing at Fitzgerald's SideBar is
Jamie Anderson on Sept. 14, as presented by
The Oak Park Area Gay and Leshian Association
(OPALGA) and the Oak Park Area Arts Council.
The recently released Three Bridges compiles
Anderson’s most-requested material from her 20
years of touring. However, the prerequisite two
new songs are included here, too. Just do not
expect another coffeehouse tortured folk singer.
Anderson’s live shows leave the audience in fits
of laughter; for proof, listen to I Wanna Be A
Straight Guy or Menstrual Tango.

Playing at Schubas, 3159 N. Southport, on
Sept. 14 is Heavy Trash. Never missing a beat,
these gritty guitar rockers pay homage to Ameri-
cana six-string pioneers, a recipe for an ideal
‘70s soundtrack. Check out Pure Gold, Kissy Baby
and Crazy Pritty Baby for timeless rock. It may
seem recycled, but there is no garbage on Heavy
Trash’s latest Going Way Out With Heavy Trash.

Especially hand picked again by The Indigo
Girls to guest on the influential duo’s tour,
Girlyman is making two stops in The Windy City

EALESTATE.......

FOR RENT

STUDIO

PRIME EDGEWATER LOCATION!: Remodeled studio in
beautiful neighborhood. $585/mo. all utilities includ-
ed. Credit check required. 1332 W. Hood (773)392-
4550. www.landstarrealty.com (9/5/07-1)

ONE BEDROOM
PRIME RAVENSWOOD!: Spacious 1 BR has open floor
plan, remodeled bathroom, and large eat-in kitchen
with new appliances. Pkg. available. No sec dep. 4816
N. Paulina. $825/mo. (773)392-4550. www.lands-
tarrealty.com. (9/5/07-1)

OLD IRVING PARK AREA!: Large remodeled 1 BR w/DR,
HWFs, & updtd kitch & bath. 3222 N. Karlov. $725/
mo. No sec dep. (773)392-4550. www.landstarre-
alty.com (8/29/07-1)

ROGERS PARK!: Lg remodeled 1 BR and studios in
beautiful vintage building close to el and lake. Credit
check required. No sec dep. 1525 W Estes Ave. $550 -
$565/mo. (773)392-4550. www.landstarrealty.com
(9/5/01-1)

without the Power Of Two singers. Girlyman will
“serve it up” at 3 p.m. at the Midnight Special
Folk Festival on Sept. 9 as well as on Sept. 16 at
Schubas, 3159 N. Southport. The bluegrass-folk
trio strays from Amy Ray’s Daemon Records label
and released its third album, Joyful Sign, itself.

Stepping into the spotlight on his own at
Martyr’s, 3855 N. Lincoln, on Sept. 7 is Jesse
Harris. While Harris" name may not be instantly
recognizable, he is best known for his work with
Norah Jones and Bright Eyes. He even co-wrote
Jones” Grammy-winning song Don’t Know Why.
His two most recent projects are his seventh solo
album, Feel, and the soundtrack to the Ethan
Hawke film The Hottest State, which features
greats like Willie Nelson, Emmylou Harris, Cat
Power and Feist performing Harris songs. On top
of this, Harris is also a producer for the upcom-

ing Billie Holiday tribute compilation due out
on Universal. Also on the bill at Martyr’s is the
buzz-worthy queer New York singer-songwriter
Swati.

Blagk Audio skips past spell check and makes
an impressive entry at the top of Billboard’s
Electronic Albums Chart with its debut, CexCells.
Slated to take to the stage at the Double Door,
1572 N. Milwaukee, on Sept. 18, Blagk Audio
blends the cold ‘80s electronic sounds of De-
peche Mode, Ministry and even Human League
with the sensation of more current bands like
Evanescence and Shiny Toy Guns. There certainly
are similarities to iconic gothic bands, since the
CexCells is mixed by Dave Bascombe (Depeche
Mode, Tears For Fears, Placebo, Suede) and Blagk
Audio is the electronic side endeavor of AFI's

Jade Puget and Davey Havok.

DEEP INSIDE HOLLYWOOD

BY ROMEO SAN VICENTE

Kidman Reunites with Hours Director

Nicole Kidman is, without a doubt, one of
the great screen actresses of her generation.
But since winning an Oscar for The Hours,
she’s appeared in several films not worthy of
her talents, including Bewitched and The In-
vasion. So it's good news that she’s reuniting
with The Hours" gay director, Stephen Daldry,
for a film that will co-star Ralph Fiennes. The
Reader, based on the international best-seller,
deals with a 15-year-old German boy who has
an obsessive love affair with an older woman
during World War II, only to find out after the
war's end that she is the defendant in a Nazi
war crimes trial and is quite likely guilty of an
unspeakable offense. No word yet on when The
Reader goes before the cameras, but it's all but
guaranteed an eventual Oscar marketing cam-

paign.

Gordon-Levitt Grapples with Uncertainty

He may have begun his career with the silly
sitcom Third Rock from the Sun, but Joseph
Gordon-Levitt is rapidly becoming one of indie
cinema’s hottest actors, thanks to his roles in
Mysterious Skin and Brick. He obviously hopes
to keep his streak going with his next proj-
ect, Uncertainty, from The Deep End’s directing
team, David Siegel (who's straight) and Scott
McGehee (who's gay). This new film will be
mostly improvised by the cast, from a script by
the directors about a couple facing an impor-
tant decision on the Fourth of July. Filming is
currently underway, so Uncertainty could be a
certain thing as early as 2008.

