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LGBTs part of May 1

immigration march

BY YASMIN NAIR

The 2006 Sensenbrenner Bill (HR 4437)—also
known as The Border Protection, Anti-terrorism
and Illegal Immigration Control Act of 2005—
prompted widespread protests nationwide. In
Chicago, the March 10 Movement mobilized a
rally of 200,000 immigrants in downtown Chi-
cago. Subsequently, national immigrant-rights
groups began staging immigrant rights rallies on
May Day (May 1) to emphasize the connection
between labor and immigrants.

This year, the May Day immigrant-rights march
organizers in Chicago have, in a change from
previous years, included an anti-war message
along with a call for legalization of all undocu-
mented people.

That's not the only change. For the first time
since 2006, local Chicago queer groups have is-
sued an open invitation for queers and queer
immigrants to join in solidarity with May Day or-
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Teacher
same-=sex
bill fails

BY AMY WOOTEN

A measure that aimed to extend survivor ben-
efits to the same-sex partners of Chicago Public
School teachers fell short by a 43-67 vote after
a long debate.

HB 4731 was sponsored by openly gay state
Rep. Greg Harris, D-Chicago, who vowed to keep
fighting for its passage despite the setback. The
measure would have extended survivor benefits,
at no cost to taxpayers, to the same-sex part-
ners of Chicago Public School teachers who have
passed away.

“I think people were just not ready for it,”
said Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) lobbyist Traci
Cobb-Evans. Cobb-Evans added that although
CTU was very clear about why such a bill was
needed, she thought many legislators still be-
lieved its passage would “open up a can of
worms.”

CTU is an organization of educators seeking
to advance teacher’s rights, improve learning

Turn to page 6

Aurora Pineda (above) will take part in the
May 1 immigration march. Photo by Andrew
Davis

ganizers. Several LGBTQ groups, including Ami-
gas Latinas, ALMA (Association of Latino Men
for Action), Orgullo en Accion and Gay Libera-

tion Network (GLN) are participating.

So, queer immigrants will organize under a big
tent—or at least a big rainbow flag. But what
does a queer presence mean in an immigration
reform movement that’s focused on labor? Do
U.S.-born queers and immigrant queers face the
same issues around immigration?

This isn’t the first time that immigrant queers
have marched in the rallies, and many have been
working in the immigrant reform movement be-
fore working for queer issues. Tania Unzueta, di-
rector of RadioArte’s youth program and produc-
er of the radio show Homofrequencia, remembers
that the March 10 Movement's first rally in 2006
made her realize that she would be coming out
twice—as queer to the immigrant-rights move-
ment and as an immigrant to those who did not
know about her background. She remembers nu-

Turn to page 6

NEARLY REDDY

Holly Near (left) and Helen Reddy, who were prominent members of the ‘70s music scene, will
be in Chicago this week at separate events. Read interviews with them on pages 11 and 12,

respectively.
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Thursdays in Itasca just got a
whole lot trendier with Trend
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Lounge.
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Discover the long and storied history of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender people through the Out at CHM series, now in its fifth year.
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Marianne Duddy-Burke. Photo provided by
Duddy-Burke

Dignity
confronts
the pope

BY BOB ROEHR

Gay and lesbian Catholics were among those who
flocked to events during Pope Benedict XVI's
visit to the United States, which concluded April
20, but there were few smiles upon their faces.
They came to protest the career of a man noted
for his anti-gay positions in his service to the
church.

“We are holding up the Pope’s words and ac-
tions to confront him with the horrific nature
of the dehumanizing and demeaning language
he has used against gay people for so long. We
want to contrast that with the tremendous gains
that GLBT Catholics have made in the Church in
recent decades,” said Marianne Duddy-Burke, ex-
ecutive director of Dignity USA.

“It is fair to say that this pope has used more
shameful rhetoric abut the gay and leshian com-
munity than any religious leader of the modern
era.” Duddy-Burke added that his continued op-
position to the use of condoms to reduce the
spread of HIV “has left him with the blood of
millions on his hands.”

“He needs to own up to the damage that his
policies have caused. And see all of the ways
that dogma triumphing over compassion is the
antithesis of the gospel he is supposed to repre-
sent,” she said.

“We present ourselves to Pope Benedict to
remind him that God does not make mistakes
and welcomes all of us into the Church. We ex-
pect as the Vicar of Christ, so should he,” said
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the Washington chapter of Dignity in a state-
ment released just days before the pope’s plane
touched down.

It noted that the chapter was founded in 1972
in the cafeteria of the Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception on the campus of Catholic Univer-
sity, where the Pope met with his bishops Wed.,
April 16.

The pope, in an earlier role when he was still
Cardinal Ratzinger, was called “Rottweiler” by
some for his tenacious defense of conservative
church dogma. Those included fervent opposi-
tion to abortion, the inclusion of women in the
priesthood, homosexuality and same-sex mar-
riage.

One of those actions included banning Dig-
nity from meeting on Church property. The
now deceased Rev. Timothy S. Healy, president
of Georgetown University, would later say that
evicting Dignity from the campus chapel was the
thing he was most ashamed of in his career.

Dignity USA released an open letter On the
Pastoral Care of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans-
gender People April 16. The four-page, 10-point
letter called for full inclusion of GLBT Catholics
in the life of the Church; a revision of the the-
ology of sexuality to acknowledge the expres-
sion of divine love “in the absence of possible
procreation;” and the acceptance of both civil
marriage of same-sex couples and the blessing
of their relationships within the Church.

Duddy-Burke said it is “an attempt to contrast
what the Church offers at this point with what
gay and lesbian Catholics, their families, and
gay-friendly parishes are already offering for
people.”

“At the grassroots level, we don’t face the
same kind of day-to-day difficulties in our lives
that we faced twenty years ago, or even ten
years ago,” she said.

She pointed to a number of parishes that con-
sider themselves gay-friendly, and “even those
that do not officially do outreach to the com-
munity have gay and leshian members who are
perfectly happy and content there.”

Duddy-Burke said there are gay-straight alli-
ances on more than forty campuses of Catholic
colleges and universities across the nation.

“All of those Catholics shouldn't feel like they
are oddities because they love their gay kids or
siblings, we want to let them know that they are
actually in the mainstream. It is the Pope who is
out of touch.”

Two medical
marijuana bills
introduced in
House

BY BOB ROEHR

Two bills introduced into the U.S. House of
Representatives April 17 would put a serious
dent into federal prosecution of medical use
of marijuana and offer protection to patients
who use it.

Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., is a leader on
both measures. The Medical Marijuana Patient
Protection Act (HR 5842) would reschedule
marijuana from a Schedule I to a Schedule II
drug under the Controlled Substances Act. The
change would allow physicians to recommend
use of marijuana under conditions set by state
law.

An Act to Remove Federal Penalties for the
Personal Use of Marijuana by Responsible
Adults (HR 5843) would eliminate federal
penalties for the possession of small amounts
(up to 100 grams) or not-for-profit transfer of
small amounts (up to one ounce, 28.3 grams)
of marijuana. It would create a civil penalty of
$100 for the public use of marijuana.

It would not legalize growing or distribu-
tion of commercial quantities of marijuana, nor
would it affect any state laws.

“When doctors recommend the use of mari-
juana for their patients and states are willing
to permit it, I think it's wrong for the federal
government to subject either the doctors or
the patients to criminal prosecution,” Frank
said in introducing the measures.

“Literally, to make a ‘federal case’” out of it
is wholly disproportionate to the activity in-
volved. We do not have federal criminal pro-
hibitions against drinking alcoholic beverages,
and there are generally no criminal penalties
for the use of tobacco at the state and federal
levels for adults. There is no rational argument
for treating marijuana so differently from these
other substances.”

Continuing on that, Frank said, “I think it
is poor law enforcement to keep on the books
legislation that establishes as a crime some-
thing which in fact society does not seriously
wish to prosecute. In my view, having federal
law enforcement agents engaged in the pros-
ecution of people who are personally using
marijuana is a waste of scarce resources better
used for serious crimes.”

L

Rep. Barney Frank. Photo by Rex Wockner

Keith Stroup, legal counsel for the National
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
(NORML), said no decriminalization bill has
been introduce in 37 years. “If passed by Con-
gress, this legislation would legalize the pos-
session, use, and non-profit transfer of mari-
juana by adults for the first time since 1937.”

The bill incorporates the basic recommenda-
tions of the National Commission on Marijuana
and Drug Abuse, which was issued during the
Nixon administration, in 1972.

“Congressman Frank’s bill represents a major
step toward sanity in federal marijuana policy,”
said the Marijuana Policy Project’s Aaron Hous-
ton. “The decades-long federal war on mari-
juana protects no one and in fact has ruined
countless lives. Most Americans do not believe
that simple possession of a small amount of
marijuana should be a criminal matter, and it's
time Congress listened to the voters.”

The lead sponsor of the medical marijuana
bill is Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas. The bipartisan
group of initial cosponsors includes Sam Farr,
D-Calif., Frank, Maurice Hinchey, D-N.Y., and
Dana Rohrabacher, R-Calif., They had support-
ed similar legislation in earlier sessions of Con-
gress but no hearings were ever held on those
bills.

Caren Woodson, speaking for Americans for
Safe Access, said, “By disregarding marijuana’s
medical efficacy, and undermining efforts to
implement state laws, the federal government
is willfully placing hundreds of thousands of
sick Americans in harms way.” The nationwide
group advocates for medical marijuana.

A study published online in the Journal of
Pain April 17 offered further evidence of the
utility of marijuana in reducing pain. In this
study, conducted at the University of Califor-
nia-Davis, patients experiencing neuropathic
pain from diabetes, spinal injury and multiple
sclerosis smoked marijuana cigarettes contain-
ing controlled amounts of the active ingredient
THC.

Windy City Times is seeking to recognize 30 more outstanding LGBT
individuals (and their allies) who are under 30 years of age.
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Davis' attention to 773-871-7609.

Chicago House, and Howard Brown Health Center.

The nomination should be 100 words or less and should state what achievements
or contributions the nominee has made. Nominators should include their own
names and contact information as well as the contact information of the nominee.

Please email nominations to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com or fax to Andrew
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Kevin Clewer:
The Search
Continues

BY ANDREW DAVIS

Openly gay Chicagoan Kevin Clewer was found
murdered in his home on the 3400 block of North
Elaine on March 24, 2004, having died from mul-
tiple stab wounds. (He would have celebrated
his 36th birthday on April 7, 2008.)

Clewer's killer has not been apprehended.
However, Ron Clewer, Kevin’s brother, still har-
bors hope that Kevin’s case will have proper clo-
sure and that the murderer will be caught. Ron
recently talked with Windy City Times about the
case and his family.

Windy City Times: What's the latest regard-
ing leads in your brother’s case?

Ron Clewer: I haven’t spoken to the detective
recently, but back in November Kevin’s case had
been changed from the detective who had been
handling it to a cold-case squad. They were go-
ing to start at the beginning and review all the
stuff. The detectives have said that not much
has happened in the past year [although] they
had followed up on a couple of leads, [includ-
ing] one somewhere east of Chicago, which
turned out to be a dead end.

WCT: Are they still looking for someone who
fits the description of “Fernando” [the person
of interest wanted for questioning, featured
on www.4chicagokev.com]?

RC: Well, supposedly all indications are that
Kevin met this gentleman in a bar that night—
but the one thing that I was surprised to hear is
that they're not necessarily saying that “Fernan-
do” killed Kevin but that he was one of the last
people to see him alive, so they'd like to talk to
him. [The detectives] don't know if “Fernando”
isn‘t rising to the surface, if you will, because he
did so something or if he’s scared he’s going to

www.rideforaids.org

Kevin Clewer. Photo courtesy of Ron Clewer

be blamed for something he didn’t do, so they're
still looking to the community to help uncover
where he is.

WCT: Is there something the family does on
Kevin's birthday, like a memorial?

RC: We were doing public memorials prior to
the passing of my parents. [Clewer’s parents,
Pamela Lynn Clewer Hansen Cunningham and
James Clewer, died within weeks of each oth-
er in 2005.] It took a while to get beyond the
numbness of it all.

As a family, we had been pushing to find an-
swers to Kevin's case. When my mother passed,
I was talking with the media and it was kind of
hard. When my father passed away, it was too
much; I had to step back for a little bit and say,
“I just can’t do this right now.”

I think that kind of pushed folks away [and]
it's been really hard to express interest in it. I
realize that it's not out there any more and that
there are a lot of other things out there, but I
put up a wall to protect myself and pushed the
media away, which was not my intent at all; I
just couldn't do it.
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WCT: How have you been able to deal with
everything?

RC: I don’t know. With my mom, it all hap-
pened so damn fast, to be honest with you. With
Kevin's passing, I was very focused on finding
answers—but my parents were aging and mak-
ing themselves ill over it. When my mom got
sick, it was like this light bulb went off; she
didnt even know she was sick. She had lung
cancer and cancer throughout all her internal
organs. She thought she was tired and that she
had some kind of cold.

She went into the hospital on a Sunday and
passed away that Wednesday after she was put
into a medically induced coma on that Monday.
... I went by the hospital that Wednesday night.
I started to doze off and the monitor went off;
they said it was nothing, but I had this bizarre
feeling. So I stood up and said to her, “When
they bring you out of this, if it’s really serious,
it'’s going to be painful for you. I don’t want you
to fight it because I know you really feel you
need to be with Kevin. I want you to do what’s
best for you.” Two minutes later, her monitor
went off. They told me that she was going into
cardiac arrest, and the doctor [who they got on
the phone] told me that my mom had lung can-
cer and brain cancer, so I had to make a decision
[whether to revive her]. I said, “I don't want
her to suffer for me,” and she passed away 30
seconds later.

Then, [a few weeks later] my dad passed away.
I got a call from my dad’s job. Even though I was
told that everything would be OK because they
told me that he had [merely] passed out, I knew
[the truth]. It all just kind of happened, and I
don’t know how I found the strength.

Anyone with information should contact
Detective Steve Schorsch at 312-746-9690 or
Cook County Crimestoppers at 800-535-7867
(for those who wish to remain anonymous),
or visit www.4ChicagoKev.com.
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Series to tackle
Black LGBT
youth issues

Due to a growing concern regarding issues
in the African-American LGBT community, The
House of Avant-Garde/School of Opulence
will hold an upcoming town hall meeting.

The town hall, hosted by Father Tommy
Avant-Garde and Miss Tyanna Milan, will
address issues in the young African Ameri-
can LGBT community such as homelessness,
healthcare, education and more. The upcom-
ing meeting is part of a series of town hall
discussions called “By Popular Demand.”

The event will take place April 29, 6-10
p.m., at 637 S. Dearborn. Call 773-522-4344
for more information.

Dr. Laura
nominated again

For at least the third year, controversial
personality Dr. Laura Schlessinger has been
nominated for induction to the National
Radio Hall of Fame (NRHOF), housed at Chi-
cago’s Museum of Broadcast Communications
(MBC).

Schlessinger is nominated in the National-
Active category. Other nominees in that cat-
egory include Howard Stern and Bob Costas.

Another controversial nominee is “Focus on
the Family,” founded by Dr. James Dobson in
the mid-1970s. The Focus on the Family or-
ganization has boycotted companies that it
feels supports gay rights, including Proctor &
Gamble.

The national online balloting—which is
free, but requires registration—will begin
May 1 and ends at midnight July 15. See
www.radiohof.org.

Jane
RFAC Rider 2006

Photo by
Photographye3
Design by

Wilde C3 Design.
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MARCH from cover

merous rainbow flags dotting the rallies.

For Aurora Pineda and fellow members of Ami-
gas Latinas, immigration became an issue when
they came into contact with immigrant Latinas
who were not out. They feared coming out or
getting divorced, not because of domestic-vio-
lence issues, but because they'd find themselves
without legal status: Married queer immigrants
face different consequences than citizens be-
cause they lose their immigration status as the
spouses of citizens/permanent residents.

That raises the issue of binational couples.
The mainstream gay-rights community empha-
sizes the issues of those who are either sepa-
rated from non-citizen/non-permanent resident
partners or feel compelled to leave the coun-
try to be with partners; the Uniting American
Families Act (UAFA) is supposed to remedy that
by granting the same rights of sponsorship of
partners to same-sex couples that opposite-sex
couples have. GLN’s Andy Thayer, for one, spoke
at length about the issue and refers to the “le-
galization of binational couples.”

However, the UAFA only benefit those already
with legal status. Even straight married couples
can no longer use marriage as an immigration
solution. In 1996, the Clinton administration

WINDY CITY TIMES

passed the Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act. The penalty for
undocumented people, even those married to
citizens, can be severe: They can be required to
return to their home country for as long as 10
years, and can only return to the U.S. after suc-
cessfully petitioning to return from within said
country —through a complex and often onerous
process.

For Pineda, family reunification is a major is-
sue for queer immigrants. She and her partner
Karen Rothstein-Pineda have an infant, are ac-
tive in creating a Spanish PFLAG (Parents, Fami-
lies and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), and she
speaks frequently about the need to recognize
the legitimacy of queer families. Pineda doesn’t
believe that only queers within traditional fami-
lies should count and is critical of moralistic
overtones in LGBTQ organizing: “The reality is
that once you pull those doors of your house
[shut] behind you, you might be doing the same
thing the person [you criticized] is doing. Who
cares?”

The reality of the different social structures
occupied by queer or non-queer immigrant
youth resonates for Unzueta, who works with 40
immigrant youth, of whom about 15 are queer.
She recalls one youth worried about her undocu-
mented mother, who was also being harassed at

LGBT individuals were among the participants
at last year’s march. Photo courtesy of GLN

work. Like many queer youth, queer immigrant
youth can become homeless upon coming out.
For Unzueta, access to education is, therefore,
a high priority. The recent DREAM (Develop-
ment, Relief and Education for Alien Minors) Act
troubles many immigration activists, because it
promises access to college and legalization for
undocumented youth—on the condition that
they serve two years in the military. Many see
this as taking advantage of already disenfran-
chised youth. Unzueta points out that it's es-
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pecially problematic for immigrant youth who
may be anti-war and for queers who must face
“a homophobic institution” like the army.

There are other issues that queers are con-
cerned about. For many years now, several
groups nationwide, including advocacy groups
like National Immigrant Justice Center, New
York’s Queers for Economic Justice and the AIDS
Legal Council of Chicago, as well as local activ-
ist groups like CLIA (Chicago LGBTQ Immigrant
Alliance), have called for an end to the ban on
HIV-positive travelers and immigrants. In ad-
dition, there’s a push for allowing more queer
immigrants to ask for asylum on the grounds of
sexual orientation. (Then-Attorney General Ja-
net Reno legalized the measure in 1994.)

