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BY CARRIE MAXWELL

Giving back to the community has been the focus 
of Xavier MaatRa’s professional life, culminating 
in the creation of their latest endeavors, Chi City 
Foods and DAB of Consulting.

Xavier (they prefer to use their first name) grew 
up in a small farming/college town in southern 
New Jersey and was active in their church, giving 
their first sermon when they were 17.

“I studied history at a Christian college,” said 
Xavier. “After the trauma I dealt with there, I 
started organizing and developing my own po-
litical voice in ways that supported my ability to 
live my truth as a Black, queer and transgender 
person.”

After college, Xavier worked as a union orga-

nizer with the SEIU in California and helped with 
disaster relief in New Orleans following Hurricane 
Katrina. Both experiences laid the groundwork for 
what Xavier has done since coming to Chicago 11 
years ago.

“I am very proud of my work at the Chicago 
Freedom School building their training program 
from the ground up,” said Xavier. “The pro-
gram has impacted over 5000 youth and adults 
throughout the U.S., United Kingdom, Iraq and 
various countries across South America.

“My time as a drop-in worker at the Broadway 
Youth Center (BYC) was my entry into the queer 
community here. I built relationships with my co-
workers that we cultivate to this day. Working at 
the BYC also gave me the opportunity to support 
LGB and trans and gender non-conforming (TGNC) 
youth in transformative ways. I enjoy watching 
the youth I worked with back in 2010 grow into 
adults over these years.”

With their farm and eco-campus Chi City Foods 
(CCF), Xavier is taking their advocacy a step fur-
ther by, according to the organization’s website, 
“providing poor and marginalized groups in Chi-
cago with access to fresh produce and training 
opportunities in urban agriculture.”

CCF is located in Altgeld Gardens on the Far 
Southeast Side of Chicago. This predominately 
Black community is in a food desert and has one 
of the most isolated housing developments in the 
city. It is the only urban micro farm in Chicago 
that is led and staffed by Black TGNC people.

Xavier told Windy City Times that CCF is dedi-
cated to cultivating great organic produce and 
honey through their subsidiary, Mystic Bee Hive 
Honey, while promoting urban agriculture skills 
and food justice awareness. Xavier said CCF is cur-
rently working toward its organic certification.

“We aim to create spaces for environmental 
stewardship for marginalized groups to restore 
the food knowledge and skills that were lost due 
to colonization and oppression,” said Xavier. “At 
CCF, we hope to teach people how to feed them-
selves on the path toward healthy, self-deter-
mined and sustained communities.”

Mystic Bee Hive Honey is run by Brave Space 
Alliance Founder and Executive Director (and 
master beekeeper) LaSaia Wade, who is also Xavi-
er’s partner.

“The goal of Mystic Bee Hive is to create a 
space for bees to thrive, produce local organic 
honey, support veggie production at CCF and train 
people how to bee keep on the South Side of 
Chicago,” said Wade. “We are excited to provide 
another avenue for TGNC people to participate in 
Chicago’s growing Urban Agriculture community.”

This June, Xavier is expanding CCF with the 
launch of their Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program. Each participant will receive a bi-
monthly produce box containing a minimum of 
10 organically grown vegetables and fruits, when 
available. Members receive 10 boxes of produce 

over 20 weeks.
Xavier explained that last year over 30 children 

and adults volunteered with CCF and they hope to 
grow that number this year.

“This season we are launching a pilot fellow-
ship program focusing on beekeeping, building 
and farming skills,” said Xavier. “Our fellowship 
provides people with various amounts of skills 
and experiences with an opportunity to learn and 
apply their skills in creative ways towards the vi-
sion of CCF.”

Xavier is also reaching out to Chicago’s LGBTQ 
community to provide fresh produce to those 
who are dealing with food insecurity through the 
Fresh Produce Pop-Up Pantry Project in conjunc-
tion with Brave Space Alliance and Cooperation 
Operation, an urban agricultural non-profit in the 
Pullman community. This is a produce give-away 
to those in need that will take place Aug. 15 and 
Sept. 19 at 12-2 p.m. at the Brave Space Alliance, 
2747 W. 79th St. It is sponsored by CCF and Chi-
cago LGBTQ community organizations.

When Xavier is not tending to their CCF busi-
ness, they can be found doing consulting work 
with their company—DAB of Consulting.

“After years of doing pop-ups for other orga-
nizations, I wanted to continue to the work but 
on my own terms combining my experience as an 
organizer, youth worker and community educator 
to support movement building and to strengthen 
populator education in the non-profit sector,” 

said Xavier.
One of Xavier’s clients is the Groundswell Fund, 

via their grassroots organizing institute.
“Groundswell Fund has provided me with the 

opportunity to share my almost 20 years of expe-
rience with community organizing and non-profit 
development to support amazing groups within 
the reproductive justice movement,” said Xavier.

When Xavier is not working, they do training 
sessions for the staff and board members at Brave 
Space Alliance and learning with fellow farmers 
at the Urban Growers Collective. They also love to 
listen to music, watch movies, play video games 
and cook.

Xavier’s message to anyone who is interested 
in what he is doing with CCF is, “Donate to the 
Pop-Up Pantry Project, sign up for the CSA and/
or come out and get in the soil with me. This 
farm is a labor of love and a part of my dreams of 
connecting community education and organizing 
to create opportunities for social transformation. 
We could never reach our goals without the help 
of amazing volunteers. Check out the volunteer 
form on our website and sign up for a date to 
come help us. If you want to volunteer during the 
week send an email to chicityfoodsllc@gmail.
com to schedule a time.”

Volunteering takes place every Saturday 
through October of this year.

See https://www.chicityfoods.com/.
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Xavier MaatRa continues
giving back to the community  

Xavier MaatRa, with some of the fruits (and vegetables) of their labor. 
Collage courtesy of Xavier

City of Chicago
salutes LGBTQ
Veterans

On Tuesday, June 25, the City of Chicago 
Salute to LGBTQ Veterans will feature speaker 
Tatyana Moaton, Howard Brown Diversity 
and Inclusion Service Co-coordinator and 
transgender veteran. The event is hosted 
each year by the American Veterans for Equal 
Rights (AVER) Chicago Chapter and the Chi-
cago Commission on Human Relations. Ques-
tions can be directed to Jim Darby at james-
darby@aol.com or 773-752-0058. The event 
is free and the public is encouraged to at-
tend.   It begins at noon at the  Daley Center 
Plaza, 50 W Washington St Chicago.  For more 
information, see http://www.facebook.com/
AVERChicagoChapter/.

Jim Darby with AVER in the 2018 Chicago 
Pride Parade. 
Photo by Kat Fitzgerald 
(www.MysticImagesPhotography.com
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BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

CHICAGO—Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker made Il-
linois the most liberal state in the United States 
for access to reproductive health care with the 
strokes of 20 pens June 12 at the Chicago Cul-
tural Center.

It was a vow he made at the beginning of the 
legislative session, and a charge both backers 
and detractors of the Reproductive Health Act 
maintained would come to pass. The measure be-
came law immediately with his signature.

Pritzker said the law makes the Prairie State 
a “beacon” for access to pregnancy care, con-
traception, birth control, abortion procedures 
and other related benefits by making access to 
these things a “fundamental right.” That means 
no level of government in Illinois can infringe 
upon a woman or man’s access to reproductive 
health care.

“Let the word go forth today from this place 
that if you believe in standing up for women’s 
fundamental rights, Illinois is a beacon of hope 
in the heart of this nation. We trust women,” the 
governor said.

While opponents say the law strikes protec-
tions from statute—including the automatic au-
topsy of a woman who dies during an abortion, 
penalties for an illegally-performed abortion 
post-viability and inspections of clinics where 
the procedure is done—proponents say it codifies 
current practices and removes aspects of statute 
enjoined by the courts.

Advocates also point out the measure treats 
abortion procedures as health care.

“The government shouldn’t be able to tell a 
woman what’s best for her body and her future. 
By making the Reproductive Health Care law in 
Illinois, we’re sending a clear message—that we 
trust women to make their decisions about their 
bodies,” Senate sponsor Melinda Bush, a Demo-
crat from Grayslake, said. “We believe that women 
should have the same autonomy over their bodies 
that men do.”

The legislation was introduced in February by 
House sponsor Rep. Kelly Cassidy, a Democrat 
from Chicago, and in the Senate by Bush. The 
twin bills sat in legislative limbo until early May, 
when calls for action came from advocates and 
lawmakers after moves by states such as Loui-
siana, Georgia and Missouri to restrict access to 
abortion procedures.

Some of those laws were passed to challenge 
the 1973 case Roe v. Wade, which legalized the 
procedure nationwide, before the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

“All of us believe the state of Missouri and the 
rest of the states that have passed laws taking 
away women’s rights should change their minds, 
should revisit the issue,” Pritzker said. “But Illi-
nois knows where we stand and we’re going to be 
here for women if they have to be refugees from 
other states. We don’t want them to be—we want 

women to be able to access health care where 
they live and all of us believe in that.”

Immediately following the signing ceremony, 
opponents of the act held a news event in op-
position to the new law. Present were representa-
tives from the Thomas More Society, a Chicago-
based pro-life law firm, and Illinois Right to Life 
Action, a pro-life lobbying group.

“It’s a tale as old as time. Illinois politicians 
are more concerned with pandering to cash-
wielding progressives and Chicago media outlets 
than they are with representing the people of our 
state,” said Mary Kate Knorr, Illinois Right to Life 
Action spokeswoman. “Pritzker doesn’t care what 
the people of Illinois want, nor does he care that 
abortion takes a human life.”

Peter Breen, vice president and senior counsel 
of the law firm, said the “deceptively titled” Re-
productive Health Act makes Illinois “an abortion 
destination for the country.”
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Reproductive Health
Act is law, making
Illinois a ‘beacon’

J.B. Pritzer at the bill-signing. 
Capitol News Illinois photo by Rebecca Anzel

Vatican releases
anti-LGBT document

The Vatican has released the document “Male 
and Female He Created Them: Towards a path 
of dialogue on the question of gender in edu-
cation” to address issues surrounding sexuality 
and gender identity, PBS reported.

“Male and Female”—released during LGBT 
Pride Month—rejects the idea that people can 
choose or change their genders and insisting 
on the sexual “complementarity” of men and 
women to make babies.

Not surprisingly, LGBT Catholics have de-
nounced the document. In a press release, New 
Ways Ministry called the Vatican’s work “a harm-
ful tool that will be used to oppress and harm 
not only transgender people, but lesbian, gay, 
bisexual people, too. The document associates 
sexual and gender minorities with libertine sex-
uality, a gross misrepresentation of the lives of 
LGBT people which perpetuates and encourages 
hatred, bigotry, and violence against them.

“The document, from the Congregation for 
Catholic Education, will confuse those who sin-
cerely struggle with questions of gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation.  Such confusion 
leads to self-harm, addiction, and even suicide. 
The misinformation the document contains will 
cause families to reject their children, and it 
will increase alienation of LGBT people from the 
Church.”

DignityUSA Executive Director Marianne 
Duddy-Burke said in a separate statement, “Al-
though presented as a call for dialogue, this 
statement reinforces the Vatican’s entrench-
ment in a simplistic and outdated ideology of 
biological determinism. From the very title, 
Church leaders are perpetuating a vision of hu-

manity that fails to respect the diversity of hu-
man experience. 

“This document fundamentally disregards and 
disrespects LGBTQI people by claiming our gen-
der identity and sexual orientation are simply 
‘choices.’ It denies the truth of our experience 
of gender and sexuality as innate, God-given 
blessings. The Vatican’s stubborn refusal to re-
consider its stale vision of gender complemen-
tarity as the exclusive basis for human identity 
and relationships in the light of decades of con-
trary scientific findings and personal testimony 
from millions is tragic.”

The PBS article is at https://www.pbs.org/
newshour/world/lgbtq-catholics-denounce-vat-
icans-document-on-gender-identity.

Ecuador approves
same-sex marriage

By a vote of five to four, Ecuador’s highest 
court approved same-sex marriage in a landmark 
ruling in the small and traditionally Catholic 
country on June 12, AlJazeera.com reported.

Pro-LGBTQ activists celebrated the decision in 
the capital of Quito as well as the port city of 
Guayaquil.

Other South American countries that recog-
nize same-sex marriage include Argentina, Bra-
zil, Colombia and Uruguay.

Ecuador’s current constitution defines mar-
riage as a heterosexual union. The charter, 
which was ratified in 2008, also bars same-sex 
couples from adopting children.

The full article is at https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2019/06/ecuador-highest-court-
backs-sex-marriage-190613052724457.html.

Publication 
promotes health, 
safety of TGNCI
youths in facilities

The National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) 
and the Center for Children’s Law and Policy 
(CCLP) released a new publication, “Model Pol-
icy: Transgender, Gender Nonconforming, and 
Intersex Youth in Youth Confinement Facilities,” 
with support from the National PREA Resource 
Center, a press release noted.

The model policy provides a blueprint of prac-
tices that promote the safety, dignity and well-
being of transgender, gender non-conforming 
and intersex (TGNCI) youth in youth justice 
facilities. The policy was developed with in-
put from a diverse group of advocates, justice 
professionals and formerly incarcerated young 
people. 

The policy addresses a range of practices that 
create a safe and healthy environment for TGNCI 
youth, including:

—How can facility staff safely and respect-
fully identify TGNCI residents?

—What concrete steps can facilities take to 
affirm the gender identity of youth?

—How can facilities assess and remedy the 
risks associated with TGNCI status?

—Where should TGNCI youth be housed in 
sex-segregated facilities?

—How can facilities protect the privacy of 
TGNCI residents?

Among other things, there is also a glossary 
including a variety of LGBTQ-related terms.

The report is at https://www.prearesourcecen-
ter.org/sites/default/files/library/TGNCI%20
Model%20Policy.pdf.
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PASSAGES

James Andrew Aull IV
James Andrew Aull, IV, of Oak Park, died peace-

fully June 8 surrounded by family and friends. 
He was 80.

Jim was born Dec. 18, 1938, in West Norriton, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and grew up 
on a 50-acre farm, with woods, streams and wild-
life; his love of nature never left him. He attend-
ed the Hill School preparatory boarding school. 
He graduated from Princeton University with a 
B.A. in history in 1960, and earned an M.Div. 
from Chicago Theological Seminary and an MAT 
from Northwestern University.  

During his professional life, he worked for the 
YMCA, taught high school in Woodstock, Illi-
nois, and spent 25 years with the Chicago Youth 
Centers, retiring as director of quality improve-
ment. It was during his work at the YMCA that 
he became involved in the civil-rights and social-
justice movements that became a lifetime com-
mitment.

Jim is survived by his beloved spouse of 30 
years, Jeffrey Jon Smith; his loving sons, Gino 
Aull of Naples, Florida, and James Bradley Aull of 
Berwyn; and his granddaughter, Rebecca Aull of 
Chicago. Jim was preceded in death by his father, 
James Andrew Aull III; his mother Sarah Helena 
Aull (nee Longacre); his sister, Jean Kathryn Aull 
of Lyme, New Hampshire; and late partner Dennis 
Thompson.

Jim was greatly loved and will be missed. He 
realized his altruism through word and deed, and 
did what all of us should aspire to do: He made 

the world a better place.
There will a celebration of life during the sum-

mer.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 

Vermont’s Open Fields School, founded by his sis-
ter: http://www.openfields.org/.

Arrangements by Cremation Society of Illinois, 
773-281-5058 or Dremation-Society.com

Ruffin Nelson Robinson. 
Photo from Facebook account

James Andrew Aull IV. 
Windy City Times photo

PASSAGES

Ruffin Nelson 
Robinson

Ruffin Nelson Robinson, a retired 
registered nurse who resided in 
Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood 
and was born in Eufaula, Alabama, 
died peacefully June 6. He was 74.

Ruffin was the beloved spouse 
of 14 years (together for 24) to 
Robert Gerald Schwartz; and loving 
uncle of six. He was preceded in 
death by parents Vinie Mae “Mis-
sie” Robinson and Richard Snipes.

Ruffin was a U.S. Army veteran, 
serving in Vietnam and Europe. He 
loved playing bid whist with his 
cards group, and also enjoyed at-
tending operatic performances.

He achieved more than 25 years 
of sobriety, and attributed his com-
ing out as a gay man and his re-
lationship to Bob to his recovery, 
along with other accomplishments.

A celebration of life will be held 
for a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made in his name 
to New Town Alano Club (https://
www.newtownalanoclub.org/).

Arrangements by Cremation So-
ciety of Illinois, 773-281-5058 or 
Cremation-Society.com 



BY MATT SIMONETTE 

Several dozen community members gathered the 
evening of June 5 for a meeting to discuss fol-
low-up engagement in the wake of recent racist 
incidents in Boystown.

“Many of our congregants do not feel comfort-
able and, for too long, have accepted [racism in 
Boystown] as a reality,” said Rev. Jamie Frazier of 
Lighthouse Community Church, where the meet-
ing was convened.

