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BETTYE BUSINESS
Bettye LaVette is among the
performers whose shows are analyzed

in this month's music roundup.
Photo (left) by Vern Hester

WHAT A RIOT

STONEWALL

'‘SOCIAL CALL

HRC Chicago held an event, “Social!,”
that marked 50 years of LGBTQ
history.
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THAT'S SHOW BIZ

Find out the latest about Tiffany
Haddish, Junior Vasquez and Marcia
Cross.

plus
DAILY BREAKING NEWS

WCT offers a roundup of Stonewall-
related books.
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All-Wheel-Drive, , HD Radio, USB
Bluetooth, Back-up Camera

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT! 36 month lease.
$2,995 due at signing. KRA-01 #6234 $2,995 due at signing. KDB-01 #5561

TOP-QUALITY INSPECTED USED CARS & SUV’s
IMPORTS & DOMESTICS SUBARU FORESTERS

13 Dodge Durango Crew AWD / Navi, ....... Leather, Grey, P6140A ....$16,095 ‘16 Forester Prem, ........ Aut,, Sunroof, Heated Seats, White, P6161 ....$19,995
12 Honda CR-V EXL AWD........uto, Sunroof, Leathe,Sitver 20744A ...$15,995 ‘15 Forester Prem, ... Aut, Sunoof, Heated Seats, White, PS1364.....$16,995
16 Chevy Malibu LT .. utomatic, Full Power, Butte Red, 217894 ...$14,995 ‘14 Forester Touring . Auto, Sunroof,Leather, Red, 22169A......$15,995
“7 Nissan Sentra S......... Automatic, Only 7,400 Miles, Blue, 222804 .....$12,995 SUBARU OUTBACKS

12 Honda GrosStou EX.......Automatc,Suno OplSage 73R ... 89996 15 Outhack L. i, Ao, Eesit Snrou eates Wi, 2163 ... $18,095
08 Toyota Gamry Hybrid ... Aut, 1-Oune,Oly 39K, Whte, 2214A ....$8995 113 Quthack Prem, ... Auto, loys, Al Weathe, i, 222558 ... $14,995
“7 Hyundai Elantra SE ........... Automatic, Full Power, Silver, P62324. ......$8,995 SUBARU CROSSTREK

“I1 Hyundai Elantra Touring SE ..., Leather Sunroot,Siver, 214388 .....$7,995

12 i SOUH o Manl, -Ouner, Black, 2217A ...$7,995 18 Crossrek Prem,...... Autmaic Bind Sp,Eesih,Orang,P6183 ....$22,095
09 Nissan Versa 1.85 Manal,Full Powe, Black, 219628 ...86,995 45 Crosstrek Ltd. ... ut, Eysight, Sunvoo Leather, Black, 23174 .. $19,995

- 847-869-5700

BBB. 3340 OaxTon - SKoKIE © EVANSTONSUBARU. COM *

* Add tax, title license and $179.81 doc fee. **Finance on approved credit score Subject to vehicle insurance and availabilit¥. )
*Lease on approved credit score. Lease, 10k miles per year, 15 cents after. Lessee responsible for excess wear and early termi-
nation of lease. Ontion to nurchase: | eaacv $13.355. Crosstrek $15.094. Outhack $16:829. Fnds 7/03/19
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AUTOMATIC Back-up Camera,

Bluetooth, USB, All-Wheel-Drive

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT! 36 month lease.
$2,995 due at signing. KAB-01 #3176

AUTOMATIC, Back-up Camera,
Bluetooth, USB, All-Wheel-Drive
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT! 36 month lease.
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Xavier MaatRa continues

giving back to the community

BY CARRIE MAXWELL

Giving back to the community has been the focus
of Xavier MaatRa’s professional life, culminating
in the creation of their latest endeavors, Chi City
Foods and DAB of Consulting.

Xavier (they prefer to use their first name) grew
up in a small farming/college town in southern
New Jersey and was active in their church, giving
their first sermon when they were 17.