So, there will be as many approaches to queer
immigration as rainbow flags on May Day. For
queers and non-queer immigrants alike, partici-
pation itself can be stressful, especially if they
have prior criminal records for even minor in-
fractions. But queer organizers are optimistic
about creating a safe space as well as solidar-
ity with the larger immigrant-rights movement.
Asked about what non-immigrant queer groups
ought to be mindful of at a march that’s about
legalization of the undocumented and orga-
nized by an immigrant rights coalition, Unzu-
eta is cautiously optimistic: “I hope that it is
with a feeling of solidarity rather than with a
feeling of righteousness. Yes, it's important to
fight for inclusion of LGBTQ people within immi-
grant rights, but the march calls for very specific
things: legalization, worker’s rights, education.
This would be a space to create community.”

On May 1, look for the Rainbow Flags in the
Union Park at 11 a.m in order to join the con-
tingent, or call GLN at 773-209-1187 to find
it.

On April 30, CLIA will hold a forum: Im-
migration at the Margins: Domestic Violence,
Sex Work, HIV, and Trafficking at the Center
on Halsted, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. See www.centeron-
halsted.org.

TEACHERS from cover

conditions and promote quality public educa-
tion.

Among issues brought up during the debate
were concerns over the bill being “discrimina-
tory” against unmarried straight couples and
that the level of commitment in same-sex
partnerships was vague and undefined.

In a statement made following the failure
of the bill, Harris said that he hoped the pas-
sage of a civil unions law in Illinois would
help solve these concerns that were brought
up during the extensive debate.

“Otherwise, these arguments seem to be a
smokescreen for continuing to deny fair and
equal treatment for all Illinois families,” Har-
ris said in the statement.

Chicago-area state representatives largely
supported the bill.

“I think it's going to take years for people
to realize it simply helps those few teachers
who are being treated unfairly,” Cobb-Evans
said. Cobb-Evans said that the bill would
have impacted only about seven households
if it became law, CTU estimates. Only a hand-
ful of Chicago teachers have qualified domes-
tic partners.

Although the bill’s failure is a disappoint-
ment to CTU, Cobb-Evans said the organiza-
tion is pleased that the bill at least made
it out of committee and onto the floor for
a third reading and standard debate, as op-
posed to last year.

“We'll just start anew next year,” Cobb-Ev-
ans said.

She added that CTU plans to work toward
getting more CTU members involved and hav-
ing one-on-one conversations with lawmakers
to see what is holding them back on support-
ing the bill.
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Dr. David Halperin (above) was one of the sex
forum'’s speakers.

Forum attendees
talk about sex

BY AMY WOOTEN

Sex and gay men’s health were the focal points
of a recent rousing discussion at the Center on
Halsted.

Project CRYSP and Lifelube.org co-sponsored
its first community forum about gay men’s
health. “’Good’ Sex? ‘Bad’ Sex? Just What Do Gay
Men Want, Anyway?” was hosted by Fausto Fer-
nos and Marc Felion (Feast of Fools podcast),
and featured panel experts Dr. David Halperin
(author of What Do Gay Men Want?), DePaul
University’s Dr. Gary Harper and Northwestern
University’s Dr. Michele Morales. Although many
topics were touched on—from crystal meth to
the idea that younger gay men think HIV is a
manageable disease—the conversation fre-
quently returned to the stereotyping of the com-
munity and communication.

The conversation started by exposing the neg-
ative light often cast on gay men by research
and science.

Researchers face a “double bind,” said Mo-
rales. Although it is important to acknowledge
the real problems that face a community, such
as substance abuse, sometimes focusing on
these issues “constructs the idea we are not well
as a community,” she said. Morales said its no
coincidence that homosexuality and alcohol-
ism emerged as identities around the same time
roughly 100 years ago.

Morales pointed out that research tends to fo-
cus on the few variables that differ between gay
and straight men, and exaggerates findings.

“We are invested in finding problems in our
community to show that homophobia and dis-
crimination exists,” Morales said. “We have, in

fact, backed ourselves into a corner.”
“As a society, we tend to demonize what gay
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men do,” Harper said.

Morales stated that it’s hard to find medical
journals highlighting ways in which gay men are
healthier than straight men. In scientific litera-
ture, “there’s no room for us to be well,” she
said.

According to the speakers, the gay community
also plays a role in this. Harper, who agreed
with Morales, discussed how gay men separate
themselves from straight men, while youth are
redefining what it means to be gay.

“Sometimes we put ourselves in our own box-
es,” Harper said, adding that gay men also help
perpetuate stereotypes and restrictions, for ex-
ample, of “tops” and “bottoms.”

Adding to the problem, Halperin discussed,
are the inaccurate psychological concepts used
to describe gay men. Researchers are trying to
figure out the inner lives of gay men and why
they engage in risky sex by researching “what
makes us behave so badly,” Halperin said.

He added that clichés that gay men are act-
ing irrationally or can't control their behavior
are being used to describe gay men, and these
clichés are damaging.

In fact, Halperin said, gay men have been put-
ting their heads together and taking steps to
prevent infection for years. They are also trying
to move beyond the old condom rule and trying
to explore other means of prevention.

During a question-and-answer session, there
was some lively debate on Halperin’s claims that
it'’s okay to try other prevention methods, such
as serosorting (people of the same HIV status
engaging in sexual activities with one another),
which was backed by the San Francisco Depart-
ment of Public Health.

Project CRYSP will hold a second community
forum June 12 at Center on Halsted. The topic
has not yet been decided.

Read the entire article at www.WindyCity-
MediaGroup.com.

NU hosts queer
media symposium

BY YASMIN NAIR

Is queer visibility always desirable? What are the
politics and conditions of visibility? Who gets
to produce the representations and who gets to
consume them?

Two queer scholars engaged such questions
as part of an April 18 queer media symposium
at Northwestern University, 1800 Sherman, Ev-
anston, organized by graduate students Margo
Miller and Hollis Griffith, and sponsored by the
Center for Screen Cultures and the Department of

?
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fine but easy to recognize.

Radio, TV and Film.

Kara Keeling, assistant professor at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, presented “Queer
Times/Black Futures,” about queer histories and
futures in cinema. She compared Isaac Julien’s
1988 film Looking for Langston, about Langston
Hughes, to the 2005 documentary The Aggres-
sives, directed by Daniel Peddle. The latter fol-
lows six young masculine-identified women in
New York. These include Marquise, who joins the
Army but disappears just before the Iraq inva-
sion.

According to Keeling, Langston simultaneous-
ly “renders the Harlem Renaissance legible” and
locates Black gay desire in a project of recover-
ing queer moments that have been “hidden from
history.” The Aggressives, however, organizes
time idiosyncratically and, except for the war,
it is usually difficult to establish when things
happen. Marquise’s disappearance might prompt
audiences to ask “Where is she?” However, Keel-
ing asked about the ethical implications of look-
ing for someone marked by a “refusal to remain
bound by the visual economy” of the film and
of the surveillance of the army: “the benefits of
visibility are unevenly distributed.” Keeling sug-
gested that rather than ask where Marquise had
gone, we ought to ask, “When is she?” By this,
Keeling was referring to the need to consider
how young, trans-identified and disenfranchised
African Americans try to resist the surveillance
of institutions like the army, seen as their only
escape, by leaving the literal and cinematic
timeline of the film. In that sense, for some, “a
queer Black future looks like no future at all.”

Kelly Kessler, an assistant professor at Rutgers
University, presented “Gabbin’, Glammin’, and
Growin": The Evolution of The L-Word’s Online
Community.” Kessler is both a fan and theorist
of the show, and a member of Second Life, an
interactive site that allows participants to live
in a computer-generated virtual simulation of
The L-Word. Much of her talk was based on a
live interactive demonstration of her participa-
tion in the fan group. According to Kessler, Sec-
ond Life, created by the show’s producers only
gives the illusion of democracy and diversity.
According to Kessler, avatars (online personae)
require people to subscribe to gender roles. In
addition, participation requires considerable
technological dexterity and is defined by access
to funds—adding accessories, even basics like
hairstyles and clothing, requires participants to
pay extra. Women are reduced to feminizing ste-
reotypes like full makeup and long hair; the de-
fault persona is young and highly sexualized. All
this means that Second Life only “reinforces the
cultural, economic, and ideological hierarchies
of the show.”
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YWEP youth
speak out

BY YASMIN NAIR

“If you're tired of not being heard, or being
overlooked, this is the place for you.” With
these words, a member of Chicago’s YWEP (Young
Women's Empowerment Project), and the emcee
and host for the evening, opened the evening’s
speak-out. The event, which took place at the
University of Illinois at Chicago’s Latino Cul-
tural Center, 750 S. Halsted, was part of the
first National Week of Action for Reproductive
Justice, launched by the Third Wave Foundation,
a feminist organization that focuses on young
women and transgender youth. YWEP works with
female-identified street-based youth 12-23 in-
volved with the sex trade, whether by choice or
for survival.

Approximately 50 youth and a few adults at-
tended the entirely youth-led and -created pro-
gram, which began with a presentation about
the issues facing participants. A YWEP member
spoke about the “poor and shitty health care”
that street-based youth endure, compounded by
medical professionals who either provide little
access to contraception or coerce them into
having unwanted abortions. In addition, these
youth are particularly affected by the combina-
tion of parental notification laws and increased
criminalization of young people in the sex trade,
which doubles their chances of homelessness.

According to Cindy Ibarra, communications
coordinator for YWEP, the aim of events like
the speak-out was to foster leadership skills in
street-based youth who are multiply disenfran-
chised for their actions; their gender and sexual
identities; and their class background. They are
also disenfranchised by mainstream organizing
around reproductive rights because of structural
issues, such as activist meetings are held at
times when youth are unable to attend.

Performances included short skits by the Em-
powered Fe-Fes, a group focused on the needs of
young girls with disabilities Others read pieces
that ranged from the personal—one youth read
a poem to a boyfriend—to spoken word per-
formances about child sexual abuse and being
kicked out of homes. Also on hand were youth
representatives from groups like Illinois Caucus
for Adolescent Health, who urged the audience
to lobby against abstinence-only programs; and
youth who had experienced abuse in incarcera-
tion and/or the mental health system.

See www.youarepriceless.org for more.
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BY AMY WOOTEN

According to Queerty.com, an Ohio busi-
nessman just gave Kent State University the
school’s largest LGBT donation. Harry Jackson
gave the university $2 million to be used to
improve gay rights activism among its students
through scholarships, speakers and more.

Florida gay marriage foes launched a 10-
city campaign in support of a constitutional
amendment that would ban same-sex mar-
riage in the state, according to the Sun-Sentin-
al. Amendment 2, which would define marriage
as between a man and a woman, will appear on
the November ballot. Conservatives are travel-
ing the Sunshine State, primarily visiting Baptist
churches in the hopes of garnering additional
support. So far, 27 other states in the U.S. have
passed anti-gay marriage amendments.

Over 50,000 schools across the U.S. will par-
ticipate in the 12th annual National Day of Si-
lence, which will take place April 25. The annual
day is meant to highlight the need to change
school policies to protect LGBT youth. This year,
the GLSEN-supported event will honor the death
of junior high school student Lawrence King,
who was murdered by a fellow classmate because
of his sexual orientation and gender expression.

WINDY CITY TIMES

Same-sex marriage in Iowa would increase
the state budget by over $5 million each year,
according a recent study. The Williams Institute
at UCLA School of Law released research that
estimates that permitting same-sex marriage in
the Midwestern state would have a positive im-
pact on the state budget—roughly $5.3 million
each year due to increases in state income and
sales tax, as well as cost savings. Read about the
study at www.law.ucla.edu/williamsinstitute.

Chelsea Clinton took part in a gay bar crawl
in Philadelphia in advance of the April 22 pri-
mary in Pennsylvania, MSNBC.com reported. As
she went around the Center City neighborhood—
and was led by Gov. Ed Rendell—admirers be-
sieged her. Others with Clinton as she visited
nightspots such as Woody’s, Bump and Sisters
included actors Rob Reiner and Robert Gant.

CNN personality Richard Quest was arrested
in New York’s City Central Park April 18 and
charged with loitering and criminal possession
of a controlled substance after police found him
with meth; a rope around his neck that was tied
to his genitals; and a sex toy in his boot, ac-
cording to The New York Post. Quest’s unidenti-
fied male companion allegedly received a sum-
mons for not carrying any identification.

The Vermont Commission on Family Recogni-
tion and Protection issued its most recent re-
port, but did not make any recommendations
to change state law to allow for same-sex
marriages, according to 365Gay.com. The report
summarizes hearings where LGBT individuals
complained about discrimination.

Korb tells
Congress to
repeal DADT

BY BOB ROEHR

Former Reagan administration Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense Lawrence J. Korb called for
repeal of the ban on gays serving opening in
the U.S. military known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” (DADT). The remarks came in prepared in
testimony before the House Armed Services
Committee April 16.

The government should “get rid of outmoded
social restrictions,” including DADT, that are
“counterproductive to military readiness,” Korb
said. “The Army and Marine Corps cannot afford
to place unnecessary obstacles in the way of
qualified men and women who want to serve.”

He noted that “over the past 10 years more
than 10,000 personnel have been discharged
as a result of this policy, including 800 with

skills deemed ‘mission critical, such as pilots,
combat engineers, and linguists. These are the
very job functions for which the military has
experienced personnel shortfalls.”

The comments were not new for Korb, who
has strongly supported repeal for a number of
years. However, it was unusual for a person of
his stature to raise the issue of DADT during a
hearing on broader military matters.

Rep. Ellen Tauscher, D-Calif., is the lead
sponsor of the Military Readiness Enhancement
Act (HR 1246), which would repeal DADT. It
has 142 co-sponsors. Supporters hope to hold
a hearing on the bill later this year. There were
similar expectations last year but no hearing.

Aubrey Sarvis, executive director of Service-
members Legal Defense Network (SLDN), said,
“Mr. Korb’s remarks are a reminder that many
leaders within the defense community support
repeal” of the ban. It “forces our military to
dismiss talented troops at a time when we are
struggling to recruit and retain service mem-
bers.”
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BY REX WOCKNER

Eurovision attendees
fear anti-gay attacks

Far-right groups in Serbia reportedly have
threatened to harm the throngs of gay people
who typically travel to attend the campy Eurovi-
sion Song Contest.

The 53rd extravaganza will be in Belgrade this
year because Serbian singer Marija Serifovic won
last year’s contest, which was held in Helsinki.
Forty-three countries have entered the contest,
which culminates May 24.

The European Pride Organisers Association
has been pressuring the European Broadcasting
Union to guarantee the safety of gay attendees,
but is dissatisfied with the response it has re-
ceived.

In a letter to EPOA Human Rights Coordinator
Kurt Krickler, the EBU’s executive supervisor for
the contest, Svante Stockselius, said: “The EBU
does not separate our fans into groups based on
their religion, colour, sexual preferences or oth-
ers. We have a guarantee for the safety of del-
egations, press and fans issued by the president
of Serbia. This guarantee includes all.”

Krickler wrote back: “We are not really con-
vinced and reassured by the guarantees of the
Serbian authorities, including the Serbian presi-
dent, given to the EBU. ... EPOA wants to stress
that we will certainly also hold the EBU account-
able and responsible if homophobic incidents
of violence occur during and immediately after
the ESC as we have explicitly warned you well
in advance of the specific situation and the ex-
ceptional homophobic attitudes in Belgrade and
Serbia. The EBU could hardly pretend they were
not alerted and aware of the danger and likeli-
hood of homophobic attacks during the ESC.”

In an earlier letter to Stockselius, Krickler
cited a “poor record of human rights in Serbia in
general and regarding the human rights of lesbi-
ans, gay men, bisexuals and transgender (LGBT)
people in particular.”

“In June 2001, the first gay pride march in
Belgrade was brutally attacked by a huge violent
crowd of nationalist extremists and hooligans;
dozens of people were left massively hurt and
injured in the streets while the police failed to
provide adequate protection,” Krickler said, pro-
viding a YouTube link to bolster his assertion.
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Egypt jails more
men for debauchery

Egypt sent five more men to prison April 9 for
“habitual practice of debauchery.”

The men, arrested in an ongoing crackdown
mostly on HIV-positive people, will spend three
years in jail followed by an additional three years
when they will have to stay at the police station
nightly from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.

The men were abused, tortured, made to con-
fess and force-tested for HIV after their arrests,
according to human-rights groups.

Their lawyer has lodged an appeal with Egypt’s
highest court, the Court of Cassation.

In January, four other men were imprisoned for
a year on the same charges.

Aussie TV anchor
comes out

Veteran Melbourne, Australia, TV anchorman
Peter Hitchener, 62, came out April 6 in an in-
terview with the Sunday Herald Sun.

“Given that we are on private issues of private
life, I am choosing to share with you today that
part of my life that I have not spoken about
before: that I am gay,” Hitchener said.

“That is part of who I am and with that disclo-
sure, or acknowledgment, I just also need to say
I am still the person I was yesterday. I am still
the same person and I remain committed to my
job and my family and my service and so on.

“I have never been asked about it before,”
Hitchener said. “There is never a right time, or
an easy time, to talk about these personal is-
sues, but this is the right time to say it and to
move on.”

Hitchener's boss, National Nine News news di-
rector Michael Venus, said the network fully sup-
ports Hitchener's move.

“T am acutely aware of how difficult a decision
this has been for Peter,” Venus said. “Indeed I
know he has agonized over it for a very long
time. But it is a decision which has our full sup-
port and in no way diminishes his standing as
one of Australia’s pre-eminent broadcasters.”

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

Read more world news online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
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As part of the ongoing Chicago Gay His-
tory Project, Windy City Times will present
a series on Chicago gay history events and
people over the coming months. This essay
focuses on philanthropist Robert Allerton.

Adopting
new ways:
Robert Allerton

BY MARIE J. KUDA

Robert Allerton (1873-1964) was the only son
of Samuel Allerton (1828-1914), who had cor-
nered the Chicago hog market and made a corol-
lary fortune (Union Stockyards, First National
Bank). Samuel had 40,000 acres of farm and
ranch land in rural Illinois and a home on Prai-
rie Avenue among the other civic leaders. After
his wife died, Samuel married her younger sister,
and Robert was raised by a stepmother barely 15
years older than he, whom he adored.

To escape the city in summer, Samuel built the
“Folly” on 26 acres at the narrows of Lake Gene-
va in Wisconsin. Robert watched as young archi-
tect Henry Lord Gay built the imposing redwood
structure. His stepmother Agnes (1858-1924)
loved the Folly and, with young Robert in tow,
created extensive gardens there.

Robert skipped college to go abroad with a
friend and study art. At 24, he destroyed all his
work and returned to the United States. Samuel
gave him a few thousand acres in Piatt County;
Robert had architect John Joseph Borie build a
32-bedroom Georgian mansion. He created pe-
rennial gardens, placed sculpture throughout,
and set aside a 40-acre stand of virgin timber
before settling into the life of a gentleman
“farmer.” He continued traveling extensively to
purchase furniture and art for the new house.