The gathering was organized by a coalition 
of Chicago organizations that included Chicago 
Black Gay Men’s Caucus, Lighthouse’s clergy 
and members and Affinity Community Services, 
among others.

One of the controversies began when Progress 
Bar management sent out an email the week of 
May 27 instructing DJs to no longer play rap mu-
sic. That email was distributed publicly via social 
media a few days later, igniting a community 
firestorm.

Many community members noted that Progress 
Bar had previously been one of the most welcom-
ing Boystown bars for Black gay customers, and 
read the rap ban as de facto ban on them as well. 
Progress Bar owner Justin Romme apologized May 
31.

But community advocates have said that Rom-
me’s apology was not enough, and that Progress 
Bar’s rap ban was emblematic of racist treatment 
of Black individuals when they visit many Boys-
town establishments. A protest was held at the 
corner of Halsted and Roscoe Streets on June 2.

In late May, community member Dennis Byrd 
alleged via social media that the owner of Beat-
nix threatened to call the police after he and a 
friend asked him to explain an article of clothing 
that was adorned with the Confederate flag.    

Participants at the June 5 meeting acknowl-
edged what they said were larger-scale issues 
of racism against LGBT persons of color both in 
Boystown and Chicago as a whole. But Frazier and 
meeting facilitator Keron Blair urged the gath-
ering to keep later comments and suggestions 
focused on the Progress Bar incident and Beat-
nix allegations. As such, audience members were 
asked to consider where Black LGBT activists and 
community members should focus their attention 
next, both to leverage the current attention to 
the issue and hold business owners accountable.

One audience member, Bashia Clark, said that 
she’d patronized Progress Bar on a number of oc-
casions, so reading Romme’s email “was like los-
ing a child.”

Clark added, “Do I not matter? Do I not have 

a voice?”
Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus’ Erik Glenn said 

that, for many Black LGBT folks visiting or resid-
ing in Boystown, microagressions “stacked up.”

He explained that when he was living in Boys-
town, “It was nice not to be called a fag on a 
regular basis, but it was not nice with all the 
other stuff that was adding up.”   

Byrd, the patron making the allegations 
against Beatnix, said that persons of color “feel 
targeted and followed” in Boystown; he added 
that the store owner told him that he was being 
“like Jussie Smollett, making something out of 
something that was not a big deal.”

Police, he noted, are frequently “weaponized” 
in the area against persons of color.

Most participants concluded that a call for a 
boycott of businesses was best saved as a last 
resort. Frazier, for example, suggested that busi-
ness owners be required to pay into a fund that 
could assist persons at risk. Others thought that 
owners and staff should perhaps be required by 
the city to attend diversity and cultural compe-
tency  training sessions as part of licensing re-
quirements.

Blair noted that Romme had requested a meet-
ing with stakeholders in an effort to rectify the 
situation.

But one audience member wondered aloud why 
such an incident and backlash have to occur in 
order for a business owner to make such over-
tures.

“Why didn’t you come to us, the people who 
come to your establishment?” asked the audience 
member. “Maybe we can have the owners be hon-
est about what the heck they’re so upset about.”

Lighthouse Church
to host anti-racism
forum July 13
BY MATT SIMONETTE

Lighthouse Church of Chicago, 2335 N. Orchard 
St., will host a meeting July 13 to address the 
pervasiveness of racism within the LGBT commu-
nity.

The gathering, Racial Justice Summit: Boys-
town & Beyond,” is aimed at forming a locally-
based coalition to tackle the issue, is intended 
for clergy of LGBT-welcoming churches and their 
parishioners, as well as anyone who considers 
themselves an ally of LGBT persons of color, said 
Lighthouse Pastor Jamie Frazier.

His announcement comes weeks after a large-
scale controversy erupted after the owner of 
Progress Bar issued a dictum that rap and hip 
hop music would be banned in the bar, an edict 
that has often been regarded as a tacit ban on 
persons of color in other locales. Allegations of 
racism were also leveled against the store Beat-
nix in Boystown.

“We believe that our white allies are going to 
want to stand up and speak,” said Frazier. “Many 
churches are looking for a way to make real that 
commitment. Lighthouse is going to create a way 
for them to do so.”

The meeting will be held at 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
at Lighthouse. For more information, see light-
housechicago.org.

Community forum held
on Boystown situations
and solutions
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Lighthouse Church Pastor Rev. Jamie Frazier. 
Photo by Matt Simonette

Man charged in
dating-app attack

Uptown resident Cedric Johnson was 
charged with eight counts of aggravated bat-
tery to a peace officer and individual counts 
of aggravated battery with a deadly weapon 
after a Lake View attack involving another 
man he met through the dating app Grindr, 
The Chicago Sun-Times reported.

Judge Arthur Wesley Willis denied John-
son bail at a June 16 hearing, calling him a 
threat to public safety.

Prosecutors said Johnson met the other 
man, a local professor, at the alleged victim’s 
apartment on the 600 block of West Aldine 
Avenue. After a while, an argument ensued, 
with Johnson allegedly attacking the victim 
with a hammer and hitting him several times. 
The professor was rushed to Illinois Masonic 
Medical Center and treated for multiple inju-
ries. Several officers were also injured while 
apprehending Johnson.

Johnson’s next court date is Friday, June 
21.

The full article is at https://chicago.sun-
times.com/crime/2019/6/16/18681052/ce-
dric-johnson-hammer-attack-grindr-dating-
app-uptown-lakeviewl.

Lightfoot, CPD 
launch community 
policing initiative

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot joined Chicago Po-
lice Department (CPD) Superintendent Eddie 
T. Johnson and Department of Business Af-
fairs and Consumer Protection (BACP) Com-
missioner Rosa Escareno to launch a new 
community-policing initiative designed to 
build and foster a collaborative partnership 
with local businesses in communities across 
Chicago. 

As part of the initiative, all 22 police dis-
tricts will have a designated business liai-
son officer to work closely with the district 
commander and BACP to provide positive 
engagement opportunities for entrepreneurs, 
address chronic problems or concerns of 
business owners and improve overall public 
safety through collaboration with the com-
munity.

Each business liaison officer will work 
directly with businesses in their district to 
establish engagement strategies to encour-
age positive community interactions and re-
lationships.

This new initiative is part of the Chicago 
Police Department’s community policing 
strategies and its ongoing efforts to im-
prove the communication and cooperation 
between police officers and the communities 
they serve.
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Be Inspired
Be Spir i ted
Be Yourself

Two World Class Events for Progressive 
Catholics in the Heart of the Windy City

July 4, 2019
Forum on the State of  the G lobal  LGBTQI  
Catholic Justice Movement

Three leading Catholic theologians on intersectional justice
A powerful and engaging discussion of accomplishments and challenges
Dialogue with LGBTQI Catholic leaders from around the world.

July  5  -  7,  2019
D ignit yUSA National  Conference:  True to 
O urselves,  True to the Spir it
All who are part of the LGBTQI Catholic social justice movement are invited to:

Connect, converse, pray and play
Envision our future together
Celebrate 50 years of a powerful movement

Engage with Inspiring Leaders in LGBTQI
Catholic Social Justice

Mary E. Hunt Miguel Díaz Urvashi VaidBryan Massingale

Learn more & register at
conf2019.dignityusa.net













http://www.conf2019.dignityusa.net


BY CARRIE MAXWELL

The Reunion Project 2.0—Chicago hosted a two 
day event focused on people aging with HIV June 
14-15 at Loyola University’s Water Tower Campus.

The day-long employment resource event orga-
nized by National Working Positive Coalition took 
place June 14 with opening remarks by Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity Office of Employment and Training Deputy 
Director Julio Rodriguez.  

Sessions included considering work, navigat-
ing work earnings and government benefits, le-
gal rights and protections in the workplace and 
strategies and resources to maximize options and 
success in job seeking and at work.

To kick off the June 15 town-hall style meeting 
on “HIV, Aging, Surviving and Thriving: A Family 
Reunion” both The Reunion Project Co-Founder, 
Positively Aware editor and TPAN Director of 
Publications Jeff Berry and TPAN CEO Christo-
pher Clark spoke about the importance of hold-
ing these events across the country and what it 
means to them.

National AIDS Memorial Board of Directors 
Chair Mike Shriver recapped the previous day’s 
activities, adding what he took away from it was 
that “no matter where you live in the country, 
the system is meant to frustrate those of us liv-

ing with HIV.”
Performer and former Windy City Times con-

tributing writer Sanford Gaylord gave a rousing 
spoken-word performance from Craig G. Harris’ 
work “Cut Off From Among Their People.”

The Global Girls’ Marvinetta Woodley-Penn, Ar-
zula Maxine Gardner, Shawneita Irvin and Ryonn 
Gloster performed their “My Choice. My Voice. My 
Vote.” storytelling, singing and movement piece 
focused on reproductive access, including the 
right to get an abortion, and inclusive, compre-
hensive sex-education.

Gregg Cassin, who created the Honoring Our Ex-
perience retreats for long-term survivors of HIV, 
spoke about the power of sharing one’s stories. 
Cassin asked attendees to share their stories and 
what was evident from every person who spoke 
was the shame and stigma associated with HIV 
and how it has caused social isolation, especially 
for those who are older.

Loyola University School of Social Work Assis-
tant Professor Keith Green gave the keynote ad-
dress, “Saved by Spirit, Science and Semi-Struc-
tured Social Support: Musings from a long-term 
survivor who recently turned 40.”

Green told his story of being diagnosed with 
HIV when he was a senior at Hyde Park High 
School (when he was 17) in 1994, when he took 
part in a blood drive via Lifesource (now Vital-

ant). He explained that the stigma of having HIV, 
especially as a young man in the prime of his life, 
was too much to handle at times and he decided 
that death would be a better choice. Green said 
this led him to move to North Carolina in 2001 
to die—and he came very close to it via an in-
fection, resulting in him becoming very thin and 
frail. 

In speaking about his career journey, Green 
said it started with being in a hospital in North 
Carolina when he got some literature that includ-
ed Positively Aware magazine. He explained that 
seeing that the magazine was published in Chi-
cago made him want to move back and connect 
with the organization, which he did. That led to a 
volunteer position at TPAN (where the magazine 
is published) that turned into a paying job.

Green spoke to the challenges with diversity 
and inclusion that existed within many AIDS 
service organization at the time, and still today. 
Although TPAN was founded by a group of gay 
white men during the early days of the epidemic, 
the organization had appointed its second Afri-
can American executive director, Charles Clifton, 
by the time Green stumbled upon it. Green said 
he found solace in the organization’s emerging 
diverse programming, ultimately becoming a 
mentee of both Clifton and Berry. When he was 
first hired, Green explained that he was still re-
covering from his infection. At times, this forced 
him to have to lie on the couch and rest during 
the work day and no one, especially Berry, made 
him feel bad about it.

“The unconditional support was vital,” said 
Green.

Green explained that due to Clifton and Berry’s 
mentorship when he came back to Chicago, he 
was able to further his education and move from 
TPAN and become a project director at John H. 
Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County, Director of 
Federal Affairs at the AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
(AFC) and his current position at Loyola Univer-
sity where, to his surprise, he has been able to 
bring his full self into his work and talk about 
LGBTQ issues and HIV/AIDS.

“The only way we will end disparities related to 
HIV healthcare is at the intersection of spiritual-
ity, science and semi-structured social support, 
which is what we have here today,” said Green.

Among the day’s other activities were remarks 
by National Working Positive Coalition Executive 
Director Mark Misrok who spoke about being im-
pressed by Rodriguez’ address the previous day, 
Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus Equity Coordina-
tor Louis Spraggins who gave some background 
on The Reunion Project, and The Reunion Project 
Co-Founder Matt Sharp explaining the history of 
AIDS activism ahead of an ice breaker activity led 
by Shriver and Ribbon Consulting Group, LLC Co-
Founder Vanessa Johnson.

Other speakers included Cook County Health 
and Ruth M. Rothstein CORE Center Attending 
Physician Dr. Gregory Huhn, who did a presenta-
tion on the ways in which other health issues 
interact with people who have HIV and how to 
mitigate them by changing the way one lives, 
such as smoking cessation, eating a healthy diet 
and exercising. AFC Prevention and Community 
Partnerships Vice President Cynthia Tucker spoke 
about the corrections case management program 
at AFC to help formerly incarcerated cisgender 
and transgender people with HIV navigate the 
world following their release from prison and 
University of Illinois at Chicago Associate Profes-
sor of Psychiatry Lisa Razzano, who focused on 
mental health for those aging with HIV. 

The Reunion Project 2.0-Chicago event was 
supported by Positively Aging— a collabora-
tion of The Reunion Project, TPAN and Positively 
Aware magazine—and Gilead Sciences’ Age Posi-
tively initiative.

AFC, Brave Space Alliance, Chicago Center for 
HIV Elimination, Chicago Department of Health, 
Chicago Area HIV Integrated Services Council, 
Loyola University Chicago, Rush Center of Excel-
lence on Disparities in HIV and Aging, Vida/SIDA 
and the Women’s Connection Program at the AFC 
were the other event collaborating partners.

See www.tpan.com/reunion-project.
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Aging with HIV focus
of Reunion Project event

From left: Matt Sharp, Vanessa Johnson, Mike Shriver, Louis Spraggins and Mark Misrok. 
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

STATE OF UNDRESS

NOW OPEN
THROUGH JULY 6

galleryvictor.com | 312.722.6447

300 west superior street
chicago, illinois 60654

http://www.galleryvictor.com
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AMA adopts new
pro-LGBTQ policies
at annual meeting

The American Medical Association (AMA), vot-
ed to adopt new policies on emerging health care 
topics during the first day of voting at its annual 
meeting, held June 8-12 at the Hyatt Regency 
Chicago.

Among other things, the AMA’s House of Del-
egates took action to help prevent anti-transgen-
der violence.

To highlight the discrimination and physi-
cal dangers faced by the LGBTQ community, and 

the disturbing pattern of violence toward black 
transgender women, the physicians and medical 
students gathered at the AMA Annual Meeting 
adopted policy directing the AMA to:

—Form partnerships with other medical orga-
nizations and stakeholders to educate members 
of the public, legislatures and law enforcement 
using verified data on hate crimes against trans-
gender individuals and highlight the dispropor-
tionate number fatal attacks on black transgen-
der women;

—Advocate for consistent collection and re-
porting of data on hate crimes across all levels 
of law enforcement that includes demographic 
information on a victim’s birth sex and gender 

identity;
—Advocate for a central law enforcement da-

tabase to collect data on reported hate crimes 
that correctly identifies a victim’s birth sex and 
gender identity;

—Advocate for stronger law enforcement poli-
cies regarding interactions with transgender indi-
viduals in order to prevent bias and mistreatment 
and increase community trust; and

—Advocate for local, state, and federal efforts 
that will increase access to mental health treat-
ment and address the health disparities that LG-
BTQ individuals experience.

Also, the AMA will support state policies al-
lowing minors to override their parent’s refusal 
for vaccinations. The AMA will also support the 
posting of signs, notices, posters, placards and 
other educational material in local clinics, emer-
gency departments and other medical settings 
to provide information about reporting human-
trafficking activities, or provide information that 
connects victims and survivors with assistance. 

Commissioner
looking to amend 
rights ordinance

Newly elected Cook County Commissioner Kevin 
Morrison is aiming to amend a section of the 
human-rights ordinance.

The change would eliminate language on the 
books under the public-accommodation section 
that would allow for someone to ask for an ID 

to “prove” that person’s gender before accessing 
some areas such as restrooms. 

The amendment would read, “For the purposes 
of the exceptions set forth in Section 42-37(b)
(1)a through c, “sex” includes both biological 
category and gender identity. Each person deter-
mines their own gender identity; no proof of an 
individual’s sex or gender shall be required except 
for the person’s expression of their own gender.”

The Human Relations Committee meeting in 
which this amendment will be heard will take 
place Wed., June 26, at 10:30 a.m. at 118 N. 
Clark St.

Cook County Commissioner Kevin Morrison. 
Photo by Serhii Chrucky

30 Under 30 Awards
to be held June 26

Windy City Times will again mark Pride Month 
with its annual 30 Under 30 Awards.

The ceremony will take pace Wed, June 26. As 
in the past few years, the event will take place at 
Polo Cafe and Catering, 3322 S. Morgan St.

There will be a 5:30 p.m. reception, with the 
program being 6-7:30 p.m.

Honorees are 30 years or under as of June 30, 
and have made some substantial contributions to 
the Chicagoland LGBT community, whether in the 
fields of entertainment, politics, health, activ-
ism, academics, sports or other areas.

Windy City Times Managing Editor Matt Sim-
onette coordinates the awards program for the 
paper. Hundreds of people have been honored by 
the paper in the more than 10 years since the 
awards were established.

Most honorees have gone on to great success in 
their careers and educations, including working 
for the Obama presidential campaign and admin-
istration, plus individual successes in music, le-
gal, professional and academic careers and much 
more.

http://www.visitnorthwestillinois.com
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On June 14, the The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals allowed President Trump’s ban on trans-
gender members of the military to stand—setting 
aside a ruling by U.S. District Judge Marsha Pech-
man, who is one of four federal judges to rule 
against Trump’s policy, Reuters reported.