TWO BEDROOM
HOT RIVER WEST LOCATION!: Lg 2 BR with great city
views from rooftop deck. HWFs, updated kit & bath, 10
ft ceilings, central air, alarm, near hwy & walk to trans.
Laundry in bldg. Pkg avail. 1480 W. Erie.
$925/mo. No Sec Dep. (773)392-4550.
www.landstarrealty.com. (9/5/07-1)
ROGERS PARK!: Lg 2 BR has sun porch,
HWF, remodeled bath & kitchen with dish-
washer. No Sec Dep. Available October 1!
6738 N Lakewood Ave. $995/mo+heat.
(773)392-4550. www.landstarrealty.
com. (9/5/07-1)

THREE BEDROOM

3 BEDROOM $1,350/MO.: Hrdwood flr, htd,
parking. sfitzpat@rcn.com (773)973-
5842. (9/19/07-4)

OFFICE

WANT TO OPEN A WINE BAR?: Consider
Harbor Country’s newest “destination”-
-LaPorte. This fast developing town is
screaming for an upscale, sophisticated

Biel's Feeling Powder Blue

After Crash won the Best Picture Oscar two
years ago (over Brokeback Mountain, alas),
it was inevitable we’'d get more intersecting-
lives-of-strangers-in-Los-Angeles movies. Now
comes word of Powder Blue, which takes place
entirely on a Christmas Eve of chance connec-
tions. One stranger, played by newcomer Ale-
jandro Romero, happens to be a transgender
prostitute who crosses the path of priest Forest
Whitaker and shares a secret past with him.
Patrick Stewart, Jessica Biel, Kris Kristoffer-
son, Patrick Swayze, and Ray Liotta all co-star.
Shooting now, Powder Blue is expected to hit
theaters in 2008.

Making 0z a Darker Place

Talk about not being in Kansas anymore—
Warner Bros. is returning to Oz, but this time
it's not the Technicolor haven for singing
Munchkins and horses of a different color that
you remember. Todd MacFarlane, the artist who
created the hellish world of Spawn, will bring
his dark Oz toy line to the big screen in a new
movie to be written by Josh Olson (A History of
Violence). 0z will put a new twist on L. Frank
Baum'’s gay-favorite classic, giving us a Dorothy
who takes an active role to save herself from
the bizarre world she’s entered. The studio is
currently seeking a director for the project.

Romeo San Vicente enjoys dressing as one
of the Wicked Witch of the West's flying
monkeys each Halloween because the cos-
tume is skimpy. He can be reached at Deep-
InsideHollywood @gsyndicate.com.

wine bar type business and we have THE best loca-
tion in town. Other G-L businesses opening rapidly.
Check it out: www.giraffedevelopment.com and Call
(847)846-2835. (9/26/07-4)

48 ACRE WOODED RETREAT WITH
LOG HOME AND ARTIST STUDIO

Cazenovia, WI

Premier Property Auction

Sept. 8, 2007 at 12 noon
Info, photos and more at:

www.Qnational Auctions.com

America’s First Gay Auction Company

Ms. M.T.Vann 217-622-4470

Property Preview and Inspection

Wed. 8/29/07, 2-8 and

Mon. 9/3/07, 12-4
Or by Appointment



CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, ser-
vice, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online
section for free. To place an ad, contact Cynthia at
(773)871-7610,  cynthia@windycitymediagroup.
com, or go to our website www.WindyCityMedia-
Group.com.

BODY WORK

BODY WORK NECK TO TOE: By 1 of 3 handsome, mascu-
line guys. Suburban location, easy to get to from I-290/
1-294/ 1-88/ I-355. Minutes from Loop. 7 days, 10AM
on. Fetishes OK. (630)235-4507. (8/29/07-5)

CLEANING SERVICES

CLEANING, MAID AND JANITOR SERVICE: Careful,
caring, meticulous small business and small building
janitorial cleaning service. Landlord/tenant cleaning,
post construction/rehab cleaning, before/after party
cleaning and much, much more. We respectfully clean
for AIDS and other ill patients, the severely depressed,
the elderly, the physically/mentally challenged, divorce,
after the burglar trashed your home/office and the de-
ceased. We'll organize your chaos and then clean it!
Can we help you? Bonded. Chestnut Cleaning Service:
(312)332-5575. (5/24/08-tk)

THE BEST... SUPERIOR CLEANING SERVICES, CORP: Im-
prove your health by hiring our superior cleaning servic-
es for your home! We specialize in cleaning what other
companies do not clean. In-depth cleaning of kitchens,
bathrooms, bedrooms, family rooms, walls, ceilings,
storm windows/blinds, crawl space, basements, attics,
general cleaning. WE CLEAN IT ALL! Chicago and North
Suburbs. Fully insured. (773)338-7920. (PP1/25/08-
52PP)

COLLECTIBLES

CHICAGO'S 1st COOKIE JAR SHOP & RETRO KITCHEN
COLLECTIBLES: Jazz'e Junque 1648 Belmont is having
a huge 10% to 50% OFF SALE! www.jazzejunque.com
(773)472-6450. (10/10/07-26)

