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SAVOR
FRIO Gelato;
Parlay at Joy District

BY ANDREW DAVIS

Is it too cold for gelato? I say no—especially
after sampling the fare at FRIO Gelato (3721 N.
Southport Ave.; https://www.friogelato.com).

Argentine flight at FRIO Gelato.
PR photo

There are other places that sell gelato, of course,
but FRIO is distinct in that it has genuine
Argentine gelato. (Italians settled in Argentina
in the late 19th century, leading to the dessert

March 28,2018

becoming a staple in the South American
country—and beyond.)

People who visit this Southport Corridor spot
are reaping the benefits of FRIO. (There's a
location in Evanston as well.) Moreover, items are
made in an allergen-friendly kitchen with a nut-
and gluten-free focus (so, no, there’s no Reese’s
gelato, as one friend asked to see if this place
has).

What's even more wonderful is that there are
several exciting flavors—and styles. There are
gelato shops in Argentina that revolve solely
around the dulce de leche (understandable), but
FRIO (in which everything is made in-house) has
flavors such as frutilla (strawberry), malbec con
frutos rojos (malbec wine with berries), queso y
miel (cheese and honey), menta granizala (mint
chocolate chip), banana and many others.

And there’s a lot more than the standard
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gelato in a cone (not that I'd complain about
that). Patrons can select styles such as ahogado
(espresso poured over gelato), barquillo (a
homemade waffle bowl with the two scoops of
gelato), cucurucho (waffle cone with a swirl
of gelato on top—with an option of having it
dipped in chocolate), hot chocolate with gelato,
an Argenine gelato flight and sundaes.

So visit FRI0—and you'll embrace the cold
inside, no matter what it's like outside.

New look/food at Joy District

Joy District Chicago (112 W. Hubbard St.;
https://www.joychicago.com/), which I have
referred to as a “clubstaurant,” has a new look—
and eats.

The revamp is the first floor of the multilevel
space, which has been “reconceived” as Parlay
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Sidetrack’s annual drag fundraiser for Equality Illinois.

Photos by Jerry Nunn

Sidetrack’s

OUTspoken! Series:

April’s featured
storytellers

Lisa DeSantiago

The April edition of OUTspoken!
LGBTQ storyteller series takes place
Tuesday, April 3, at Sidetrack, 3349
N. Halsted St. Doors open at 6 pm,

stories begin at 7.

See www.outspokenchicago.com for
more info.

—Lisa DeSantiago is a Dare2Dream Education
Coordinator at Central Romero, which provides
opportunities for those community residents
with the fewest options. Through education, Cen-
tro Romero emphasizes the development of the
whole family unit, the creation of community
leadership and self-reliance. She studied English
and Creative Writing at UIC and graduated from
Lake View High School.

—Elizabeth Gomez is a Chicago-based come-
dian, writer and storyteller. She established the
city’s first all-female roller derby league, The
Windy City Rollers, in 2004. She is the founding
writer of a writing collective called Drinkers with
Writing Problems and spends her days working for
an alderman on Chicago’s city council.

—Randy Kim is a queer Southeast Asian-
American, born from a father who is a Cambo-
dian genocide survivor, and a mom, a Vietnam
War survivor. These experiences have inspired
Randy to explore the effects of intergenerational
trauma through storytelling and writing. He has
performed at various storytelling showcases
that includes PREACH, TenX9 Chicago, Am I Man
Enough?, Around the World: Immigrant Stories,
TALK Stories and more.

—Criag Kirsch recently retired from a 36-year
career as an educator. He spent 28 years as a Di-
rector of a TRIO Upward Bound program, a college
prep program for low-income, first generation
students. He is a writer and filmmaker who fa-
vors non-fiction and documentary film. His most
recent published pieces are personal narratives
included in the anthologies Stories Teachers Tell
and The Buddha Next Door.

—Anita Melcher is a librarian and archivist by
day and a writer right before a deadline. She has
told stories at Story Lab, You're Being Ridiculous,
Story Corps, The Cat Diaries and Feminist Happy
Hour. In her free time, she likes to avoid writing,
doing the dishes and laundry by rubbing elbows
with colleagues in her field, hanging out with her
cat and watching Miss Fisher's Murder Mysteries
while in the bath. Her work “You Boys” has been
published in The Vignette Review.

—Emilie Modaff is a queer cat parent and
artist in Chicago. They perform music with their
band Modaff, produce the fiction podcast Plea-
sureTown and watch a lot of Drag Race.
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“You want Pence? You want Pence for the frick-
ing president? Then you zip that fucking lip.”"—
Roseanne Barr tells Jimmy Kimmel why she
hopes Donald Trump remains in office. Finally,
there’s something Roseanne and I agree on.

In recent columns, I've talked about how Kathy
Griffin was on the road to career recovery. Well,
it would appear that she’s there ... and I'm taking
some of the credit. No, I had nothing to do with
her selling out Carnegie Hall in under 24 hours.
But I was pleased to hear she will be attending
the White House Correspondents Dinner. No, she
won't be hosting—although she offered to do it
for free. Instead, she will be there under the aus-
pices of the Washington Blade and the Los An-
geles Blade—home of the popular Billy Masters
column. You're welcome!