The appellate court—which basically ordered 
Pechman to reconsider her decision—said Mattis’ 
policy “discriminates on the basis of transgender 
status” but was nevertheless “significantly differ-
ent” from the ban.

Trump announced the transgender ban in July 
2017, saying the military needed to focus on “de-
cisive and overwhelming victory” without being 
burdened by the “tremendous medical costs and 
disruption” of having transgender personnel. The 
following March, he backed a revised policy from 
then-Defense Secretary Jim Mattis that disquali-
fied most transgender people with a history of 
gender dysphoria from military service. Earlier 
this year, the U.S. Supreme Court, in a five-to-
four vote, erased lower-court injunctions that 
blocked the ban from going into effect.

In a statement, Lambda Legal’s Sharon Mc-
Gowan said, “With [the] decision from the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, we moved one step clos-
er to our goal:  vindication of the constitutional 

rights of transgender service members.  
“In an unanimous decision, the Ninth Cir-

cuit held that this administration’s ban targets 
transgender people, rejecting the government’s 
pretense to the contrary, and therefore must 
be analyzed using heightened judicial scrutiny, 
flatly rejecting the government’s request for 
rubber-stamp approval. It also made clear that 
the district court was entitled to evaluate this 
discriminatory policy through a full presentation 
of the facts, which we are eager to make.  

“Earlier this year, the Supreme Court rejected 
the Trump administration’s premature request for 
review precisely because it wants the lower courts 
to evaluate the constitutionality of the ban on a 
full record. This ban remains rank discrimination 
that does nothing to promote national security 
and inflicts deep harm on the transgender people 
who wish to serve and the families whom they 
support, and who support them. But we are more 
determined than ever, and eager to continue this 
fight to relegate this hateful policy to the dust-
bin of history.”

The full Reuters article is at https://www.re-
uters.com/article/us-usa-trump-transgender/
us-court-lets-trump-transgender-military-ban-
stand-orders-new-review-idUSKCN1TF1ZM.

Court lets Trump trans ban 
stand—and orders new review Erection 

Issues?
Something you  
probably don’t know...
TriMix is considered the most powerful and effective  
Erectile Dysfunction (ED) drug. Trimix is the “go-to” 
medication for men who are not responsive or unable  
to take conventional oral erection medications. 

At Man Up Medical, we customize Trimix to meet the patient’s 
specific needs. Not all Trimix is the same—there are numerous 
formulations and we will find the right medication for you.

TriMix is an easy-to-use, very small, self-injected penile 
medication. TriMix’s blend of vasodilators cause the penis to 
expand and fill with blood—you will experience longer and 
fuller erections in about 5 minutes. We guarantee you’ll have 
an erection on the first office visit— or there is no charge for 
the office visit.

Trimix Benefits
•  Safe and reliable
•  Fast-acting and long-lasting erections
•  Affordable compared to oral medications
•  Not affected by alcohol consumption

Call today for your 
private appointment.
773-305-3300

916 West Belmont Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60657    

info@manumpmedical.com 
ManUpMedical.com

Supreme Ct. declines
to decide gay 
wedding-cake case

On June 17, the U.S. Supreme Court declined 
to decide if an Oregon baker can refuse on re-
ligious grounds to design a cake for a same-sex 
wedding—a question it sidestepped last year, 
USA Today noted.

The new case involves Sweetcakes by Melissa, 
which was fined $135,000 for refusing to serve 
Rachel and Laurel Bowman-Cryer, who wanted 
a wedding cake. Melissa and Aaron Klein, who 
owned the bakery, closed the store.

Rather than hearing the case, the justices sent 
it back to a lower court to take its 2018 ruling 
(Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission) into consideration. In a seven-to-
two ruling, the Court ruled on narrow grounds 
that the commission violated Masterpiece owner 
Jack Phillips’ rights to free exercise.

Chicago House
names new CEO

Chicago House announced that its board of 
trustees has appointed Michael Herman as its 
newest CEO. His term will begin July 8. 

Herman brings nearly 20 years of executive 
management and fundraising experience in the 
nonprofit sector to his new position. Most re-
cently, he was vice president of development at 
Kohl Children’s Museum, where he led the Play 
It Forward Campaign—a $15-million fundraising 
effort to create greater access to play.

For eight years, Herman was chief development 
officer at Chicago House. He previously spent 17 
years as a priest, serving largely the Latinx com-
munity across Chicago via social activism, educa-
tion initiatives and creating access to affordable 
housing.

“It is an honor and a privilege to return to 
Chicago House,” Herman said in a statement. 
“My dedication to serving individuals living at or 
below the poverty line and providing access to 
affordable housing has remained a central focus 
throughout my career. I am humbled by the op-
portunity to make a sizable difference for Chicago 
House clients.”

Herman is a coach and board member for North-
side Chicago American Youth Soccer Organization 
and supports the Logan Square Neighborhood 
Association. He lives with his husband, Bernard 
Bartilad, and 12-year-old son in the Rogers Park 
neighborhood.

New Chicago House CEO Michael Herman. 
Photo courtesy of Chicago House

http://www.manupmedical.com
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Aurora and Woodstock are among the Chicago suburbs that staged Pride 
Parades this year.

The Aurora Pride Parade took place June 9—and the second annual 
event was able to happen because of a massive fundraising push courtesy 
of Indivisible Aurora.

Expenses, which totaled about $17,000, covered security and other un-
expected costs—and nearly quadrupled last year’s budget for the event. 

As such, Aurora Mayor Richard Irvin announced its cancellation on April 
16, after Indivisible Aurora said it could not meet the new costs. How-
ever, Indivisible Aurora Executive Director Chuck Adam mounted an on-
line fundraiser that same day—and the group raised more than $20,000.

Woodstock Pride took place on the same day at historic Woodstock 
Square. Local business leaders and politicians such as U.S. Rep. Lauren 
Underwood (D-Illinois) were present at the event.

Aurora, Woodstock
stage Pride Parades

Aurora Pride
Tim Carroll Photography

Woodstock Pride
McCarrel Photography
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Brad Lippitz has supported and contributed more 

to LGBTQ causes and candidates over the years 

than any other real estate broker in the City of 

Chicago. 

And Brad’s team happens to be in the top 10 in all 

Chicago with over $80 million sold in 2018. If you 

need to choose a real estate broker, why wouldn’t 

you choose a community leader who consistently 

gives back year after year? 

Brad looks forward to working with you!
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Brad Lippitz Group

773.404.1144 
brad@bradlippitz.com 
bradlippitz.com 
3323 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL

Looking to buy or sell your 
place? 

THE MAGIC IS  BACK®

5050 North Clark Street Chicago, Il l inois 60640
chicagomagiclounge.com

312.366.4500

http://www.chicagomagiclounge.com
http://www.bradlippitz.com
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BY MARK SEGAL
GAY LIBERATION FRONT 1969-71

That night, standing in Stonewall, I could not 
have imagined what the next few hours would do 
to change the gay and lesbian community around 
the world. I doubt anyone else could have known. 
How could we have known, on June 28, 1969, 
that we’d be participating in history?
	 It started when the lights flickered on and off, 
alerting the patrons to something imminent, 
though I had no idea what. It was my second 
month in New York, my second month walking 
Christopher Street, my second month being an 
out and proud gay. Looking over at my friend, I 
asked what was happening and he said, noncha-
lantly: “Oh, it’s just a raid.” As an 18-year-old 
new to everything, his words were frightening.  
	 The police barged in, pushing around anyone 
who was in drag or stereotypical-looking. They 
hurled insults and hurled people around. Anyone 
who looked like they were successful, anyone who 
had a few bucks, were forced to take out their 
wallets and, in the bright light, give their money 
to the cops, who slid the bills in their pockets. 
Welcome to Extortion 101. They robbed us in 
plain sight, and we had no possible recompense. 
That is how they felt about us. That’s how they 

felt they could treat us: any way they wished.
	 As this was happening, they began to clear the 
bar by carding people. To this day I don’t know 
why they were carding, since it was an illegal bar 
and drinking age didn’t matter, but that was the 
procedure. At 18 and fresh from Philadelphia, I 
looked like the boy next door. They had little use 
for me and I was one of the first to be carded and 
let out, and I was glad about that.  
	 But as I came out, I saw an obvious difference 
in what certain clientele were doing. Those with 
family ties, those with a good job, those on the 
fast track to a professional career, all ran for the 
subway as soon as they could get out that door. 
People like me, a street kid living at Sloane House 
YMCA on 34th Street, and others, who today 
you’d call trans, just stuck around. We had no-
where safe to go. Our safety was with each other, 
right there, watching what was transpiring.
	 Eventually there were more of us outside, and 
inside the bar remained only the police and em-
ployees. Those of us who stayed formed a semi 
circle around the double doors into the street. 
My memory tells me that there were between fifty 
and a hundred of us. The doors opened and the 
police shouted out a few insults and told us to 
disperse. We didn’t. They opened the door a sec-
ond time and again spewed insults and demand-

ing we disperse. We didn’t, and we this time we 
yelled insults back at them. They closed the door, 
and at that point people picked up whatever 
there was around them. Stones, discarded soda 
cans, and bottles. For the first time in history 
our community wasn’t just fighting back. We had 
imprisoned our oppressors, the police. They were 
now our prisoners.  
	 This continued for sometime, and it was awhile 
before police re-enforcement came to their res-
cue. It is my belief that the reason for the slow 
re-enforcements was the police inside that gay 
bar were so embarrassed to call their station 
house and have to tell their fellow officers: We’re 
trapped and surrounded by angry fags and dykes. 
Please save us.  
	 The fact that we had them trapped created a 
certain joy on the street. People began to run 
to other bars in the area, passersby turned their 
heads as they came around the corner.  
	 While this riot was happening, Marty Robinson, 
who had created a group called the action group, 
came up to me with chalk, and said: “Write on 
the walls and street “Tomorrow Night, Stone-
wall.” I have no idea where he got the chalk, but 
I’m thankful he got it. That chalk was a catalyst 
for much more than one night of rebelling.
	 From the river, to Greenwich, all along Chris-
topher Street, I wrote: “Tomorrow Night, Stone-
wall.”
	 People ran and screamed and laughed. It was a 
joyous evening. We were fighting off 2,000 years 
of oppression, though we didn’t realize it in that 
moment.
	 Amid the joy and the excitement, I had a light-
bulb moment. Standing across the street from 
Stonewall, watching everything around me, I 
thought to myself: “Black people are fighting for 
their lives. Women are fighting for their lives. 
Latinos are fighting for their lives. What about 
us? What about me?” It was at that point that I 

finally knew what I’d do for the rest of my life. I 
would be something that didn’t exist yet, some-
thing that didn’t have a title, something that had 
no salary: a gay activist. I didn’t know, and I 
didn’t care, how difficult it would be. All I knew 
in that moment was that I found what I was 
meant to do. 
	 I was at a riot that started a revolution, and I 
would be a part of it.
	 In the commotion, I saw a window broken. I 
didn’t see any molotov cocktails. I saw a feather 
boa being put on the statue of General Sheridan 
in Sheridan Square. I wasn’t there when anyone 
was arrested, but I was there each and every 
night that followed, along with all of us who 
would later call ourselves Gay Liberation Front.  
	 It was the members of the Gay Liberation Front 
(GLF) who wrote on the street that night, mem-
bers of GLF who stood proudly at the front doors 
of Stonewall the second night to hear Marty Rob-
inson and Martha Shelley speak, members who 
understood the changes we were demanding, not 
asking for.
	 The third and fourth nights were filled with 
organizing and a circus atmosphere that contin-
ued the entire week. We were joyous, since from 
the ashes of Stonewall came GLF—a group that 
would turn our community and the world upside-
down. Also from the third night on, leafletting 
began on Christopher Street. For the first time 
we were united, and for the first time we were a 
diversified community. 
	 Let’s make this clear: Before GLF, you didn’t 
see anyone but white men in suits and ties and 
white women in dresses representing the LGBT 
community. Those earlier organizations wouldn’t 
have anyone else as spokespeople. That is why I 
was in the Action Group. Mattachine didn’t want 
me, a youth of 18, in its office since the members 
felt they could be raided for corrupting the mor-
als of minors. And drag queens, people of color? 

Stonewall:
A personal memoir

Gay Liberation Front first demonstration three weeks after the riots (Segal on right with bag).
Photo courtesy of the New York Public Library

Cate McGuire’s life in 
Chicago was fulfilling, 

successful and nearly all she 
ever dreamed for herself. 
Big-city journalist from a 

small, rural community, she 
felt like an integral part of 
the world, a contributor to 
society. Her beautiful life 

partner was igniting change 
through the public school 
system. They were happy. 
Life was good. Cate learns 
she does not always get to 
write the story the way she 

wants it to go.
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Available on Amazon.com in paperback and on Kindle

https://tinyurl.com/y35yjcv2

Sarah’s Gate
New novel
from author

Cathy
Seabaugh



They were ignored by those groups. But we in 
GLF welcomed all. From lesbian separatists, to 
radical fairy collectives, youths, street kids and, 
yes, drag queens, they were all GLF. You may have 
heard about a couple of our members: Marsha P. 
Johnson and Sylvia Rivera; they were welcomed. 
	 GLF is the most important LGBT organization to 
have ever existed. We made more change in one 
year for this community then any other organiza-
tion since and we also were certainly the most 
dysfunctional, and we are all proud of that! That 
first year, from Stonewall to the first Gay Pride in 
1970, was pure magic, and it made our commu-
nity what it is today. It changed our lives in so 
many ways that no organization had.
	 We would no longer be invisible, we were out, 
loud, and proud of who we were and we would 
no longer accept society’s labels, we would tell 
them who we were. We were not “homosexuals.” 
We were gay men, gay women, lesbian, dykes, 
drag queens. Not only would we be open about 
who we were, we’d also be in your face to fight 
for our rights, not merely plead for them. This 
was all revolutionary, since 99.9 percent of our 
community was in the closet and in 1969, before 
GLF there were only four types of places to go. 
Illegal gay bars, cruising areas, private parties, 
and secret meetings of organizations, which were 
hidden so the police would not raid them. 
	 GLF advertised our meetings. We advertised 
that we were going to have a dance, women 
dancing with women, men dancing with men—
and not in an illegal bar, but in public. We dared 
the police to raid us, and they were afraid to. 
That was rebellious! We also publicly took back 
our street Christopher Street by leafleting every 
night and facing off against the police. We did 
legal alerts, medical alerts, notices to gather for 
our next demonstration, handouts for Gay Youth 
meetings, a hotline, the nations first trans orga-
nization, and the nation’s first LGBT Community 
Center. And if all that were not enough, we were 
the organizers and marshals for that very first 
Gay Pride in 1970, which was called Christopher 
Street Liberation Day March originally dreamed 
up by Craig Rodwell and Ellen Broidy. 

	 Stonewall was not one night—it was a year, and 
GLF was its spirit. That spirit of rebellion trans-
formed our world. Before Stonewall, less then a 
hundred out people represented us, all white men 
and white women, no diversity allowed. One year 
later at Gay Pride, people of color, trans people, 
and youth, gathered under a grassroots move-
ment that welcomed all segments of our commu-
nity, we were not 100 picketing once a year. We 
were now thousands.  
	 I wasn’t just at Stonewall, more importantly. I 
was with Gay Liberation Front.
	 Stonewall and GLF are synonymous. One night 
led to one magical year—a year that changed the 
world. 
	 Mark Segal is publisher of The Philadelphia 
Gay News and last year his personal papers 
and artifacts, including some from this article, 
were inducted into The Smithsonian Institute 
American History Museum in Washington, D.C. 
His memoir And Then I Danced, Traveling The 
Road To LGBT Equality was named book of the 
year by the National Lesbian Gay Journalist 
Association. 
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THERE’S PRIDE  
 in QUITTING, too.

1-866-784-8937
QuitYes.org

Gay-rights 
demonstration 
(Segal in beige 

sweater).
Photo courtesy 

of the New 
York Public 

Library

Mark Segal filming NBC documentary 
on Stonewall, in The Stonewall. 
Photo courtesy of Segal

http://www.quityes.org


June 19, 201918 WINDY CITY TIMESJune 19, 201918 WINDY CITY TIMES

THE READER AND WINDY CITY TIMES

Layout design by Kirk Williamson



June 19, 2019 19WINDY CITY TIMES

STROLL THROUGH LGBTQ BUTTON HISTORY
These buttons from the private collections of LGBTQ advocates Robert Castillo, Nancy Katz, and the late Marie J. Kuda 
date from the 1960s to the 2000s. Buttons have traditionally been a way for members of the community to wear their 

politics and make visual statements about the issues they care about. Walk down button memory lane with the Chicago 
Reader and Windy City Times this Pride Month.  
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BY CARRIE MAXWELL

The Legacy Project kicked off Pride month with 
a talk featuring Stonewall Inn bartender Tree 
Sequoia and LGBTQ historian and Legacy Project 
co-founder Owen Keehnen on June 5 at Side-
track. This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
the Stonewall Riots.