“I studied history at a Christian college,” said
Xavier. “After the trauma I dealt with there, I
started organizing and developing my own po-
litical voice in ways that supported my ability to
live my truth as a Black, queer and transgender
person.”

After college, Xavier worked as a union orga-

City of Chicago
salutes LGBTQ
Veterans

On Tuesday, June 25, the City of Chicago
Salute to LGBTQ Veterans will feature speaker
Tatyana Moaton, Howard Brown Diversity
and Inclusion Service Co-coordinator and
transgender veteran. The event is hosted
each year by the American Veterans for Equal
Rights (AVER) Chicago Chapter and the Chi-
cago Commission on Human Relations. Ques-
tions can be directed to Jim Darby at james-
darby@aol.com or 773-752-0058. The event
is free and the public is encouraged to at-
tend. It begins at noon at the Daley Center
Plaza, 50 W Washington St Chicago. For more
information, see http://www.facebook.com/
AVERChicagoChapter,/.
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Jim Darby with AVER in the 2018 Chicago
Pride Parade.

Photo by Kat Fitzgerald
(www.MysticlmagesPhotography.com

nizer with the SEIU in California and helped with
disaster relief in New Orleans following Hurricane
Katrina. Both experiences laid the groundwork for
what Xavier has done since coming to Chicago 11
years ago.

“T am very proud of my work at the Chicago
Freedom School building their training program
from the ground up,” said Xavier. “The pro-
gram has impacted over 5000 youth and adults
throughout the U.S., United Kingdom, Iraq and
various countries across South America.

“My time as a drop-in worker at the Broadway
Youth Center (BYC) was my entry into the queer
community here. I built relationships with my co-
workers that we cultivate to this day. Working at
the BYC also gave me the opportunity to support
LGB and trans and gender non-conforming (TGNC)
youth in transformative ways. I enjoy watching
the youth I worked with back in 2010 grow into
adults over these years.”

With their farm and eco-campus Chi City Foods
(CCF), Xavier is taking their advocacy a step fur-
ther by, according to the organization’s website,
“providing poor and marginalized groups in Chi-
cago with access to fresh produce and training
opportunities in urban agriculture.”

CCF is located in Altgeld Gardens on the Far
Southeast Side of Chicago. This predominately
Black community is in a food desert and has one
of the most isolated housing developments in the
city. It is the only urban micro farm in Chicago
that is led and staffed by Black TGNC people.

Xavier told Windy City Times that CCF is dedi-
cated to cultivating great organic produce and
honey through their subsidiary, Mystic Bee Hive
Honey, while promoting urban agriculture skills
and food justice awareness. Xavier said CCF is cur-
rently working toward its organic certification.

“We aim to create spaces for environmental
stewardship for marginalized groups to restore
the food knowledge and skills that were lost due
to colonization and oppression,” said Xavier. “At
CCF, we hope to teach people how to feed them-
selves on the path toward healthy, self-deter-
mined and sustained communities.”

Mystic Bee Hive Honey is run by Brave Space
Alliance Founder and Executive Director (and
master beekeeper) LaSaia Wade, who is also Xavi-
er’s partner.

“The goal of Mystic Bee Hive is to create a
space for bees to thrive, produce local organic
honey, support veggie production at CCF and train
people how to bee keep on the South Side of
Chicago,” said Wade. “We are excited to provide
another avenue for TGNC people to participate in
Chicago’s growing Urban Agriculture community.”

This June, Xavier is expanding CCF with the
launch of their Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA) program. Each participant will receive a bi-
monthly produce box containing a minimum of
10 organically grown vegetables and fruits, when
available. Members receive 10 boxes of produce
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Xavier MaatRa, with some of the fruits (and vegetables) of their labor.
Collage courtesy of Xavier

over 20 weeks.

Xavier explained that last year over 30 children
and adults volunteered with CCF and they hope to
grow that number this year.

“This season we are launching a pilot fellow-
ship program focusing on beekeeping, building
and farming skills,” said Xavier. “Our fellowship
provides people with various amounts of skills
and experiences with an opportunity to learn and
apply their skills in creative ways towards the vi-
sion of CCE.”