Robert was the first of many generous donors
to enrich the collections of the nascent Art
Institute of Chicago (his gifts of major 19th-
and 20th-century art included Rodin’s six-foot
bronze sculpture, Adam). He lent sculpture and
paintings from his personal collection for exhi-
bition at both the 1893 and 1933 World’s Fairs.

k]

Samuel Allerton and his son, Robert, in the 1870s. Image courtesy of the Chicago History Mu-

A 1970 Art Institute guidebook states that “the
original Michigan Avenue edifice was named to
honor Allerton for his long service as a trustee,
officer and benefactor of the museum.”

In 1922 he met young John Wyatt Gregg
(1899-1985) at an event at the University of
Illinois in Urbana, and they decided to make
a life together. They traveled extensively from
Thanksgiving through the winter each year, re-
turning to Chicago and the “farm” in the spring.
As a concession to their age difference, they
presented themselves as “father and son.” When
his stepmother Agnes died, Robert destroyed the
Folly in Wisconsin and built the Allerton Hotel
on North Michigan Avenue in Chicago (its pent-
house club, the Tip Top Tap, had a reputation as
a gay-friendly meeting place until it closed in
the mid-1960s).

In the 1930s on a stopover in Hawaii, Robert
fell in love with the Lawai-Kai river valley on
Kauai. He bought a 54-acre plot and constructed
a house and gardens. Returning to Illinois brief-
ly after World War II, he and John Gregg closed
the “farm,” donating almost 5,000 acres to the
university. Part of the Robert Allerton Park is
now designated a National Natural Landmark.

Meanwhile, the aging Robert explored the pos-
sibility of adopting Gregg. Under the law at the
time, Illinois had no provision for adopting an
adult. Apocryphal history credits Allerton with
using his connections to initiate a revamp of
statutory Illinois adoption law. A comprehensive
reworking of the law (now known as 750 ILCS
50/0.01 to 50/24) passed in 1959 and, in part,
permitted legal adoption of an adult provided
the adult had lived in the petitioner's home for
two consecutive years. John Gregg Allerton’s
oral history states that Robert Allerton was the
first to adopt under the new law, in front of
Judge Dighton of Monticello, Piatt County.

After Robert’s death, the Kauai gardens and
home and $1 million were given to Hawaii. The
property is now part of the National Tropical Bo-
tanical Gardens.

With research contributions by William B. Kel-
ley

Copyright 2008 Marie J. Kuda
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“I DON'T KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN PRO-
FESSIONALLY ... that is the fear, but I guess I
can'’t really be concerned about what will hap-
pen, because it's my truth. There is this de-
sire in L.A. to wonder who you are and what’s
been blaring for me for the last three years is
how can I be most authentic to myself—so
this is the first time I am speaking about it
[being gay] in this way.” — Actor Luke MacFar-
lane, who plays Scotty Wandell, character Kevin
Walker’s boyfriend on ABC-

TV's Brothers & Sisters, to U U

Toronto’s Globe and Mail,

April 15. The newspaper
said the couple will marry
in the May 11 season fi-

“THE GAY PRESS MAY
FEEL LIKE I'M NOT GIV-
ING THEM enough love.
But basically, all press
feels that way at all times.
Obviously, when you've
got limited amount of
time, you've got so many
outlets. We tend not to do
a whole bunch of specialized press. ... But I
haven’t been silent on gay issues. What's hap-
pened is, I speak oftentimes to gay issues to a
public general audience.” — Barack Obama to
Advocate.com, April 10.

“[M]Y BIGGEST CRITICISM OF THE REPUBLI-
CAN PARTY HAS ALWAYS BEEN that we have
lost a lot of members of the Republican Party
here in California [including] gays and lesbi-
ans. [W]e need to go and be a party that is
more inclusive. ... That's the power we have to
get inside the party and to create the changes,
rather than just complaining about it. ... The
gay and leshian movement, and the members,
can have a tremendous impact.” — California
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger speaking at the Log
Cabin Republicans National Convention April 11
in San Diego.

“I WOULD MUCH PREFER TO EXPORT HO-
MOSEXUALS FROM the United States than to
import them into the United States because
we believe that homosexuality is destructive
to society.” — Peter Sprigg, vice president for
policy at the Family Research Council, speaking
against a pending bill that grants immigration
rights to gay Americans’ foreign partners, to Me-
dill News Service, March 19.

We need to go
nal. and be a party
that is more

inclusive.

—Republican Calif. Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger.

BY REX WOCKNER

“I THINK YOU CAN JUDGE THE LEVEL OF
SUCCESS FOR any group of people by the reac-
tion against it. And given the reaction of the
so-called Christian Right—I would put that in
quotes because I don't believe theyre Chris-
tians at all—I would have to say that [gay]
people have been wildly successful.” — Ruby-
fruit Jungle author Rita Mae Brown to Time
magazine, March 18.

Photo by Rex Wockner
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“I WOULD SAY THAT CUBA HAS HOMOPHO-
BIA LITE, NOT AGGRESSIVE. We don't have
cases of persons murdered or beaten because
they're gay, as happens in Europe or the USA.
It's true there was a more difficult period in
the 1960s and ‘70s, but then there was a re-
jection of homosexuality all over the world.
[Now] we have come to recognize also the di-
versity of sexual orientations.” — Mariela Cas-
tro Espin, director of Cuba’s National Center for
Sex Education and daughter of President Radil
Castro, to the Italian newspaper Corriere della
Sera, March 27.

“I LIVE IN THE CASTRO, IN SAN FRANCISCO,
AND EVERYONE KNOWS what that means. The
streets are teeming with homosexuals. It's just
like in those horror-movie fundamentalist vid-
eos: Everyone’s in leather with their bits and
butts on display; murderous Baby Jane drag
queens run amok day and night; gay sex is
happening in the streets at all hours. There’s a
huge lube slide at the corner of 18th and Cas-
tro by the Bank of America, where of course,
virgin straight men are sacrificed should they
wander haplessly into our own little Sodom-
by-the-Bay.” — Violet Blue writing at SFGate.
com, April 2.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley
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Rape:
The T=shirt

Jennifer Baumgardner, otherwise known as the
woman who came up with the “I had an abor-
tion” T-shirt, recently unveiled her latest cre-
ation. This time, her T-shirt’s image is of an
open safe, with the words “I was raped” deli-
cately scrawled across a note. (April is Sexual
Assault Awareness Month.) The message is obvi-
ous: Rape is a secret for too many people and
they need to open up about it. According to
Baumgardner, the shirt allows victims “ to own
that experience and divest themselves of some
of the shame and secrecy of it—and realize that
they're not the ones that should be ashamed.”

We could argue about whether or not rape is
still a deeply shameful experience. That's not an
unimportant question, but focusing on whether
or not our cultural and legal attitudes towards
rape have changed only blinds us to the fact
that the T-shirt renders rape in terms of affect
and understanding. It does nothing more than
ask for pity for the wearer who has carried the
burden of a secret.

By focusing on rape as an intensely privatized
experience, we miss the fact that rape is a tool

Lobbying for civil unions

On Wed., April 9, Equality Illinois and hundreds
of volunteers went to the Capitol Building in
Springfield to lobby legislators to pass the Civil
Union Act introduced by State Rep. Greg Harris.
I want to extend my support and appreciation
for this mission. Let’s hope the legislature lis-
tens and takes the message to heart.

When it comes down to it, this isn’t an issue of
politics. It's an issue of basic human rights and
fairness. Across our state, committed gay and
lesbian couples currently cannot make health-
care decisions for their partners, visit their part-
ners in hospitals, or make arrangements for a
funeral after a partner passes away. This is unac-
ceptable.

Here in Illinois, we've made human rights and
equal access under the law a priority. Through-
out his administration, Gov. Blagojevich has
championed the needs of the gay and lesbian
community by adding the protection of sexual
orientation and gender identity to hate crime
and discrimination laws in our state and by ex-
tending domestic-partner benefits to all State of
Illinois employees. In 2005, the governor and
legislators amended the Human Rights Act and
Illinois became the 15th state in the nation to
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of political and economic coercion, mostly suf-
fered by bodies with neither the resources nor
the inclination to wear their experiences on T-
shirts. In a time of war, rape is the first weap-
on of dominance visited upon the conquered.
But this use of rape is hardly restricted to war
zones.

Take, for instance, the issue of prisoner rape.
According to the Bureau of Justice, as noted by
the group Stop Prisoner Rape (SPR), “more than
6, 500 inmates in adult prisons filed reports of
sexual violence in 2006 alone.” A significant
portion of these are youth and/or LGBTQ youth.

There is, of course, a danger that drawing such
distinctions creates hierarchies of opprerssion.
Even if the people raped in prison are criminals
who had themselves raped others, we shouldn’t
classify them as deserving victims of rape. And
yet, we've grown indifferent to and naturalized
the fact that prison rape has become a de facto
method of maintaining control over inmates who
will probably spend their entire lives in prison
because of draconian sentencing laws that in-
flict longer sentences for even minor crimes.
They will always live within the informal and
brutal sexual economy of prison time.

In short, rape has become the unacknowledged
weapon of choice within mechanisms of war and
systems of incarceration. The text and imagery
of the rape T-shirt separates the act from the
political and economic realities in which it oc-
curs.

And what are we to do with those among us
who wear these T-shirts to announce their ex-
periences? If someone has to wear a T-shirt to
“own” an experience, that’s a sign he or she
lacks access to professionalized care. Let’s not

extend equal protection for its gay and lesbian
citizens. Now it’s time we go further.

This year, Illinois has an opportunity to make
history. We can be the first state in the heart-
land that extends fairness and equality to all of
its citizens. I believe that as a state we are on
the cusp of completing this mission. We need
our General Assembly to take decisive action.
Let your representatives know how you feel. Let
them follow the lead of the Land of Lincoln—
the land of equality under the law.

Rocco Claps
Director, Illinois Department of Human Rights
Chicago

Righting a Rahm

Are you as frustrated with Congressman Rahm
Emanuel as T am?

He endorsed Sen. Hillary Clinton (on Bill Ma-
her's TV show) before Barack Obama’s campaign
caught fire. Now, apparently, he’s backtracked
and is officially “undeclared” as a superdele-
gate—surprising for a leading Democrat from
Obama’s home state (not to mention, from

kid ourselves that all we need to do hold hands
with each other in order to help victims of rape.
People respond differently to different forms of
sexual assault and need different kinds of help.
Are we to collectively take rape-counseling
classes to help the wearers cope?

The T-shirt proves that the personal is not po-
litical. Instead, the personal now stands in for
the political. People who are raped don’t need
another T-shirt. They need medical care—free
and easily accessible—that helps them to deal
with the physical harm they've endured. They
need a system of justice that doesn’t criminal-
ize them, and lawyers to help them through the
system.

Instead, the T-shirt puts the onus upon the
wearer to create a system of “ownership” and
recovery. It also creates an emotional climate
around rape, the sort that furthers the notion
that we not only know how to help the victims,
but how to punish the criminals. It's no surprise
that there’s also a T-shirt that declares, “Dead
men don't rape.” We have privatized victimhood
and are now privatizing criminalization.

Ultimately, the T-shirt creates a shamanistic
aura around the raped, assuming that they have
privileged access to experience. It operates on
the assumption that nothing that the non-raped
might say to grapple with the complexities of
rape can equal the wearer’s rape.

Let me put it this way: If I told you that I was
raped, would you read this column differently?
Would you be more or less willing to validate my
critique and analysis? Why?

E-mail Yasmin Nair at welshzen@yahoo.
com. She also blogs at www.bilerico.com.
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a district so heavilly in favor of Obama), but
certainly not surprising for someone who owes
much of his political career to Bill Clinton.

Emanuel is, after all, an architect (or, at least,
one of the more proficient engineers) of Clinton-
style gutter politics, so I imagine he’s calculat-
ing his silence is a political wound that will heal
rather than harden between now and Novem-
ber.

But, of course, his vote in this matter is not
about him—it's about us, or, at least, the Dem-
ocrats he presumably represents. I can't help
but feel his silence in not endorsing Obama is
essentially stifling my full voice in my party’s
nominating process.

I also feel Emanuel is just increasingly out of
touch with our worries and wants throughout
the district. Perhaps it's time for a change in
more ways than one?

I've e-mailed Emanuel on all of this. Not sure if
it will do any good—certainly not before Tues-
day’s primary (Obama hasn’t quite yet inspired
that much hopefulness in me!)—but if you wish
to do the same, Emanuel's Web site is www.
house.gov/emanuel/index.shtml.

Michael Burke
Chicago
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Holly Near
feels change
in Chicago

BY CHARLSIE DEWEY

Musician and social activist Holly Near has spent
her life creating a dialogue around the need for
change. Near has always allowed her music to
represent her soul, and in doing so has remained
true to her purpose in speaking out against in-
justice. She sees an opportunity on the horizon,
and is eager to perform in the Change Is in the
Air concert on Sun., April 27, at the Wellington
Avenue United Church of Christ, which she hopes
will draw people into the circle of social aware-
ness and create a worthy discussion that will
help lead to action beyond the doors of the ven-
ue. Windy City Times spoke with Near through e-
mail recently to find out more about the concert
and social activism.

Windy City Times: Hi, Holly. Are you excited
for your Chicago visit this month?

Holly Near: Pleased.

WCT: Besides the concert, do you have any
big plans for how you will spend your time in
the city?

HN: I have been to Chicago off and on since
1972. Each time I see something new or some-
thing again with a new eye. In the early ‘70s, I
remember going to The Chicago Stock Exchange
and thought, “Oh, my. This can't possibly be
how it works!” ... One more memory: I was there
visiting a friend during an election. When we
left the house to go out to breakfast there was
a note on the door saying, “Remember to vote.”
When we came back from breakfast there was
another note that said, “You still haven’t vot-
ed!” I am laughing remembering.

WCT: The title of the concert is Change Is
in the Air! Obviously, we are in the midst
of a major election. Was that the basis for
the title, or are there other changes you are

=
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Richard Knight, Jr., reviews the movie Baby Mama, which features Tina Fey (above). See page 20.
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thinking about as well? What does that title
mean to you right now?

HN: I believe we as human beings are being
offered an opportunity for transformation as a
global community. So, yes, change is in the air.
People are discontented and hurting. Hunger,
joblessness, violence, prisons, global warm-
ing. We have the possibility of a deeply rooted
awakening to the authentic. What humanity will
choose to do with it is yet to be seen. It's a very
exciting time for our species.

WCT: Speaking of the election, I read where
you said that we are in a “window of oppor-
tunity” with this upcoming election. Do you
think that the candidates are capable of mov-
ing through that window, and of really achiev-
ing significant change? What do you think
about the election at this point?

HN: The candidates have already moved
through the window of opportunity. That is dif-
ferent than whether they can achieve signifi-
cant change. That comes later. This particular
campaign has people talking. It has encouraged
critical thinkers to put forth major works on race
and gender. It has opened the door of conversa-
tion in ordinary places between ordinary people.
This is good. What the candidates have not had
the freedom to do is really discuss the issues.
The system prevents it. My main criticism of the
election process is the system itself. ... We need
to change the system so that we all vote for our
ideal candidate and then we vote again (all on
the same day) in a runoff between the two top
candidates.

That said, we won't really know what either
candidate can or will do until they are in office.
It is completely defined by whom they chose as
advisors, how courageous the congress [is], how
involved the people [are]. So for me, any time
I work for social change in an election year, I
use it as an opportunity to strengthen a social
change movement because after the election,
the candidate has inherited the corporations,
the debt, the wars, the misinformation (some
of which they helped to create). The world will

Reddy or not.

page 12

Holly Near.

benefit most profoundly by a healthy social
change movement.

I am not a star-struck believer in the Demo-
cratic Party. But I do like to choose with whom
I will struggle, so I believe we absolutely must
defeat John McCain.

WCT: How do you persevere and continue to
make politically and socially conscious music
without becoming overwhelmed by the nega-
tive?

HN: The world has been spinning for a long
time. I'm only here for a small period of time.
It is not my job to fix everything. As I see it,

SPORTS

The scent of

Cologne.
page 22

my self-appointed job is to love this planet and
contribute to its well-being while I am here, to
take the torch from those who went before me
and then pass the torch to the next one. I try
to keep focused on the awe and wonder of be-
ing alive and at the same time not ignore the
horrors in which my species participates. I show
up. I try to be counted. I try to remember that
my visibility might be an inspiration to some-
one else. I use music and art to help me think
clearly. That is why music is so important in the
transformation of human kind. A marching band
can inspire misdirected courage in young people
and lead them to sign up for war. On the other
hand, a marching band in a gay pride event can
cry out, “Come on! Let's have the courage to
love each other!” Powerful this music is. I do
not take it lightly.

WCT: You've said that the Internet is not
enough for activism and change, that people
need more than a virtual world, I guess. I am
wondering to what extent you see the Inter-
net as a helpful tool and at what point it sort
of allows people to talk the talk but not really
walk the walk?

HN: The Internet offers global information ac-
cess. What we will do with it is yet to be seen.
Will it be used to build community or to isolate?
Call me old-fashioned, but at some point I be-
lieve we have to walk outside and be with each
other.

WCT: At the same time, the Internet has
been a wonderful way for politically and so-
cially conscious bands to gain attention and
reach a wider audience. Do you see a revo-
lution on the horizon for the music industry
through the Internet?

HN: The jury is out on this for me. Lots of
people now have access to making CDs and put-
ting the music on the Internet but now it is very
hard for young artists to find an audience. For
the most part, I think that still requires live per-
formance.

Turn to page 20
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Helen Reddy:
Mind over
matter

BY ANDREW DAVIS

The legendary Helen Reddy first made an indeli-
ble impression more than three decades ago with
a string of pop hits, including “Delta Dawn” and
the anthemic “I Am Woman.” However, she has
moved on to another phase: After permanently
retiring from performing in 2002, she has be-
come a clinical hypnotherapist and motivational
speaker. Before coming to Transitions Bookstore,
1000 W. North, on Thurs., April 24, to promote
her memoir, Helen Reddy: The Woman I Am, she
spoke with Windy City Times about feminism,
politics, ghosts and Elvis Presley.

Windy City Times: First of all, did you real-
ize that you have such a large following in the
LGBT community?

Helen Reddy: Well, quite honestly, Andrew, I
don't think of gay people as being a separate
species. I have many friends, fans and support-
ers, and they run the gamut.

WCT: Obviously, “I Am Woman” became a
huge feminist anthem. How have you seen
feminism change from the ‘70s until now?

HR: [Laughs] You might be better off asking
me that question [later]; I'll be the keynote
speaker at a NOW [National Organization for
Women] conference later on. I've sort of been
living outside the United States for the past sev-
en or eight years—I've been a little out of touch
over the past several years, but I certainly am
not pleased with what I see when I look around.
We made so much progress in the ‘70s, and so
much has gotten shot to “heck,” as they would
say in USA Today. [Ed. note: A recent article on
Reddy in that newspaper apparently substituted
“heck” for “hell.”] By the way, when did they
start censoring the word “hell” in newspapers?
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Helen Reddy.

WCT: Well, we don't. We don’t censor any
[words].