On June 28, 1969, Tree (he prefers that people 
use his first name only) was scheduled to be in-
terviewed for a bartending job at the Stonewall 
Inn, located on Christopher Street in New York 
City; while he was there for the interview, the 
Stonewall Riots began. What many may not know 
is that it took decades for Tree to start that job 
because the Stonewall Inn was shut down after 
the riot and did not reopen until the mid-’90s. 
(While the Stonewall Inn was not in operation, 
Tree worked at the nearby 9th Circle and the Ju-
lius bars.)

Sidetrack General Manager Brad Balof told the 
packed house, “Fifty years ago, it would have 
been illegal for this many homosexuals to gather 
in the same place,” adding that this year’s Pride 
motto for the bar is “Sidetrack Celebrates.”

Legacy Project Co-Founder/Executive Director 
Victor Salvo spoke about the need to bring LG-
BTQ history to the forefront because it has been 
redacted from textbooks and school curriculums. 
Salvo explained that, along with the Legacy Walk, 
Legacy Wall and website, he recently attended 
the first meeting to discuss the new LGBTQ-inclu-
sive middle and high school curriculum that will 
begin across Illinois in 2020. He also teased the 

Legacy Project’s upcoming music-focused event 
on Saturday, June 29, at Sidetrack.

Keehnen asked Tree, who grew up in Brooklyn, 
about his first introduction to Greenwich Village. 
Tree said when he arrived in Greenwich Village, 
the first place he went was Mama’s Chicken and 
Ribs—where he encountered a gathering of gay 
men for the first time in his life. He explained 
that going to this restaurant and then the Stone-
wall Inn (which the mafia owned) to dance was 
the way he spent many weekends.

The conversation turned to the rules gay peo-
ple had to follow when they were out at the bars 
so they could order drinks since they were not 
supposed to be served alcohol in public. Tree said 
the police would monitor the bars in Greenwich 
Village and raid them when the bar owners had 
not paid them off in a while. He explained that 
this is how he ended up being arrested more than 
a dozen times—but it would only be for a night 
because the mafia would pay everyone’s $20 fine 
so they could return to the bar the next night.

Tree said he met Sylvia Rivera, who was then 
known as a drag queen, and Marsha P. Johnson, 
whom everyone identified as a street kid, before 
the Stonewall Riots. Johnson was let into the 
Stonewall Inn when the weather was bad, even 
though she had no money, Tree said, adding that 
the riots raged all night, with Johnson showing 
up until around 2 a.m.

Keehnen asked Tree about the first night of the 
riots, including the scene inside the Stonewall 
Inn.

Tree said it was painted black—including the 

windows and doors—so no one could see inside 
the bar, among other details. He said while he 
was dancing with some other patrons they heard 
screams, and that was when he knew something 
was wrong. He explained that this raid was differ-
ent because it was the vice squad, not the regular 
police officers, and they pushed Storme DeLarv-
erie—a butch lesbian who died in 2014—against 
the wall. DeLarverie, according to Tree, started 
beating the vice officers up, which was how the 
riots started.

Continuing, Tree said a neighborhood police 
officer got him and four other people away from 
Stonewall so they would not be arrested. When 
Tree got safely outside, he and others helped 
break the lock on one of the paddy wagons so 
the bar patrons inside could escape. Tree said all 
the stores and residences on the block let paddy 
wagon escapees hide in their hallways so the vice 
officers could not re-arrest them.

Tree explained that no one knows who threw 
the rock or brick into the Stonewall Inn window. 
He said some people took a parking meter out of 
the ground and used it as a battering ram against 
the vice officers and they lit garbage cans on fire 

to throw them into the bar to burn it down with 
the police inside.

Keehnen wondered what the biggest miscon-
ceptions about the riot were and Tree said the 
things stand out that were not true—such as 
Johnson throwing the rock, that a high heel 
broke the window and that Judy Garland’s death 
had something to do with it.

In terms of when Tree knew the riots were a 
big deal, he explained that it was not until much 
later, when he was asked to give a speech at the 
United Nations on the 25th anniversary of the 
event.

Tree said he is proud to have been at the 
Stonewall Inn when the riot started and to be 
working there since it reopened. He added that 
middle and high school students now come to 
the bar on field trips to learn about the riots and 
other LGBTQ history, concluding that this means 
so much to him because he gets to share his ex-
periences with them.  

A Q&A session followed.
Note: Carrie Maxwell is also a volunteer with 

the Legacy Project.

STONEWALL AT 50

Stonewall bartender
talks about fateful 
night, dispels myths

From left: Owen Keehnen and Tree Sequoia. 
Photo courtesy of The Legacy Project

STONEWALL AT 50

NYPD apologizes 
for actions

Five decades after the historic Stonewall ri-
ots that many said launched the LGBT-rights 
movement, the New York Police Department 
(NYPD) apologized to the community for its 
role in the violence.

“The actions taken by the NYPD [at Stone-
wall] were wrong, plain and simple,” Police 
Commissioner James O’Neill said June 7 dur-

ing a Pride Month safety briefing, CNN.com 
reported.

O’Neill called the historically anti-LGBT po-
lice behavior and laws “discriminatory and 
oppressive,” and apologized on behalf of the 
department to the audience’s applause.

“To have the NYPD commissioner make these 
very explicit remarks apologizing, it’s really 
moving,” said openly gay City Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson, who had a day earlier called for 
a police apology, The New York Times noted.

However, some warned that the NYPD needs 
to supports its words with actions.

Activism meet-ups,  
personal book recommendations,  

weekly events, Kids Storytime, and more!  
There are so many reasons to support  

Chicago’s only feminist bookstore.
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BY MATT SIMONETTE

Early in gay director Nigel Finch’s 1995 sort-of 
docudrama Stonewall, the drag queen La Miranda 
(Guillermo Diaz), who’s one of the central charac-
ters, looks at the audience and says: “There’s as 
many Stonewall stories as there’s queens in New 
York. ... This is my Stonewall legend.”

Finch, who died from AIDS complications 
shortly before Stonewall’s release, turned the film 
into a pastiche of sorts. The film opens with au-
thentic documentary footage from the uprising, 
and punctuates key moments with drag queens 
like La Miranda lip-syncing musical numbers that 
provide a Greek chorus-like commentary on the 
action.

While solidly constructed, Finch’s film high-
lights a number of shortcomings with filmed 
historical drama, specifically those around how 
filmmakers can maintain accuracy while formu-
lating a story that can still engage an audience. 
The 1995 film and a subsequent Stonewall film 
released two decades later illustrate how easy it 
is for filmed dramas to leave the participants with 
the highest real-life stakes behind. 

Stonewall’s audience surrogate is Matty Dean 
(Frederick Weller), a new arrival to New York who 
is introduced both to the denizens of the Stone-

wall Inn as well as other gay New Yorkers, among 
them members of the Mattachine Society, whose 
meetings Dean attends.

While Finch acknowledges the role of drag 
queens in the uprising, it’s Dean who is needed to 
largely inspire a call for liberation among them in 
the film. To be clear on the film, the drag queen 
Bostonia (Duane Boutte) throws the first punch 
in the raid that seemingly triggered the uprising. 
But the Greenwich Villagers, it seemed, would 
have not been so impatient had Dean showed.

The film was an adaptation of sorts Martin 
Duberman’s documentary book Stonewall, and 
had the unenviable challenge of whittling down 
numerous storylines into a three-act screenplay. 
Among those interviewees Duberman consulted 
was activist Sylvia Rivera—whose role in the 
uprising has only in recent years largely been 
acknowledged. Indeed, Rivera’s visit to the draft 
board in the book is the scene Finch seemingly 
riffs on, using Dean. The late Chicago activist 
William B. Kelley was among those who read Du-
berman’s initial drafts.

The film Stonewall had relatively minor impact 
when it was released in the summer of 1995. The 
filmmakers had solid credentials when it came 
to LGBT cinema—Finch had executive produced 
Paris Is Burning, for example, and lesbian pro-
ducer Christine Vachon has made multiple pres-

tigious films before and since, most notably in 
partnership with gay director Todd Haynes. But 
contemporary viewers now might come away 
from the film feeling that the queer characters 
are short-changed. Matty Dean seems to be learn-
ing the ropes even as he educates those around 
him—those who have lived in New York City for 
years longer—how to be authentic.

If audiences were ambivalent about such 
whitewashing of history in 1995, they were en-
raged by it in 2015. That was when blockbuster 
director Roland Emmerich presented his version 
of the story, also called Stonewall.

Like Finch, Emmerich concentrated on a white, 
cisgender surrogate from the Midwest, Danny 
(Jeremy Irvine), who encounters a panoply of 
Greenwich Village characters. The film centers on 
Danny’s coming-out—his attending the Pride pa-
rade is the film’s coda, and it’s him who throws 
the first brick that launches the uprising.

Not only were critics unkind, but members of 
the public picketed some showings; a protest was 
held at a Chicago screening. Many among the 
2015 audience were all too aware of Hollywood’s 
tendency to whitewash its narratives and had 
higher expectations for its depictions of race and 
gender-identity issues. Depicting Stonewall with 
the drag queens only in the background could no 
longer cut it.

All this begs the question: Was Stonewall in 
the end an unfilmable event these filmmakers 
shouldn’t have touched? So much of Stonewall’s 
“true” history has to be uncovered by word of 
mouth, from participants whose narrations might 
be unreliable. But perhaps probing these narra-
tive and representational shortcomings have at 
least led to discussions about the uprising’s ori-
gins and the identities of several of the principal 
participants. Perhaps it also would lead to dis-
cussions of how filmmakers—even when tackling 
ostensibly universal LGBT issues—have in the 
end been uncomfortable discussing racial and 
gender-related politics.	

Fortunately, though, we don’t need the cin-
ema to offer us histories of Stonewall and the 
LGBT-rights movement. Multiple historians, such 
as John D’Emilio here in Chicago, have compiled 
comprehensive accounts of the movement, and 
our city has Gerber Hart Library & Archive among 
its resources. Furthermore, Illinois schoolchildren 
will soon have LGBT history as part of their cur-
riculum, ensuring that the collective memory of 
Stonewall will not be lost to the ages.

The full version of the article is online at 
www. WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Rewatching Stonewall
at the movies The 1995 film

Stonewall. 

http://www.theanchorstudy.org
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We remember,
we celebrate,
we believe
There is a lot of remembering, celebrating and be-
lieving going on right now.
	 The “uprising” at the Stonewall Inn 50 years ago 
represents a significant turning point in an emerging 
yet powerful movement; the merging of individual 
voices and experiences into one larger, clearer, more 
defiant and more authentic voice demanding respect 
and inclusion.
	 Among those many voices were those who were 
also brought their spiritual woundedness, a longing 
of both body and spirit to be free in an identity that 
expresses itself as both queer and as believer.
	 As we celebrate Stonewall, the convergence of a 
movement, we also celebrate the contributions and 
life-force brought to this justice work by communi-
ties of faith. 
	 There are only two currently existing LGBTQ faith-
based organizations that pre-date Stonewall: the 
Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC) and Digni-
tyUSA. 
	 These two faith-based organizations have sur-
vived, thrived and helped propel the LGBTQI-justice 
movement over 50 years in recognition of a core 
yearning and need that brought small communities 
together all over this country beginning in 1969 to 
claim and integrate peoples’ sexual and spiritual 
identities. “Yes, you can be both gay and spiritual” 
was the rallying cry.
	 DignityUSA, as a Catholic LGBTQI organization, 
brings its unique voice and presence to the party; 
emerging then maturing and now fully engaged and 
amplified. 

	 While the broader movement worked for societal 
equality and claimed its political power, small com-
munities of queer and supportive Catholics across 
America came together, driven and energized by the 
need for safety; a place to come out in sexual and 
gender identity and integrate our spirituality. These 
communities gradually evolved into the national 
voice and movement, DignityUSA
	 On July 5-7, the larger DignityUSA community, 
including Dignity/Chicago, will come together for 
our 50th-Anniversary National Conference here in 
the heartland. This will be a time for remembering, 
celebrating and believing. We will honor our past 
achievements and our prophets. We’ll solemnly rec-
ognize those who have transitioned to eternity, in-
cluding Jim Bussen who was a courageous mover of 
LGBTQ rights and dignity here in Chicago. And we 
will celebrate; we’re still here, we’re still queer and 
we’re not going away.  
	 Also, emerging global LGBTQ organization the 
Global Network of Rainbow Catholics is convening 
its third biennial Assembly here in Chicago on July 
1-3. DignityUSA will be hosting this unique gather-
ing and the delegates will have the experience of 
touring the Center on Halsted and the Legacy Walk, 
and learn about the growth and maturing of the LG-
BTQI community here in Chicago. Hopefully, these 
delegates, some of whom come from countries where 
homosexuality is still criminalized, will be inspired 
and enriched in their own efforts. The LGBTQI com-
munity of Chicago has a lot to be proud of.
	 The celebration of MCC and DignityUSA during this 
Stonewall remembrance is a reminder of the many 
diverse yet united voices and lived experiences that 
have brought us to where we are today as an extend-
ed LGBTQI community and movement. These groups’ 
tenacious insistence that LGBTQI people have the 
inherent right to be full, equal, affirmed members of 
their faith communities has helped transform mil-
lions of people of faith—straight and queer—into 
supporters and passionate advocates for equality 
and justice.
	 Over the five decades of DignityUSA and MCC’s 
ministry and witness, these two groups and LGBTQI 

movements within many other denominations have 
greatly improved the situation for queer people of 
many faiths. We have drastically reduced the likeli-
hood that being gay or transgender people will be 
condemned during sermons, seen more denomina-
tions open ordination to LGBTQI people, and have 
prompted countless faith leaders to take public 
stands on our behalf. While there are clearly still 
powerful religious voices raised in condemnation, 
more and more they are the “noisy gong” of our sa-
cred scriptures, loud but ultimately insignificant.
	 As ever-growing numbers of believers come to be-
lieve that being LGBTQI people are as morally good 
as everyone else, embrace us within our faith com-
munities, and support civil protections, the “God vs. 
gay” narrative is fading into history. As our current 
political climate reminds us, however, we must per-
sist in telling our stories and claiming our places 
within communities of faith so that the gains we 
have seen do not slip away. 
	 As DignityUSA continues to demand respect and 
inclusion in the Catholic Church, we also join with 
others in the demand for racial, economic and gen-
der justice. We stand with immigrants and refugees 
who are seeking the same freedom and safety that 
brought our small faith-based communities together 
50 years ago.
	 As we remember and celebrate, those of us who 
claim our spirituality also believe. We believe in a 
larger life-force and sacred Spirit who represents 
pure and radical love to be shared with all creation. 
And we join in partnership with all the other voic-
es and efforts towards justice to ensure the work 
continues, and the goal of equality and respect is 
reached for all. We have done this for 50 years, and 
will be faithful to this goal for as long as it takes to 
achieve. 
	 Christopher Pett is a member of Dignity/Chica-
go and President of DignityUSA, the world’s old-
est organization of Catholics working for justice, 
equality and full inclusion of LGBTQI people in 
the church and society.
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letters

Respecting elders

Dear Editor:

No one likes to talk about it, but it happens every 
day. However, this crisis remains vastly underidenti-
fied and underreported.

The Illinois Department on Aging is on pace to 
respond to more than 20,000 reports of abuse of 
adults 60 and older, and persons 18-59 with a dis-
ability this fiscal year; which ends June 30. As Amer-
icans, we believe in justice for all. Yet we fail to live 
up to this promise when we allow members of our 
society to be abused or neglected.

Abuse takes many forms that include financial ex-
ploitation, emotional abuse, passive neglect, physi-
cal abuse, willful deprivation, confinement and sex-

ual abuse; and these often occur in tandem. Victims 
are often abused by family members or other rela-
tives—and abuse, neglect and exploitation of any 
individual is an affront to human rights in Illinois 
and around the world.

We all have the right to be treated with dignity 
and respect—to feel safe and secure. Unfortunately, 
many of our most vulnerable citizens find them-
selves victims at the hands of individuals they have 
trusted.

The fact is it’s challenging for older adults to stay 
involved with and be connected to our communities 
as they age. As a result, older individuals are more 
likely to experience social isolation, which increases 
the likelihood of abuse and neglect. But it doesn’t 
have to be that way. There is help.

If you are a victim of abuse, neglect, or financial 

exploitation—or suspect that someone you know is 
a victim—call our statewide 24-hour Abuse Hotline 
at 866-800-1409. The sooner we know about the 
abuse, the sooner we can put a stop to it.

June 15 was Elder Abuse Awareness Day in Illinois. 
And to that end, I encourage all of us to educate 
ourselves on elder abuse; how we can recognize the 
signs, provide intervention and stop this abuse from 
happening. We must, as a community, work together 
to make a difference in the lives of our older adults 
living in our neighborhoods.

We owe it to our elders to respect yesterday, sup-
port today and plan for tomorrow.

