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BY ANDREW DAVIS

Variety is the spice of life.
That’s the idea behind Latinicity Food Hall and 
Lounge (108 N. State St.; Latinicity.com), de-
scribed on its website as “ a multi-sensory ex-
perience featuring 10 innovative kitchens, a 
tapas restaurant, coffee cafe, full bar, market and 
lounge.” The venue also aims to bring elements 
of Spain, Portugal and Latin America to Chica-

go—and, in a lot of way, it succeeds.
	 Among the items that are available salads, 
grilled chicken, sushi (reflecting the Japanese 
influence in Peru) and burgers (that sport a Latin 
twist).
	 I recently tried a variety of items, and came 
away understanding why Latinicity is so crowded. 
The lomo saltado with quinoa was delicious and 

I’d definitely return for the tres leches cake. How-
ever, the chicken torta was only serviceable and 
the tacos were delicious but cooled quickly—re-
minding me of my Chipotle experiences.
	 However, I also got to go to Pata Negra (La-
tinicity.com/patanegra)—a separate restaurant 
within Latinicity—and had a much less uneven 
experience. In fact, I highly recommend this 
Block 37 spot.
	P ata Negra specializes in tapas divided into 
several categories, including charcuterie and 
cheese, meat or fish, and other classifications. 
(By the way, starting with sangrias is a great way 
to begin the meal.)
	 The chorizo pamplona (15 slices) is smoky and 
tasty, and the garlic shrimp was pretty delicious 
as well. However, don’t even think of leaving Pata 
Negra without trying the cauliflower, which is 
easily the best dish there. (It wasn’t listed online 
when I last looked, so definitely check to see if 
it’s there.) Also, save room for dessert, as the 
creme brulee is practically impossible to resist.
	 Note: Restaurant profiles are based on invita-
tions arranged from restaurants and/or firms.
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Shea Coulée and Darling Squire slay.
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QUEEN! @ SMART BAR
Showing face and voice, Wed., February 8.

Photos by Jed Dulanas

SIA ‘SYNC-IT @ SIDETRACK
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Palm Springs, March 2000. I was cast in Ron-
nie Larsen’s new play, Shooting Porn—not to be 
confused with his hit play Making Porn. Shooting 
Porn is the stage version of his award-winning 
documentary, also called Shooting Porn. Ronnie 
may have some good ideas, but the well runs dry 
when it comes to titles! This play had opened a 
few months earlier in LA, and Ronnie asked me to 
take over the role of the narrator when it moved 
to Palm Springs with most of the original cast. 

While I’m sure there was drama (there always 
is), I look back on this experience quite nostalgi-
cally. And now, almost 17 years later, Shooting 
Porn is playing at the Empire Stage in Fort Lau-
derdale. Although I wasn’t available to reprise my 
role, I was able to help out during the rehearsal 
period. It’s been fun working with Kyle Garcia, 
who plays my part and makes it his own. Watch-
ing Ronnie once again transform into the Chi Chi 
La Rue of the 1990s is nothing short of stagger-
ing. The talented and attractive cast is enhanced 
(in more ways than one) by actor and DNA fit-
ness model Adam Davenport—he’s as nice as he 
is stunning. The first week was completely sold 
out, and I predict a healthy run through March 
12. What few tickets are left can be purchased at 
RonnieLarsen.com.

Whenever we get complacent about the strides 
the LGBT community has made, we only have to 
turn on the news to remember that we have miles 
to go. Someone (or some people) spray-painted 
“Fuck Trannies” and “Fuck all yall” on the side 
of the Los Angeles LGBT Center. The wall was re-
painted in a matter of hours. Surveillance footage 
is being reviewed in hopes of catching the perpe-
trators—who are perhaps in need of a dictionary.