Xavier is also reaching out to Chicago’s LGBTQ
community to provide fresh produce to those
who are dealing with food insecurity through the
Fresh Produce Pop-Up Pantry Project in conjunc-
tion with Brave Space Alliance and Cooperation
Operation, an urban agricultural non-profit in the
Pullman community. This is a produce give-away
to those in need that will take place Aug. 15 and
Sept. 19 at 12-2 p.m. at the Brave Space Alliance,
2747 W. 79th St. It is sponsored by CCF and Chi-
cago LGBTQ community organizations.

When Xavier is not tending to their CCF busi-
ness, they can be found doing consulting work
with their company—DAB of Consulting.

“After years of doing pop-ups for other orga-
nizations, I wanted to continue to the work but
on my own terms combining my experience as an
organizer, youth worker and community educator
to support movement building and to strengthen
populator education in the non-profit sector,”

said Xavier.

One of Xavier's clients is the Groundswell Fund,
via their grassroots organizing institute.

“Groundswell Fund has provided me with the
opportunity to share my almost 20 years of expe-
rience with community organizing and non-profit
development to support amazing groups within
the reproductive justice movement,” said Xavier.

When Xavier is not working, they do training
sessions for the staff and board members at Brave
Space Alliance and learning with fellow farmers
at the Urban Growers Collective. They also love to
listen to music, watch movies, play video games
and cook.

Xavier's message to anyone who is interested
in what he is doing with CCF is, “Donate to the
Pop-Up Pantry Project, sign up for the CSA and/
or come out and get in the soil with me. This
farm is a labor of love and a part of my dreams of
connecting community education and organizing
to create opportunities for social transformation.
We could never reach our goals without the help
of amazing volunteers. Check out the volunteer
form on our website and sign up for a date to
come help us. If you want to volunteer during the
week send an email to chicityfoodsllc@gmail.
com to schedule a time.”

Volunteering takes place every Saturday
through October of this year.

See https://www.chicityfoods.com/.
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ROOFTOP DECKWITH Say hello to your life in one place.
CITY AND LAKE VIEWS. i

Private balconies. In-unit washer and dryer. Stainless steel 1323 W
appliances. Quartz countertops. Hardwood floors. Indoor MORSE

parking. Rooftop deck. Exercise room. Pet friendly. WWW.1223WMORSE.COM

Contact info: TAWANI Property Management
312-374-9785 infochi@tawanipm.com
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Reproductive Health
Act is law, making
lllinois a ‘beacon’

BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

CHICAGO—Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker made Il-
linois the most liberal state in the United States
for access to reproductive health care with the
strokes of 20 pens June 12 at the Chicago Cul-
tural Center.

It was a vow he made at the beginning of the
legislative session, and a charge both backers
and detractors of the Reproductive Health Act
maintained would come to pass. The measure be-
came law immediately with his signature.

Pritzker said the law makes the Prairie State
a “beacon” for access to pregnancy care, con-
traception, birth control, abortion procedures
and other related benefits by making access to
these things a “fundamental right.” That means
no level of government in Illinois can infringe
upon a woman or man’s access to reproductive
health care.

“Let the word go forth today from this place
that if you believe in standing up for women'’s
fundamental rights, Illinois is a beacon of hope
in the heart of this nation. We trust women,” the
governor said.

While opponents say the law strikes protec-
tions from statute—including the automatic au-
topsy of a woman who dies during an abortion,
penalties for an illegally-performed abortion
post-viability and inspections of clinics where
the procedure is done—proponents say it codifies
current practices and removes aspects of statute
enjoined by the courts.

Advocates also point out the measure treats
abortion procedures as health care.

“The government shouldn’t be able to tell a
woman what’s best for her body and her future.
By making the Reproductive Health Care law in
Illinois, we're sending a clear message—that we
trust women to make their decisions about their
bodies,” Senate sponsor Melinda Bush, a Demo-
crat from Grayslake, said. “We believe that women
should have the same autonomy over their bodies
that men do.”