Sincerely,
Paula Basta, M.Div.
Director, Illinois Department on Aging

Christopher
PETT
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BY SCOTT C. MORGAN 

Terence Alan Smith, the Detroit native behind the 
drag persona Joan Jett Blakk, is still taken aback 
that a portion of his life has been transformed 
into a world-premiere play at Steppenwolf The-
atre.
	 MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT travels back to 1992 
when the Chicago chapter of the protest group 
Queer Nation endorsed Joan Jett Blakk as the na-
tion’s first drag queen candidate for President of 
the United States. One of her campaign slogans 
was “Lick Bush in ’92.”
	 “It’s not something you would ever expect that 
somebody would do,” said Smith about the play. 
“Usually people, when this kind of thing happens, 
are dead already.”
	 But Smith and Joan Jett Blakk are still very 
much with us. Smith was just one of many lumi-
naries like Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot who were 
in attendance for the opening night performance 
of MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT earlier this month.
	 Smith also returned to Chicago this past week-
end as Joan Jett Blakk for two late-night Lookout 
Series performances in Steppenwolf’s intimate 
1700 Theatre. Blakk, along with co-host Babette, 
held court as talk show hosts and were feted by 
the MS. BLAKK cast and creative team—espe-
cially by the Academy Award-winner Tarell Alvin 
McCraney (the play’s title star and co-author) and 
Tony Award-nominee Tina Landau (the play’s di-
rector and co-author).
	 “I wasn’t ever sure that anyone got it,” said 
Smith about his political drag activism. When 

Smith as Blakk first ran for Chicago Mayor in 1991 
and then the next year as president, it was largely 
to draw attention to the LGBTQ community at the 
height of the AIDS crisis.
	 “There were so many wild things that happened 
along the way,” said Smith, remembering both 
terrifying and welcoming moments during his 
Chicago years of protest. “It’s weird how emo-
tional it is for me.”
	 For instance, Smith said it was not uncommon 
for police to remove their badges so they couldn’t 
be identified when roughing up ACT UP or Queer 
Nation protesters in mass demonstrations. But he 
also remembers kind gestures, like when Illinois 
Senator John Cullerton shared his spot in Chi-
cago’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade so Joan Jett Blakk 
could participate.
	 MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT focuses on Smith 
as Blakk trying to gain entry to the 1992 Demo-
cratic National Convention at New York’s Madison 
Square Garden. Not only does the play focus on 
Smith’s moments of self-doubt, but also the po-
tential for real violence at the hands of conven-
tion security.
	 “On the convention floor, I thought they’ll 
swoop me up and I’ll disappear,” Smith said. “But 
doing drag is very much like armor. You’re afraid, 
but you feel invincible because you are so visible. 
It was both fear and excitement.”
	 Chicago’s harsh winters are what pushed Smith 
to relocate to San Francisco in 1993. There Blakk 
joined the gay African-American performance 
group Pop Afro Homos and ran as drag candidates 
again for president and San Francisco mayor. She 

also did a live drag talk show.  
	 “I did it up until about 2000. I really haven’t 
done much drag since then,” Smith said. “I kind 
of viewed it as something that I did.”
	 Joan Jett Blakk’s ‘90s political campaigns were 
mostly noted in the LGBTQ press at the time, 
even including a mention in Alison Bechdel’s 
comic strip Dykes to Watch Out For. Joan Jett 
Blakk later received attention in books like L.M. 
Bogad’s 2007 scholarly journal Electoral Guerrilla 
Theatre: Radical Ridicule and Social Movements, 
and in the 2008 historical overview Out and 
Proud in Chicago edited by Tracy Baim (publisher 
of the Windy City Times and the Chicago Reader).
	 It was Blakk’s photo on the cover of the latter 
book that spurred Landau and McCraney to reach 
out to Smith and ask his permission to create MS. 
BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT. Smith is grateful to be re-
membered, especially when he considers that so 
many other drag performers have been forgotten.

	 “I’m really big on drag history now more than 
ever,” Smith said. “The people who were doing 
drag in the 1920s, ’30s and ’40s. My god! What 
would it have taken to go to a drag ball? We think 
that we’re brave. I think about that and all the 
unsung heroes and heroines who don’t get men-
tioned at all.”
	 In terms of contemporary drag, Smith said he 
doesn’t follow the current TV phenomenon of Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race too closely. Yet he does enjoy 
Drag Race alums Trixie Mattel and Katya Zamolod-
chikova in their online comedy show UNHhhh. 
Smith also had loads of praise for the talent and 
LGBTQ advocacy of stars like singer/songwriter/
choreographer Todrick Hall and Tony Award-win-
ner Billy Porter of Pose fame.  
	 Smith is also surprised every now and then to 
run into people who remember Joan Jett Blakk 
during her heyday of visibility and activism.
	 “The best thing about it is that people have 
said to me, ‘Because I knew about and was fol-
lowing Joan, it made my coming out easier,’” 
Smith said. “That was not a goal of mine, but 
when it does happen it’s so wonderful.”
	 And as someone who survived the worst of the 
AIDS crisis, Smith can’t help but think “about all 
of my friends who aren’t here anymore who would 
have loved [MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT].”
	 “Tarell and Tina got it. They really took this mo-
ment in history—a moment in my life—they re-
ally understood and it comes across quite well,” 
Smith said. “It’s very humbling and very flatter-
ing.”
	 MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT continues through 
Sunday, July 21, in the Upstairs Theatre of 
Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted St. Per-
formance schedule varies, but largely at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 3 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday and 2 p.m. Wednesday. 
Tickets are $20-$94. Call 312-335-1650 or 
visit steppenwolf.org.  

THEATER

Terence Alan Smith:
The real ‘MS. BLAKK’

Terence Alan Smith. 
Video stills courtesy of Leean 
Torske, Steppenwolf Theatre

Tarell Alvin McCraney as Joan 
Jett Blakk in Steppenwolf’s 
world premiere production of 
MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT.
Photo by Michael Brosilow
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JULY 20 JULY 30 AUGUST 15

140 EVENTS FROM MAY 31 THROUGH SEPT. 15 INCLUDING

AUGUST 28

AUGUST 29 SEPTEMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 12 SEPTEMBER 14

RAVINIA.ORG

TONY BENNETT
In Concert

With very special guest 
ANTONIA BENNETT

40th 
RAVINIA 
SHOW!

MELISSA 
ETHERIDGE

GEORGE 
THOROGOOD  
& THE DESTROYERS

 CSO DEBUT

OSCAR/GRAMMY WINNER

JENNIFER 
HUDSON 

WELL STRUNG
S U R P R I S E  H I T  O F  2 0 1 8

T H E  C O N C E R T
A  T R I B U T E  T O  A B B A

FIRST TIME AT RAVINIA

An Evening 
With

CHRISTINE 
E B E R SO L E

and

MICHAEL 
F E I N S T E I N

Considering   
Matthew    
Shepard 

Command Encore!

ONE OF CHICAGO TRIBUNE’S 10 BEST CONCERTS OF 2018!
“Much more than just one man’s story. In some respects, it was 
everyone’s story, a reflection on human travails and heavenly 
aspirations.”

–Howard Reich

GLITTER AND BE GAY  
WITH RAVINIA’S FIRST  
FULL PRODUCTION OF  

THE KNIGHTS, CONDUCTED BY ERIC JACOBSEN

BERNSTEIN’S

VOCALIST BRODY DOLYNIUK
& THE RAVINIA FESTIVAL

ORCHESTRA

FIRST TIME AT RAVINIA

LEAD REACH TEACH PLAY SPONSOR: FEATURED SPONSORS:

SPONSORS
HOLLY AND JOHN MADIGAN; IN HONOR OF SANDRA K. CROWN; IN MEMORY OF KEENE H. ADDINGTON II; JENNIFER W. STEANS AND JAMES P. KASTENHOLZ; THE MASS CONSORTIUM

http://www.ravinia.org
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the  music  man
MEREDITH 
WILLSON’S

BOOK, MUSIC AND LYRICS BY MEREDITH WILLSON 
BASED ON A STORY BY MEREDITH WILLSON AND FRANKLIN LACEY 

DIRECTED BY MARY ZIMMERMAN

STARTS JUNE 29

Lead Corporate Sponsor Major Corporate Sponsor

312.443.3800  | GoodmanTheatre.org
Groups of 15+ only: 312.443.3820

EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND  
THROUGH AUGUST 11

WINNER OF FIVE TONY AWARDS, 
INCLUDING BEST MUSICAL

THEATER REVIEW

The Ballad of
Lefty and Crabbe              
At: The Understudy, 4906 N. Clark St.
Authors: Ben Auxier, Brian Huther
and Seth Macchi (book);
Auxier & Huther (music & lyrics)
Tickets: UnderscoreTheatre.org; $20-$25
Runs through: July 14

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

The Ballad of Lefty and Crabbe is a bouncy, good 
natured, lickety-split new musical set around 
1927-28, when Hollywood switched to talkies but 
still made silent films as well.
	 It’s a bromance about stage comedians Lefty 
Childs (Kyle Ryan) and Crabbe Hathaway (Shea 
Pender) ,who move to movies as vaudeville is 
dying, guided by oily agent E. G. Swellington 
(incredibly fast talking Mike Ott). Breaking up 
their double act, the studio makes chubby Lefty 
a comedian (think Fatty Arbuckle) and handsome 
Crabbe a romantic lead, enhancing their bank ac-
counts but depleting their craft and friendship. 
Personally and professionally they are better to-
gether than apart. There are many parallels to 
last year’s exquisite and poignant film, Stan and 
Ollie, but Lefty and Crabbe (written before the 
film was released) moves with the speed of an 
animated cartoon and is not a serious show.
	 The clever lyrics and dialogue brim with puns 
and wordplay. Female star Lolo Carmichael (Elisa-
beth Del Toro) sings in Smile Your Way Through, 
“It takes effort to be effortless, it’s work to play 
pretend.” And Swellington intones, ‘If you don’t 
want to miss your gravy train you’d better get 
your mashed potato ticket stamped,” a droll ab-
surdity.
	 The Underscore Theatre cast of 10 enthusiasti-
cally plays in an exaggerated knockabout style, 
directed by Rusty Sneary. Leads Ryan and Pender 
have good comic chops and fine high baritone 
voices (especially Ryan) and are ably supported 
by Del Toro and Natalie Rae (as speakeasy chan-

teuse Evelyn Rose) who also are fine songsters.
	 Despite its energy and style, however, The 
Ballad of Lefty and Crabbe could be better. Dy-
ing vaudeville and early Hollywood are familiar 
tropes (consider Singin’ in the Rain, Merrily We 
Roll Along and Gypsy) and this show borrows 
conventional caricatures they’ve helped estab-
lish such as the egotistical studio chief, blonde 
female star and maniacal director. The minimal 
character development is OK for stereotypes but 
not for Lefty, Crabbe, Lolo and Evelyn who need 
fleshing out.
	 Most of the 14 songs (nimbly accompanied by 
pianist Annabelle Revak) are tuneful up tempo 
numbers, varied by one waltz and one actual bal-
lad (Lefty’s Eat Your Heart Out). Two additional 
change of pace numbers would do wonders and 
could deepen the characters, perhaps something 
romantic involving Lolo and/or Evelyn (who 
needs more to do).
	 Finally, the show teases us with snippets of 
Lefty and Crabbe’s vaudeville routines, but we 
never actually see them perform their double act. 
Someplace, somehow they gotta’ show us their 
stuff! The writers are clever enough to pull this 
off.          
	 The Understudy is Underscore Theatre’s new 
storefront home (50 pleasantly roomy seats), 
within which scenic designer Nicholas Schwartz 
has created a colorful tiny proscenium stage per-
fectly suggesting yesteryear’s small time vaude-
ville.

THEATER REVIEW

Saving the World              
Author: Marc Kelly Smith (libretto), Diana 
Lawrence (music)
At: Chicago Tap Theatre at
Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets: 773-327-5252; stage773.com; $30-
$40
Runs through: June 30

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

The literary aspects of dance get scant attention, 
but think how many dance works have characters 
and narrative lines. Someone had to write the 
scenarios for Swan Lake, Slaughter on 10th Ave-
nue, The Rite of Spring and countless others, and 
it rarely was the composer. Many distinguished 
literati have prepared librettos for dance works, 
among them Jean Cocteau who did several.
	 Mark Yonally, founder/artistic director of Chi-

cago Tap Theatre, calls such works “Story Shows” 
(his caps) and other dance troupes also use the 
term. Yonally wrote several himself before part-
nering with Chicago poet and storyteller Marc 
Kelly Smith. This world premiere of Saving the 
World is Kelly’s sixth collaboration with Chicago 
Tap Theatre.
	 The story is simple and simplistic, but no more 
so than the great ballets cited in the opening 
paragraph of this review. Idealistic June Pasteur 
(Jennifer Pfaff Yonally) creates Disaster Relief 
Control (DRC), which helps resettle folks left 
homeless by natural calamities. DRC wins inter-
national renown but has no visible means of sup-
port, so it partners with smarmy billionaire Max 
Worthington (Mark Yonally), who soon coopts 
June and the DRC. With the help of her longtime 
DRC partner (and maybe boyfriend), David Hart 
(Isaac Stauffer), June and her allies rally to take 
DRC back from Worthington.
	 The entire tale is told through Yonally’s tap 

Elisabeth Del Toro (center) with the cast in 
The Ballad of Lefty & Crabbe. 
Photo by Evan Hanover

Turn to page 31

http://www.goodmantheatre.org
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 MORE THAN  17  MILLION  STREAMS  ONLINE

 EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND!

by TOBY MARLOW and LUCY MOSS 
directed by LUCY MOSS and JAMIE ARMITAGE

“A BLAST”

“HENRY VIII’S
QUEENS ARE

WILD AND
WONDERFUL”


“ONE OF THE
MUST-SEE

SHOWS  
OF 2019”

“PURE 
ENTERTAINMENT”

CHICAGOSHAKESPEARETHEATER

MAJOR SEASON SUPPORTERSPRODUCTION  
SPONSOR

Ken  
Griffin

Ray and Judy  
McCaskey

The Harold and  
Mimi Steinberg  
Charitable Trust
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Marilynn  

Thoma

Donna  
Van Eekeren 
Foundation

Burton X. and  
Sheli Z.  

Rosenberg

Timothy R. 
 Schwertfeger and  

Gail Waller

Rhoades  
Foundation Fund  

at the Chicago Community Foundation

The Com
pany of SIX, photo by Liz Lauren  

THEATER REVIEW

Prophet$              
Playwright: Anthony Tournis
At: Factory Theater, 1623 W. Howard St.
Tickets: TheFactoryTheater.com
or 866-811-4111; $25
Runs through: July  22

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Protestant Christianity’s individualistic approach 
to its source material acknowledges a variety of 
interpretations, enabling virtually anybody to 
make a career of spreading the gospel in all its 
enigmatic diversity. Human nature being what it 
is, however, the number of self-styled prosely-
tizers motivated by greed and hypocrisy should 
come as no surprise.  
	 The ‘80s, in particular, stand out in the his-
tory of our nation as the benchmark for a virulent 
epidemic of Tartuffian humbuggery. Promoters of 
“Prosperity Theology”—the belief that physical 
health and material wealth constitute manifesta-
tion of divine favor—addressed unseen viewers 
over low-cost public access television, exhorting 
their followers to donate vast sums of money in 
support of spurious evangelistic ministries, while 
secretly using it to  subsidize their own lavish 
lifestyles. When exposed as frauds by the gov-
ernment, many of the perpetrators continued to 
conflate the spiritual and temporal, attributing 
their criminal behavior to diabolical intervention 
and pleading for the absolution granted penitent 
sinners.
	 So what do a bunch of clerical-collar crooks 
getting their comeuppance 30 years ago have 
to teach us in 2019? Don’t we all know by now 
that the old-time religion is a sham and scientific 
secularism, the one true faith?    
	 Fortunately, pin-dancing polemics about the 
route to righteousness are almost wholly absent 
from the parable recounted by Factory play-
wright Anthony Tournis, who instead employs 

the language of evangelism to endorse (however 
briefly—this is a comedy, after all) the universal 
values of honesty, kindness, respect and compas-
sion.
	 Our story begins with three (later four) un-
abashed con artists looking to get rich on the lar-
gess of gullible pilgrims seeking to buy their way 
into heaven—a plan that runs afoul of a powerful 
megachurch pastor bent on protecting his own 
money-making swindle. In a world where every-
body is self-serving, virtue lies, not in ethical 
intent, but in accountability. What distinguishes 
the “good” thieves from the bad is that the lat-
ter, when confronted by evidence of wrongdoing, 
feign remorse while refusing to admit their error, 
unlike the former, who humbly make apology and 
reparation.
	 Under the direction of Wm. Bullion, the prog-
ress of our heroes and the social commentary 
conveyed therein is illustrated in comic-book 
proportions: at one point, the corrupt Rev. Goode 
succumbs to full-blown Chick-tract rage, while a 
promo for the Church of the Prophet—as our faux 
amen-snorters baptize their pastorate—features 
tropes from the golden age of music videos, cho-
reographed by Becca Holloway and backed by a 
Dag Juhlin song so period-perfect you’ll look for 
it on youtube.com.  