COUNSELING

A\Starla R. Sholl, Lcsw

Counseling, Psychotherapy &
Clinical Hypnotherapy

5138 NortH CLARK, 2ZND FLOOR
CHicaco, IL 60640
www.STARLASHOLL.com

773/878-5809

HEALTH INSURANCE

EXPERIENCED CHICAGO AGENT BEATS ONLINE EVERY-
TIME WITH ABSOLUTE LOWEST RATES: Only major
companies + award winning service to GLBT commu-
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nity for 20+ years. Convenient communication: phone,
fax, e-mail, podcast, + apply on-line or appointment.
Call Ron (800)400-7133. www.18004007133.com.
(P6,/05,/08-52)

DECKS

Deck Cleaning
& Sealing

® Powerwash

® Premium Sealers

® Brush Applied

® Treated Lumber
Cedar & Redwood

® Residential,
Condominiums,
Commercial

Chicagoland Deck
Cleaning & Sealing

Since 1995...over 2400
satisfied customers

A Rated Award Winning Company

(773) 348-4516

www.deck-sealing.com

HELP WANTED

HEALTHCARE: FT & PT RN (PM SHIFT) ALSO ON CALL
C.N.A!s, L.P.N’s & R.N.s: Special Rate for on call. Our
friendly, small neighborhood concept offers comprehen-
sive nursing care in a non-institutional setting. Brigh-
ton Gardens of Prospect Heights is a Senior Living Com-
munity that includes a small SNF focused on short-term
rehabilitation and an Assisted Living Neighborhood
that is committed to helping individuals age in place.
Requirements: An innovative approach to care giving,
a positive attitude and a team player. Strong clinical
skills, hospital and/or rehabilitation experience a plus.
Sunrise is an exceptional employer for the following
reasons: Same sex domestic partner benefits. Competi-
tive wages. Tuition reimbursement. Full benefits for part
time and full time employees. Equal opportunity policy
that protects team members from discrimination based
on sexual orientation. For more information on what
makes Sunrise Senior Living a special place to live and/
or work, go to www.sunrisesenoirliving.com. Apply in
person at 700 E. Euclid, Prospect Heights, IL 60070
or send a resume to Lori Korbel, Human Resources,
prospectheights.aa@sunriseseniorliving.com or fax

to (847)797-2705. (9/12/07)

INTERNET CAFES

SIP N SURF AT CYBERIA INTERNET CAFE: 701 N. Wells
Street (@ Huron) in River North. GLBT owned and op-
erated cafe serving Intelligentsia Fresh Roasted Cof-
fee and Teas & Free WiFi. www.CyberiaCoffee.com.

(9/05/07-1)
INTERPRETER

For your American Sign Language/English interpret-
ing needs: To consult with you or your company with
your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/CT/NIC Master, Na-
tionally Certified Interpreter, 773-401-1339, or e-
mail thorpe2001@aol.com [P-TB]

LEGAL SERVICES

markjweidman@aol.com

™
C.
°
Closings
Real Estate Services
Attorney Mark J. Weidman

A
TEL (708) 404-0164

LANDSCAPING
FINE LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION: Thought-
ful Design Work e Hand Selected Plantings e Clay Brick
or Natural Stone e Patios & Walkways ® Driveway Rede-
sign ® Detailed Masonry Walls or Entrance Piers ® Qut-
doors Fireplaces, Firepits & Kitchens @ Artistic Outdoor
Lighting ® Arbors, Pegolas, Funiture e

fessional. Relieve stress, feel better! Non-sexual. South
Shore Area. In, $65/hr. or $85/1.5 hrs.; out, add $20.
(773)933-7219 or (773) 576-4659. (PP2/15/08PP)

MORTGAGE

DO YOUR MORTGAGE WITH MEMBERS OF THE GLBT
TEAM!: Britt Svensson and Lee Warbinton of Chicago
Bancorp: A National Mortgage Banker want to help you.
Buying in Andersonville, Uptown or Edgewater? Or any-
where in the city of Chicago? You could get $15,000 to
cover ALL closing costs! Call Britt and Lee today at
(312)738-6020. britt@chicagobancorp.com lee@
chicagobancorp.com. (AM)

MOVERS
MOVING SOON?: A-Bestway Movers serving Chicago
and suburbs for 55 years. Local and long distance
moving. Licensed and Insured 14258-MC-C. Free Esti-
mates. Phone (773)525-1366. www.a-best-way.com.
(9/19/07-TK)

TRAVEL

NEW BUFFALO: Enjoy 2 or 3 bedroom cottages, 5 blocks
from the lake. Full kitchens, central air, decks; all linens
and dinnerware supplied. Check out www.envoytravel.
com/envoyresorts.htm, call Envoy Travel (312) 787-
2400 or (800) 44-ENVOY. (S)

WINDOW TREATMENTS

WONDERING WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE WINDOWS?:
Call me! I take care of it all from design through instal-
lation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE Inte-
riors, Inc., Specializing in Drapery Treatments for 23
Years. (773) 271-2361. (12/30/07)

Quality Decks ® Precision Lawn Sprinkler
Systems e Fine Outdoor Furnishings e
Fine landscape design and installation.
J JAMES ALEXANDER Gardens 4116
North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 1000,
Chicago, IL 60618 t (773)975-4079
f (773)975-1809 www.jafinegardens.
com (PP4/23/08-52PP)