The legislation was introduced in February by
House sponsor Rep. Kelly Cassidy, a Democrat
from Chicago, and in the Senate by Bush. The
twin bills sat in legislative limbo until early May,
when calls for action came from advocates and
lawmakers after moves by states such as Loui-
siana, Georgia and Missouri to restrict access to
abortion procedures.

Some of those laws were passed to challenge
the 1973 case Roe v. Wade, which legalized the
procedure nationwide, before the U.S. Supreme
Court.

“All of us believe the state of Missouri and the
rest of the states that have passed laws taking
away women’s rights should change their minds,
should revisit the issue,” Pritzker said. “But Illi-
nois knows where we stand and we're going to be
here for women if they have to be refugees from
other states. We don’t want them to be—we want

women to be able to access health care where
they live and all of us believe in that.”

Immediately following the signing ceremony,
opponents of the act held a news event in op-
position to the new law. Present were representa-
tives from the Thomas More Society, a Chicago-
based pro-life law firm, and Illinois Right to Life
Action, a pro-Llife lobbying group.

“It's a tale as old as time. Illinois politicians
are more concerned with pandering to cash-
wielding progressives and Chicago media outlets
than they are with representing the people of our
state,” said Mary Kate Knorr, Illinois Right to Life
Action spokeswoman. “Pritzker doesn’t care what
the people of Illinois want, nor does he care that
abortion takes a human Life.”

Peter Breen, vice president and senior counsel
of the law firm, said the “deceptively titled” Re-
productive Health Act makes Illinois “an abortion
destination for the country.”
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Vatican releases
anti-LGBT document

The Vatican has released the document “Male
and Female He Created Them: Towards a path
of dialogue on the question of gender in edu-
cation” to address issues surrounding sexuality
and gender identity, PBS reported.

“Male and Female”—released during LGBT
Pride Month—rejects the idea that people can
choose or change their genders and insisting
on the sexual “complementarity” of men and
women to make babies.

Not surprisingly, LGBT Catholics have de-
nounced the document. In a press release, New
Ways Ministry called the Vatican’s work “a harm-
ful tool that will be used to oppress and harm
not only transgender people, but lesbian, gay,
bisexual people, too. The document associates
sexual and gender minorities with libertine sex-
uality, a gross misrepresentation of the lives of
LGBT people which perpetuates and encourages
hatred, bigotry, and violence against them.

“The document, from the Congregation for
Catholic Education, will confuse those who sin-
cerely struggle with questions of gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation. Such confusion
leads to self-harm, addiction, and even suicide.
The misinformation the document contains will
cause families to reject their children, and it
will increase alienation of LGBT people from the
Church.”

DignityUSA  Executive Director Marianne
Duddy-Burke said in a separate statement, “Al-
though presented as a call for dialogue, this
statement reinforces the Vatican’s entrench-
ment in a simplistic and outdated ideology of
biological determinism. From the very title,
Church leaders are perpetuating a vision of hu-

h .
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J.B. Pritzer at the bill-signing.
Capitol News lllinois photo by Rebecca Anzel

manity that fails to respect the diversity of hu-
man experience.

“This document fundamentally disregards and
disrespects LGBTQI people by claiming our gen-
der identity and sexual orientation are simply
‘choices. It denies the truth of our experience
of gender and sexuality as innate, God-given
blessings. The Vatican’s stubborn refusal to re-
consider its stale vision of gender complemen-
tarity as the exclusive basis for human identity
and relationships in the light of decades of con-
trary scientific findings and personal testimony
from millions is tragic.”

The PBS article is at https://www.pbs.org/
newshour/world/lghtg-catholics-denounce-vat-
icans-document-on-gender-identity.

Ecuador approves
same-sex marriage

By a vote of five to four, Ecuador's highest
court approved same-sex marriage in a landmark
ruling in the small and traditionally Catholic
country on June 12, AlJazeera.com reported.

Pro-LGBTQ activists celebrated the decision in
the capital of Quito as well as the port city of
Guayaquil.