THEATER REVIEW

Emma              
Author: novel by Jane Austen,
stage adaptation by Phil Timberlake
At: Lifeline Theatre Company, 6912 N. Glen-
wood Ave.
Tickets: lifelinetheatre.com or
773-761-4477; $20-$40
Runs through: July 14

BY SEAN MARGARET WAGNER

Lifeline Theatre’s Emma is charming and ridicu-
lous in the best way—but my favorite thing 
about this adaptation from author Phil Timber-
lake and director Elise Kauzlaric is how much trust 
they put in their audience. The cast and artistic 
team put on so many hats to ensure this nimble 
production doesn’t waste a second of stage time, 
you’ll have to forgive me gushing on their behalf.
	 With one successfully matched couple married, 
young Emma Woodhouse (Emma Sipora Tyler) 
considers herself the premier matchmaker for all 
the singles in her wealthy 19th-century village. 

But all of the unfounded confidence in the world 
can’t help Emma’s matches from backfiring. Her 
efforts to help Harriet Smith (Madeline Pell) mar-
ry up have led to social chaos, and her own at-
tempts to court Frank Churchill (Peter Gertas) are 
thwarted by an unwitting rival Jane Fairfax (Jeri 
Marshall). Mr. Knightly (Cory David Williamson) 
is the only man who can stop Emma’s meddling 
and help her restore mangled friendships, but he 
harbors romantic secrets of his own.
	 To portray a sprawling community of notables 
with only five actors, this Emma adopts a ‘role-
share’ program that allows anyone to pick up a 
prop or a mannerism and step into a character for 
a moment. Regardless of what sort of lady or gen-
tleman that person was in the seconds preceding, 
if an actor is handed a cane, that person stoop 
over, puts some gravel in his/her voice and be-
come Emma’s elderly father. Snap open the tines 
of a fabric fan, and the actor is a venom-dripping 
Mrs. Elton, or stand next to a rolling dress form 
and that person becomes both Ms. Bates, and 
her mother, Mrs. Bates, who can’t hear a blasted 
thing.

Hilary Sanzel, LaRose Washington and Timothy 
C. Amos in Prophet$. 
Photo by Michael Courier

Turn to page 31

http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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HEDWIG
AND
THE

ANGRY
INCH

JUNE 14 –
JULY 28, 2019

Text by
JOHN CAMERON

MITCHELL
Music and Lyrics by
STEPHEN TRASK

721 Howard St.,
Evanston

Tickets and Information:
www.theo-u.com or call
773-347-1109 weekdays

Directed by
TOMA LANGSTON

ARTEMISIATHEATRE.ORG 

MEDIA 
SPONSOR

TrACI GODfrEYBY

POWERFUL! SERIOUSLY FUNNY AND AUDACIOUS!”“
– AROUND THE TOWN

Since its off-Broadway premiere, Hedwig and the Angry 
Inch has garnered a film adaptation, four Tony Awards and 
a substantial following.
	 Initially, Toma Tavares Langston was not a fan.
	 “I didn’t get it,” the director of Theo Ubique’s produc-
tion, which runs through July 28, confessed via phone. “I 
was introduced to the movie by an ex-boyfriend, and it was 
confusing to me. I was very narrow-minded back then.”
	 After seeing the 2014 revival tour, Langston changed his 
tune.
	 “Transgender identity has always been around but didn’t 
permeate the community [in 2001] the way it has in the 
past 10 years,” he said. “With [shows like] RuPaul’s Drag 
Race, we now have that in-your-face queerness. We’re talk-
ing about gender identity now.”
	 Written by Stephen Trask and John Cameron Mitchell (the 
latter starred in the initial off-Broadway run and film), 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch was one of the first musicals 
to address gender identity. The title character, born “Han-
sel” in East Germany, suffered from a botched reassign-
ment operation that left her with an “angry inch” of flesh. 

Now a glam punk rock singer, Hedwig explores her feelings 
through music as her former lover Tommy Gnosis plays a 
nearby stadium.
	 Although the musical is almost two decades old, Langs-
ton feels its relevance has only increased.
	 “The reason I wanted to tell this story so much at this 
time, [is that] we have this nonbinary individual trying to 
navigate the world of love in a binary society,” he said. “I 
want people to really see the struggle. Hopefully it will 
give them the ability to be more compassionate to those 
who are struggling with their identity and its complexi-
ties.”
	 Langston also gave the production Chicago flavor.
	 “We set the show where Tommy is playing Wrigley Field 
and Hedwig is in Evanston,” Langston said. “We’ve added 
some language to make it site-specific to Chicago, and 
there are a lot of references I think people will enjoy.”
	 Although Hedwig is usually staged as a concert, with an 
onstage band and Hedwig’s gender-bending backup musi-
cian Yitzhak the only other visible characters, Langston 
took the concept further.
	 “My treatment of Hedwig is more like a memory play,” he 
explained. “I was dying to explore the idea that everything 
is in Hedwig’s head. And we still have Hedwig and Yitzhak, 
but you’ll also get to meet Tommy [and other characters], 
who are played by backup singers and understudies. I was 
always confused about the Tommy character, and I read 
online that other people are as well, so I thought it would 
help if we saw different actors. You’ll get a little treat.”
	 Hedwig’s title character must showcase a spectacular vo-
cal and emotional range while strutting around in high 
heels, heavy wigs and tight outfits. (Theo Ubique even 
held a special audition for trans and nonbinary perform-

ers.) Langston is enthusiastic about his leading player.
	 “As a director, you never really know what you want un-
til you see it,” he said. “Luckily, Will walked right in the 
door.” Will Lidke, Theo Ubique’s Hedwig, recently played 
Snoopy in Drury Lane Theatre’s You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown and won critical acclaim for his Seymour in last 
fall’s Little Shop of Horrors, also at Drury Lane.
	 “He sounds like Freddie Mercury,” Langston said. “His 
voice is so rich and you want to watch him all night. A 
lot of young kids come in and don’t know how to use their 
instruments, [but] I was blown away by Will’s level of tal-
ent.”
	 During the rehearsal process, Langston called upon his 
musical childhood.
	 “I grew up in a house that was all music: gospel, blues, 
contemporary,” he said. “And I’m a huge fan of ‘70s rock 
like Iggy Pop and Lou Reed. The action in the play repre-
sents the struggle of identity, and glam punk rock music 
has always given the space to explore masculinity and 
femininity, and how we can blur them.
	 “I think this show really speaks to the rock and roll lan-

guage because the songs really move the narrative along,” 
Langston continued. “The music in the beginning is very 
folky soft rock, something kids would find pleasant to hear. 
Then we go into teenage music, hardcore and ‘I don’t know 
who I am. Why are you expecting this from me?’ Then it’s 
jazzy, much more adult and established. By the end of the 
play, you’re going to feel like you’re at a rock concert.” He 
added, “You grow up with Hedwig as the music changes.”
	 Langston directs with an eye toward spectators. “I al-
ways approach a show as if I’m in the audience,” he said. 
“If I were sitting there watching, what would I enjoy and 
what do I need to get from this?” He hopes Theo Ubique’s 
production will attract both die-hard Hedwig fans and 
those who aren’t as familiar. “Gender identity can be very 
complex, and I want the show to explain more of it and 
make it more digestible for the audience.”
	 Langston was nominated for a Jeff Award for directing 
last year’s world premiere of The Light at The New Colony. 
Though Hedwig is a decidedly different show, he wants this 
production to spark discussion and action.
	 “When I did The Light, we wanted to make sure we were 
telling a story that people didn’t forget when they got 
to their car,” he said. “I’m hoping the same thing with 
Hedwig, that all people–straight, gay, whatever their back-
grounds–walk out of the theater more open to the needs 
of others and be a little more respectful, even if they don’t 
understand something.
	 “Be more compassionate to each other, that’s all.”
	 Hedwig and the Angry Inch plays Thursdays through 
Sundays through July 28 at Theo Ubique’s Howard Street 
Theatre, 721 Howard St., Evanston. For tickets, call 773-
347-1109 or visit theo-u.org.

Toma Langston. 
Photo by Kris 
Krajewski

THEATER

‘Hedwig’ director
talks compassion,
gender and music
BY LAUREN EMILY WHALEN  

Hedwig and the Angry Inch. 
Photo by Austin D. Oie

http://artemisiatheatre.org/plays/
http://www.theo-u.com
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A WORLD PREMIERE  
celebrating 20 years of 

ABOUT FACE YOUTH THEATRE!

20/20
CREATED BY THE ABOUT FACE YOUTH THEATRE ENSEMBLE

DIRECTED BY MEGAN CARNEY & DONNY ACOSTA

JULY 12 - 28
HOOVER-LEPPEN THEATRE
@ CENTER ON HALSTED, 3656 N HALSTED

JOIN US FOR AN EXHILARATING DIVE INTO RECENT QUEER 
HISTORY LED BY CHICAGO’S FIERCEST YOUTH ENSEMBLE.
Immersed in a timeless club atmosphere, 20/20 explores the resilience 
of chosen families, the generational impact of AIDS, and the evolution of 
gender. Inspired by true stories from today’s youth, program alumni, and 
master storytellers, this performance and all-ages party draws powerful 
lessons from the past to envision a vibrant, affirming future for queer lives.

Tickets are $20 or Pay What You Can

GET ADVANCE TICKETS NOW AT:

ABOUTFACETHEATRE.ORG

http://www.aboutfacetheatre.org
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THEATER REVIEW

MS. BLAKK FOR
PRESIDENT              
Playwrights: Tina Landau and 
Tarell Alvin McCraney
At: Steppenwolf Upstairs Theatre,
1650 N. Halsted St.
Tickets: 312-335-1650 or
Steppenwolf.org; $20-$94
Run through: July 14

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

The past roars to the present in Steppenwolf The-
atre’s world premiere of MS. BLAKK FOR PRESI-
DENT. Co-authored by ensemble members Tina 
Landau (who also directs) and Tarell Alvin Mc-
Craney (who also stars in the title role), this rau-
cously out and proud play vividly shines an theat-
rical spotlight on a lesser-known piece of LGBTQ 
U.S. history to defiantly speak to our own times.
	 In 1992, the Chicago-based African-American 
drag queen Joan Jett Blakk (aka Terence Smith) 
publicly announced a run for U.S. president. Al-
though many would write it off as an attention-
grabbing stunt akin to that era’s protests by ACT 
UP and Queer Nation, it was a big deal to Blakk 
and her shoestring staff—especially as they all 
tried to appear on the floor of the Democratic 
National Convention, then held in New York.
	 That’s the basic plot of MS. BLAKK FOR PRESI-
DENT, but Landau and McCraney expand the whole 
experience into other theatrical realms. One min-

ute you’re part of a performance art happening 
(complete with installation pieces in the lobby) 
or at a drag/dance revue. The next minute, you’re 
attending an impassioned protest rally led by 
Blakk lambasting Republican indifference to mi-
nority communities dealing with AIDS and pov-
erty.
	 Through it all is a wonderfully irreverent queer 
camp comic sensibility. The laughs lighten the 
dramatic flashes of peril at the hands of police, 
while also enlivening other debates on censor-
ship and inner turmoil on self-doubt.
	 The whole cast gets across the anger and exu-
berance of the era. Patrick Andrews, Molly Bren-
nan and Jon Hudoson Odom are great as bicker-
ing activists, while Daniel Kyri is endearing as JJ, 
a limber loved one who is dragged along for the 
ride. The very flexible Sawyer Smith gets to float 
on and off as many fantasy characters in Toni-

Leslie James’ fabulous costumes (many would be 
the envy of any RuPaul’s Drag Race contestant).
	 Landau and her production team create a free-
wheeling and rough-around-the-edges event that 
is steeped in history (take time to look at all the 
period fliers recreated by set designer David Zinn 
and marvel at projection designer Rasean Davon-
te Jonhnson’s curated videos). Yet the show is 
also very much about today, and Heather Gilbert’s 
sometimes confrontational lighting design forces 
the audience and onstage artists to take a serious 
look at themselves.
	 With MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT, it’s clear that 
Landau and McCraney don’t want audiences to 
forget earlier activists who fell and fought the 
good fight for more LGBTQ equality. And as Mc-
Craney’s galvanizing title performance attests, we 
need noisy risk-takers to forge a path for others 
to follow.

Tarell Alvin McCraney and Patrick 
Andrews in Steppenwolf’s world 

premiere production of 
MS. BLAKK FOR PRESIDENT. 
Photo by Michael Brosilow

A PLAY BY
STEVEN LEVENSON
(DEAR EVAN HANSEN)

DIRECTED BY 
DEVON DE MAYO

NOW–JULY 7
GET TIX: 773.871.3000 or VICTORYGARDENS.ORG

A powerful tale of a family and 
a culture at odds with itself.

IF I 
FORGET

“One of the top 25 shows to see this summer”
                                                      —Chicago Tribune

A new musical about one love, two men and four decades.

Tickets at nowandthenmusical.com or TheaterMania.com

Story and 
Book by 
Ronnie 
Larsen

PLAYING JULY 12 - AUGUST 11
Pride Arts Center, 4139 N. Broadway

OPENING WEEK - 50% DISCOUNT CODE: “NOW”

Music and 
Lyrics by 
Dennis 

Manning

Chicago PrideFest
set for June 22-23  
	 The weekend before the 2019 Chicago Pride 
Parade makes its way through Boystown, the 
Chicago PrideFest will start the celebration.
	 Chicago PrideFest will take place June 22-
23, 11 a.m.-10 p.m., at Halsted Street and 
Waveland Avenue. Approximately 100,000 
people are expected to attend, celebrating 
LGBTQ life, culture and community. The fes-
tival features live music by popular artists, 
three stages, food and drink, 100+ arts/craft 
and merchant vendors, DJs and dancing, drag 
shows, pet parade, sponsor booths and more.
	 Among the acts slated to perform are 
LeAnn Rimes, Ultra Nate, Adam Barta, Inaya 
Day, Sixteen Candles, the Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus and more.
	 See https://www.chicagoevents.com/
events/chicagopridefest/.

Ultra Nate. 
Photo by 
Karl Giant

http://www.nowandthenmusical.com
http://www.victorygardens.org
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  BUY YOUR TICKETS, HENNY!

	 La Havana Madrid, Teatro Vista @ The Den, ex-
tended through 30 June—Last two weeks to see 
this thrice-remounted musical about Chicago’s 
Latinx history, presented in the hottest perform-
ing arts multiplex in town. Arriba! MSB
	 Four Places, The Den, through June 30—Ag-
ing children and parents struggle to reconcile 
past grievances, even though the matriarch (Meg 
Thalken steals the show) is the most toxic harri-
dan since Violet Weston in August, Osage County. 
MSB
	 Queen of Mist, Firebrand at The Den, through 
July 6—In 1901 Annie Edson Taylor shot Niagara 
Falls in a barrel and lived. Michael John LaChiu-
sa’s musically challenging storytelling is brilliant-
ly realized by Firebrand and Barbara Robertson as 
Taylor. JA
	 For Services Rendered, Griffin at The Den, 
through July 6—It’s a rare chance to see W. 
Somerset Maugham’s 1932 drama attacking Brit-
ish indifference to its WWI veterans and civilians 
whose futures the war altered. Particularly well 
acted by the women. JA

—By Mary Shen Barnidge 
and Jonathan Abarbanel

CRITICS’PICKS

c

On Sunday June 23, Free Street Theater will 
mark its 50th anniversary—very few Chicago 
theaters are older—by performing a play in ev-
ery Chicago ward in just one day! 50 IN 50 will 
spread the Free Street Theater’s unique brand 
of joy (and urban socio-political commentary) 
far and wide across Chicago’s neighborhoods as 
10 performing teams each presents a different 
piece in five wards. Performance times will be 10 a.m. as well as 12, 2, 4 and 6 p.m. Performances 
are FREE and outdoors unless it rains. Free Street Theater always has been Chicago’s most inclusive 
troupe, a tribute to founder Patrick Henry who died in 1989. The current chief is writer/director 
Coya Paz, co-founder of Teatro Luna and Proyecto Latina. 
	 Photo of the cast of Meet Juan(ita) Doe, one of the plays in 50 IN 50, by Joe Mazza/Brave 
Lux	

SPOTLIGHTe choreography and original music—sometimes 
lilting, sometimes driving—composed by Diana 
Lawrence (also musical director) and played on 
keyboards (with a good deal of sampling), cello 
and bass guitar. They’ve worked with director 
Raphael Schwartzman on the staging, in which 
Smith himself provides bits of wry narration.
	 Yonally’s engaging choreography runs through 
every possible dance combination from numerous 
solos through duets (even a pas de deux for June 
and David), trios, quartets on up to full company 
(12 dancers) unison. There’s even a brief com-
pany kick-line. Yonally’s patterns are relatively 
simple—circles, lines, v-formation and two lines/
groups facing each other—but entirely effective 
in communicating the gist of each situation. For 
instance, the ensemble dances the natural disas-
ters before assuming positions as victims, and it’s 
clear when they are a tornado, a wave or a hur-
ricane.
	 For reasons that are arbitrary, Smith’s libretto 
includes a danced version of a computer game, 
Pong Ping, played three times by different peo-
ple. The third match, a duet by ensemble dancers 
Sterling Harris and Case Prime, is notably athletic 
and dazzling. The Pong Ping sequences also show 
off Jeffrey Bivens’ fun projections. Of course, Yo-
nally saves several excellent bits for himself—
song and dances minus the song—clicking his 
heels in snazzy two-tone Oxford tap shoes.
	 Saving the World runs 90 minutes and is easy to 
take, easy to like—and is family-friendly.