HR: Well, that’s good. I'm glad to hear that.
Censoring that just seems ridiculous.

WCT: You actually lived in Chicago for a
while. What was that like?

HR: I lived there in 1967-1968. Unfortu-
nately for me, I wasn’t there during the summer
[laughs], so I can only say, “Cold.” Coming from
Australia, I had never experienced cold like that,
and I never saw snow until I went to New York
when I was 25.

I was one of the first people who lived in Lake
Point Tower [a condo building located at 505 N.
Lake Shore]; when we moved in, they were still
constructing the top stories. The doorman used
to call me “Stranger” because I left the build-
ing once a week because I could not deal with
the cold. [Laughs] I did an outdoor concert in
Chicago one summer, and it’s lovely in the sum-
mer.

I consider my time there very important be-

“Mark Nadler is a
consummate showman!”

— Tommy Tine

The Royal George Theatre
1641 N. Halsted Street, Chicago 312-988-9000

Discounts for groups! Call 312-423-6612.

“A comic spark plug touched with brilliance.”

— The New York Times

Tickets also available at all Ticketmaster outlets, online at Ticketmaster.com or by phone at 312-802-1500.

“Mark Nadler is

a combination of
Danny Kaye and all
The Marx Brothers

put together.”
— Rex Reed
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cause I was in a revue with the Happy Medium
Theater and I appeared at [the nightclub] Mister
Kelly's. It was sort of a breakthrough for me in
terms of American show business.

WCT: Let's talk about your memoir. First,
why did you write it?

HR: I didn't really intend to. I had been ap-
proached many, many times to write an auto-
biography and I had no interest in doing so; it
seemed that the emphasis they were looking for
was on negative sensationalism. But I was fi-
nally approached by the woman who is now my
literary agent; I met her because she’s married
to a psychiatrist who refers patients to me. We
had discussed psychic and spiritual matters, and
she wrote me a note and asked if I had thought
about writing a body, mind and spirit book; I
was intrigued by this. I started writing and real-
ized that, in order to make sense out of what
I was talking about, I had to show the experi-
ences I had within the context of my life and
how they impacted me. Before I knew what I
was doing, I was writing a memoir.

WCT: [In your book,] one of the topics you
cover is out-of-body experiences.

HR: It only takes one [experience] to under-
stand that you are not your body; you are inside
a body—one that you can leave and still exist.

WCT: This has been a spirit-filled week for
me. I recently talked with spiritual medium
James Van Praagh for a while about ghosts.
Out of curiosity, what's your position? Do you
believe in ghosts?

HR: I believe that there are spirits around,
and that there are angels. I just don't believe in
negative entities, and it really bothers me that
that's what television presents. It's always evil
spirits or solving murders. Most of the mediums
and psychics I know actually heal people and are
not involved in all that negativity.

WCT: I was wondering if you could explain
why you decided to become a hypnothera-
pist.

HR: T was aware of hypnotism as a young girl
because I was in show business. I had seen
stage hypnotists but had never taken them very
seriously because I thought it was all magic and
tricks.

It was not until my teens and I read [Morey
Bernstein’s] The Search for Bridey Murphy, which
talked about an amateur hypnotist regressing to
a previous life, [that I became intrigued]. There
was so much that really rang true with me—
you know that tingle you get in the back of
your neck when something is true? And I never
thought of hypnotism in that context. Also, the
book introduced me to the concept of reincarna-
tion, and that suddenly made sense of so many
things that religion could not explain to my sat-
isfaction.

WCT: Something I saw in the book related
to past-life regressions is that you believe
that Elvis Presley was King Tut.

HR: Yes, that was something that came
through.

WCT: You list a series of coincidences be-
tween the two.

HR: They seem to confirm the feeling that I
had [and] that other people were tuning into.
And I do believe that people of a certain spiri-
tual path have a succession of famous lives, and
the object of the lesson there is to become im-
mune to adulation. You can't be a true spiritual
teacher if your ego is swayed by the crowd.

WCT: Switching gears, many of your fans
[must be] heartbroken to know that you re-
tired from performing in 2002.

HR: That was my last performance. I made
the decision, but I still had engagements that
were still on the books, and so I fulfilled [those]
obligations. My last performance was with the
Edmonton Symphony in 2002.

WCT: So there’s no chance of you “un-retir-
ing?”

HR: Not a chance in heck. No, no; I've finally
gotten rid of the “’70s pop star” label forever.

WCT: Was there anything you didn't include
in your memoir that you wish you had?

HR: Oh, well, there always are. [Laughs] But
I'm thinking about the next book now; I've had
some very interesting experiences since I wrote
the book, particularly as far as hypnotherapy is
concerned. In the last several months, I had two
clients within the space of eight days, both of
whom thought they saw Jesus; usually, [people]
think they see deceased relatives, but it's ex-
traordinary for a religious figure to come through
twice in an eight-day period—but we are living
in rather extraordinary times.

WCT: I would definitely agree. Something
else I noticed in the book is that you've gone
through so many traumatic situations (in ad-
dition to the high points): being diagnosed
with Addison’s disease, losing your parents
and [recently] losing your daughter-in-law
[as stated in the memoir’s epilogue]. How did
you get through those [developments]?

HR: We're never given more than we can
handle. By the way, it's been three years since
my daughter-in-law passed away; my son and
business manager, Jordan, has remarried since
and is very happy. It's wonderful; he’s become a
feminist—he’s this sensitive, caring man.

WCT: What would you like readers to take
away from your book?

HR: Curiosity—that they want to read and
learn more. Hopefully, I will have opened a few
windows, that there are things that they want
to explore. I would like to think that it changes
their lives in some way.

WCT: Is there anything you wanted to add?

HR: I feel that this is a good time in my life;
I'm probably happier than I've ever been. I love
where I'm living [Sydney, Australia]. In some
ways, it reminds me of what America used to be
like. My children and grandchild are healthy; life
is very good. I just wish the United States had
not been cast into such a deep hole.

WCT: [Some say] that the past eight years
have been [rough].

HR: Yes, but what's worse is that no one’s
been allowed to say so.

WCT: Well, voters will have their say this
November, and many are hoping for some sort
of change.

HR: Well, there has to be some kind of change.
I worry that, at the last minute, certain people
want to invade Iran and the election will have
to be cancelled. Power is never relinquished
willingly. [Zimbabwe President] Robert Mugabe
may not be the only one who wants to cling to
power.

WCT: Well, on that possibly apocalyptic
note... [Both laugh.] It's been a pleasure.

HR: All the best.

Helen Reddy will be at Transitions Book-
store Thurs., April 24, at 7 p.m. to promote
her memoir, The Woman I Am. Tickets are $30
for members and $35 for non-members; call
312-951-7323.
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Top 10
researched

vehicles for the
1st part of 2008

Rabbit hops over Yaris to top spot,
Volvo €30 and Mazda3 make their debut

COURTESY OF GAYWHEELS.COM

Nashville, TN—Gaywheels.com, a source of in-
formation specifically targeted to and about
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
car-shoppers, has announced its list of the Top
10 Most-Researched Vehicles during the first
quarter of 2008. The Volkswagen Rabbit took
over the top spot from the Toyota Yaris after
a 12-month run. The Volvo €30 and the Mazda
Mazda3 made their debuts in the 9th and 10th
spots, respectively.

“It seems price and fuel economy concerns are
important to the Gaywheels.com consumer,” said
Gaywheels.com founder Joe LaMuraglia. “Sixty
percent of the vehicles on the most-researched
list are hatchbacks and four of those six have a
MSRP starting at under $16K.”

The most-researched vehicles were as follows:

The 2008 Saab 9-3. Photo courtesy of Saab

1. Volkswagen Rabbit: Model strengths include
a convenient hatchback design; standard safe-
ty equipment; and low price (range: $15,000-
$18,000)

2. Volkswagen Eos: The four-cylinder 2008 VW
Eos ranks as one of the best bargains among
all convertibles, offering a very upscale interior
for about the same price as its cruise-oriented
competitors. The V6 Eos boasts a host of luxury
features that matches premium brand competi-
tors while costing substantially less.

3. Toyota Yaris: A sporty liftback S model, fea-
turing front and rear color-keyed spoilers, sport
seat fabric, amber gauge illumination, and other
extras, joins the Toyota Yaris lineup for 2008.

4. Mazda MX-5 Miata: The 2008 Mazda MX-5
Miata, or just Miata, as it's more commonly
known, comes with a 166-horsepower, 2.0L four-
cylinder engine, matched with a standard five-
speed manual transmission and rear-wheel drive.
It continues to have a loyal, cult-like following
for its sports-car simplicity and reputation for

VW Eos. Photo courtesy of VW

reliability and longevity.

5. Audi A3: In addition to an eager engine and
one of the best interiors in its class, this five-
door hatchback is a marvelous choice for those
who want a car that combines the nimbleness
of a sports car with the cargo capabilities of a
mini-wagon.

6. Volkswagen Jetta: The 2008 Volkswagen
Jetta comes well-equipped and value-priced
for those who want a small but roomy sedan or
wagon.

7. Saab 9-3: The Saab 9-3 has long been a
sportier looking, sportier driving alternative to
other European luxury sedans, and the convert-
ible model remains one of the most practical
choices among drop-tops for day-to-day utility.
The 2008 9-3 already stands out for its tight,
crisp handling; the expected availability of all-
wheel drive should make the 9-3 more appealing

in its class for those in snowy climes.

8. Dodge Caliber: Now in its second year of
production, Dodge’s 2008 Caliber retains its low
price and high mpg reputation, but also adds
the oomph of the company’s performance divi-
sion with a new $22,435 SRT4 model.

9. Volvo C30: The 2008 Volvo €30 is an all-new
sporty two-door hatchback model. It's closely
related mechanically to the S40 sedan and V50
wagon, but is much smaller, and therefore it
promises to be considerably perkier to drive.

10. Mazda Mazda3: The 2008 Mazda3 is one
of the most nimble, best-handling small cars on
the market, and the five-door models especially
stand out among competing models for their
sporty silhouette and hatchback convenience.

Although information, specifications and pricing
on all new car and truck models are available
on Gaywheels.com, each vehicle on the Most-Re-
searched list is offered by a gay-friendly brand.
Gaywheels.com classifies vehicle manufacturers
as gay-friendly or not based on their corporate
policies for offering domestic-partner benefits to
their employees in the U.S.

The Top 10 Most Researched list is based on
Web site statistics gathered Jan. 1-March 31
from Gaywheels.com’s New Car section. Gay-
wheels.com publishes its Most-Researched list
quarterly.
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Gaywheels’
picks:

Chicago auto
show’s top five

BY JOE LAMURAGLIA, GAYWHEELS.COM

Chicago’s auto show (which took place earlier
this year) may play a distant second to Detroit
when it comes to new cars and trucks. But in
the Windy City this year, General Motors, Ford
and Chrysler brought new family haulers—and
one ass-hauler—while Volkswagen finally re-
joined the minivan market after years of ab-
sence. The highlights from this year’s Chicago
show, in no particular order:

Chevrolet Traverse

Chevrolet is the last of GM’s mass-market car
brands to get a big crossover vehicle. But with
the Traverse, Chevy might have one of the best-
looking of GM’s foursome, which includes the
Saturn Outlook, Buick Enclave and GMC Acadia.
The Traverse shares some styling cues with the
new Chevy Malibu, inside and out, with a smart
front end and smallish taillamps giving it a dis-
tinct style. Under the hood there’s a 3.6-liter
V-6 with 281 horsepower and 253 pound-feet
of torque. A six-speed automatic is the sole
transmission. Standard safety features include
six airbags; anti-lock brakes; traction and sta-
bility control. All-wheel drive will be an op-
tion, as will 20-inch rims and Bluetooth.

Ford Transit Connect

It's taken a long time for any car company
to take on Dodge’s commercial Sprinter van,
but Ford is doing it now with the Turkish-build
Transit Connect. Think of it as a Honda Ele-
ment with even more utility; the Transit stands
6’ 8”, and its customizable cargo area means
it's a perfect work/play vehicle for dog walk-
ers to caterers to locksmiths. Available with a
four-cylinder engine and a manual transmis-
sion, the Transit promises to be a fuel-efficient
trailblazer that can also double as a mobile
billboard. Ford says for now it will import the
vehicle from Europe, but it might eventually
build the Transit Connect in the United States,
if enough entrepreneurs step forward for its
practical package.

Dodge Challenger

Musclecars might seem odd in the days of the
Toyota Prius, but Dodge’s HEMI-powered, tire-
shredding Challenger SRT8 couldn’t care less
about what the Prius thinks. Not with a 425-
hp V-8 under the hood, big 20-inch tires in its
wheel wells, and a 0-60 time of 4.9 seconds.
Top speed for the reborn musclecar is 170 miles
per hour, Dodge says, and the Challenger grips
the road on massive Goodyear tires. A five-
speed automatic is the only reminder that this
is 2008, not 1970. The Challenger SRT8 is the
high-powered version on display now; Chrysler
will eventually offer a V-6 version of the big
two-door coupe as well, and a convertible has
been rumored but not confirmed.

Volkswagen Routan

Volkswagen’s been missing a real minivan
since the Microbus left in a hazy green cloud
in the early 1970s. But everything about the
new Routan minivan is modern, because under
its lightly reskinned exterior, it's a rebadged
Chrysler minivan sold under a new agreement
between the two companies. The Routan gets a
unique interior too, with seating for seven and
an available power third-row bench. Chrysler’s
3.8-liter, 197-horsepower V-6 is the standard
engine in the Routan. A six-speed automatic
transmission is the sole gearbox offered. Volk-
swagen also will offer Chrysler's 4.0-liter V-6,
with 251 horsepower and 259 pound-feet, as
an option. Standard safety gear will include re-
vised suspension tuning, stability and traction
control, and curtain airbags. Other features in-
cluded in all Routans are a conversation mirror;
a rear-seat DVD entertainment system; dual
power sliding doors; a touchscreen navigation
system with a 20GB music hard drive; a power
liftgate; and 13 cupholders.

Hummer H3T

HUMMER's future seems to be getting small-
er: first the GM brand dropped the military-
derived H1, then it introduced the compact H3
off-roader. Now the H3 loses its cargo cover
in favor of a real cargo bed as it becomes the
H3T, T for truck. The almost five-foot bed gets
an accessory mounting system and a remove-
able tailgate, giving it flexibility if not a huge
amount of cargo carrying room. Powertrains in-
clude the standard 3.7-liter in-line five-cylin-
der that produces 242 horsepower with either a
five-speed manual or an old-school four-speed
automatic. The Alpha-level 5.3-liter V-8 with
300 horsepower is optional.
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VEHICLE REVIEW

2008 BMW X6

X6isting to please
BY JOE LAMURAGLIA, GAYWHEELS.COM

In the world of automotive product planning,
car companies around the globe are always look-
ing for that unmet need. That's how the minivan
was created: for years, families with more than
2 children had few choices when shopping for a
vehicle. Then in 1983, someone at Chrysler fig-
ured out that there was a need for 7-passenger
van that was easy to drive, got good fuel mile-
age and could carry people and cargo with ease.
Boom! The minivan was born.

Sometimes the “unmet needs” are emotional
ones. We Americans clearly love SUVs, but we
want them to act and look like sexy beasts, too.
And that's what gave birth to the BMW X6—one
of the few vehicles ever to attempt a hookup be-
tween a sport-utility vehicle and a sleek coupe.

What's in a name?

If you're like me, a coupe is a two-door, two- or
four-seat vehicle with sporty styling that essen-
tially defines the driver as young, fun-loving and
having limited people-carrying requirements.
With the advent of the Mercedes-Benz CLS, the
“coupe” descriptor has been slowly expanding to
include larger vehicles with 4 doors that main-
tain the sleek, sporty styling of a traditional
coupe.

That rationale must have caught on in Germa-
ny, because VW joined the party with the Passat
CC. BMW has entered fashionably late with the
X6- all with four doors and seating for four.

In my opinion, the X6 has stretched the defini-
tion the most. The X6 is clearly an SUV, down to
the front end of an X5. From the B-pillar back, it
evokes a traditional coupe, but it’s still an SUV
at heart. And yet, the sexed-up roofline takes
away some of what makes it an SUV, and gives
it a truly unique shape. SUV or coupe? Does it
really matter, so long as it's attractive?

Functional funkiness

The X6 looks like an SUV but acts more like
a coupe—and that’s not always a good thing.
SUVs are supposed to be functional. While the
sleek styling and rear-sport seating limit the X6
to a four-seater, it does have surprising cargo
capacity and with the two rear seats folded
down, a trip to Costco or the swap meet won't
be cause for any embarrassment. This baby can
swallow cargo like a porn star swallows his ...
yeah, pride ... that's what I was going for.

The styling does cause compromises, though,
most notably in the rear seats. Theyre a snug
fit for anyone over 5'11” and it only fits two
additional humans, not three. This fact was the
subject of debate over dinner at the event. Some
journalists were stuck on the fact that the rear
seats weren’t as roomy as the X5. My argument
is: If you need rear-seat room, you don’t buy an
X6, you get an X5. Bottom line: This vehicle isn't
designed for someone who needs to carry people
often. It's more of a personal vehicle with ad-
ditional seating for those occasional times you
have friends or family around.

Driving

If you read my BMW X6 preview, you know that
I didn’t get as much time behind the wheel as I
would have liked. Damaged fuel tanks and road-
side guard duty does eat up a lot of the day. I
did manage to pilot an X6 from Greenville, S.C.
to Atlanta, Ga., and that trip, combined with
the morning of the test day, gave me approxi-
mately 3.5 hours of seat time.

The X6 is available with two engines, a 3.0
liter inline 6-cylinder in the xDrive35i and a 4.4
liter twin-turbo V8 in the xDrive50i. We were in
the xDrive50i up to the point of impact and then
switched out to a xDrive35i for the remainder of
the day and for the drive to Hotlanta. I preferred
the V6 for a few reasons, most notably because
it was easier to drive fast and felt lighter than
the Xdrive50 V8. “Lighter” is a bit of an oxymo-
ron when speaking of the X6 because in both
trims, it is a large, heavy vehicle that via the
magic of technology, drives like a much smaller
car.

On the road, the X6 Xdrive35i drove well,

Chauffeured Ground Transportation
of the Highest Level

Los Angeles » San Francisco * New York * Chicago .

Diva Limousine, LTD., Chicago
301 W. 31st Street
Chicago, lllinois 60616

Phone 312.808.4870
‘- www.DivaLimo.com
-

had plenty of power to pass and get past legal
speeds with ease. The driving feel is familiar to
anyone that has spent time in an X5 and the
instruments and controls, with all their idiosyn-
crasies, are from the X5 as well. Rear visibility
is compromised by the design, but once you get
used to using the extra-large side mirrors, it is
easy to pilot down the road. the car’s computer
indicated that the vehicle averaged 19 MPG on
my jaunt to Atlanta.

