i\Idennamc races : : - : o
Return responses by fax (‘773-«871~?609} regu]ar mall (Wmdy Clty Times, c/o Andrew Dans
5315 N. Clark, #192, Chlcago I 60640) or e-mail (Andrew@w mdvuhmedtamoag com). Call
'_773-87]-7610 ext. 201, if questions arise. . G
DEADLINE: Fnday, Jan 9. 2915 by 5pm.
CONSIDERED.

. Please feel free to use addmonai papel as needed

Y-OUR_NAME: Alonso Zaragoza INCUMBENT" YES/NO NO
OFFICE SOUGHT: Alderman _WARD {1f appropr]ate) 36th

1) Do you have or would you install a written policy in your office regardmg sexuaI sonentaﬁon
and gendex 1dent1ty d;scnmmatmn‘? Yes I will.

2) Have you started or would you start sensmwry training for your staff members regarding -
- LGBT-related issues? My staff would go through sensitivity training for

LGBT-related issues.
3) Have you taken or would you take any steps to further HI VfAIDS treatment and education
programs? If so, what are those measures? PRE Pdde ol

4) What is your posmon on aboruon as it pertams to the law?
See page 3. #4.

5) What is your posmon regardmg fundmg for HIWAIDS r.reatment and edus:atlon‘? '
See pa.ge 3. #5: ; : e

Yes. See page 3,
e :

7) DG you favor hate—cnmes }evzslaﬂon that increases penaltles for crimes comlmtted bdsed on
 the sexual orientation or gtnder xdentitv of the person attacked? Yes I do.

6) Do you favoi mamage 'equality (mal1'iage between twb pebpie of 'the sé'une gender)?

8) Do you believe LGBTs should become foster pa1 ents if they are qual;ﬁed‘7 Yes I do.

9) Do you believe L(;BTS have the r1g,hi to adopt children if they are quahﬁed” e

10) Would you keep committees auch as the C‘tty of Ch}oavo C ommission on Human Relations’
- Advisory Council on LGBT aoey  fro @ Wotid, :

11) ‘What are your thoughts ona scheol that would be designed spemﬁcal!y for LGBT students,

much like the Harvey Milk School in New York City?
I would be supportive of such a school but we must make sure that ALL of our schools

are open, safe, and Supportlve of ALL students.

17) Wcau}d 'you advocate for mandatory an’n-bullymg poi 1c1es/n ammg in Ch;caoo pnbhc schoois‘?
Yes: I would; for: both students and staff

13) Would you advocate for mandatory LGBT-mL}uswe _hlstory educat:on in Chlcago pubhc
Schoois starting in mldd]e Sglienly o foe 1 Wold, : :




:14) Would you advocate for mandatory comprehenszve LGBT~mcluswe and age-appropnate sex
“education i in Chlcage public schoo?s starting in middle school‘? _ Yes I would.

. }5 ) What would you recommend to have a better relatlonsmp between pohce and the citizens -
: __thevv serve, including people of' color. and the transgendet community? - .

i1 See:page 3 #15.

16) If you are an mcumbent did you vote for the recent increase in the city’s minimum wage anci
_ if'a challenger, would you have‘? Alsc»_ what do you think i is the ldeal Dunimum wage for the city

- of Chicago?
il would have voted for the minimum wage 1ncrease The 1deal mlnlmum wage

- should be_above-$13 an hour.

'17) How do you propose to handle the crime rate in Chlcasze espec:aily in mmonty
‘neighborhoods? See page 4, #17.

18) What do you feel is the bi{,geet probfem facmg your ward‘? How do you propose to tack[e tha:

prob]em‘?
‘See page 4, #18.

: 19) Some studies show that 40 pcrcem of homeless youth are LGB T Q What would you d() to

provide more resources for prevention, education and services for the entire homeless youth
popufatxcm? Lowill flnd fundlng to reopen the closed mental health centers

We also need to open a homeless shelter on. the NW 51de, as there are none currently

20) New Y_drk City :e]fminat’ed barrieis- to transgendef people ch‘ang.ing their Bifﬁaceﬁiﬁcatésf -
- They just ne_ed_a !etter_from a doctor to do 80, Wou}d:you support this for Chi_cago?. I _WOU&_Q- :

21) Are any members of your current staff— -either campa: n or general office personnel—-openiy
'II}BTO Yes,_I have openly LGBT campaign staff a351st1ng my candidacy.