MASSAGE THERAPY

POWER MASSAGE: Deep, strong, and reju-
venating with lean muscular athlete. In
calls and house calls with table. Late
hours ok. Convenient location. Relo-
cated practice from NYC. Treat yourself.
www.PowerMassageChicago.com. Marc,
(312) 440-1972. (PP4/05/08PP)

YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF!: Experience
the therapeutic benefits of deep tissue/

A e T M N 5 At
E‘AFFING

HOSPITALITY

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

BANQUET WAITSTAFF &
BARTENDERS

FT/PT POSITIONS AVAILABLE

For more info call: (773) 77-SERVE
Fax resumes to: (773) 777-3790

www.ksmstaffing.com

email: jconcannon@ksmstaffing.com

wellness massage by a licensed GBM pro-

www.WindyCityQueercast.com
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Melissa Etheridge: Wide Awake

BY LAWRENCE FERBER

If Melissa Etheridge ran a metaphorical lemonade
stand, she would serve some of the most deli-
cious lemonade in the world. After all, she has
mastered the art of turning lemons into lemon-
ade, morphing pain and life’s challenges into fan-
tastic, transcendent music. Consider 2001’s Skin,
borne from and about her heart-wrenching split
with partner Julie Cypher (who decided to pursue
relationships with men). And her new album, The
Awakening (Island), is the first since her 2004
breast cancer diagnosis and subsequent arduous
battle with the disease. Her ninth album—which
boasts a purity and truth she attributes to the
ordeal—The Awakening is certifiably one of her
strongest, accomplished and most career-defin-
ing works to date.

“OK,” she responds to the compliment, “but
can you tell the universe I'm done with the per-
sonal hell stuff?”

Both hellish lows and heavenly highs are repre-
sented on The Awakening, a concept album that
traces Etheridge’s life and career from the start,
when the Midwest-raised singer/songwriter made
her way to California and found her first gigs and
same-sex affairs, to the triumphs of today, which
include last year’s Best Song Academy Award win
for An Inconvenient Truth’s I Need to Wake Up.
With an additional theme of time travel, the sing-
er takes the opportunity to confront the Melissa
Etheridge of yesterday and of tomorrow (with the
inspirational Message to Myself). She also allows
listeners an intimate and raw peek into her expe-
riences in love, relationships and the bedroom.

Having recently questioned the Democratic
presidential candidates about LGBT issues on
HRC/LOGO's historic panel, today's Etheridge
is in a healthy and pleasant place. Wife Tammy
Lynn Michaels (the inspiration behind Etheridge’s
“happy” 2004 album, Lucky) occasionally ap-

peared in the background as we chatted.

Lawrence Ferber: I loved you on the HRC/
LOGO Democratic candidates’ forum.

Melissa Etheridge: I was so honored to be
there. The crazy thing is I
was thinking, ‘I'm going to
represent my community,
which is an absolutely
impossible thing to do be-
cause our community cuts
across every single group,
organization and kind of
person. There’s absolutely
no way you can really rep-
resent everybody.

LF: Who's the hottest
Democratic  candidate,
having seen them all in
the flesh?

ME: You know, that John
Edwards—he’s a hand-
some boy. And he’s got a
million-watt smile.

LF: Do you get a les-
bian vibe from Hillary?

ME: [Laughs] No. I think it's unfortunate that
a powerful woman who is succeeding is labeled
a lesbian. I don’t know whether to take that as
an insult or compliment. And so here she is, a
powerful woman and of course lesbian stuff all
around her, and if it had been a different sort of
forum I would have said, “Hillary, I'm a lesbian, I
know leshians and you are no leshian.”

LF: Congratulations on the Oscar win. Was it
awkward receiving it from John Travolta and
Queen Latifah—for reasons I won't elaborate
on?

ME: [Laughs] I was wondering if anyone no-
ticed the subtle irony. And you know who I saw
backstage after I won? Jodie Foster. I was like,
“What is the universe telling me?” And you know

Live, One-On-One e

Call now.

GAY PHONE SEX

You want it. We've got it.

Bulletin Board

Guys

1-800-PROMALE

1-800-776-6253
$1.99/min. 18+ Discreetly billed to your Visa/MC

1-900-825-4500

$1.49/min. 18+ Discreetly billed to your phone. $2 connect fee.

© 2007 npp productions, reno, nv customer service (888) 283-3331

are waiting...

they're all looking like, “Congratulations, loud-
mouth!”

LF: So The Awakening is a concept album.
How would you like listeners to approach it?

ME: I would hope the listener would start at
the beginning and listen all the way through and
just take that hour if they can find it in their day.
I used to grab the latest Bruce Springsteen album
and listen to it from beginning to end. Marvin
Gaye, John Lennon—their albums were pieces of
art and you wanted to know what the artist was
saying. I hope people will approach this album
that way.

LF: I love the upbeat pop song Message to
Myself and the sentiment of telling and re-
minding yourself: “I'm sending out a message
to myself/so when I hear it on the radio/ I
will know that I am fine/ I will know that I am
loved.” Do you want people to adopt that song
and say, “This is my message to myself?”