Verdict

With the advent of increased productivity and
the power of computing, it is becoming feasible
for manufacturers to create niche products for
smaller and smaller target markets. The 2008
BMW X6 was created to satisfy the “unmet
needs” of a very specific target market and does
its job very well. It wasn't designed to be all
things to all people; it X6ists to please those
who want a personal vehicle that happens to be
an SUV.

X6 xDrive35i starts at $53,275; X6 xDrive50i
starts at $63,775.

Aftermarket

audio systems
BY JOE TRALONGO, GAYWHEELS.COM

The world of after-market car audio is team-
ing with choices that rival and, in some cases,
surpass the best sound systems offered by the
automotive manufacturers. Looking for more
music options but not interested in paying a
monthly subscription? Check out the emerging
world of HD Radio. HD expands the number of
stations a single radio network has by piggy-
backing four or five different new stations onto
a single signal. Think of it as hair extensions
for radio.

With an HD receiver, you can tune in and
capture unique formats, such as Clear Chan-
nel’s Pride Channel, a station dedicated to the
GLBT communities in Miami, West Palm Beach,
Dallas-Ft. Worth, San Francisco, Hartford and
Chicago. HD stations broadcast country, com-
edy, house, DJ, and the list goes on. HD receiv-
ers start around $150 and if you don't wish to
replace your factory stereo, you can buy and
HD tuner like the JVC KT-HDP1 that mounts on
the dash or console and transmits through one
of your existing stereo’s FM channels.

The same aftermarket options exist for sat-
ellite radio, which gives a much broader en-
tertainment choice and no pesky FCC regula-
tions to limited what can and can't be said on
air. SIRIUS and XM have announced plans to
merge, so it really doesn't matter which one
you choose, you'll soon have access to the best
programming from both. Currently, SIRIUS has

a channel dedicated to the GLBT community
(SIRIUS OUT Q), XM does not.

And no worries if you want SIRIUS but own a
GM car with factory-installed XM satellite ready
head unit. There are converter kits available on
the SIRIUS site, as well as most audio shops,
that permit you to make the switch. The SIR-
GM1 kit fits most GM cars with satellite ready
radio between 2003 and 2007. 2008 models
like the new CTS are not covered, but chances
are good there’s a converter in the works for
these cars as well. Not all GM cars are included,
so be sure to check the SIRIUS site or call be-
fore you purchase a converter.

If money is no object, even a 1972 Ford
Pinto can be decked out like the latest BMW
or Audi luxury sedan. Pioneer's AVIC-Z2X re-
tails for around $2,200 and includes a voice-
activated DVD navigation system, Bluetooth
wireless phone connectivity, an iPod adapter
and a rearview camera that displays its image
on the unit’s seven-inch color screen. Alpine’s
IVA-W205 (pictured), which retails for around
$1,500, includes a removable GPS docking unit
that can be used outside the vehicle. Most af-
termarket GPS units include helpful points of
interest that can quickly locate ATMs, gas sta-
tions, restaurants, phone numbers and more.

All of these systems can be found at your lo-
cal big box stores such as Best Buy, which also
have fairly competent installation shops. If,
however, you're the do-it-yourself-type, online
stores such as Crutchfield.com can provide you
with all the tools necessary, including phone
support should you discover you've bitten off
more than you can chew.

HEADLIGHTS

Anthony Prozzi
BY JOE LAMURAGLIA, GAYWHEELS.COM

Name: Anthony Prozzi

Place of birth: Brooklyn , N.Y .

Age: 44

Year, make and model of your first car/truck:
1976 Pontiac Firebird

Occupation: Senior designer

Employer: Ford Motor Company

What did you think you wanted to be when
you grew up? I was a bookworm growing up,
straight-A student and always an overachiever,
as a product of Italian immigrant parents. They
wanted to see me be a doctor, and I went as far
as pre-med at NYU—but I'm happy fate inter-
vened and became a designer.

How long have you worked in the auto in-
dustry? Twelve years that seem to have gone by
in a blink

What do you drive now? A shiny black Ford
Edge

Are you out at work? Those who are hip
enough to be in the know are aware of my pref-
erences; I'm so busy it's a non-issue.

Was being gay ever an issue at any of your
jobs? I'm very lucky that it never was. I always
believe your work speaks for itself and private
matters are just that—private.

If you had one piece of advice to give to a
gay person wanting to work in the auto in-
dustry, what would it be? Be yourself. Work
hard and let your work be the criteria by which
you succeed—and, of course, have fun along the
way.

0K, here is the fun part: If you had $25,000
and had to buy a new car, what would it be
and why? The new Ford Verve—in black, of
course.

Anthony Prozzi. Photo courtesy of Ford

Same question but bigger budget—$50,000:
Tough one. I'd buy the car I designed the inte-
rior of: the Ford Flex, but seriously trick it out—
black on black with some shine. [It would be]
very Dior Homme.

If money was no object and you had to drive
it every day: I like a lot of space—so same an-
swer as above, but with a fuel cell.

What is your favorite car of all time and
why? Killer. There are way too many—my grand-
father had an Alfa Giulietta, so its high on the
list—along with any other Italian cars from the
‘60s.

If your car/truck could talk, what would it
say about you? Hey, you're getting checked out
by that fox at the light.

Finally, why do you want to be featured on
Gaywheels.com? I live my life with my heart on
my sleeve—I'm a great role model—I speak my
mind and my work is always top-notch.
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THEATER REVIEW
The Secret Agent

Playwright: adapted by Alexander Gelman
from the novel by Joseph Conrad

At: Organic Theater Company at La Costa
Theatre, 3931 N. Elston

Phone: 800-595-4849; $29

Runs through: May 11

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Dirty Spook Tricks didn't begin with the CIA,
any more than espionage fiction with Graham
Greene or John LeCarré. As long ago as 1907,
Joseph Conrad—author of Lord Jim and Heart Of
Darkness—explored Spy Games in his cautionary
tale of the collateral damage engendered by a
dubious charade conceived as a purely tactical
gesture.

Our unlikely hero is one Mr. Verloc, ostensibly
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a happily-married London shopkeeper, but in
reality, an informant for the local police AND
an agent provocateur for the government of an
unnamed European country. This unglamorous
operative hasn’t been very provoqué lately, how-
ever, and his boss at the embassy suggests that
his career would improve if he staged a small
disaster—say, a bombing at the Greenwich Ob-
servatory—an assignment presenting its engi-
neer with an opportunity to have his brother-in-
law arrested for the crime. But when an accident
sets off the explosion prematurely, killing the
innocent lad, a search is mounted for the acces-
sory perps, with tragic results for Verloc and his
distraught wife.

The goals of the current group of artists do-
ing business under the name of the venerable
Organic Theater Company appear considerably
different from those of its rebellious mid-'70s
founders. Under the leadership of producing
artistic director Alexander Gelman, this produc-
tion—running in repertory with five other plays,
including four remounts from its 2007 season—
emerges as noteworthy for its attention to aca-
demic values as for its disregard of commercial
considerations: Gelman’s adaptation displays a
rare and commendable reverence for Conrad’s
text, transferred nearly-verbatim from the origi-
nal—except for a few disruptive moments when
M. Anthony Reimer’s otherwise impeccable score
of incidental music suddenly shifts to Jazz Age
classics (e.g., Al Jolson’s rendition of “Toot-
Toot-Tootsie”) as the actors break into jubilant
dancing for no apparent reason beyond relief
from the exclusively verbal discourse.

To their credit, the well-trained young players
navigate their Story Theatre-style dialogue with
unhurried skill—in particular, Richard L. Gross
as Chief Inspector Heat and Joel Stanley Huff
as the ambivalent Verloc—to bring the perfor-
mance time to an efficient two and a half hours.
The sad irony is that audiences most likely to

CULTURE CLUB

What Every Woman Knows. Photo by Peter Coombs

appreciate these page-to-stage efforts will find
their access encumbered by the steep staircase
leading to the industrial loft space comprising
the latest entry in the burgeoning Elston Avenue
art district.

THEATER REVIEW

What Every
Woman Knows

Playwright: J.M. Barrie

At: ShawChicago at Chicago Cultural Center,
77 E. Randolph

Phone: 312-742-8497; $15

Through May 3

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Little-known comic drama What Every Woman
Knows would probably be produced more often
if it wasn't for one thing: the thick Scottish ac-
cents.

One of the hardest dialects for actors to repli-
cate is also one that American ears aren't typi-

it.
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cally accustomed to hearing. After a ShawChi-
cago performance, one elderly woman said, “I
think I missed about 30 percent of what they
said.”

‘Tis a pity, since this 1908 play by Scotsman
J.M. Barrie is cute historical curiosity. The cre-
ator of Peter Pan not only had a soft spot for
kids, but he clearly supported women's suffrage
in What Every Woman Knows.

The play’s set-up is silly. A 27-year-old “spin-
ster” named Maggie Wiley (Barbara Zahora) gets
unconventionally betrothed by her nouveau riche
Scottish family. Her fiance is an educationally
aspirant train ticket-taker named John Shand
(Christian Gray) who gets cornered into the mar-
riage deal when he is caught burgling the family
to borrow books from their enormous bookcase
(which they own just for show).

From there, Barrie builds up John into a practi-
cal financial and political dynamo who gets into
Parliament. Although Maggie knows their mar-
riage isn't based on love, she does everything
she can behind the scenes to support John’s
career, both politically with bigwigs like Charles
Venables (Tony Dobrowolski) and in
society among the likes of the crafty
visiting French Comtesse de la Briere
(Kate Young).

So when John falls in love with Lady
Sybil Tenterden (Lili-Anne Brown),
Maggie hatches a scheme to show
how valuable she truly is to him.

The play is slavish to the cliché “Be-
hind every great man, there is a great
woman.” But since Barrie includes the
women’s vote debate, the play is po-
litically a piece of feminist theater,
however dated.

ShawChicago’s concert staging with
scripts in hands and music stands is
a low-frills affair (Joseph Bowen fills
in details by reading wordy stage di-
rections). But ShawChicago more than
makes up for the austere with Robert
Scogin’s solid direction and strong
performances from its all-Equity cast.

Though Maggie is the true heroine
of the play, the character’s sensible
nature makes Zahora rightfully hold
back in showing heart-wrenching
emotion. Surprisingly, Gray offers up
the emotional waterworks, especially
when John realizes what is to be lost
at his indiscretion.

In the supporting cast, Young is
particularly delectable as the knowing
French grand dame. Brown could work
on her haughty accent, but she other-
wise acts a fine “other woman.”

And as for those difficult Scottish
accents, Michael McAlister, Nathan
Hosner, Joe Lehman and Zahora each
succeed so well as the Wiley family
that you really have to listen to catch
everything they say. In the case of
What Every Woman Knows, paying at-
tention offers pleasant rewards.
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Intrigue with Faye. Photo by Johnny Knight

THEATER REVIEW
Intrigue with Faye

Playwright: Kate Robin

At: Infusion Theatre Co. at the
Royal George Theatre Gallery
Space, 1641 N. Halsted

Phone: 312-988-9000; $$20, $25;
$10 Mother’s Day

Runs through: June 1

BY CATEY SULLIVAN

Therapy as theater. That's the foundation of Kate
Robin’s overlong but largely compelling Intrigue
With Faye. As live video merges with Robin’s
scripted barb of a romantic comedy, audiences
become privy to every subconscious motivation
and Freudian slip shaping the troubled relation-
ship of Lissa (Leah Nuetzel) and Kean (Steve
0’Connell).

You need a sturdy tolerance for navel-gazing,
narcissism and psychobabble to get through
the ballad of Lissa and Kean. Intrigue would be
fresher and sharper at 90 minutes or less—at
two hours, it pushes the audience’s capacity for
tortured confessions and painful self-revelations
to its limit.

Yet, as directed by Mitch Golob, Intrigue is,
well, mostly intriguing. The video/live-theater
combination is risky business, something any-
one who saw the clunky, poorly incorporated
attempt at fusing the two in GreyZelda’s recent
A View from the Bridge or Oracle Theatre’s Scot-
land Road quickly realized. But Golob, working
with video designer Lucas Merino, pulls off a
seamless combination of the two as the Lissa

CRITICS’ PICS

Carter's Way, Steppenwolf Theatre,
through April 27. Emotions rule in Eric Si-
monson’s period drama, but playgoers de-
manding logic in their story will detect not
a single false note in the hand-synced jazz
solos or the vividly-drawn characters. MSB

Knute Rockne, All-American, Theatre at
the Center, through May 1.Who'd a thunk a
musical about Notre Dame’s iconic football
coach would captivate so? Couldn't care less
about pigskin? Michael Mahler's jazz/rag-
time infused score will draw you in anyway.
(6

Lust, Lies and Marriage, Piccolo Theatre
(Evanston), through May 10. Get a taste
of Renaissance sitcom with this very tra-
ditional rendition of a classical commedia
dell'arte play about silly lovers, foolish fa-
thers and servants both clever and simple.
JA

Nine, Porchlight Music Theatre at Theatre
Building Chicago, through May 18. This
sterling condensation of Maury Yeston and
Arthur Kopit's 1982 musical adaptation of
Fellini’s artsy film 8 %2 is teeming with great
performances. Ciao, bella! SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge, Morgan
and Sullivan

and Kean film their every move in an attempt to
strengthen their foundering relationship.

Lissa is cut from the cloth of cliché: She’s a
therapist with—guess what? —her own pro-
foundly unresolved issues. But in Nuetzel's
sharp, authentic performance, Lissa is the rare
cliché who also seems real. 0'Connell’s Kean is
equally good, traversing the emotional spectrum
from painfully vulnerable man-child to ardent
lover to insensitive douche.

As Intrigue begins, we see the two—projected
on a bank of video screens above the stage—
sucking mad face in the hallway to their apart-
ment. The screens go dark when they enter in
the flesh, still making out with a vengeance until
Kean off-handedly picks up a pile of unopened
mail and Lissa suddenly cramps up with a crip-
pling stomach ache. Clearly, there are problems
underneath this couple’s het up surface.

Sure enough, deal-breakers start cropping up
as Kean haltingly admits to sleeping around. Ar-
guably, even worse—he’s been watching Lissa’s
videotapes of her sessions with troubled clients,
tapes intended only to be seen by her supervi-
sors for the purpose of evaluating her work.

Robin delivers a long set-up involving these
tapes, but within the over-lengthy exposition
comes a high point of hilarity when Kevin Stark
shows up on screen as one of Lissa’s unhappily
married patients. She earnestly delivers a bunch
of textbook blather about latent hostility, moth-
ers and other such staples of therapy. (ending
with the eye-roller, “How does that make you
feel?”) Stark shrugs and responds, “No, see, my
wife is just a bitch.” It's a marvelous, some-
times-a-cigar-is-just-a-cigar moment.

To her credit, Robin doesn’t tie things up with
tidy sitcom bow at the end—Can this relation-
ship be saved? There’s rarely a definitive answer
to that question. Smartly, Robin doesn’t offer
one.

Sweeney Todd

audience’s suspension of disbelief, but for the
copious assistance offered, not only by the in-
genious spectacle employing an array of narra-
tive arcs (note the progress of the red-slippered
dancer, or the humble janitor-boy, over the
evening’s duration), but the tightly focused per-
formances of Kelly Yacono and Kathryn Daniels
as ambivalent young mothers targeted by kid-
nappers from a [iteral Underworld. The tour de
force in this ambitious project, however, is Lisa
Wilson’s portrayal of the top-ranked Weird Sister

herself. In a role that could

THEATER REVIEW

The Skriker

Playwright: Caryl Churchill
At: GreyZelda Theatre Group
at Angel Island,

731 W. Sheridan

Phone: 773-427-1935; $20

ONLINE THIS
WEEK:

—Candles in
the Sun

have come off like a Karen Fin-
ley-wannabe afflicted with the
pip, Wilson remains the most
charming and congenial of
hostesses as she guides us on
our tour of twilight realms too
often ignored since the pro-
liferation of intimate brightly

Runs through: May 10
BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

You can hear their eerie cries as you climb the
stairs at Angel Island’s loft space, and if you
linger in the lobby before taking your seats, you
might see winged fairies fluttering at the win-
dows. Inside the auditorium, you will find your-
self confronted by a swarm of grotesque trick-
sters from Celtic/Saxon myth—ogres, brownies,
kelpies, bogles, ghosts, ghoulies, long-legged
beasties and other creatures you wouldn't want
to meet in the dark. But that’s before we're in-
troduced to the queen of them all, the Skriker,
who speaks in a curious echolalic-associative
idiom (calling someone a “toxic-waste-paper-
basket case”, for example) and who greets us
by exhibiting the leftovers from her most recent
meal of stolen infant.

For most theater companies, a setting such
as that invoked by English playwright Caryl
Churchill's celebration of her national folklore
would constitute an invitation to dazzle us with
high-tech fantasy at the expense of the story.
Not so this GreyZelda Theatre Group production,
whose director, Rebecca Zellar, keeps the scale
comfortably life-sized. Oh, Jeff Semmerling’s
masks, Tomas Medina’s prestidigital instruction
and Joseph Ravens’ movement design for the
athletic ensemble supply the requisite menace
associated with apparitions stalking their hu-
man prey. But always at the center of the ac-
tion are the two unwary mortals seduced by the
shape-shifting Skriker, who assumes the guise of
a street-beggar, orphan child or leather-jacket-
ed butch as easily as she bewitches people into
spitting money—or frogs.

Immersion in this dramatic universe for almost
two intermissionless hours could overwhelm an

lit playhouses put an end to
shivery Things That Go Bump In The Night.

THEATER REVIEW

In a Dark Dark
House

Playwright: Neil LaBute

At: Profiles Theatre, 4147 N. Broadway
Phone: 773-549-1815; $25, $30;

$5 discount students and seniors
Runs through: May 11

BY CATEY SULLIVAN

Go ahead, call him gimmicky and formulaic. As
he catalogues the sins of middle-class man's
burden in his prodigious, profligate output,
playwright Neil LaBute is quite often just that.
Yet every now and then within his obsessively
watchable parables of men behaving sociopathi-
cally, LaBute produces a white-hot gleam of bril-
liance that glares like a klieg light on a colony
of cockroaches. In a Dark Dark House is one such
testimony to the horrifying depths the lurk with-
in the author of Bash and Lepers.

In 90 minutes and with three characters,
Profiles Theatre presents Dark House as a skin-
crawling story of intense emotional and physical
violence. With his toxic trio of a cast, director
Joe Jahraus finishes off Profiles Theatre’s all-
LaBute season in creeptacular fashion.

Those familiar with LaBute know that he in-
variably ends his tales with a twist. Sometimes
it's a mighty cork-screwering as shocking as a
T-bone steak served during a high Hindu holiday,
sometimes it’s as contrived (and ultimately use-
less) as a Rube Goldberg machine.