REVIEW from page 26

	 Director Elise Kauzlaric has done an amazing 
service to this sweet show.  The “role-share” 
style of performance is not only inherently fun, 
but it showcases actors in ways they might never 
be seen in more traditional stagings. Where else 
could we ever see performer Jeri Marshall shine 
as both the reserved and secretive Jane Fairfax, 
and as Emma’s concerned/doddering father? How 
else could we know that actor Peter Gertas is 
equally well-equipped to play the consummate 

romantic reject Mr. Elton and his own eventual 
wife, Mrs. Elton?  The standout for me was Mad-
eline Pell, who makes each role she steps into so 
distinct, I wouldn’t mind  a production of Emma 
with her magically spliced into every role.
	 The production goes by with such perfect man-
ners, that when real emotional depths appear, 
it’s truly affecting to watch them unfold. Emma 
Sipora Tyler, as Emma, and Cory David Williamson, 
as Mr. Knightly, deliver a knockout culminating 
scene that is so genuine, you may catch some 
feelings of your own.

REVIEW from page 27
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BY JERRY NUNN  

Singer LeAnn Rimes career took off at the tender 
age of 13 years old with a Bill Mack song called 
“Blue.” After reaching number one on the country 
album chart, she eventually moved toward pop 
music and the songs “How Do I Live” and “Can’t 
Fight the Moonlight” kept her on the radio with a 
career selling more than 44 million albums. 
	 Last year, she released re-recorded versions of 

these past hits along with “Borrowed” featuring 
the iconic Stevie Nicks. 
	 This year, in honor of Record Store Dat, she 
dropped a live album titled Rimes: Live at Gruene 
Hall. 
	 Rimes most recently started working with The 
Trevor Project, an organization that provides ser-
vices for crisis intervention and suicide preven-
tion for LGBT youth. 
	 Windy City Times: How have you been, 

LeAnn?
	 LeAnn Rimes: I’ve been great! Glad it’s summer-
time, going to start recording a new album, still 
touring, family is good.
	 WCT: The last time you were with the Chicago 
LGBT community was at Roscoe’s. Will this be 
a similar appearance?
	 LR: Well, if the gods shine down on me, then it 
will be that spectacular.
	 WCT: Are you bringing backup dancers and a 
full band to PrideFest?  
	 LR: This time around, it will be just me.
	 WCT: At Joe’s in Chicago, you sat down and 
just captivated the audience. Are you planning 
a quiet moment like that or is that difficult 
with a street festival?  	
	 LR: Intimacy—a connection is what I want to 
bring to every show whether we are in a theatre 
or for an outside festival. I approach every show 
from that place, to create a bond between the 

audiences heart and my heart, that’s my goal. 
	 WCT: What advice would you give a young 
star starting out in the music business?
	 LR: I would tell them what I would tell my 
13-year-old self, take a deep breath and take in 
each and every moment and appreciate every mo-
ment life gifts you. 
	 WCT: Are you bringing [husband Eddie Cib-
rian] with you?
	 LR: I am not sure. He will probably come if he 
isn’t shooting or it will depend if we have the 
boys, but I always love having him and the kids 
with me on the road when they can! 
	 WCT: Do you really watch the movie Love Ac-
tually every year together?
	 LR: We actually do watch that movie together 
every year. It’s one of the things he promised me 
when we got married. [Laughs] It is my favorite 
holiday movie.
	 WCT: What music are you working on?
	 LR: I can’t say too much, but I am heading back 
into the studio in June and this record is going to 
be really different, really powerful. I am excited!
	 WCT: Do you have a song in your catalogue 
that reminds you of the gay community?
	 LR: “Love is Love is Love” from my album Rem-
nants and “What I Cannot Change” from my al-
bum Family. 
	 WCT: Are you coming to Lollapalooza this 
year?
	 LR: I’m not making it to Lollapalooza this year. 
I had so much fun with [founder] Perry [Farrell] 
and it was such an incredible experience to be 
there.  
	 WCT: Didn’t you get a tattoo at Lolla that 
time you were there?	
	 LR: Yes, I did. Speaking of new tattoos, I have 
been mulling around in my brain about a new 
one.
	 WCT: What are your future plans for the rest 
of 2019?
	 LR: I’m working on the new album, touring, va-
cations, the sky’s the limit!
	 Rimes headlines at PrideFest Sunday, June 
23, at 9 p.m. at the Papa John’s North Stage.

LeAnn Rimes. 
PR photo

MUSIC

LeAnn Rimes 
goes from 
‘Blue’ to a 
rainbow

Drag Seed’ cast
announced  
	 Hell in a Handbag Productionshas 
announced casting for its world 
premiere of The Drag Seed—an un-
authorized parody of the 1956 psy-
chological horror-thriller film The 
Bad Seed, inspired by our changing 
times, written by Artistic Director 
David Cerda and directed by Cheryl 
Snodgrass.
	 The cast includes ensemble mem-
bers Kristopher Bottrall, David 
Cerda, Sydney Genco, Ed Jones and 
Elizabeth Lesinski, with Kelly An-
chors and Tyler Anthony Smith.
	 The production will run July 
5-Aiug. 25 at Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. 
Clark St. Tickets are at dragseed.
brownpapertickets.com or 800-
838-3006. The Drag Seed’s Kristopher Bottrall. 

Photo by Brandon Shade

http://www.ac2live.com
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(800) 592-9058 - AquafestCruises.com
2021: African Safari Jan 5-15, 2021 - Japan Cruise April 14-23, 2021

11-Night India Land Tour 
Abercrombie & Kent 
March 7-18, 2020 

with a post Mumbai option

7-Night Machu Picchu Tour
Abercrombie & Kent
May 23-30, 2020
From $3999pp

From $4599pp

with post tour Amazon Cruise option

7-Night Amadeus Provence
River Cruise from Lyon  
July 9-16, 2020 
From $2594pp

with a pre- 3 night Paris option

LGBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

10-Night
Egypt Luxury Tour & Nile Cruise 

w/Pre-Jordan/Holy Land Tour option
October 2-13, 2020

From $3499pp

http://www.aquafestcruises.com
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courtesy of PRIDEChicago
50th Annual Chicago Pride Parade

Sun., June 30
For changes or updates: www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org • 

PrideChgo@aol.com • 773-348-8243

PARADE INFORMATION

HONORARY GRAND MARSHAL

The “Indivisible” group, the Aurora Pride organizers who coordinated 
the first Chicago-area suburban Pride Parade in history last year, and 
worked hard, with community help and support, to secure their second 
parade this year after they initially had to cancel it due to an increase in 
their city fees. The second annual Aurora Pride Parade is scheduled for 
June 9. For more information: www.aurorapride.org 

ORGANIZATIONAL GRAND MARSHAL
MAYOR LORI LIGHTFOOT 
Mayor Lightfoot’s bio is well known to the public who, in record 
numbers, voted for her in the mayoral election. Her background and vast 
experience in both federal positions and local positions with previous 
administrations is also part of the public record. Mayor  Lightfoot will 
be marching near the front of the parade (directly behind the front banner 
and color guard carried by the Scout troops) as did her predecessors, 
Mayor Daley and Mayor Emanuel. She is the first open lesbian mayor in 
the city’s history.

Photo by Vern Hester for Windy City Times

YOUTH GRAND MARSHAL
MOLLY PINTA 
Youth Grand Marshal is a 12-year-old middle school student who lobbied 
to have a Pride Parade in her hometown, Buffalo Grove, and came out 
as a lesbian to her parents, friends, teachers and world-at-large. Molly is 
the result and a shining example of the hard work and sacrifices made by 
those generations of activists who for 50 years have toiled before—and 
leading up to Stonewall. 
Molly attended last year’s 
Aurora Pride Parade and 
decided to plan for a 
parade in Buffalo Grove. 
She and her family have 
long been advocates for 
social justice in her town. 
Molly is also a longtime 
actor, singer and dancer. 
She has aspirations to be 
a teacher like her parents 
and to continue running 
their new nonprofit, The 
Pinta Pride Project, to 
keep Pride coming to 
Buffalo Grove every 
year and to support other 
young people in bringing 
their own events.

Photo courtesy of Carolyn Pinta



June 19, 2019 35WINDY CITY TIMES

JIM FLINT 
Community activist, best known as the owner of the Baton Show Lounge. 
Jim’s involvement in local Democratic Party politics; on fundraising during 
the AIDS crisis in the 1980s; his involvement in the sports community (he 
was a founding member of the Windy City Athletic Association) and his many 
other awards and accomplishments are best spelled out in the Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame web site: www.GLHallofFame.org 

PRIDEChicago 
2019 GRAND MARSHALS

LEGACY GRAND MARSHALS

Photo by Hal Baim for 
Windy City Times

JOEL HALL 
Community activist who was founder of the Joel Hall Dancers in 1974. 
He has been a composer, teacher, adviser and so many other things in 
his life. His community 
involvement, list of 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , 
creations and awards 
over the past 40+ years 
are are so long and 
inspiring that we refer 
readers to joelhall.org to 
see the life’s work of this 
accomplished individual 
who more than deserves 
to be called a Legacy 
Grand Marshal. For 
more information: www.
GLHallofFame.org and 
the more updated: www.
joelhall.org

Photo by Hal Baim

MARGE SUMMIT 
Community activist, best known as the owner of the former His ‘n Hers 
bar. Marge has contributed time, energy and resources to numerous 
community organizations over the years, including pre-Stonewall’s 
Mattachine Midwest, PFLAG, produced and appeared in several 
educational LGBTQ+ video projects and initiated the “Gay$” project 
that pointed out the spending power of the LGBTQ+ communities. 
But she is best known as owner of the the former His ‘n Hers bar 
that brought LGBTQ+ womyn and men and our Allies together for 
entertainment, good food and camaraderie. For more information: www.
GLHallofFame.org

Photo by Tracy Baim for Windy City Times
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courtesy of PRIDEChicago
50th Annual Chicago Pride Parade

Sun., June 30
For changes or updates: www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org • 

PrideChgo@aol.com • 773-348-8243

PARADE INFORMATION

DATE: Sunday, June 30

TIME: 12 Noon

STARTS at: Broadway & Montrose.

LINE UP: North Broadway (both the east 
and the west curb lanes, from Montrose to 
Wilson); West Montrose (both the north 
and south curb lanes from Broadway to 
Clark); Sunnyside Ave. from Broadway to 
North Sheridan Rd. and North Sheridan Rd., 
between Montrose and Wilson.

ROUTE: Step off from the Broadway/
Montrose corner, proceeding south on 
Broadway; then south on Halsted; then east 
on Belmont; then south on Broadway; then 
east on Diversey to Cannon Drive.

CONTENT & DESCRIPTION:
The parade will feature 150 registered 
entries, including floats, decorated vehicles, 
performance groups, a marching band and 
walking contingents.
	 The entries represent community 
organizations, businesses, governmental 
officials and individual community 
members. Crowd estimates each year are in 
the hundreds of thousands. So the plans are 
to line the parade route with barricades on 
both sides of the street from beginning to 
the end of the parade route. Spectators will 
be required to remain behind the barricades. 
(Only parade registrants traveling down the 
middle of the street, police officers, other city 

officials, security staff, parade marshals and 
credentialed media reps will be allowed in the 
street). In recent years, the City of Chicago 
has required that several large city parades, 
including the Pride Parade, line their parade 
routes with barricades at our own expense. 
Police officers and parade marshals will be 
stationed at various points on the street in 
front of the barricades along the parade route.
	 Police officers will also be in the 
area surrounding the parade. In addition, 
PRIDEChicago (parade coordinators) are 
providing a security team to supplement the 
police presence along and surrounding the 
parade route.

$1000 FINE FOR PUBLIC ALCOHOL 
CONSUMPTION:
The parade will have more security and a 
tighter rein on public alcohol consumption. In 
addition to the large number of police officers 
who staff the event, PRIDEChicago (parade 
coordinators) are providing a security team 
to supplement the police presence. Penalties 
include, but are not limited to, $1000+ tickets 
being issued and/or the immediate disposal 
of open containers of alcohol into trash 
receptacles.
	 Public urination is also grounds to receive 
a ticket. 

PARADE DAY HEALTH/SAFETY: 
Bring plenty of bottled water, sunscreen and 
a hat or other head covering, and dress lightly 
because parade day is usually hot and sunny.

STREET CLOSURES: (on parade day, 
Sunday, June 30) include:
ASSEMBLY AREA: Tentative time: 10:30 
a.m.

PARADE ROUTE: Rolling closing times. 
Cross streets will close as the parade travels 
south down the route. The parade starts at 
12 Noon at the Broadway/Montrose corner 
proceeding south on Broadway; then south 
on Halsted; then east on Belmont; then 
south on Broadway; then east on Diversey 
to Cannon Drive. For updates: www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

NO PARKING: Both the Assembly Area 
and Parade Route (listed above) will be 
posted with temporary signs indicating “NO 
PARKING ON SUNDAY JUNE 30, 2019, 
FROM 5:00 am TO 8:00 pm. - Both sides 
of the street, unless otherwise indicated.” 
Due to the volume of vehicles involved, the 
issuing of parking violation, citations, and 
towing will start at 5 a.m. promptly.
Montrose Ave. - Greenview Ave. to Hazel 
St.
Broadway - Leland Ave. to Grace St.
Sunnyside Ave. - Broadway to North 
Sheridan Rd.
Halsted St.* - Grace St. to to Belmont Ave.
Belmont Ave. - Racine Ave. to Broadway
Broadway - Melrose Ave. to Diversey Pkwy.
Diversey Pkwy. - Broadway to Cannon Dr. 
(Sheridan)
Cannon Dr. - Diversey Pkwy. to Fullerton 
Pkwy.
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Addison St. - 736 W. Addison St. to 
Sheffield Ave.
Waveland Ave. - Halsted St. to Broadway
Grace St. - Halsted St. to Fremont St.
Clifton - Montrose Ave. to Sunnyside Ave.
N. Sheridan Rd. - Sunnyside Ave. to Buena 
Ave.
Buena Ave. - Sheridan Rd. to Broadway
Wellington Ave. - Clark St. to Sheffield Ave.
N. Sheridan Rd. - Montrose Ave. to Wilson.
	 * Please note that parking on Halsted 
and Belmont will be restricted until 4 a.m. 
Monday, July 1
    For updates and corrections: www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

TOWING: Begins at 5 am. Due to the 
volume of vehicles involved, the issuing of 
parking violation citations and towing will 
start at 5 am - Promptly. For updates: www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

CROSS STREETS: Rolling closing times. 
Cross streets will close as the parade travels 
south down the route. After stepping off at 
Noon, the parade will take approximately 
two and one-half hours to finish crossing 
the Broadway & Montrose corner. After this 
time, the floats will still be winding their way 
to the end of the parade route at Diversey 
& Sheridan. This year there will NOT be 
a Buffer Zone on Halsted Street after the 
parade ends. Police will work to re-open the 
streets to vehicular traffic as soon as cleaning 
crews are finished and the streets will not 
remain open to foot traffic. For updates: 
www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: From the 
Red Line: Wilson, Sheridan, Addison or 
Belmont all provide access via a short walk 
to the parade route.

PLEASE NOTE: The Belmont station (and 

the surrounding area) tends to become the 
most crowded, so you are encouraged to 
consider watching the parade from the other 
parts of the route, including areas toward the 
start of the route—such as Broadway, south 
of Montrose—which are served by both the 
nearby Wilson and Sheridan stations on the 
Red Line. In addition, a number of lakefront 
bus routes including the 146 and 151 provide 
convenient access from the north, the Gold 
Coast/North Michigan Ave. and downtown 
to areas east of the parade route.
	 Extra service will be provided on the 
‘L’ on parade day to accommodate the large 
numbers of people who attend the parade. 
Due to the increase of local traffic and a 
number of bus reroutes, potential parade 
spectators are advised to make use of the L 
or the various bus routes.