ME: T would. It's just as cheesy and “up with
people” as you can get, but I truly believe that
change starts right inside yourself and you've
gotta start loving yourself before anything else.
Every single choice you make all day long it has
to come from that, and if this song can inspire
anyone to start on that journey I'm proud to have
been part of it.

LF: Tell me about the story behind the blue-
sy epic An Unexpected Rain.

ME: Its me playing in the bars for five years
and all the trouble one girl can get into. If you
listen to the album from the first song all the
way to the end, it's my journey from the Midwest
to California; [the song] Rain is when I got to
Southern California [and] first started really liv-
ing the gay lifestyle, out and finding myself and
having relationships. It's about meeting someone
at a bar and having that one-night stand, but
then [staying] in touch with them. [Later on]
I got a job in Long Beach and they said, “Hey,
come stay at my place while you play down here,”
and, “Gee, are we kind of girlfriends?” And I was
like, “No,” and I chicken-heartedly left, leaving a
note: “Sorry, its not going to work out—bye.” I
gathered some pretty bad karma in my early 20s.
That's kind of what I'm stating; it’s a large apol-
ogy. I really made some bad choices and I'm so
sorry for the unexpected rain and sadness.

LF: On the country-rocker Threesome, you
sing that you don’t want to have a threesome

ONLEINE...

“ever again,” which implies you've had some.
Tell me about the threesome that broke the
camel’s back—and were the women at least
hot?

ME: [Laughs] Well, you know, they're interesting.
And when you're in a relationship that is lacking
and definitely not fulfilling emotionally or physi-
cally and someone comes along... Whatever adjec-
tive you want to put in there, it is that. But when

youfind
the re-
lation-
ship
that
fills you up
emotionally,
physically and makes
you a better person and
doesn't tear you dow [and]
that you can build a family or a
life around, you don’t have time
or the need [for anything else].
You're not aching and looking for
that drama. I barely have time to
kiss you. We're in our life, you
know?

LF: You touch on the con-
cept of time travel on the
album. Is time travel a good

idea, and if it was possible
would you go back and meddle?

ME: I think if we ever got to the point ... where
we truly understood the concept of time, then
time travel would be understood—that it’s all in
the mind and you can go back and fix or meddle
or make right the wrongs of the past by what
you do right now in the present, and in the fu-
ture. It's not like science fiction and you're gonna
climb in a machine and turn a knob and go back
to 1952.

LF: So no Melissa going back in time and as-
sassinating Hitler?

ME: No. Sorry. We can deal with the Hitler is-
sues right now in our life—that’s what time travel
is. Learning from our history and past mistakes.

LF: How are the new twins, Miller Steven and
Johnnie Rose?

ME: Oh, they're beautiful. Ten months old, just
starting to walk and talk and get into the world
and discover things. Every day is different and
beautiful...

LF: Tammy Lynn’s blog, hollywoodfarmgirl.
blogspot.com, received a lot of attention in
January when she wrote that entry about the
Isaiah Washington fracas.

ME: That freaked her out big time. I don't mean
to speak for her, but she loves the blog because
she gets to put out her own feelings. And be-
cause she’s raising the kids right now—{[which is]
a full-time job—whenever she can run into the
room and get 30 minutes to herself, she does it.

LF: Does she have a favorite song on the al-
bum?

ME: Oh... I wonder. [To Tammy] Honey, do you
have a favorite song on my new album? [Tammy
responds in the background.] Awwww... You're
sweet! I've Loved You Before. It's about her. It's
really, really nice [to sing songs about her]. It's
really tender and then you get to share it with
the world. But the first moment of actually sing-
ing it to your loved one is really sweet.

Melissa Etheridge’s new CD, The Awaken-
ing, will be out Sept. 25. See www.Meliss-
aEtheridge.com for more info.

To see the full interview with Etheridge,
check out www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

THE FULL MELISSA
INTERVIEW
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Wednesday, Sept. 5

Association of Latino Men for Action
Gay Wednesday Nights at Bocadillos.
Proceeds benefit ALMA. 8 p.m.- 1 a.m.,
$5 suggested donation, 6739 Ogden
Ave., www.almachicago.org

Center on Halsted Wednesday program-
ming: Youth Gym (4-5 p.m. and 7-8
p.m.); Job Club (4-5 p.m.); Dance Class;
Let's Talk About Sex; What's in Your
Future? (hear from those who made it
in lives and careers). All groups meet
5:30 p.m., 3656 N. Halsted St., www.
centeronhalsted.org

Dyke Mic 2.0 All-ages open mic for
queer women of all gender persuasions.
Every Wednesday. 8-10 p.m., $10, $8
with student ID, Center on Halsted
Hoover-Leppen Theatre, 3656 N. Halst-
ed St., www.centeronhalsted.org, www.
myspace.com/dykemic2,  dykemic@
gmail.com

Gay Liberation Network Meeting
Monthly meeting. 7-9 p.m., Gerber/
Hart Library, 1127 W. Granville Ave.,
www.gayliberation.net

National Lesbian and Gay Law Foun-
dation Lavender Law 2007 Confer-
ence. Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan.
Through Sept. 8. Workshops, speakers,
etc. See www.lavenderlaw.org.