The endgame pivot of Dark House comes in a
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First it was a Broadway musical; then a dark
and moody movie; and now, it's a Broadway
musical again. This highly touted version
of Stephen Sondheim and Hugh Wheeler's
Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet
Street swept London and New York with its
imaginative, scaled-down interpretation in
which most of the singers also double as
the onstage orchestra. Don’t worry: Sweeney
remains hell-bent on revenge and intent on
supplying Mrs. Lovett with all she needs to
make delicious meat pies. For those who
know Sweeney Todd only through the recent
movie—if that’s possible—be assured that
it improves with real singers and a sense of
comedy. At the Cadillac Palace through May
4; 312-902-1400 (Ticketmaster); $22.50-
$72.50. Photo by DavidAllenStudio.com

final, wordless moment during which the sicker
of two brothers finally shows himself as a threat
not only to himself, but to others as well—and
how. But long before we get to that final re-
veal (which LaBute junkies will see coming), we
get to know siblings Drew (Hans Fleischmann,
menacing and pathetic as a non-recovering ad-
dict and a disbarred attorney) and Terry (Darrell
W. Cox). The two are uneasy and estranged as
they try to suss each other out during visiting
hours at the upscale rehab facility where Drew
is in court-ordered detox. The ex-lawyer has the
lingo of recovery down cold and talks earnestly
about acting out, repressed childhood traumas
and rigorous honesty. But Drew is also itchy and
skittery; this visit isn"t about any searching and
fearless moral inventory—he wants something.

To talk more about what actually happens
wouldn't do, but it’s worth noting that all three
scenes take place in relatively isolated enclaves.
After the rehab center, we move to an all-but-
deserted miniature-golf course for 20 minutes of
mesmerizing dialogue that will leave you skee-
ved out to the point of wanting a shower and
amazed at the depths of credible corruption Cox
can dredge up. Equally disturbing—in a vastly
different way—is Allison Torem as Jennifer,
the jailbait teenager who manages the course.
Mindlessly shaking her business end to Kelis" sa-
lacious “Milkshake,” Jennifer is 16 going on a
used-up 40, a child who is aware of the power—
but not the danger—inherent to unleashing her
sex appeal on the wrong kind of guy.

“Kids, they’re all that matters in the end,”
Drew notes wistfully, drink in hand as he pre-
sides over the suburban barbeque that ends the
piece. Perhaps. But within House, that impor-
tance has monstrous implications.

In a Dark Dark House. Photo by Thad Hall-
stein
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FOR SALE

OUT OF TOWN
SW FLORIDA CAREFREE RESORT: Premier Leshian
destination. Beautiful 3/2. Unimpeded views of lake,
conservation area, clubhouse. $279,000 or $399,000
with adjacent lot. Diane or Kathy at 239-731-6366
email sales@resortonch.com (12/26/07-26)

NEW BUFFALO BLOWOUT SALE WALDEN WOODS!:
Four remaining cottages reduced to less than cost.
Buy as is and finish yourself or we will finish. Custom
built, charming, and private with upscale ammenities.
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, all cedar with huge screened
porches. Reduced $55,000 to $345,000. Call Sue/Joe
@GPS Realty 269-469-3700. (2/27/08-4)

PEACEFUL SETTING: For everyday living or weekend
retreat close to shops in Union Pier. 2 BR, 2 BA, vaulted
ceiling w/ fireplace, cathedral windows. Loft w/ sliders
to deck, eat in kitchen w/ large pantry and view of
woods. 2 car garage. Sandi Zeidler, 269-932-5252,
Red Arrow Realty, 2845 Niles Ave., St. Joseph, MI.
(12/26/07-3)

MILLER BEACH HOME: Two new homes minutes to
Lake Michigan in a quiet eclectic community. Homes
sit on over an acre of woods and sand dunes. Ample
room for an outdoor pool without compromising yard
space. Close to nature preserves, deer and wild turkey
can be seen walking through the yards in the morning
and evening. Homes are 2200 to 2300 sq ft. Open floor
plans, cathedral foyer; hardwood, ceramic and carpeted
floors. Appliances included, two and half car garages
Great opportunity for a vacation home or a permanent
residence @ $246,000 or get friends or family together
and buy both for $470,000. Call Angel today 219-614-
5012 or BFDHomes@aol.com (12/26/07-2)

ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO -
LaPORTE, IN: Great home on quiet lake in Laporte. This
house has been professionally painted through out, with
the kitchen having its own unique decorative look. It
includes one of a kind concrete counter top on cabinets.
There is even a custom-made faux-patina copper top on
bar area. Hardwood floors on main level were ones pulled
from a 100 year old building in Chicago. New carpeting
has also been installed during the last few months on
second level. The great room includes a wood-burning
fireplace surrounded by built-in book cases. The master
bedroom area has oversized cedar-lined closets with
fantastic views of the lake. The master bath is Travertine
marble with a large jetted tub and the main bath is
custom ceramic tile. The exterior of the home offers
seclusion, custom made deck area and your own fire pit
to enjoy on fall nights. Some of the other fine features
of this home include hardwood French colonial doors on
the interior, second floor laundry area, and slate foyer.
$249,900. Tommy Sunn, Century 21 1st Team, Inc.
219-575-0881 www.tommysunn21.com (3/12/08)

GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! LAKE GENEVA
WISCONSIN: Approximately 1 acre property. Vintage
brick Victorian. Approximately 2,700 Sq. ft with luxury
guest house. 2.5 new garage, 1 vintage garage. Totally
updated. 2 blocks from lake, 4 blocks from downtown.
Many uses, business zoning. Now used as B&B.
$649,000 for sale by owner. Call toll free 1-877-
249-0632. (3/26/08-4)

Book your Real Estate classifieds online

www.windycitymediagroup.com
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CONDO

MoranSellsChicago
and takes PRIDE

in presenting Roger’s Park

All New
Condos

Open Sun1to 4

Buying now
7& ;4(/{@; makes more
sense than
124 1 Al renting !
S Simple as
from $225 000
’ 1,2,3...
1. Below Market —
Ja rVi A Interest Rate!
e 2. NO Closing
) P ar Costs!
1711 W Jarvis 3. FREE —
1,2, &3BR Deeded Parking!
fiom $165,400 (on 2 & 3 Br Condos)
. It’s that easy —
—_— No strings
i
(areenMor Attached !
Suace
6954 N Greenview
1-2BR, 1-2BA FREE
jon $145,900 Deeded
Parking !

MORAN
ASSOCIATES
312.787-2345

www.MoranSellsChicago.com

RARE LINCOLN SQUARE CONDO: How often do you see
this? New construction, quaint village setting in the
middle of everything, that’s tucked away from busy
streets, noise & traffic. Must See! 2-Bedrooms, 2-Baths,
Garage Parking! $415,000 Motivated Seller! Tony,
Midtown Real Estate 773-818-3668 (4/23/08-2)

CHARACTER FILLED CHURCH HOME: 3057 N. Clifton
2BD+DEN/2BTH ftrs: Exposed Brick, 20" cathedral

let me take you out...
to find your new home

ceilings, newly remodeled kitchen &
baths w/granite cntrtps, S/S appls,
heated parking, rooftop deck, walk to L.
Contact Jeff Dyra (iTown Realty) - 773-
592-3088 or jdyra@itownrealty.com.
(5/07/08-3)

CO-OP

3500 N. LAKESHORE CO-OP: 2BR + den,
2BA. Great lake, park, city views. All the
vintage charm, wbf, high ceilings, central
ac, w/d, eat-in kitchen, new baths.
Nearby garage parking paid by seller for 1
year. $499,000. Gloria Narrod, Baird &
Warner RE 312-281-2330. (6/18/08-12)

HOUSE

RUBLOFF

rubloff.com

319 VINCENT COURT

LAKE BLUFF, ILLINOIS

New York - Lake forest architects Han-
Archibald have created a divine hybrid of
modern and traditional styling in walk-to-
beach-and-town Lake BIuff Yearround
retreat or weekend escape, this sleek 4-
plus bedroom new construction home
has all the bells and whistles, worthy of
Architectural Digest spread. $1299,000

Call Andy Mrowiec at 847.308.2589

www.319VincentCourt.com

GRIFFITH, GRANT & LACKIE REALTORS'
A TRADITION OF TRUST SINCE 19303

FOR RENT

OUT OF TOWN

HARBOR COUNTRY - MICH/IND: Designer's unique
cottage with large, open 2 story living space. 2 bdrs., 2
bths., can sleep six. Lg. screened porch, lovely garden
& terrace. All amenities. Beautiful beaches close. 180
mins. from the Loop and 180 mins. to Saugatuck. Sat/
Sat rental at $1,200./wk. Pics avail. Must see. 773-
929-2295 (5/28/08-8)

STUDIO
1332 W. HOOD AVE. - EDGEWATER STUDIOS: Beautiful

your special place

where you set down roots
spend time with family
entertain friends

unwind at the end of each day

for all your real estate needs

LYNN BRISKIN

847.512.2741 / lbriskin@rubloff.com

studios, one w/ galley kitchen. All utilities included.
Laundry in building. Close to “L,” lake and shopping.
Credit check required. $585/mo. No sec. dep. Avail.
May & June. Please call 773-392-4550 www.
landstarrealty.com. (5/07/08-4)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: Studio, 1&2 Bedroom apartments
in Oak Park & Forest Park. $610-$975/mo. Include
Heat/Cooking Gas. Forest Park with Parking. Call Circle
Property Management 708-725-3110 M-F 10AM-4PM
circlemgnt@yahoo.com. (5/14/08-4)

ONE BEDROOM
THE PARKVIEW IN RIVER EAST: New luxury 1BR condo,
W/D in unit, balcony, fitness center, pool, movie theater,
park adjacent. Garage parking available, pets ok. One
month’s rent free. $2,000/mo includes utilities. Avail
May. Call Judy 773-281-6309 or 773-501-5945.
(4/30/08-4)
IN THIS MOMENT: Here in Edgewater for you a big and
joyously sunny one bedroom. Walk to shops, bus, Red
Line and beach. Look at all the closets, cabinetry and
closet space. Large kitchen and dining room, plus
storage and laundry. $780/mo. with heat! Where's
the phone? 773-706-6065 or tahbs@rcn.com
(5/07/08-3)

TWO BEDROOM

RAVENSWOOD DUPLEX WITH YARD: Intimate 2 flat.
2,000 square feet. All utilities, laundry, garden and
garage parking included. Perfect for a couple in a
very friendly building. Rent $2,000/mo. Robert
Baldwin, Century 21 Sussex & Reilly 773-230-1477.
rbaldwin@srchicago.com (4/23/08-1)

THREE + BEDROOM

$1,975 SPACIOUS 3BR/2BA ANDERSONVILLE $1,975:
Spacious 3BR/2BA Duplex in beautiful Greystone. Tall
ceilings, HDWD floors. Huge MBR with walk-in closet.
Dining Rm. Walk-In Pantry. Heat, Water, and Laundry
included. 2 blks from Red Line. Pets Negotiable. No
Smoking. Parking avail for add’l fee. Avail. May 1st.
Serious inquiries, please call 312-752-5369.
(4/30/08-4)

GIGANTIC AIR CONDITIONED ROGERS PARK: 2,500
square feet, two baths, four bedrooms, hardwood floors
throughout, new granite kitchen, Free laundry, gas,
parking. Superior transportation, shopping. 773-764-
3103. (4/23/08-2)

PARRKVIEW PET SUPPLIES
EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL 60640
773-561-0001

Sensible Food, Sensible Prices

}
PE

1342 E. 55th St., Chicago
right off Lake Shore Dr.

773-6U43-PETS (7387)
wwwparkerspets.com

RKERS

1,500 square feet

L] ] es
of necessities, accessort

nd patural foods!
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ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product,
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online
section for free. To place an ad, contact Cynthia at
773-871-7610, cynthia@windycitymediagroup.com,
or go to our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.
com.

ART

CALL FOR ARTISTS: Skokie Art Guild’s 47th Annual Art
Fair. July 12-13, 2008. Fine Art. Held on the Village
Green, Oakton St., Downtown Skokie, IL. Prizes
and Awards. For application/information contact
skokieart@aol.com Tel. 847-677-8163 (4/30/08-8)

BODY WORK

BODYWORK: For a man by a man neck to toe. Relief of
tension and stress. Clean suburban location, easy to get
to, immediate appointments, 7 days, 10am on. 630-
235-4507 (4/23/08-4)

CLEANING SERVICES

CLEANING, MAID AND JANITOR SERVICE: Careful,
caring, meticulous small business and small building
janitorial cleaning service. Landlord/tenant cleaning,
post construction/rehab cleaning, before/after party
cleaning and much, much more. We respectfully clean
for AIDS and other ill patients, the severely depressed,
the elderly, the physically/mentally challenged, divorce,
after the burglar trashed your home/office and the
deceased. We'll organize your chaos and then clean it!
Can we help you? Bonded. Chestnut Cleaning Service:
312-332-5575. (5/24,/08-tk)

FITNESS

PERSONAL TRAINER: Rachel Lavin, M. A. Realize your
goals through 12 week success programs. Lose weight,
get in shape and be the best you can be. CORRECTED

NUMBER: 773-251-7874 (PP1/08/09PP)

HELP WANTED

EARN UP TO $5,000 A MONTH AT HOME: 18+ & 2 forms
of ID. Computer, webcam & internet a must. http://
camspot.com click “Become a model.” support@
camspot.com (75K)

DECKS

Deck Cleaning
& Sealing

* Powerwash

* Premium Sealers

* Brush Applied

* Treated Lumber
Cedar & Redwood

* Residential,
Condominiums,
Commercial

Chicagoland Deck
Cleaning & Sealing

Since 1995...over 3300
satisfied customers

A Rated Award Winning Company

(773) 348-4516

www.deck-sealing.com

Book your classifieds online:

\ - - -
www.windycitymediagroup.com
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INSURANCE

EXPERIENCED CHICAGO AGENTBEATSONLINEEVERYTIME
WITH ABSOLUTE LOWEST RATES: Only major companies
+ award winning service to GLBT community for 20+
years. Convenient communication: phone, fax, e-mail,
podcast, + apply on-line or appointment. Call Ron 800-
400-7133. www.LowCostHighBenefitInsurance.com.
(P6,/18/08-52)

INTERPRETER

For your American Sign Language/English interpreting
needs: To consult with you or your company with
your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/CT/NIC Master,
Nationally Certified Interpreter, 773-401-1339, or
e-mail thorpe2001@aol.com [P-TB]

LANDSCAPING

FINE LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION:
Thoughtful Design Work e Hand Selected Plantings
e Clay Brick or Natural Stone e Patios & Walkways ®
Driveway Redesign ® Detailed Masonry Walls or Entrance
Piers e Outdoors Fireplaces, Firepits & Kitchens e
Artistic Outdoor Lighting e Arbors, Pegolas, Funiture
® Quality Decks ® Precision Lawn Sprinkler Systems e
Fine Outdoor Furnishings ® Fine landscape design and
installation. J JAMES ALEXANDER Gardens 4116 North
Lincoln Avenue, Suite 1000, Chicago, IL 60618 t
773-975-4079 f 773-975-1809 www.jafinegardens.
com (PP4/23/08-52PP)

LIFE COACH

COURTNEY PARKS COACHING, MA, CPCC: Dedicated to
helping women create passion, success and balance in
their career. As a Certified Life Coach (and a lesbian),
she works with women to discover and DO what they
love while enjoying their life too! To schedule a
complimentary consultation, call 847-217-2387.
courtneyparks@sbcglobal.net www.courtneyparks.
com (6/25/08-13)

MASSAGE THERAPY
POWER MASSAGE: Deep, strong, and rejuvenating
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with lean muscular athlete. In calls and house calls
with table. Late hours ok. Convenient location.
Relocated practice from NYC. Treat yourself. www.
PowerMassageChicago.com. Marc, 312-440-1972.
(PP4/15/09PP)

YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF!: Experience the therapeutic
benefits of deep tissue/wellness massage by a licensed
GBM professional.  Relieve stress, feel better! Non-
sexual. South Shore Area. In, $65/hr. or $85/1.5 hrs.;
out, add $20. 773-933-7219 or 773-576-4659.
(PP2/19/09PP)

PLUMBING

KGM PLUMBING, INC.: Licensed plumbing contractor
offering full plumbing services including repair work,
remodeling, new work, violations, and RPZ testing/

certification.  Licensed-Bonded-Insured. 847-583-
8988. (7/02/08-12)
TRAVEL

NEW BUFFALO: Enjoy 2 or 3 bedroom cottages, 5 blocks

from the lake. Full kitchens, central air, decks; all linens
and dinnerware supplied. Check out www.envoytravel.
com/envoyresorts.htm, call Envoy Travel 312-787-
2400 or 800-44-ENVOY. (S)

WINDOW TREATMENTS

WONDERING WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE WINDOWS?:
Call me! I take care of it all from design through
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty
in window treatments for over 24 years. 773-273-
2361. (12/31/08-sk)

YOGA

ONE ON ONE YOGA: Take time to heal, nurture, and
renew. Energize your body, mind, and spirit for spring/
summer with private yoga sessions with Michael Faith.
Invigorating and mindful yoga tailored to your needs.
$75/hr. 734-717-7109 www.michaelfaithyoga.com.
(4/30/08-4)

Windy €City Gay

Contestants turned up the heat April 16 when Windy City Gay Idol took place at Scarlet,
3320 N. Halsted. When the dust settled, Sean and Jamie won and moved on to the semifi-
nals. The judges were Jerry Nunn, Kirk Williamson and DJ Carla Starla. Photos by Kirk Wil-
liamson

Windy City Gay Idol is sponsored by Bud Light, American Airlines, Broadway In Chicago,

idol: Scarlet Fever

reaoke and Windy City Media Group.
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Baby Mama,
Film Notes

BY RICHARD KNIGHT, JR.

Saturday Night Live alum Tiny Fey and Amy
Poehler, her former Weekend Update co-anchor
from the show, co-star in Baby Mama—a broad,
easygoing comedy about surrogate motherhood
that's a modern-day version of Diane Keaton’s
seminal ‘80s comedy Baby Boom.

Fey, the current star of TV's 30 Rock, plays Kate
Holbrook, a 37-year-old career exec who wants a
baby. Everywhere she goes she sees them (lead-
ing to the first montage, one that includes a gay
couple with their small fry), but Kate cant get
past the first date because she desperately re-
veals to each prospect her desire for a baby; she
also considers marriage a “high-risk scenario.”
Then she’s told by a doctor that he “doesn’t like
her uterus,” that her chance of conceiving are
about one in a million. Lastly, her cranky, snob-
bish mother (Holland Taylor) warns her to not
adopt a Black baby.

What's a gal to do?

Enter Sigourney Weaver as a high-priced,

Tina Fey (left) and Amy Poehler in Baby Mama.

high-falutin” baby broker of sorts who connects
Fey with a batch of potential surrogates. (Cue
the second montage.) The most promising can-
didate turns out to be white-trash Angie (Amy
Poehler), whose womb is rarin’ to go, and whose
white-trash boyfriend, Carl (Dax Shepard), is
just as eager to get his hands on the big bucks
Fey will pay for the privilege. (Cue the third
montage—this one set to the Diana Ross-Lionel
Richie chestnut “Endless Love”—for the “imple-
mentation” scene.)