Other South American countries that recog-
nize same-sex marriage include Argentina, Bra-
zil, Colombia and Uruguay.

Ecuador's current constitution defines mar-
riage as a heterosexual union. The charter,
which was ratified in 2008, also bars same-sex
couples from adopting children.

The full article is at https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2019/06/ecuador-highest-court-
backs-sex-marriage-190613052724457.html.
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Publication
promotes health,
safety of TGNCI
youths in facilities

The National Center for Leshian Rights (NCLR)
and the Center for Children’s Law and Policy
(CCLP) released a new publication, “Model Pol-
icy: Transgender, Gender Nonconforming, and
Intersex Youth in Youth Confinement Facilities,”
with support from the National PREA Resource
Center, a press release noted.

The model policy provides a blueprint of prac-
tices that promote the safety, dignity and well-
being of transgender, gender non-conforming
and intersex (TGNCI) youth in youth justice
facilities. The policy was developed with in-
put from a diverse group of advocates, justice
professionals and formerly incarcerated young
people.

The policy addresses a range of practices that
create a safe and healthy environment for TGNCI
youth, including:

—How can facility staff safely and respect-
fully identify TGNCI residents?

—What concrete steps can facilities take to
affirm the gender identity of youth?

—How can facilities assess and remedy the
risks associated with TGNCI status?

—Where should TGNCI youth be housed in
sex-segregated facilities?

—How can facilities protect the privacy of
TGNCI residents?

Among other things, there is also a glossary
including a variety of LGBTQ-related terms.

The report is at https://www.prearesourcecen-
ter.org/sites/default/files/library/TGNCI%20
Model%20Policy. pdf.
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PASSAGES
Ruffin Nelson
Robhinson

Ruffin Nelson Robinson, a retired
registered nurse who resided in
Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood
and was born in Eufaula, Alabama,
died peacefully June 6. He was 74.

Ruffin was the beloved spouse
of 14 years (together for 24) to
Robert Gerald Schwartz; and loving
uncle of six. He was preceded in
death by parents Vinie Mae “Mis-
sie” Robinson and Richard Snipes.

Ruffin was a U.S. Army veteran,
serving in Vietnam and Europe. He
loved playing bid whist with his
cards group, and also enjoyed at-
tending operatic performances.

He achieved more than 25 years
of sobriety, and attributed his com-
ing out as a gay man and his re-
lationship to Bob to his recovery,
along with other accomplishments.

A celebration of life will be held
for a later date. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in his name
to New Town Alano Club (https://
www.newtownalanoclub.org/).

Arrangements by Cremation So-
ciety of Illinois, 773-281-5058 or
Cremation-Society.com
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Ruffin Nelson Robinson.
Photo from Facebook account
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PASSAGES
James Andrew Aull IV

James Andrew Aull, IV, of Oak Park, died peace-
fully June 8 surrounded by family and friends.
He was 80.

Jim was born Dec. 18, 1938, in West Norriton,
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and grew up
on a 50-acre farm, with woods, streams and wild-
life; his love of nature never left him. He attend-
ed the Hill School preparatory boarding school.
He graduated from Princeton University with a
B.A. in history in 1960, and earned an M.Div.
from Chicago Theological Seminary and an MAT
from Northwestern University.

During his professional life, he worked for the
YMCA, taught high school in Woodstock, ILli-
nois, and spent 25 years with the Chicago Youth
Centers, retiring as director of quality improve-
ment. It was during his work at the YMCA that
he became involved in the civil-rights and social-
justice movements that became a lifetime com-
mitment.

Jim is survived by his beloved spouse of 30
years, Jeffrey Jon Smith; his loving sons, Gino
Aull of Naples, Florida, and James Bradley Aull of
Berwyn; and his granddaughter, Rebecca Aull of
Chicago. Jim was preceded in death by his father,
James Andrew Aull III; his mother Sarah Helena
Aull (nee Longacre); his sister, Jean Kathryn Aull
of Lyme, New Hampshire; and late partner Dennis
Thompson.