I recently told you that Sex and the City star
Cynthia Nixon was going to run for governor of
New York. At the time, many scoffed. Now Cyn-
thia has formally thrown her hat (does anyone
still wear a hat?) in the ring. And she’s running
on the subway platform—literally! She said, “Our
leaders are letting us down. Something has to
change. We want our government to work again,
on health care, ending mass incarceration, fixing
our broken subways.” News of her candidacy was
met with derision. Gov. Andrew Cuomo said, “I'm
hoping that Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie and Billy
Joel don't get into the race because if it's just
about name recognition, that would really be a
problem.”

The biggest insult came from NYC Council
Speaker Christine Quinn: “It’s a flight of fancy
on her part. Cynthia Nixon was opposed to hav-
ing a qualified lesbian become mayor of New York
City. Now she wants to be an unqualified lesbian
to be the governor of New York.” Now, I don’t
know much about Nixon. But I know she was mar-
ried to a man for 15 years and to a woman for
five—so I say she’s qualified to do whatever the
hell she wants. I'm assuming Cynthia criticized
Quinn (who is a lesbian) when she was running
for mayor of NYC. Nixon took the barb in stride:
“I just want to say tonight that she was techni-
cally right—that I don’t have my certificate from
the Department of Lesbian Affairs. Though, in my
defense, there’s a lot of paperwork involved.”

Last fall, we reported about the proposed off-
Broadway revival of When Pigs Fly. The revue,
written by Howard Crabtree and Mark Waldrop
with music by Dick Gallagher, was a sensation and
won oodles of awards when it opened in 1996.
The original production ran for over two years
and spawned companies around the world. So it
seemed a slam dunk when this revival was an-
nounced—and even more so when the legendary
Bob Mackie signed on to do the costumes. Then
at the last minute, it was cancelled. Allegedly the
producers were “undercapitalized” (which means
they ran out of money), and the cast and cos-
tumes were shelved—until now. The Actors Fund
is mounting a one-night-only concert on April 9
at the Gerald Lynch Theatre at John Jay College

Brent Corrigan has had a change in his personal
life, Billy says.
Photo of Corrigan from official website

in NYC. The show will feature the new cast AND
the costumes! Grab what few tickets are left at
ActorsFund.org.

It is impossible to keep Mackie down as long
as there’s a sequin left in the world. In an an-
nouncement that came as no surprise, he is
creating the costumes for The Cher Show, the
upcoming Broadway musical based on the sing-
ing actress’ life. He said, “Thirty gazillion outfits
later, the lady is about to be immortalized in a
musical, for which I am delighted to be design-
ing. Darling, my sketchpad is ready!” The show
will play Chicago’s Oriental Theatre for a month
starting on June 12, and then will hit the Great
White Way in the fall.

Someone not walking down the aisle anytime
soon is former porn pup Brent Corrigan. He
just announced his split from fiance J.J. Knight,
saying, “My heart is heavy as I share the news
that @JJIKnightXXX & I are no longer taking on
the world together. All the good in JJ will shine
bright now that he has chosen make a new life
for himself. Please be considerate of our privacy
in the meantime. Thank you.” It sounds like this
was not a split that Corrigan wanted, although
insiders tell me that JJ was just another in a long
line of controlling beaus in Brent's life.

Remember the case of Dame Olivia de Havil-
land against Ryan Murphy and FX over how she
was portrayed in “Feud”? Well, she scored a major
victory. She fought the network’s attempt to get
the case thrown out of court, and won. This was a
win that sent shockwaves all over Hollywood—by
siding with Dame de Havilland, the court was al-
lowing a real person the right to dictate how they
were portrayed. This led to a rare demonstration
of solidarity as many of the major studios and
Netflix joined FX against the 101-year-old leg-
end. An appeal was quickly filed, claiming that
the ruling “threatens to doom entire genres of
fact-based motion pictures, including docudra-
mas and biopics.” It further stated that “Under
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the court’s logic, all unauthorized biographies
would be unlawful.” Wouldn't that also endanger
gossip columns? Oh my God: Will I have to go to
court? More importantly, what will I wear? Turns
out the appeal was successful, although we hear
that Livvy is contemplating her options.

When I'm buying a hat for court, it's definite-
ly time to end yet another column. And now, a
personal message to a neighbor: I don't exactly
know what is happening at the home of that
openly gay former teen heartthrob. (It was sug-
gested I not name names lest a suit be forthcom-
ing.) But, to the throngs and multitudes (or the
multitudes in thongs) who wander into his abode
in the wee small hours—please don't double-park
during your brief encounters. Thank you. For all
other pressing matters, check out BillyMasters.
com—the site that, like our unnamed actor, al-
lows unlimited in-and-out access! If you have a
question, send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.
com, and I promise to get back to you before
I get sued under the de Havilland Act! So, until
next time, remember: One man’s filth is another
man’s bible.

= USB RECHARGEABLE
= SWEATPROOF
* VARIOUS COLORS
& STYLES
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