Thursday, Sept. 6

American Veterans for Equal Rights
Chicago Monthly meeting. 7 p.m., Cen-
ter on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.,
773-472-6469 or 773-752-0058 for
more info, www.aver.us

Broadway Youth Center Queer It Up! an
LGBTQ community youth project. 6-7:30
p.m., 3179 N. Broadway, for more info
contact Lara at 773-935-3151 ext. 225
or larab@howardbrown.org

Center on Halsted Thursday program-
ming: Youth Gym (4-5 p.m. and 5:30-

6:30 p.m.); BELONG (team building
and conflict resolution); Art Group. ALl
groups meet 5:30 p.m., 3656 N. Hal-
sted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Murphy Auditorium Lise Alschuler and
Karolyn Gazella presents the Definitive
Guide to Cancer: An Integrative Ap-
proach to Prevention, Treatment and
Healing. 5:30-8 p.m., 50 E. Erie St.,
RSVP at 847-872-4025

NEWTOWN Writers Chicago’s GLBT lit-
erary workshop meets. 7:30 p.m. in a
private home. Contact Barry at frau-
man8@gmail.com or 773-528-3637 for
more info

Friday, Sept. 7

Flesh Hungry Dog Show Live rock show
for queers featuring The Joans, Das
Kapital and Sass Dragons. 9 p.m. start,
Jackhammer, 6406 N. Clark St., www.
fleshhungrydog.com

Gerber/Hart Library Back-to-School
Book Sale. Through Sept. 16. 1127 W.
Granville Ave., www.gerberhart.org for
more info

GLANTS Co-ed nudist group outing to
see Barenaked Lads on Broadway af-
ter a pre-party. Show starts 10 p.m.,
contact Carlos at nkdchtwn@gmail.
com for info

West Suburban Gay Association Dinner
at Cheesecake Factory. 7:30 p.m., 2020
Spring Rd., Oak Brook, www.wsga.com,
west_burbs_gay@yahoo.com, 630-
512-0100

Saturday, Sept. 8

Chicago Chapter of the NAMES Project
Foundation Quilting workshop. Held
every second and third Saturday of the
month. 10 a.m.- 1 p.m., second floor
of Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted,
773-661-0922 for more info

Eagle Buzz Kutt Crazy, free haircuts by
Alan, 11 p.m., 5015 N. Clark St.

Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce
3rd Annual Lakeview East Fine Art
Festival. And Sept. 9. Free juried art
festival features 15 emerging Chicago
artists and 125 world-renowned artists.
10 a.m.- 6 p.m. (and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on
Sunday), Broadway between Belmont
and Roscoe, www.lakevieweast.com

Test Positive Aware Network Annual
Aware Affair: 20 Years on the Edge.
Cocktails, dinner buffets, entertain-
ment, art on display by HIV/AIDS ad-
vocates, silent auction, raffles. 7 p.m.-
12 a.m., $100-$300, MCA Warehouse,
1747 W. Hubbard, RSVP by Aug. 17,
www.tpan.com/awareaffair for tickets
and info

Sunday, Sept. 9

Center on Halsted achurch4me wor-
ship service: Breaking Down Walls and
Building Up Hope with Rev. Elder Jim
Mitulski. 11 a.m., 3656 N. Halsted St.,
www.centeronhalsted.org

PFLAG/Aurora/Fox  Valley  Monthly
meeting; meets second Sunday of each
month. 2 p.m., New England Congre-
gational Church, UCC, 406 W. Galena
Blvd., Aurora, www.pflagchicago.com

PFLAG/Glenview Monthly meeting;
meets second Sunday of each month. 2
p.m., Congregation BJBE, 901 Milwau-
kee Ave., Glenview, 773-935-2398

Monday, Sept. 10

Center on Halsted Monday program-
ming: Meditation/Feelin” Good; Young
Men’s Group; Zee's Discussion Group
(youth-guided). All groups meet 5:30
p.m., 3656 N. Halsted St., www.center-
onhalsted.org

City of Chicago celebrates September as
Unity Month. Kick off event. 12-1 p.m.,
Daley Plaza under the Picasso, 50 W.
Washington, RSVP by Sept. 5 at 312-
742-0212
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Sidetrack A special showtune Monday
celebrates The Color Purple, meet cast
members and win tickets to the show.
3349 N. Halsted St., www.sidetrackchi-
cago.com

Tuesday, Sept. 11

AIDS Foundation of Chicago AIDS Hous-
ing Town Hall regarding the city’s AIDS
housing crisis. 6 p.m., Chicago Bar As-
sociation, 5th floor, 321 S. Plymouth,
contact John Peller at 312-334-0921
or jpeller@aidschicago.org

Center on Halsted Positive Living with
HIV: Examining Quality of Life Issues
6:30- 9 p.m., free, 3656 N. Halsted St.,
www.centeronhalsted.org

Chicago Foundation for Women Ira-
nian human rights activist Shirin Ebadi
headlines the annual luncheon. Hyatt
Regency Chicago, 151 E. Wacker Dr.,
www.cfw.org for more info or call 312-
577-2801

Gerber/Hart Library Lesbian Book
Group: Kindred by Octavia Butler.
7:30-9 p.m., 1127 W. Granville Ave.,
www.gerberhart.org

Lake County Council Against Sexual
Assault Focus group for LGBTQ com-
munity (anonymous and confidential)
to address barriers experienced in ob-
taining services in areas of health care,
legal and law enforcement. Call 847-
244-1187 ext. 25 to register and for
more info