Jim was greatly loved and will be missed. He
realized his altruism through word and deed, and
did what all of us should aspire to do: He made

James Andrew Aull IV.
Windy City Times photo

the world a better place.

There will a celebration of life during the sum-
mer.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Vermont's Open Fields School, founded by his sis-
ter: http://www.openfields.org/.

Arrangements by Cremation Society of Illinois,
773-281-5058 or Dremation-Society.com
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Community forum held

on Boystown situations

and solutions

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Several dozen community members gathered the
evening of June 5 for a meeting to discuss fol-
low-up engagement in the wake of recent racist
incidents in Boystown.

“Many of our congregants do not feel comfort-
able and, for too long, have accepted [racism in
Boystown] as a reality,” said Rev. Jamie Frazier of
Lighthouse Community Church, where the meet-
ing was convened.

Lighthouse Church Pastor Rev. Jamie Frazier.
Photo by Matt Simonette

The gathering was organized by a coalition
of Chicago organizations that included Chicago
Black Gay Men’s Caucus, Lighthouse’s clergy
and members and Affinity Community Services,
among others.

One of the controversies began when Progress
Bar management sent out an email the week of
May 27 instructing DJs to no longer play rap mu-
sic. That email was distributed publicly via social
media a few days later, igniting a community
firestorm.

Many community members noted that Progress
Bar had previously been one of the most welcom-
ing Boystown bars for Black gay customers, and
read the rap ban as de facto ban on them as well.
Progress Bar owner Justin Romme apologized May
31.

But community advocates have said that Rom-
me’s apology was not enough, and that Progress
Bar's rap ban was emblematic of racist treatment
of Black individuals when they visit many Boys-
town establishments. A protest was held at the
corner of Halsted and Roscoe Streets on June 2.

In late May, community member Dennis Byrd
alleged via social media that the owner of Beat-
nix threatened to call the police after he and a
friend asked him to explain an article of clothing
that was adorned with the Confederate flag.

Participants at the June 5 meeting acknowl-
edged what they said were larger-scale issues
of racism against LGBT persons of color both in
Boystown and Chicago as a whole. But Frazier and
meeting facilitator Keron Blair urged the gath-
ering to keep later comments and suggestions
focused on the Progress Bar incident and Beat-
nix allegations. As such, audience members were
asked to consider where Black LGBT activists and
community members should focus their attention
next, both to leverage the current attention to
the issue and hold business owners accountable.

One audience member, Bashia Clark, said that
she’d patronized Progress Bar on a number of oc-
casions, so reading Romme’s email “was like los-
ing a child.”

Clark added, “Do I not matter? Do I not have
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a voice?”

Chicago Black Gay Men's Caucus’ Erik Glenn said
that, for many Black LGBT folks visiting or resid-
ing in Boystown, microagressions “stacked up.”

He explained that when he was living in Boys-
town, “It was nice not to be called a fag on a
regular basis, but it was not nice with all the
other stuff that was adding up.”

Byrd, the patron making the allegations
against Beatnix, said that persons of color “feel
targeted and followed” in Boystown; he added
that the store owner told him that he was being
“like Jussie Smollett, making something out of
something that was not a big deal.”

Police, he noted, are frequently “weaponized”
in the area against persons of color.

Most participants concluded that a call for a
boycott of businesses was best saved as a last
resort. Frazier, for example, suggested that busi-
ness owners be required to pay into a fund that
could assist persons at risk. Others thought that
owners and staff should perhaps be required by
the city to attend diversity and cultural compe-
tency training sessions as part of licensing re-
quirements.

Blair noted that Romme had requested a meet-
ing with stakeholders in an effort to rectify the
situation.

But one audience member wondered aloud why
such an incident and backlash have to occur in
order for a business owner to make such over-
tures.

“Why didn’t you come to us, the people who
come to your establishment?” asked the audience
member. “Maybe we can have the owners be hon-
est about what the heck they’re so upset about.”

Lighthouse Church
to host anti-racism
forum July 13

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Lighthouse Church of Chicago, 2335 N. Orchard
St., will host a meeting July 13 to address the
pervasiveness of racism within the LGBT commu-
nity.