A French-Cuban gay porn star recently ran into 
trouble at Ben Gurian Airport in Israel. Ibrahim 
Moreno (no relation to Rita) flew to Tel Aviv to 
“perform” in a club. Moreno claims that he was 
targeted when entering the country because of 
his Muslim name. “Believed the worst would have 
happened but, no...it was only a sign of what 
would come later.” When it was time to fly home, 
Ibrahim was detained for close to three hours and 
interrogated by four customs officials. His lug-
gage was thoroughly examined, many of his toi-
letries were discarded and he was strip-searched! 
Israel’s version of TSA says it did nothing unusual 
and that “items that are prohibited on flights in 
hand luggage are confiscated as is the norm all 
over the world.”

Melania Trump has filed a $150-million law-
suit against The Daily Mail for repeating a rumor 
that she may have once been an escort. What 
I find interesting is the wording of the suit. It 
is alleged that Trump was poised to embark on 
a “unique, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, as an 
extremely famous and well-known person, as well 
as a former professional model, brand spokesper-
son and successful businesswoman, to launch a 
broad-based commercial brand in multiple prod-
uct categories, each of which could have gar-
nered multi-million dollar business relationships 

for a multi-year term during which plaintiff is one 
of the most photographed women in the world.” I 
took special note of the term “could have”. I also 
wonder how the reporting of this rumor thwarted 
such an opportunity. Kim Kardashian was video-
taped being banged around like a human pinata, 
and it made her a star!

In short order, little Garrett Clayton appeared 
as Brent Corrigan in King Cobra and headlined 
NBC’s live presentation of Hairspray. Now he’s 
sharing the stage with Judith Light and Al 
Pacino! The Pasadena Playhouse is hosting a 
developmental run of a new play about Tennes-
see Williams called God Looked Away. Pacino, 
naturally, is playing Tenn and Clayton has been 
cast as his rental companion. Needless to say, 
while costumes are not necessarily mandatory, 
acting chops are. We hear that Clayton gets to 
flex his thespianistic muscles while showing off 
some of his more superficial ones—and does so 
with aplomb. The play runs through March 19, 
but you can get a glimpse of him in action on 
BillyMasters.com.

Yet another perfect segue into an “Ask Billy” 
question. Patrick in Texas writes, “Whatever hap-
pened to that James Franco movie about XY 
magazine? That hot boy from ‘Teen Wolf’ was in 
it. Did it ever come out??”

I Am Michael played a few film festivals and 
got a little buzz. But, like most James Franco 
movies, it was considered too uneven and artsy. 
It turned up OnDemand a week or two ago, so 
you can check it out there. I suspect most of 
you will be specifically interested in the three-
way scene between Franco, Zachary Quinto and 
Charlie Carver. Since it’s worth seeing, I’ll post 
it on BillyMasters.com. 

When three isn’t a crowd, it’s time to end yet 
another column. I hate to toot my own horn, but 
it’s time for a little celebration. It’s once again 
Billy’s birthday. And you can join in the fes-
tivities on www.BillyMasters.com—the site that 
doesn’t look its age. Feel free to send your best 
wishes along to me at Billy@BillyMasters.com 
and I promise to get back to you before Garrett 
Clayton appears in his first Ronnie Larsen produc-
tion! So, until next time, remember: One man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

Adam Davenport is spicing up things in Fort 
Lauderdale, Billy says. 
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LATIFAH from page 24

lot of money. 
That’s something people connect to. This is 

still a way of her feeling special even in the midst 
of everything going crazy around her. 

WCT: Thank you so much for marrying many 
of the gay community at the Grammys. It 
meant so much to people and must have been 
a great experience you, too. 

QL: You know, it was a great experience, and 
two of my best friends got married, and I didn’t 
even know they were getting married until they 
wanted to have my name on their marriage cer-
tificate. That situation has the same gravitas that 
I’m talking about in this situation by having a 
trans daughter on Star. 

I wish you could see behind the scenes, the 
things that I thought about and went through to 
actually do that. These are the kind of conversa-
tions that are important to have to really allow 
everyone to move everything forward but to have 
real conversations all along the way.

Look for Latifah Wednesdays at 8 p.m. CT 
on Fox.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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