Spitfire Comedy Performance featur-
ing all remaining Chicago members. 7
p.m., $10, $7 students with ID, Apollo
Theater Studio, 2540 N. Lincoln Ave.,
www.spitfirecomedy.com

When You Care Weekly meeting for LG-
BTQA loved ones struggling with sub-
stance abuse. 7-8:30 p.m., Center on
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., www.
centeronhalsted.org

Monday, Sept. 10

h{ki
PURPLE REIGN

The cast of The Color Purple will make an
appearance at Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted.
photo by Paul Kolnik

AN AFFAIR TO
REMEMBER

Test Positive Aware Network (headed by
Rick Bejlovec, above) will mark its 20th
anniversary with a celebration at MCA Ware-
house, 1747 W. Hubbard.

photo by Emmanuel Garcia
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A Truly Amazing Race

BY ROSS FORMAN

Joe LaMuraglia has a ringer for a teammate in
the annual Fireball Run Transcontinental Rally,
a 125-team, 3,500-mile Orlando-to-Los Angeles
adventure rally that begins Sept. 29 at the Am-
way Arena in downtown Orlando.

LaMuraglia joins forces with Evan Darling,
who happens to be the SCCA Southeast Divi-
sion champion who recently placed seventh in
the Homestead-Miami Speedway Grand-Am Cup
Race.

LaMuraglia and Darling also are gay, thus be-
coming the first out, all-gay team to participate
in this yearly cross-country driving event.

“Bottom line, I'm a car geek,” said LaMura-
glia, 39, of Nashville, Tenn. “I remember watch-
ing the movie The Cannonball Run as a kid and
always thought those type of rallies were cool.
But I never thought I could take part in that.”

Well, event organizer J. Sanchez, who is His-
panic and the first Generation X chairman of the

Joe LaMuraglia.
Photo courtesy of LaMuraglia.

Orlando Regional Small Business Chamber, is all
about diversity.

“Diversity plays an important role in ev-
ery aspect of the business community, so why
shouldn't it be the same in motor sports?” San-
chez said.

LaMuraglia has had a partner, Steve, for six
years.

“It's a great race, but it's not all about racing.
It's about having fun,” LaMuraglia said. “We're
using [this event] to show diversity, to show
that not all gays wear Prada and have a size-29-

BUILD YOUR OWN BODY

Certified and Insured Personal
Fitness Trainer and Senior Specialist

SPECIALIZING IN

+ HIV Fitness

+ Senior Fitness

« Strength Training

+ Cardiovascular Workout Programs

Training at Gym or Home
Discount Packages Available

312.907.1720 or 312.909.0733
Jeffrey Gross

inch waist.

“Evan, for instance, is a [professional] race car
driver who just happens to be gay. I think we're
going to have a lot of fun together. He's our se-
cret weapon the two days we're on the track.”

LaMuraglia is serious about his affection for
cars. He is, after all, the founder and CEO of
Gaywheels.com.

“I'm doing this [race] for a lot of reasons,
but I'm competitive, so I want to win. But that
certainly is not the only reason,” LaMuraglia
said. “We also want to generate exposure for
Gaywheels.com and, just as important, change
a lot of people’s perceptions about what it is to
be gay. We want to show people that we're just
like the guy [living] next door. Hopefully we can
dispel a lot of stereotypes.

“This event is not all about (prize) money or a
trophy. But rather, about people who love cars,
love driving, camaraderie, seeing the country
and having fun doing it, and also of course help-
ing a good cause.”

For instance, the hosts and sponsors have
chosen to use Fireball's massive cross country
exposure to help locate America’s missing chil-
dren. Every Fireball Run team will be assigned
a different missing child. The mission: distrib-
ute as many posters as possible along the 3,500
journey. All teams also will apply a full-color
removable decal of their missing child to their
vehicle.

Fireball is working in conjunction with the
Child Rescue Network.

Gaywheels is a resource for the general gay
car consumer, not just the gay car geeks. “We're
trying to raise awareness of gays in the auto-
motive industry and how [gays] take all shapes
and sizes, and this will hopefully dispel some
myths,” he said.

LaMuraglia has been running Gaywheels for
about 10 years and it is the premiere gay-friend-
ly automotive resource center.

Gaywheels showcases gay-friendly companies
- and also those that are not, such as, Honda,
BMW, Acura, Kia and others.

So what qualifies a car makes as non-gay-
friendly in LaMuraglia’s world? “They do not
offer domestic partner benefits to all of their
U.S.-based employees,” he said.

Gaywheels offers an easy-to-navigate informa-
tional resource for gay car consumers and car-
geeks. The top-10 car list from the nationally-
known Kelley Blue Book is drastically different
from GayWheels' top 10 list.

Gaywheels’ top 10 cars are strictly based and
ranked on how often cars are researched on the
site. The list is published, revised every quarter.

“Everyone assumes that [the No. 1-ranked
car] would be a BMW 3-Series convertible, or
some other luxury car, but what our data says
is, that's not what the gay consumer is looking
at [purchasing],” said LaMuraglia, whose site at-
tracts about 35,000 visitors per month.

The Toyota Yaris currently is the top-ranked
car on Gaywheels, based on the number of times
people have read the [car's] reviews or data
about the car.