The gathering, Racial Justice Summit: Boys-
town & Beyond,” is aimed at forming a locally-
based coalition to tackle the issue, is intended
for clergy of LGBT-welcoming churches and their
parishioners, as well as anyone who considers
themselves an ally of LGBT persons of color, said
Lighthouse Pastor Jamie Frazier.

His announcement comes weeks after a large-
scale controversy erupted after the owner of
Progress Bar issued a dictum that rap and hip
hop music would be banned in the bar, an edict
that has often been regarded as a tacit ban on
persons of color in other locales. Allegations of
racism were also leveled against the store Beat-
nix in Boystown.

“We believe that our white allies are going to
want to stand up and speak,” said Frazier. “Many
churches are looking for a way to make real that
commitment. Lighthouse is going to create a way
for them to do so.”

The meeting will be held at 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
at Lighthouse. For more information, see light-
housechicago.org.
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Man charged in
dating-app attack

Uptown resident Cedric Johnson was
charged with eight counts of aggravated bat-
tery to a peace officer and individual counts
of aggravated battery with a deadly weapon
after a Lake View attack involving another
man he met through the dating app Grindr,
The Chicago Sun-Times reported.

Judge Arthur Wesley Willis denied John-
son bail at a June 16 hearing, calling him a
threat to public safety.

Prosecutors said Johnson met the other
man, a local professor, at the alleged victim's
apartment on the 600 block of West Aldine
Avenue. After a while, an argument ensued,
with Johnson allegedly attacking the victim
with a hammer and hitting him several times.
The professor was rushed to Illinois Masonic
Medical Center and treated for multiple inju-
ries. Several officers were also injured while
apprehending Johnson.

Johnson’s next court date is Friday, June
21.

The full article is at https://chicago.sun-
times.com/crime/2019/6/16,/18681052/ce-
dric-johnson-hammer-attack-grindr-dating-
app-uptown-lakeviewl.

Lightfoot, CPD
launch community

olicing initiative
pMayor Lori E.gLightfoot joined Chicago Po-
lice Department (CPD) Superintendent Eddie
T. Johnson and Department of Business Af-
fairs and Consumer Protection (BACP) Com-
missioner Rosa Escareno to launch a new
community-policing initiative designed to
build and foster a collaborative partnership
with local businesses in communities across
Chicago.

As part of the initiative, all 22 police dis-
tricts will have a designated business liai-
son officer to work closely with the district
commander and BACP to provide positive
engagement opportunities for entrepreneurs,
address chronic problems or concerns of
business owners and improve overall public
safety through collaboration with the com-
munity.

Each business liaison officer will work
directly with businesses in their district to
establish engagement strategies to encour-
age positive community interactions and re-
lationships.

This new initiative is part of the Chicago
Police Department’s community policing
strategies and its ongoing efforts to im-
prove the communication and cooperation
between police officers and the communities
they serve.
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Be Inspired
Be Spirited
Be Yourself

Two World Class Events for Progressive
Catholics in the Heart of the Windy City

July 4, 2019

Forum on the State of the Global LGBTQI
Catholic Justice Movement

® Three leading Catholic theologians on intersectional justice

= A powerful and engaging discussion of accomplishments and challenges
= Dialogue with LGBTQI Catholic leaders from around the world.

July 5-7,2019
DignityUSA National Conference: True to
Ourselves, True to the Spirit
All who are part of the LGBTQI Catholic social justice movement are invited to:
= Connect, converse, pray and play
® Envision our future together
m Celebrate 50 years of a powerful movement

Engage with Inspiring Leaders in LGBTQI
Catholic Social Justice

" v ._ ',Ih'

Mary E. Hunt

Urvashi Vaid

Miguel Diaz Bryan Massingale

True to
ourselves,

True to
the Spirit

DIGNITYUSA
90TH ANNIVERSARY
CHICAGO 2019

Learn more & register at
conf2019.dignityusa.net

June 19,2019

CHICAGO’S
HOTTEST D)’S
TWO STAGES
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Aging with HIV focus

of Reunion Project event

BY CARRIE MAXWELL

The Reunion Project 2.0—Chicago hosted a two
day event focused on people aging with HIV June
14-15 at Loyola University’s Water Tower Campus.