But complications abruptly ensue (Don’t they
always?) when Angie shows up unannounced at
Kate's pied-d terre, bags in hand after breaking
up with Carl. Kate, who is a finicky perfectionist,
hadn't counted on the sloppy Angie as a roomie,
and a series of 0dd Couple-type sequences fol-
low. Naturally, Angie will get Kate to loosen up
and go nightclubbin"—and Kate will get Angie
to think about something other than karaoke,
junk food and sex.

In the midst of all this, Kate is busy trying to
please the boss of Round Earth, the health-food
company she works for. This overbearing narcis-

You want it.
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© 2007 npp productions, reno, nv customer service (888) 283-3331

are waiting...

sist is an insufferable “zen-like” aging hippie
who doesnt wear socks with his business suits,
sports a ponytail and is played with comedic
relish by Steve Martin. This unnamed charac-
ter has deemed an untapped neighborhood in
Philadelphia as the next perfect location for a
Round Earth megastore and sends Kate to in-
vestigate and find a building. She discovers a
juice bar (called Super Fruity) run by the friendly
Rob (Greg Kinnear), who gives her a rundown on
the area. But when Round Earth announces its
plans, a neighborhood coalition headed by Rob
protests—so, naturally, ideological opposites
will personally attract and, soon, Kate and Rob
will fall for each other a la You've Got Mail.

Many more plot twists—most of them expect-
ed—come into play before the expected “my
water just broke/dash to the hospital” finish. In
addition to Poehler, who has no trouble getting
laughs as usual, Romany Malco (who plays Oscar,
Fey's wise-ass doorman) offers good support.
And—with her glasses, real-woman curves, in-
nate wit and intelligence—Fey is a desperately
needed addition to the movies: a Diane Keaton
for the YouTube generation.

Baby Mama—which was written not by Fey
but by its director, Michael McCullers—is awfully
familiar. Yet, the movie—forgive me—delivers
its laughs without audiences having to go into
labor to get them. It's gentler than what has
become standard comedic fare, and the comedy
is not so graphic or mean-spirited—definitely
plusses. It all adds up to a great date movie
and, maybe, some real-life future baby mamas.

Film Notes:

—Though it is sad to learn that Roger Ebert,
dean of popular American film critics, has yet to
recover his voice after a series of surgeries and
won’t be back on TV with At the Movies with
Ebert & Roeper anytime soon, it is good to know
that he is returning to writing reviews on a regu-
lar basis. And Ebertfest, his annual film fest of
overlooked movies, is taking place April 23-April
27 in Champaign on the University of Illinois
campus, Ebert’s alma mater. As usual, Ebert has
chosen a stellar slate of terrific movies.

Three that are not to be missed are the Fri.,
April 25, 10 p.m. screening of director Paul
Schrader's Mishima: A Life in Four Parts, his
exquisitely rendered 1985 film (complete with
Philip Glass score) about the gay Japanese writ-
er. Schrader and Mishima production designer
Eiko Ishioka (who won an Oscar for her amazing
Dracula costumes) will be in attendance. Sec-
ond, fellow University of Illinois alum Ang Lee,
director of the gay-themed Wedding Banquet
and an Oscar winner for Brokeback Mountain,
will talk about his offbeat blockbuster The Hulk
after a Sat., April 26, screening.

Lastly, director Bill Forsyth and actress Chris-
tine Lahti will discuss the underrated House-
keeping, a film set in the 1950s. Lahti plays free
spirit Aunt Sylvie, whose unconventional ideas
alternately tantalize, frighten and open new
worlds to her two nieces. The 1987 film, with its
meditative score by Michael Gibbs and decided
feminist bent, is one of those small miracles
that comes along so rarely in the movies. It
screens Sat., April 26, at 7:30 p.m. Many of the
screenings are sold out but there are still single
screening tickets to be had. www.ebertfest.com

—Here’s another reminder that both seasons
one and two of the Rosie 0'Donnell executive-
produced Big Gay Sketch Show arrive (separately)
on DVD Tues., April 29. Season two cast mem-
ber Colman Domingo, noted for his imperson-
ations of Oprah Winfrey and Maya Angelou, was
a recent guest on Windy City Queercast. Also,
look for an interview with another cast member,
Paolo Andino, to run in Windy City Times soon.

Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitytimes.com or www.knightatthemov-
ies.com. Readers can leave feedback at the
latter Web site, where there is also ordering
information on my book of collected film re-
views, Knight at the Movies 2004-2006.

NEAR from page 11

WCT: I know you performed on a recent Ol-
ivia cruise. How was that experience?

HN: I went on the 35th-anniversary celebra-
tion cruise. It was lovely. I sang with Meg
Christian, who I had not seen in probably 30
years. Although cruise ships are environmental
disasters, I must say that this lesbian cruise
company has done a lot of work confronting
homophobia wherever they go. At first there
were places that held demonstrations as the
ship arrived, not wanting all those leshians to
set foot on the soil. But now, there are signs
that say, “Welcome Olivia Ladies!” Is homopho-
bia gone? Of course not. They are welcomed
because the locals have come to realize that
of all the cruise ships, the lesbians are the nic-
est, the most laid-back, shop a lot and tip the
best. And in the midst of that economic crite-
ria, they start to see that maybe it isn't as bad
to be gay as they previously thought. And that,
no doubt, is good for the GLBTQ folks who live
their full-time.

WCT: What was it like to be surrounded by
so many lesbians and all that estrogen?

HN: I am very used to being around a lot of
women, a lot of lesbians. It can be fun or an-
noying, just like being around any humans who
gather around identity. But I think for women
who work in the mainstream world, it must be

mind-boggling to have a vacation where you
don’t feel danger when you kiss your sweet-
heart. The world is still very hard on “other”.
... I am reminded how fortunate I am to have
grown up with an open mind. I take it for
granted but, in truth, it is an unusual gift to
have been given. How sad it is for those who
are full of hate. What happened to them as
babies? What happened to Bush and Cheney as
children? I don't know, but let's remove them
from public office so they don’t hurt more peo-
ple!

WCT: What can fans expect at the con-
cert?

HN: I would encourage people to think of
it as a chance to gather, a place to invite a
friend who might not know there is such a
thing as social change music. Cultural events
are a good way to bring people into the circle;
it lays a scrumptious table for discussion after
the show.

The concert will be held Sun., April 27,
at the Wellington Avenue United Church of
Christ, 615 W. Wellington. Doors open at
6:30 p.m., with the performance at 7 p.m.
Other acts include Emma’s Revolution and
Voices; see www.waucc.org for more info.
Near will also be appearing at Women and
Children First on the same day at 2 p.m. for
a CD signing; see www.womenandchildren-
first.com.
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Wednesday, April 23

Gay Liberation Network Discussion
group on LGBT history. Focus on move-
ment against Anita Bryant. Call 773-
209-1187 or e-mail LGBTliberation@
aol.com for suggested reading materi-
als

Lambda Legal The Bon Foster Revolu-
tion. Celebrating 15 years of Lambda
Legal in Chicago. 6 p.m., Chicago His-
tory Museum, 1601 N. Clark St., www.
lambdalegal.org/bonfoster

Women and Children First Roz Kaveney:
Superheroes! 7:30 p.m., 5233 N. Clark
St., 773-769-9299, www.womenand-
childrenfirst.com

Thursday, April 24

Dining Out for Life Chicagoland restau-
rants participate in the 15th Annual
Dining Out for Life, which raises funds
for HIV/AIDS. See www.diningoutfor-
life/chicago and www.diningoutforlife.
com/chicago/participating, www.aids-
carechicago.org

Gruppo di Amici and Taste Food &
Wine First Annual Jarvis Square Wine
Affair. Meet master Sommelier Alpana
Singh (Check Please!). 6:30-9 p.m.,
1506/1508 W. Jarvis Ave., $30 ad-
vance, $35 at door, tickets at 773-508-
5565 or 773-761-3663

NewTown Writers Workshop. 7:30 p.m.,
Gerber/Hart, 1127 W. Granville Ave.,
newtownwriters@yahoo.com,  www.
newtownwriters.org

Transitions Bookplace Grammy Award-
winning performer Helen Reddy (“I Am
Woman”) makes an appearance. 1000
W. North Ave., 312-951-7323, www.
transitionsbookplace.com

Women and Children First Nancy Po-
likoff: Beyond (Straight and Gay)
Marriage: Valuing ALl Families under
the Law. 7:30 p.m., 5233 N. Clark St.,
773-769-9299,  www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago Third An-
nual Poetry slam to raise awareness of
sexual assault, She Speaks Volumes.
Features d’bi young anitafrika. 6-8

p.m., $20, doors open 5:30 p.m., Al-
hambra Palace, 1240 W. Randolph,
tickets at www.ywcachicago.org or
312-762-2743

Friday, April 25

American Institute of Architects Chi-
cago Modernism Show & Sale, a Tribute
to 20th Century Design. Through April
27. 1422 N. Kingsbury, 708-366-2710,
www.chicagomodernism.net

Columbia College Chicago Gender Fu-
sions 4. Gaylesbiantransfagdykequeer:
Naming Desire and Identity in Media.
Film screening and dialogue. 6-8:30
p.m., Film Row Cinema, 1104 S. Wa-
bash, 8th floor, free and open to pub-
lic

Illinois Safe Schools Alliance Day of
Silence/Night of Noise. Night of Noise
gathering 5:30-9 p.m., outside of
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph St.

Women and Children First Ambassador
Madeleine M. Kunin: Pearls, Politics, &
Power: How Women Can Win and Lead.
TBA, 5233 N. Clark St., 773-769-9299,
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Saturday, April 26

Better Existence with HIV Fifth Annual
Club BEHIV & Cabaret, “April in Paris,”
featuring Highland Park Pops Big Band,
French cuisine, silent and live auction.
6:30-11 p.m., Woman’s Club of Evan-
ston, 1702 Chicago Ave., $150/person,
www.behiv.org

Chicago Center for Urban Life & Cul-
ture “Soul of the South Side” 38th an-
niversary fundraiser. Little Black Pearl
Workshop, 1060 E. 47th St., $50 ad-
vance, $60 day of, 73-363-1312, www.
chicagocenter.org

Columbia College Chicago Gender Fu-
sions 4. Forging New Queer Geog-
raphies: Busting Up the Binaries!
Features comedian Marga Gomez, per-
formance artist Matthew Holils and
writer/performer Ryka Aoki de la Cruz.
3:30-5:30 p.m., Film Row Cinema,
1104 S. Wabash, 8th floor, free and

open to public

Columbia College Chicago Gender Fu-
sions 4 Performance Spectacle: Busting
Up the Binaries! Featuring performanc-
es by Teatro Luna, avery r. young, Nikki
Patin, Marga Gomez, Matthew Hollis,
Ryka Aoki de la Cruz and more. 8-11
p.m., Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash,
$10 general admission, $5 students
and senior citizens

GForce Gay hockey team GForce's sneak
preview of a short-form documentary.
9 p.m., Scarlet, 3320 N. Halsted St.,
www.gforcehockey.com

Las Manos Gallery Art in Andersonville
opening reception. 7-11 p.m., 5220
N. Clark St., 773-728-8910, www.las-
manosgallery.com

Live Oak Connected: A Free Saturday Se-
ries for Lesbians. This month: Urge to
Merge: Dating and Relating. 10 a.m.- 1
p.m., 1300 W. Belmont, space limited,
773-880-1310 ext. 87, www.liveo-
akchicago.com

West Suburban Gay Association Dinner
and Games at member's home. 7:30
p.m., see www.wsga.com for more
info.

Sunday, April 27

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Ex-
ploitation Body and $old performanc-
es. Through May 1. 7-9 p.m., Center on
Halsted, $10 for adults, free for people
18 and under

Wellington Avenue United Church of
Christ Concert: Holly Near, Emma’s
Revolution and special guest, Voices.
$25, doors open 6:30 p.m., show starts
7 p.m., 615 W. Wellington Ave., tick-
eets at www.waucc.org, 773-935-0642
or at Women & Children First Bookstore,
5233 N. Clark St. or 773-769-9299

Women and Children First Holly Near
& Emma’s Revolution CD signings. 2-3
p.m., 5233 N. Clark St., 773-769-9299,
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Women and Children First Susan Cherry
& Sandy Goldsmith: Poetry Reading.
4:30 p.m., 5233 N. Clark St., 773-769-
9299, www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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Monday, April 28

American Veterans for Equal Rights
Meet & Greet Ald. Sandi Jackson. 6-8
p.m., Jeffrey Pub, 7041 S. Jeffery,
WWW.aver.us

Tuesday, April 29

@mosphere Join the cast of Les Mis-
érables in a benefit performance hon-
oring Dan Proctor, raffle and silent
auction, $15 suggested donation, 7:30
p.m., 5355 N. Clark St., 773-784-1100

Wednesday, April 30

American Foundation for Suicide Pre-
vention Town Hall Meeting, includes
discussion on Prevalence and Predic-
tors of Suicidality Among Gay Lesbian
and Bisexual Youth. 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
University of Illinois at Chicago Col-
lege of Dentistry, 801 S. Paulina St.,
4th floor lecture hal, free and open
to public, RSVP jhurtado@afsp.org or
312-238-9564

Chicago LGBTQ Immigrants Alliance
Immigration at the Margins forum.
Some topics: Day laborers, queer immi-
grant youth, HIV ban and its effects. 9
a.m.- 5 p.m., Center on Halsted, 3656
N. Halsted St., reservations@caase.org
or call 773-867-1082 for tickets

Thursday, May 1

Gay Liberation Network Amigas Latinas,
ALMA, Orgullo En Accion and Sangat
form an LGBT contingent in the im-
migrant rights march. Meet 11 a.m. in
Union Park, near corner Ashland and
Lake, look for rainbow flags, 773-209-
1187, www.gayliberation.net

Roosevelt University Actor Wilson Cruz
in “My So-Called Life: Coming Out,
Family Life and Homelessness,” pre-
sentation. 7:30 p.m., Congress Lounge,
430 S. Michigan Ave., www.roosevelt.
edu
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Mon., April 28
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There will be a meet-and-greet featuring
Chicago Ald. Sandi Jackson at Jeffery Pub,
7049 S. Jeffrey.

Photo by Kat Fitzgerald

CRUZ CONTROL

Wilson Cruz will talk about “My So-Called
Life: Coming Out, Family Life and Homeless-
ness” at Roosevelt University, 430 S. Michi-
gan.

The spoken kind...
Achy Obejas (top right), Staceyann Chin (top left) and C.C. Carter were just a few of the

performers who participated in “Race Sex & The Spoken Word,” an evening of performers
and poetry that was part of the “Race Sex & Power” conference that took place at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago April 11-12. Photos by Mel Ferrand

Entertainment news
BY AMY WOOTEN

“Brothers & Sisters” star Luke McFarlane

isn’t just a gay man on TV. The actor just came
out of the closet in a recent interview with
Toronto’s Globe and Mail because he wants to
be “authentic to myself.” McFarlane plays gay
character Scotty Wandell in the ABC drama. The
28-year-old said he’s been out to his friends and
family, and admits that although he is afraid
about what will happen to his career, he needs
to be true to himself. “I guess I can't really be
concerned about what will happen, because it's
my truth,” he said.

“Sex and the City” star and out lesbian Cyn-
thia Nixon revealed her battle with breast
cancer, which she chose to keep private, during
a Good Morning America interview. Nixon said
she kept her diagnosis out of the spotlight to
avoid paparazzi. Nixon, who was diagnosed in
2006, is now cancer-free. Nixon said that part-
ner Christine Marinoni was “very scared” and
was in a panic after hearing the news.

In an exclusive interview with Village Voice,
TV actor Jason Beghe (“Cane,” “JAG”), who left
the Church of Scientology seven months ago out
of disappointment and frustration, said that the
tipping point for him was when members of
the church tried to blame Beghe’s near-fatal
car accident on his friendship with a gay man.
He had given an estimated million dollars dur-
ing his 12 years in the church. Beghe decided to
be vocal about leaving the church because he
wants to warn both celebrities and others about
Scientology’s unethical practices.

Former “Lost” actress Michelle Rodriguez is
sick of the ongoing media rumors that she
is a lesbian, she revealed in a recent interview
with Latina Magazine. Rodriguez said, “What the
majority of [people] want to know is what I'm
doing with my vagina, and I think that that’s
sick. What do you care who I'm dating?” Dur-
ing the chat, Rodriguez said that much of the
speculation has to do with the fact that she’s a
“tomboy.” She said that she refuses to answer
continued questions about her sexuality. “I don’t
answer those questions. I just keep it to myself
and it’s nobody's business. If I wanna fuck a girl,
a boy, a dog — that's my business.”

Rocker and talk show host Henry Rollins
(formerly of pioneering punk band Black
Flag) reiterated his long-time distaste for
homophobia in an interview with the Sydney
Star Observer. Rollins discussed his disgust at
a teacher’s open attacks on a gay student while
attending military school as a kid—an event
that stuck with him and caused him to be vocal
about gay rights over the years. When talking
about gay marriage, Rollins said, “You know what
you are very soon in your life. So when someone
says you can’t love that person, you can't marry
that person I'm like, ‘Really, fuck you!” Boy, if I
was gay I would kick your arse!”

The iTunes Store in Canada recently removed
a handful of anti-gay songs from its catalog
due to pressure from gay groups. After receiv-
ing criticism from LGBT Canadian organizations,
several songs by Jamaican artists such as Buju
Banton (whose much-protested song “Boom Bye
Bye” calls for the murder of gay men) were re-
moved because they violate the country’s Hu-
man Rights Act and criminal code.
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Delegates from the Gay Games VIII in Cologne, Germany, attended the Federation of Gay Games
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25th anniversary gala last fall in San Francisco. Photo by Rick Gerharter

Gay Games
2010
Revs Up

BY ROSS FORMAN

Jochen Farber said he experienced nothing
but friendship and hospitality in 2006, when
he came to Chicago for Gay Games VIII—from
Mayor Richard Daley to the cab drivers he en-
countered.

Farber wants to repay that hospitality—to
Chicago and the rest of the world—in 2010
when the next round of Gay Games takes place in
Cologne, Germany. Farber is, after all, the head
of public relations/marketing.

“T believe we'll have a lot of people from
Chicago come over to Cologne in 2010, and
hopefully we can give back in some way to the
friendliness we experienced from the people of
Chicago,” he said by phone. “The preparations
are working fine.”

The Federation of Gay Games (FGG) has already
had two site visits, including a visit from Emy
Ritt, of Paris, who was elected FGG's new female
co-president after Kathleen Webster announced
her retirement. Webster had served in the posi-
tion since 2001. Sion O'Connor continues as the
male co-president.