The No. 2 car is the Saab 9-3, followed by the
Mazda MX-5 Miata, Volkswagen Jetta and Volk-
swagen EOS.

“There are cars on the top 10 list that support
the stereotype that all of us [in the LGBT com-
munity] drive luxury cars, such as, Audi A3 or
Saab 9-3. There also are cars on that list that
dispel the stereotype, such as the Toyota Yaris
or Toyota Camry,” LaMuraglia said.

Articles and reviews on Gaywheels.com are
written by gay writers. Gaywheels also offers in-
surance and financing from a gay-friendly com-
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Fireball event pié.
Photo courtesy of LaMuraglia.

panies. And, it has a list of gay-friendly deal-
ers.

GLEE.com (the Gay, Lesbian and Everyone Else
social networking Web site) is a co-sponsor,
along with Gaywheels and Saab. GLEE.com pro-
motes itself as the only social and professional
networking site for the online GLBT community.

A GLEE.com spokesperson, Taryn Langer, said
it is “taking part in the sponsorship because it’s
important to open up cultural experiences across
a wide spectrum to their GLBT members.”

BY THE WAY...
Joe LaMuraglia’s top three car choices: Saturn
VUE, Audi TT convertible and Volkswagen Jetta.

Blackwolves Split Cup Games

BY ROSS FORMAN

The Chicago Blackwolves couldnt retain their
championship in the annual Coors Cup pre-
dominantly-gay hockey tournament, held Aug.
31-Sept. 3 at the Ice Centre at the Promenade
in Westminster, Colo.

But the Blackhawks kept the L.A. Blades
from advancing to the playoffs —and it was
the Blades who won the gold medal last sum-
mer in Chicago at the Gay Games.

The Blackwolves, who were playing in the
top-tiered Competitive Division (as opposed
to Recreation in 2005), lost their first two
games, falling 6-0 to the Consenting Adults
and 8-0 to the host Colorado Climax. The
Chicagoans regrouped in their third game, de-
feating Mutiny 6-2 behind a five-point perfor-
mance (three goals, two assists) from Rusty
Fleury, the goaltending of Keith Halverson (22
saves) and solid defense from Billy Reay and
Elizabeth Arundel.

Fleury earned the game’s MVP honors.

Laura Moss split time between forward and
defense for the Blackwolves, while Larry Zyks
centered several scoring chances.

The Blackwolves build a 2-0 lead over the
Blades before the Blades cut it to 2-1. Fleury
scored what proved to be the game-winning
goal as the Blackwolves ultimately triumphed,
3-2.

“After a rough start to the tournament, I was
glad to see the team rebound in our final two
games, especially hanging on to defeat the
Blades after they came to Chicago last sum-
mer and won first place in the [Gay] Games,”

said Chuck Jacobson, founder of the Chicago
Gay Hockey Association (CGHA), who scored
a goal against the Mutiny. “The Coors Cup has
developed into, arguably, the best gay hockey
tournament in the nation.”

Chicagoan Austin Baidas played for the Hol-
lywood Blades in the Recreation Division.

The 2008 Coors Cup will be held next Labor
Day weekend in Los Angeles.

Austin Baidas.
Photo by Ross Forman.
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STARRLIGHT

BY STEVE STARR

Beyonce Knowles, one of the most beautiful and famous
music and film stars in the world, arrived amid intense ex-
citement at the incredibly opulent Alhambra Palace, 1240
W. Randolph, on Aug. 18, where she socialized with dozens
of friends and special fans in the luxurious VIP room hidden
away in the south corner of the dramatic tiered balcony.

Hundreds of gorgeous people socialized in the Alhambra’s
exotic lounge, and a thousand more dined, drank and danced
below the Alhambra’s gigantic star-shaped fixture as they
awaited a glimpse of their idol.

Knowles truly is as breathtaking in person as she is in
her videos and on the screen in Dreamgirls, and I was truly
thrilled when she posed for me.

Beyonce Giselle Knowles was born Sept. 4, 1981, in Hous-
ton, Texas. She began performing at the age of seven and
the little girl became a soloist in her church’s choir. In 1997,
she became the founder, lead singer and chief songwriter
for Destiny’s Child. They sold over 33 million albums, which

made them the best-selling female group of all time while
winning dozens of awards and three Grammys. In 2001, Be-
yonce became the very first African-American woman to win
the ASCAP Pop Songwriter of the Year Award, and the second
woman to ever receive the honor. In 2003, she began her
solo career, and was the best selling female artist of that
year, winning a record-tying five Grammy Awards.

Knowles has also appeared in several Hollywood films,
including Austin Power’s Goldmember (2002), The Fighting
Temptations (2003), The Pink Panther (2006) and Dreamgirls
(2006).

Photo of Dr. Amer Rustom and Beyonce Knowles at the Al-
hambra Palace, Chicago, on Aug. 18 by Steve Starr

Steve Starr is the author of Picture Perfect-Art Deco Photo
Frames 1926-1946, published by Rizzoli International Pub-
lications. A photographer, designer and an artist, he is the
owner of Steve Starr Studios, celebrating its 40th anniversary
in 2007. Phone 773-252-5171 for further information.

Photo of Steve Starr in Chicago, Sept. 2, 2006, by Patrick
Hipskind
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