The day-long employment resource event orga-
nized by National Working Positive Coalition took
place June 14 with opening remarks by Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity Office of Employment and Training Deputy
Director Julio Rodriguez.

Sessions included considering work, navigat-
ing work earnings and government benefits, le-
gal rights and protections in the workplace and
strategies and resources to maximize options and
success in job seeking and at work.

To kick off the June 15 town-hall style meeting
on “HIV, Aging, Surviving and Thriving: A Family
Reunion” both The Reunion Project Co-Founder,
Positively Aware editor and TPAN Director of
Publications Jeff Berry and TPAN CEO Christo-
pher Clark spoke about the importance of hold-
ing these events across the country and what it
means to them.

National AIDS Memorial Board of Directors
Chair Mike Shriver recapped the previous day’s
activities, adding what he took away from it was
that “no matter where you live in the country,
the system is meant to frustrate those of us liv-
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ing with HIV.”

Performer and former Windy City Times con-
tributing writer Sanford Gaylord gave a rousing
spoken-word performance from Craig G. Harris’
work “Cut Off From Among Their People.”

The Global Girls” Marvinetta Woodley-Penn, Ar-
zula Maxine Gardner, Shawneita Irvin and Ryonn
Gloster performed their “My Choice. My Voice. My
Vote.” storytelling, singing and movement piece
focused on reproductive access, including the
right to get an abortion, and inclusive, compre-
hensive sex-education.

Gregg Cassin, who created the Honoring Our Ex-
perience retreats for long-term survivors of HIV,
spoke about the power of sharing one’s stories.
Cassin asked attendees to share their stories and
what was evident from every person who spoke
was the shame and stigma associated with HIV
and how it has caused social isolation, especially
for those who are older.

Loyola University School of Social Work Assis-
tant Professor Keith Green gave the keynote ad-
dress, “Saved by Spirit, Science and Semi-Struc-
tured Social Support: Musings from a long-term
survivor who recently turned 40.”

Green told his story of being diagnosed with
HIV when he was a senior at Hyde Park High
School (when he was 17) in 1994, when he took
part in a blood drive via Lifesource (now Vital-
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From left: Matt Sharp, Vanessa Johnson, Mike Shriver, Louis Spraggins and Mark Misrok.
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

ant). He explained that the stigma of having HIV,
especially as a young man in the prime of his life,
was too much to handle at times and he decided
that death would be a better choice. Green said
this led him to move to North Carolina in 2001
to die—and he came very close to it via an in-
fection, resulting in him becoming very thin and
frail.

In speaking about his career journey, Green
said it started with being in a hospital in North
Carolina when he got some literature that includ-
ed Positively Aware magazine. He explained that
seeing that the magazine was published in Chi-
cago made him want to move back and connect
with the organization, which he did. That led to a
volunteer position at TPAN (where the magazine
is published) that turned into a paying job.

Green spoke to the challenges with diversity
and inclusion that existed within many AIDS
service organization at the time, and still today.
Although TPAN was founded by a group of gay
white men during the early days of the epidemic,
the organization had appointed its second Afri-
can American executive director, Charles Clifton,
by the time Green stumbled upon it. Green said
he found solace in the organization’s emerging
diverse programming, ultimately becoming a
mentee of both Clifton and Berry. When he was
first hired, Green explained that he was still re-
covering from his infection. At times, this forced
him to have to lie on the couch and rest during
the work day and no one, especially Berry, made
him feel bad about it.

“The unconditional support was vital,” said
Green.

Green explained that due to Clifton and Berry's
mentorship when he came back to Chicago, he
was able to further his education and move from
TPAN and become a project director at John H.
Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County, Director of
Federal Affairs at the AIDS Foundation of Chicago
(AFC) an