2?) PIease list any and all experience you have on LGBT—related issues. -
I have been actlvely 1nvolved in the marriage equality battle, helped organize

ralllee w1th undocumented LGBT youth and have supported other LGBT 1ssues through the
mmmebwmmage years.

23) What do vou feel is the biggest ploblem ’r".':lc:m0 the LGBT community today?
_See page 4, #23% -




3. 1'will find money in the budget to reopen the CDPH sites that were closed and strengthen funding for their
HIV/STI awareness programs. | am in favor of fully funding education and treatment and programs
concerning HIV/AIDS and believe that awareness of HIVV/AIDS should be encouraged early in schools, as
part of comprehensive sex and health education programming. | also am in favor of providing funding to
promote HIV/AIDS awareness and testing in high-risk communities, including communities of color.

4. | am pro-choice. | believe that the decision to have an abortion must be an extremely difficult one to make.
As a man, | do not see myself as being in a position to tell a woman what she must do with her own body. We
should support a woman who makes this decision and respect her choice to make it. | believe that women
needing abortion services should have access to safe and affordable medical services.

5. HIV, AIDS, and STI awareness is important, especially in minority and low income communities. | will
find money in the budget to reopen the CDPH sites that were closed and strengthen funding for their HIV/STI
awareness programs. | am in favor of fully funding education and treatment and programs concerning
HIV/AIDS and believe that awareness of HIV/AIDS should be encouraged early in schools, as part of
comprehensive sex and health education programming. I also am in favor of providing funding to promote
HIV/AIDS awareness and testing in high-risk communities, including communities of color.

6. Yes, | am in favor of marriage equality. | believe that marriage should be between two people who love
each other. | was the only candidate in this race to actively lobby for Marriage Equality and helped convince
my own State Representative to vote in favor of the bill last year. Below is a link to a MoveOn.org petition
that | created to help move our State Rep to vote the right way.

http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/state-representative

15. To have a better relationship between police and the citizens which they serve, we need to build trust
between both communities. Police departments should actively and publicly work to prevent misconduct
within the police department, properly address misconduct if it occurs, and continue to build and maintain
community trust and confidence between police organizations and the communities that they serve. We
should also have a more transparent Internal Affairs process to build trust. A more diverse police force would
increase trust also. We need to see an increase in the recruitment and hiring of individuals who have a service
orientation and good character necessary to uphold high standards of integrity, as well as officers that reflect
the communities in which they serve. We also need to see an increase in community oriented policing.
Convening monthly meetings with community members, Increase bicycle and foot patrols on community
streets, and directly engaging specific sectors of the community, such as schools, minority communities
(particularly those who feel disenfranchised), and faith-based organizations.

Another way to foster community trust is through citizen police academies. Citizen police academies enable
residents to learn about their local law enforcement agency’s culture and core values and the overall
operations of a department. If the community was allowed to see how the police department functions,
through tours of the precinct, perhaps the community will be more understanding of the difficulties that a
police officer encounters on a daily basis.

17. To combat inequities of police service in my ward and the high crime rate, | will advocate for the hiring
of additional police officers for my ward. | will also propose the hiring of retired police officers (at a
negotiated hourly rate) to perform routine administrative work within our districts, so that our patrolman can
get out of the police stations and into the neighborhoods where they can do the most good. We also need to
strengthen the C.A.P.S. program and return to monthly meeting schedules. In addition to strengthening the


http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/state-representative

police force, we need to provide more opportunities and activities for young people, especially in
communities of color. We can’t just arrest our way to safer streets.

18. The biggest problem in our ward that | can immediately deal with is the lack of City services. We can’t
attract business and jobs to our Ward If basic City services are lacking. Services that need improvement in our
ward are tree trimming and tree replacement delays, street repairs and light bulb replacement, graffiti removal,
among others. My staff will conduct street based surveys and report all of the service needs on a daily basis.
We won’t wait for a constituent to report a broken street light. My aldermanic staff will go out every day to
find the problems so that we can get them fixed as quickly as possible.

23. There is no thing as a single-issue problem because people do not live single-issue lives. If | had to
choose one problem that is affecting the LGBT community today, | would say that it is LGBT youth
homelessness. 40% of homeless youth identify as LGBT. Many of those children were kicked out of their
families and homes because of their sexual orientation or gender identity, and many have reported being
survivors of abuse from their families. These experiences leave these young people particularly vulnerable to
mental and physical health issues, and lead to unfair criminalization. This is a problem that is solvable If more
attention and funding was paid to it.