“The philosophy of the Gay Games in Chicago
was, in the beginning, [to] start with the small
sponsors, such as the bars and clubs, and [with]
the [smaller] sponsors [on board], it will make
it easier to ask the bigger sponsors,” Farber said.
“We're doing it slightly different. We're trying to
approach some bigger companies in the begin-
ning, and this is companies that we know we
have good contacts.”

Cologne organizers announced in February
that gay-Parship, which is Europe’s leading on-
line LGBT matchmaking site, is confirmed as an
exclusive partner.

Gay Games VIII is scheduled to take place July
31-Aug. 7, 2010.

Official registration for Gay Games VIII kicks
off on July 1 for 33 disciplines, including chess.

Windy City Times: What's been the biggest

surprise so far?

Jochen Farber: [It's been] the huge support
from the gay community worldwide. We're get-
ting a huge number of e-mails from people all
over the world, all offering their help to do pro-
motions for the Games. That is/was a very big
surprise for us. We're getting people from Aus-
tralia, the U.S. and Europe offering their help
to us.

WCT: What new sports and/or activities are
planned for Cologne?

JF: In the agreement with the FGG, the core
sports are not changing; they are the same as in
Chicago. The additional sports for Cologne will
be chess, billiards, dance sports, team handball,
beach volleyball, inline skating, table tennis,
climbing, sailing and field hockey.

WCT: Why was chess added as a sport?

JF: Well, in Europe it really is a big sport;
people really like it. And for us it's easy to or-
ganize.

WCT: What do you anticipate being the top
sport—the most popular sport?

JF: I think badminton will have the most par-
ticipants. I think dancing and figure skating will
be the most popular.

WCT: What are your predictions ... the num-
ber of overall participants, the number of
males, females, Americans?

JF: The same number as attended in Chicago:
12,000 athletes. Our hope is to be 50-50 male-
female but, in the end, I don't think that will be
realistic; I think there will be more males than
females. We believe about 40 percent of the par-
ticipants will come from North America, 40 per-
cent from Europe and the remaining 20 percent
from the rest of the world.

WCT: What did the Cologne organizers learn
from the Chicago Games that you definitely
plan to implement in 2010?

JF: One of the positives was the exhibitions,
and we're going to try to do something similar
here. We also very much like the Local Ambas-
sadors program of Chicago; we're trying to incor-
porate that into the FGG Ambassadors Program.
The other thing is, the marketing tools ... we are
still in very [close] contact with Chicago team
people, such as Tracy Baim and Kevin Boyer. In
Chicago, they went to the people to get them

2008 Chicago MSA Beach Volleyball Sign Up

Registration for 4-on-4 Beach Volleyball - Saturday, May 3rd, 2:00-6:00 p.m.
@7&5&5 - 4540 7. EMW - Drink specials and lors d scanres served

CMSA Beach Volleyball Features:

Friday matches from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Nine-week season starting May 30, 2008

Sand courts at Montrose Avenue Beach

Saturday double-elimination playoffs & BBQ

Women’s Divisions: Competitive and Recreation
Men’s Divisions: C (indoor C); CC (indoor B-Minor); B
(indoor B-Major); BB (indoor BB-Minor); A (BB-Major); AA
(indoor A) Cost: $325/team — due at registration
Register online: Chicagomsa.com

** Individuals Welcome ** Individuals Welcome ** Individuals Welcome ** Individuals Welcome **

Captains meeting: Thursday, May 15, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Broadway Armory (5917 N Broadway)
For further information on beach volleyball and other Chicago MSA sports: chicagomsa.com

signed up; they didn't just mail a bunch of flyers
to an event and hope they got distributed. That
worked. We think we will do the same, and we're
discussing with Chicago [organizing] people
about helping on that level in the U.S.

WCT: For those who have never been to Co-
logne, tell us about the city and its gay com-
munity.

JF: There are about 1 million people living in
Cologne, of which about 10 percent are openly
gay and lesbian. Cologne has the biggest gay
community in Germany. To [be gay or lesbian]
and walk publicly holding hands is normal; that's
been the case for 15 or 20 years already. Cologne
is in the heart of Europe, so you can reach every
bigger European city in a few hours.

WCT: What will the Cologne legacy be?

JF: People, technology and reach.

WCT: Do you foresee a financial success, or
at least breaking even like Chicago did?

JF: For sure, we foresee a financial success. The
reason for fronting an event like this is not just
about tolerance and participation; we want this
to be a [financial] success. Our goal is not to win
money; our goal is to break even, as they did in
Chicago. The fact the Chicago Games broke even
was of huge importance and will have a huge
impact for us locally, image-wise. It really helps
with our sponsors.

WCT: Has there been any negative public-
ity and/or protests, much the way Chicago
endured slight problems in [Crystal Lake],

where the rowing was held?

JF: As previously mentioned, it's totally nor-
mal to be gay or lesbian and walk hand-in-hand,
or kiss one another in public. So, there is not
any group in Cologne that would object to the
Games. Gay and lesbian life is integrated [in Co-
logne] for years now, so I don't even see [that
subject] coming up.

WCT: Was there anything in particular that
you saw in Chicago that you do not want to
incorporate into the Cologne Games?

JF: This is a tough one, because I don’t want
to criticize after an event. Plus, the job that Chi-
cago did was terrific, especially given the time
frame that they had to prepare. However, there
is one thing, and I think everyone in Chicago
agrees too, that we definitely want to do dif-
ferent—the Opening Ceremony. It was nice, but
much too long, too much speaking, too many
speeches. Our idea of the Opening Ceremony in
2010 is not to do as many political statements.
Any statements, we want to make them with pic-
tures, not words, if you know what I mean.

We want to have a fantastic Opening Cer-
emony with entertainment, and deliver the FGG
message: inclusion, participation and personal
best.

See www.games-cologne.com.

Read the entire article at www.WindyCity-
MediaGroup.com.

Force upsets

Demolition
BY ROSS FORMAN

The Chicago Force did something in its April
19 home opener that it had never done in five
previous seasons: defeat the archrival Detroit
Demolition.

The Force improved to 2-0 with an 18-7 win
at Holmgren Athletic Complex on the campus
of North Park University—which was also the
first home night game in team history. The De-
molition is now 1-1.

“We just buckled down and really played as
a team. Everyone came through; everyone was
responsible for this win,” said Force quarter-
back Sami Grisafe. “It feels amazing to finally
defeat Detroit. When the final horn went off, it
was as if a whole bunch of happiness exploded

in me. I really can't put it into words.”

“I was more excited for that [final touch-
down that resulted from a fumble she caused
that a fellow teammate picked up] than my
touchdown reception,” Kimberly Marks, a de-
fensive lineman, said. “I'm not really sure how
the ball got loose ... but once I saw the [ref-
eree’s touchdown] signal, I knew that iced the
win.

The Force travels to the Wisconsin Warriors
Sat., April 26, and next plays at home Sat.,
May 17, when those same Warriors come to Chi-
cago.

Independent Women's Football League (IWFL)
officials announced after the Force’s game that
the 2008 national championship weekend will
be held at North Park University. The weekend
will feature the top teams in all three tiers of
IWFL competition.

SPORTS NEWS
Beach v-ball
sign-ups May 3

Individual and team registration for CMSA
beach volleyball will take place Sat., May 3, 2-6
p.m., at The Fat Cat, 4840 N. Broadway.

Online registration is currently available until
Fri., May 9. See chicagomsa.d4sportsreg.com for
details.

Gay hockey movie
at Scarlet

GForce, a gay hockey team, will show the
sneak-preview premiere of a short-form docu-
mentary, tentatively titled “Break Out: GForce
skates out of the neutral zone,” Sat., April 26,
at 9 p.m. at Scarlet, 3320 N. Halsted.

The seven-minute film was recorded over sev-
eral days in January in Aspen, Colo. and, among
other things, shows players sharing their stories
and preparing for an annual game against an

all-star straight hockey team.

The movie premiere will happen during the
CAN/AM Chicago Ice Hockey Classic (which
GForce is participating in), running April 25-27
at Johnny’s Ice House, 1350 W. Madison. See
www.gforcehockey.com for more info.

Danica makes
racing history

Race-car driver Danica Patrick made history
April 20. She became the first woman to win an
IndyCar race, edging Helio Castroneves to pre-
vail in the Indy Japan 300—in her 50th career
start.

She took the lead from Castroneves on lap 198
of the 200-lap race.

Patrick, 26, came in second in last year’s Belle
Isle race in Detroit. At the 2005 Indy 500, she
almost won the pole and became the first female
driver to lead the race; she ended up in fourth
place.

Bowling - CMSA Mixed Standings

Division A w L North End
Cornelia’s 70 35 REMAX Edge
Hamburger Mary’s 67 38 5 Pins 10 Balls
GYOF 61 44 Gutter Fluffers
Funky Five 62 43 Marty's
Second to None 60 45

FVB Interiors 52 53 Division B
Jury's 50 55 Bobby Love's
Bowlers-A-GO-GO 44 61 Great Scots

Halsted Bar & Grill
Salon Michael

Crew’s Ball Busters 44 61
Bowleros 42 63

41 64 Wells Fargo ONYX 5 60 45
40 65 Rough Trade 59 46
39 66 Windy City Sweets 58 47
37 68 Juana Bees 55 50
17 88  Wicked 55 50

Castaways 49 56
w L  Looney Tunes 48 57
95 10  Scot Shotz 47 58
74 31 Extremely Striking 39 66
73 32 Lady & Her Tramps 38 67
60 38 Done More 5 Less 37 68
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MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

WE UNDERSTAND YOUR NEEDS. WE CAN HELP YOU REACH YOUR GOALS 4 N
- PROVEN RESULTS
- OUTSTANDING SERVICE NEW OFFICE,
- EXPERT COUNSELING Same “Good Neighbor” agent.

+ AGGRESSIVE ADVOCACY

Attorneys specializing in Estate Planning, Powers of
Attorney, Probate, Trusts, Guardianship, Real Estate,
and litigation of those areas.

Call or visit me today.

RAY J. KOENIG III, Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster Ave e Chicago, IL 60614

A FREUD MISVIEIER ©IF @UIR CemBIUNNY: Bus: 773-975-9111 e linda kuczka.bz97@statefarm.com

PECK, BLOOM, AUSTRIACO & MITCHELL, LLC,
A LONG-TIME SUPPORTER OF OUR COMMUNITY.

X > B _
o °
30/0 OFF on custom Fra“"ng We represent individuals, all families, and businesses.

All work done on premise. Contact Ray Koenig today:

Ready made frames available! (8312) 201-0900
RKOENIG@PECKBLOOM.COM

1478 w' Berwyn - T13.784.3962 WWW.PECKELOOM.COM " J

STATE FARM

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR | @@ |STATE FARM 1S THERE®

INSURANCE

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Insurance Companies ® Home Offices: Bloomington, IL e statefarm.com

Expert Hair
CHIROPRACTIC

Styling & Color MUIrYan ‘Q'

Lx
as seen in \
‘ Chwago Magazme & i Ork DR.JANET GUTRICH
a d DRr. MINDY CRAMER

n
The Advocafe Attorneys At Law DR. YUANJUN L1u

SUSAN ODELL, PH.D.

DOWN-TO-EARTH, CHANGE ORIENTED APPROACH

TO THERAPY WITHIN A COMFORTABLE SETTING.

| SEE INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES, CHILDREN AND Salon & GaIIery‘ open Sundavg A/IW_)} M. ?)Tk e Rehab e Acupuncture
FAMILIES FOR CRISIS AND ONGOING WORK. Rosemary S. Mulryan e Muscle Therapy

| ALSO PROVIDE WELLNESS SUPPORT FOR 1750 W. Balmoral 4001 N. Wolcott 1425 W. Diversey, Chicago
PERSONS LIVING WITH CHRONIC ILLNESS, Chicago, IL 60613 (773) 472-0700
INCLUDING HIV-AIDS AND CANCER, THEIR 773’334'5191 (773) 248-8887 www.gutrich.com

PARTNERS AND FAMILIES.

When experience counts...

In service to the community for 30 years.
PSYCHOTHERAPY AND CONSULTATION

The Law Offices of I
1422 W. THOME AVE . CHICAGO IL 60660
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss =

TEL 773.262.7010 . FAX 773.381.7889 .
& Associates

DﬂL.I["lE

* Bankruptcy
* Real Estate

« Litigation L An Online Resource Guide of

* Powers of Attorney Gay and Lesbian Supportive
+ Business Law Businesses, Professionals

L
Pro reSS]ve e 19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603 and orqanizations
. . 312-263-8800, email RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy
C ] ro p rac ] C relief under the bankruptcy code.

PHYSICAL THERAPY + MASSAGE

Starla Sholl, LCSW
Counseling, Psychotherapy & Clinical

ACUPUNCTURE + HOMEOPATHY The Law Offices of
Hypnotherapy.
Alexander Weaver 773-878-5809, www.StarlaSholl.com

312-578-0222 .

o Build Your Own Body (BYOB) - Jeffrey

email: violaw@ren.com Gross, Personal Trainer
A Full Service Certified personal trainer, specializing in
Dr. Richard Ezgur Dr. Robert DiDomenico Law Firm strength training and HIV fitness.

Jor the Community 312-907-1720 or 312-909-0733

2835 N. Sheffield (@Diversey) - 773-525-9355 since 19088

711 W. North (@Halsted) - 312-664-9060 Greater Chicago Chiropractic
Complete chiropractic. Massage therapy.
Physiological therapeutics.

Lincoln Park Location - 773-871-7766

410 S. Michigan Ave.,

www.progressivechiropractic.com Suite 628, Chicago

WINDY CITY . . . . . A . Lytwyn Movers, Inc.

W Windy City Media Group would like to thank the following supportive businesses Residential and commercial movers.
M A advertising this week in Windy City Times, Nightspots, Windy City Queercast and 773-348-3078

GROUP www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com . .
—— Oak Park Regional Housing Center
AIDS Marathon Training Program Closet Tloilo Custom Framing, Inc. Peck, Bloom, Austriaco & Mitchell, LLC Find the perfect apartment in Oak Park!
Alexander Weaver & Associates Community Marketing In Good Company Progressive Chiropractic : :

American Theater Company Courtney Parks Coaching Jacquot, Margo PsyD Qrew Chicago Free referral service available.

Axiom Advertising, Inc. Crew Jewish Family & Community Service Remy Bumppo Theatre Company 1041 South BlVd., Oak Park, IL, 708-848-
Babes with Blades Theatre Cupid’s Treasures/Leather Sport John Sanfilippo, @Properties Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates A

Bean and Company Deborah A. Murphy Karma Salon & Gallery Sidetrack 7150, www. hvemoakpark.org

BEHIV/ Better Existence With HIV Diva Limousine, Ltd. Katie Carrico, Griffith, Grant & Lackie Realtors Spin

Berlin Corporation Dolphin Promotions/ Manor House Shows, Inc. Lambda Legal Defense And Educational Fund, Inc. Starla Sholl, LCSW

Bon Bon Dunes Resort Linda Kuczka,, State Farm Insurance Susan 0'Dell, PhD. Thor,ndale Pharmacy .
Broadway In Chicago Encompass Night Club & Lounge Live Nation The Gutrich Group Servmg the needs of HIV+ individuals.
Brown Elephant Resale Shop Evanston Subaru Lookingglass Theater Company The Men’s Room Financial assistance counseling.

Bud Light Flashlite Productions Lynn Briskin / Rubloff Residential Properties Theatre At The Center ’ .

Center For Positive Change G&L Construction Lyster And Associates TMG/The Marketing Group 1104 W. Thorndale Ave., Ch1C390, IL, 773-
Charles Rhodes, State Farm Insurance Grainger Advertising, Inc. Man’s Country Chicago, Inc. Tree House Animal Foundation, Inc. 561-6660

Chicago Department of Health Greater Chicago Chiropractic, Inc. Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings Tourism Tononto

Chicago Eagle, Inc. Gruppo Di Amici Northlight Theatre Victory Gardens Theater

Chicago History Museum Hell in a Handbag Productions 0Oak Park Regional Housing Center Women And Children First Bookstore

Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association Howard Brown Of Sound Mind, Inc.

Chicagoland Deck Cleaning Hunters Dance Club Parker’s Pets

Circuit Hydrate ParkView Pet Supplies Get OUTl Online at

www.windycitymediagroup.com

Download each issue of Windy City Times and Nightspots at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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AIDS

A few months of training.

’-'
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A lifetime of bragging rights.

:

Choose
your event:

We have
Guaranteed
Race Entry
into the
Chicago
Marathon
Bank of America

Chicago Marathon

Here's the deal — We'll train you to complete a marathon (or
half marathon). You raise money for the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Training Begins Soon

Our training programs are geared to both beginners and experienced runners.
The beginner program starts with three miles of running and walking and then
Marathon and gradually increases in distance. The advanced program consists of tempo runs,
Half Marathon interval training, and gradually increasing long runs. While the beginner program is Loop )
open to everyone, the advanced program is designed for more experienced, faster AIDS Marathon Office

runners as well as veteran marathoners who have a specific marathon time goal. 411 5 Wells Street
L 0 Wed., April 23 @ 12:00 pm
Each weekend, you'll train with your “pace group” — other runners who share your | 5 g5 April 29 @ 12:00 pm

Learn More: Watch our video

at aidsmarathon.com or attend
one of our information meetings:

same level of conditioning, whether fast or slow. It's a great way to get fit, have QFri., May 2 @ 5:30 pm
fun, and make a tremendous difference in the fight against AIDS. Participants Oak Park Library
receive guaranteed race entry. Amsterdam and Honolulu participants also receive 834 Lake St
roundtrip airfare and hotel accommodations. 2 Wed., April 23 @ 6:00 pm
- - Lincoln Park Branch Library
The Cause is Compelling 1150 W Fullerton
R AIDS continues to be the leading cause of death for all people ages 15 to 59, A Thurs., April 24 @ 6:00 pm
Honolulu worldwide. And here in the United States, the number of people living with Hyde Park
Marathon HIV has now grown to nearly 1.2 million. When you join our training program, Bess Coleman Branch Library
you'll be helping support the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, which funds /31E 63'_‘(3' Street
prevention programs and vital services such as medical care, food and housing. Q1 Tues., April 28 @ 6:00 pm
Please join us today. Lakeview

John Merlo Branch Library
644 W Belmont

Register Today: | A WalkThe<Talk® Production Benefiting 0 Wed., April 30 @ 6:00 pm

A Evanston Public Library
manine seains | AIDS Foundation | 575 e

Q Thurs., May 1 @ 6:30 pm

MAY 3 OF CHICAGO South Side Blackstone Library

E 5 ; 4904 S Lake Park Ave
0 Sat., May 3 @ 10:00 am

JOIN US FOR OUR PIPER’S ALLEY
KICK-OFF EVENT:
Fleet Feet Running Store
u 1620 N Wells Street

0 Sat., April 26 @ 9:00 am

ey
Banco Popular

Chicago
Half Marathon -

© 2008 Walk+The *Talk® Productions, Inc.

HIV Prevention and
freatment Saves Lives S m a I a o n = c o m