BUS REROUTES:
8 Halsted, 22 Clark, 36 Broadway, 76 
Diversey, 77 Belmont, 78 Montrose, 151 
Sheridan, 152 Addison.
	 Also see CTA web site or call them for 
updated information concerning the train 
and bus routes. CTA: 1-312-836-7000 www.
transitchicago.com
	 Other information on public 
transportation: 1-312-322-6777 www.
metrarail.com. For updates: www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

PEDESTRIAN CROSS-OVER 
STREETS: 
For updates: www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
There will be at least nine cross-over streets:
Montrose Ave. at Broadway
Irving Park Rd. at Broadway
Grace St. at Halsted St.
Addison St. at Halsted St.
Roscoe St. at Halsted St.
Wellington Ave. at Broadway

Aldine St. at Halsted St.
Cornelia Ave. at Halsted St.
Oakdale Ave. at Broadway

At each corner of the streets listed above 
there will be police officers assigned to assist 
pedestrians to cross the parade route. For 
updates: www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

NEEDS AND SPECIAL NEEDS:
1. Portable Restrooms - are stationed along 
both the parade line-up street and the parade 
route. Included at several locations are 
restrooms for the physically challenged.
2. Physically Challenged Area/Wheel chair 
Accessible Area/Seniors - for people who 
need or want more space: the sidewalks of 
W. Diversey Pkwy. (near 600 W. Diversey). 
Traditionally this area of the parade route 
has fewer spectators than other sections of 
the parade route. Spectators in these areas 
generally arrive there early on parade morning 
to secure their viewing spots. Included there 
are restrooms for the physically challenged.
3. Seniors (outdoor) - The area mentioned 
above in #2 (600 W. Diversey sidewalks) is 
a designated OUTDOOR area for seniors. 
Spectators in this area generally arrive there 
early on parade morning to secure their 
viewing spots. Included there are restrooms 
for the physically challenged.
4. Cooling Busses:
Halsted, south of Belmont; Addison, west of 
Halsted; Belmont, east of Broadway; Wilton, 
north of Belmont
5. Chicago Fire Department First 
Aid Stations: For updates: www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
901 W. Addison St.; 765 W. Roscoe St.; 
3165 N. Halsted St.; 561 W. Surf St.: 802 W. 
Roscoe St.

For changes or updates after this 
publication went to press:

www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
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Presented by 

I n support of  

       I n partn ersh i p with

The following organizations
with 25% of sales

Sunday, June 23, 2019

1pm to 9pm

with Marz Community Brewing Co

3630 S Iron St

PRIDE BLOCK PARTY

Wheelchair accessible

ChicagoReader.com/pride

All ages $10

Free parking

of Pride

50 years 

organizations
 and LGBTQ+ artists 

Featuring Chicago

Rain or shine!

Inside venue in case of rain

Food, drinks, merch and more!

http://www.chicagoreader.com/pride
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KILL MOVE PARADISE
TIMELINE THEATRE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020 
OR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2020 

CHICAGO PREMIERE

SCHOOL GIRLS; 
OR THE AFRICAN MEAN GIRLS PLAY
GOODMAN THEATRE
FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020

THE OFF-BROADWAY SMASH SENSATION

AMERICAN MARIACHI
GOODMAN THEATRE
FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2020   

A BIG-HEARTED MUSICAL PLAY

AMERICAN IDIOT
AMERICAN BLUES THEATER
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020

GREEN DAY’S HIT CONCEPT ALBUM ONSTAGE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
CALL 312.392.2934
EMAIL theaterseries@chicagoreader.com

ONLY $350
VISIT

chicagoreader.com/theaterseries
FOR AN ORDER FORM

SHOWS, LOCATIONS, DATES/TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
NO REQUESTS FOR ALTERNATE DATES WILL BE GUARANTEED.

NO REFUNDS FOR MISSED SHOWS.

FOR ALL 9 SHOWS!
RECEPTIONS BEFORE MOST SHOWS!

INTO THE WOODS
WRITERS THEATRE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2019 

SONDHEIM’S MAGICAL & 

SUBVERSIVE FAIRY TALE MUSICAL

TINY BEAUTIFUL 
THINGS
VICTORY GARDENS THEATER
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2019 

BASED ON THE COLUMN OF BEST-SELLING 

AUTHOR CHERYL STRAYED (“WILD”)

SUNSET BOULEVARD
PORCHLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2019  

STARRING HOLLIS RESNIK AS NORMA DESMOND

LINDIWE
STEPPENWOLF THEATRE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2019 

FEATURING LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO

SHOW TBA
ABOUT FACE THEATRE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020 
OR FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2020  

WORLD PREMIERE

SUBSCR IBE  TO  CH I C AGO ’ S
HOT TEST  THEATER  S ER I ES !

SPONSORED BY 
WHOLE FOODS MARKET LAKEVIEW

http://www.chicagoreader.com/theatreseries
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All the colors of the rainbow at Pridefest Milwaukee. 
Ken Brown Photography

30
under
THIRTY

WINDY CITY TIMES’
20th annual

awards

Wed
June 26

Polo Cafe
3322 S. Morgan St.
Reception: 5:30pm
Program: 6-7:30pm

Admission: Free
Windy City Times is proud to welcome these co-sponsors:

Pridefest Milwaukee
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Saturday, August 17, 2019

6:00pm Performance 
followed by Gala Celebration

Auditorium Theatre

F E A T U R E D  C O M P A N I E S  
Chicago Dance Crash
Chicago Human Rhythm Project
Ensemble Español Spanish Dance Theater
Giordano Dance Chicago
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
The Joffrey Ballet
Randy Duncan
Robyn Mineko Williams

B E N E F I C I A R I E S   
The Dancers Fund
AIDS Foundation of Chicago

GALA CELEBRATION 
WITH SUMMER BITES
August 17 following performance
Hilton Chicago

PERFORMANCE TICKETS  Starting at $15
GALA TICKETS  $300 & $650

To purchase tickets, visit
ChicagoDancersUnited.org 
or call 312.341.2300
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http://www.chicagodancersunited.org
http://www.lipsua.com
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Attendees were greeted with a variety of options 
at the annual Andersonville Midsommarfest on 
the weekend of June 7-9.
	 Midsommarfest is a street festival running 
down Clark Street between Catalpa and Foster av-
enues. ( The Andersonville Chamber of Commerce 
presents the event. )
	 Combining musicians, vendors, food and Swed-
ish traditions, Andersonville Midsommarfest 
featured more than 75 merchants and artisans, 
such as Degenerate Art, Brain Fruit and Alma 
Deco. Nonprofit organizations such as the Human 
Rights Campaign, Proud to Run and Equality Il-
linois had booths. Just for Dogs and Urban Pooch 
booths covered animals’ needs for shoppers, and 
restaurants sold delicious bites in tents in front 
of their brick-and-mortar establishments ( e.g., 
Hamburger Mary’s, Andies Restaurant and Reza’s 
Andersonville ).
	 A $10 donation was requested at all entrances 
to the festival to support the programming and 
events for the surrounding community. Sponsors 
included the Swedish American Museum, Fifth 
Third Bank and Alamo Shoes, among many others.

	 Popular local cover bands like Catfight and 16 
Candles headlined the North Stage, while drag 
shows and Broadway star Anthony Rapp high-
lighted the Balmoral Pride Stage over the week-
end. Five stages throughout the festival brought 
entertainment and a VIP area was offered once 
again at the North Stage—complete with elevat-
ed viewing, a private bathroom and discounted 
beer.
	 Family activities were encouraged at the street 
fest, with a special family stage area and ac-
tivities throughout the weekend such as face-
painting for kids. A drag-queen story hour, a 
sing-a-long Merry Music Makers presentation and 
an Orange Shoe Personal Fitness Orange Show for 
children were all part of the fun.
	 Visitors were encouraged to shop locally and 
were offered a free beer ticket after presenting 
a receipt of $30 or more from surrounding busi-
nesses over the weekend.
	 Visit Andersonville.org for information about 
the festival.
	 Text and photos by Jerry Nunn

Midsommarfest encourages 
attendees to shop locally
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	 “Gay liberation? I ain’t against it. It’s just that 
there’s nothing in it for me!”—Bette Davis
  Picture it—Dallas, sometime in the late ‘90s. 
A lithe, energetic, naturally blond Billy was ca-
vorting in Dallas’ Oak Lawn gayborhood. After 
winning an amateur strip contest at Big Daddy’s 
(I believe one of the prizes was an hour or so 
with porn superstar Karl Thomas), I found myself 
next door at JR’s. I took a shine to a bartender 
named Scott and spent the rest of the week with 
him—a pleasant enough time, except I had to 
repeatedly explain that there was only so much 
I could do with his penis, which just happened 
to be shaped like, well, like the unnatural part of 
Captain Hook’s anatomy. Frankly, it wasn’t worth 
getting carpal tunnel over.
	 This stroll down Memory Lane is apropos of a 
news story that the manager of JR’s Bar & Grill 
was fired after refusing to serve a transgender 
woman. Unlike my Dallas encounters of yore, 
this one was captured on video, which led to the 
termination. The owner stated, “While our em-
ployees take every measure to ensure the safety 
of both staff and patrons, any actions that are 
deemed contra to our beliefs and values as a 
company will not be tolerated. After reviewing 
the situation and gathering statements from the 
parties involved, the company has chosen to ter-
minate the employee in question effective im-
mediately.” I do hope my dear Scott is no longer 
in the picture. I’m sure in the past 20 years, he’s 
moved on. He’s probably a plumber. After all, he 
already had the snake.
	 A former member of the Indiana House of 
Representatives has attacked Mayor Pete But-
tigieg for possibly being “too gay.” Don Boys’ 
post, called “Pete, Since You Brought It Up, How 
‘Gay’ Are You?,” says that for Buttigieg to be a 
legitimate candidate for president, he must first 
denounce both fisting and rimming. Is that in the 
job description? ‘Cause I’m curious what Trump 
has denounced. (Water sports spring to mind.)
	 Boys went further by stating, “Voters should 
know that a homosexual president may not live 
to finish his term.” I’ve got news for him—a few 
heterosexual presidents didn’t finish THEIR terms! 
Boys continues, “Moreover, 70 percent of homo-
sexuals admit to having at least one STD plus 
they are infected with other contagious diseases 
such as tuberculosis, pneumonia, etc. About 20 
percent of homosexual men are infected with HIV 
and about half of them do not know it. Don’t 
voters have a right, even an obligation, to know 
a candidate’s health status since the candidate’s 
health is always an issue? Is a homosexual candi-
date an exception? If so, why?” While I certainly 
cannot speak for the candidates, I’d venture to 
guess that Mayor Pete will allow an STD screening 
if Donald does. Although, Trump may get a bit 
too excited at the thought of Pete peeing!
  I went to several Pride-related events in Hol-
lywood, including a book signing for Frank 
DeCaro’s encyclopedic volume, Drag: Combing 

Through the Big Wigs of Show Business. What an 
entertaining and informative book—certainly a 
“must” for anyone reading this column. Why, it is 
simply staggering the amount of information you 
learn. In addition to the current drag divas, I was 
interested in reading about the people who paved 
the way—because, we all know that without drag 
queens, we’d have no Stonewall. The event I went 
to at Barnes & Noble at The Grove was stand-
ing room only and featured the grand dame of 
Los Angeles drag, Momma. On the dais we had 
Bruce Vilanch (who apparently is the go-to when 
it comes to writing material for men in drag on 
television), Alaska Thunderfuck, and the reigning 
Best in Drag, Reba Ariba. The panel discussion 
was fascinating (I’ll link to it on BillyMasters.
com) and special celebs like Jack Plotnick, Me-
lissa Peterman, Tom Lenk, Drew Droege, Carolyn 
Hennesy, and others made it truly a celebration. 
Go out and buy Frank’s book NOW!
	 Do you remember Bicentennial Moments? They 
were little PSAs that ran on network TV. I don’t re-
member exactly when—I believe it was sometime 
in the mid-’70s. Anyhoo, here’s your Gay Pride 
moment. Didya know actor Michael Gross—yes, 
Michael J. Fox’s dad on Family Ties—made his 
Broadway debut in the original production of 
Bent? And in drag? Gross was also at DeCaro’s 
book signing, and we had a long conversation 
about him getting the role of Greta. The story is 
included in Frank’s book.
  Let me take a moment to applaud The View for 
their LGBTQ+ Pride Month FYI. Each day in June, 
we learn about notable members of our communi-
ty—just like they do during Black History Month. 
The more you know...
  Lily, Dolly and Jane still plan on reuniting for 
a 9 to 5 sequel. Last week, Dolly told CNN’s Robin 
Meade, “We’ve got two scripts and we’re waiting 
for the last rewrite. So as soon as we all sign off 

on that, I’d say in the next few months we’ll be in 
production.” A few months ago, Jane Fonda said 
the same thing. “Right now, Dolly, Lily and I are 
all intending to be in it.” Fingers crossed.
	 Could it be that a network star is itching to 
come out? So say people in the know who tell 
me that the campy, coy cutie planned to say he’s 
family once he left a certain professional obliga-
tion behind. Since that has been delayed about 
a year, he’s biding his time. What hasn’t changed 
are plans for Halloween 2019 in West Hollywood, 
which will be a very big night for him and his 
buddies. After all, he’ll be out ... and legal.
	 When it doesn’t take a genius to solve a blind 
item, it’s definitely time to end another column. 
For something a bit more titillating, check out 
www.BillyMasters.com—the site that could lead 
to hysteria and horniness. If you have a ques-
tion, send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.com 
and I promise to get back to you before I book a 
flight back to Dallas! Until next time, remember: 
One man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

Mayor Pete Buttigieg (left, with husband 
Chasten) has been requested to do something 
... different.  
Photo courtesy of Mike Kuby

T H E  L E G A C Y  P R O J E C T  A N D  S I D E T R A C K  C E L E B R AT E

Music of the Revolution
50th Anniversary

Saturday, June 29 / 5 - 9 p.m.

������������������������������������
���
���������	�

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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The restaurants profiled this week are considered 
two of the hottest new spots in the city—but do 
they live up to the hype?
	 Cebu (2211 W. North Ave.; https://cebuchicago.
com/) is one of the very few authentic Filipino 
restaurants in Chicago. (The spot is named after a 
southern province of the Philippines, and reflects 
more of a Chinese influence.)
	 Drinks are inventive. The Weng Weng 
incorporates cognac, vodka, rum, tequila, Scotch 
and rye along with grenadine and juices. And the 
Average Joe is anything but, with its heady mix 
of citrus vodka, persimmon liqueur, passionfruit 
syrup, fresh lime and pineapple juice.
	 If your idea of exotic food is shrimp-fried rice, 
this might not be the right place. However, for 
the adventurous, there are rewards.
	 The egg rolls (lumpia) were as good as any 
I’ve had, and the chicken adobo (chicken thighs 
marinated in soy, vinegar, peppercorn, garlic, 
lemon juice and coconut milk) may not have 
looked like much, but it was very tasty. However, 
the paksiw (pork lechon) sliders were merely 
okay—and we found the Cebu lechon belly 
(divided into layers of well-cooked meat, pork fat 

and crispy skin) both wonderful and frustrating. 
(Thankfully, a large knife was provided, although 
knives are not part of the usual cutlery at Cebu, 
reflecting tradition.) 
	 Regarding desserts, my friend and I were split. 
She preferred the calamassi tart—but I absolutely 
love the halo-halo, a compendium of Filipino 
tastes and flavors that was worth the price of 
admission alone, as they say. There’s no question 
that the Tans (who own Cebu) know their way 
around Filipino cuisine—and this place warrants 
(re)visiting.
	 One other thing: This place might actually 
might want to look into a dance area. The music 
was energetic enough to make you want to work 
off that halo halo.

Rooh
	 And then there’s Rooh (736 W. Randolph St.; 
https://www.roohchicago.com), a progressive 
Indian spot in the trendy Restaurant Row. Rooh, 
with its location and cool decor, will surely draw 
the crowds.

	 My friend (who happens to be Indian, and 
who has been with me to a lot of spots) was 
impressed with Rooh—right down to the menu, 
which is on the most luxurious paper ever. 
Cocktails are divided into several categories, 
including pungent and astringent (!)—but were 
pretty appealing.   
	 Appetizers and entrees looked promising (with 
the top half of items on the area of the print 
menu devoted to vegetarian dishes). And, indeed, 
we enjoyed several of the items. For example, the 
green pea-and-goat cheese kulcha (flatbread) 
was absolutely delicious, as well as the butter 
chicken and the avocado-and-edamame papdi 
chaat.  
	 However, as polished as Rooh looked, there 
were multiple signs that it’s the new kid on 
the block. Some dishes misfired, such as the 
shamefully dry duck shami kebab. Also, on at 
least two separate occasions, the wrong items 
were brought to our table—and my friend almost 
accepted an incorrect drink on one occasion 
because we waited so long for our actual orders. 
(Our server was friendly enough, and there are 
obviously some things he couldn’t control—but 
it even took him a while to break a $20 bill and, 
even then, he brought 20 one-dollar bills.)
	 Also, take it as a sign that (at least when I 
looked on the website) there are no prices next 
to the items online. Entrees cost anywhere from 
$20 to $36 each—but, with the jackfruit fritters, 
for example, there were only three small items for 
$24.
	 So, I’d (marginally) recommend Rooh. However, 
you may want to give the spot a couple weeks to 
get its act together.
	 Note: Restaurant profiles/events are based 
on invitations arranged from restaurants and/
or firms.

the DISHthe DISH
Dining Guide in

WINDY CITY TIMES

SAVOR 
Cebu; Rooh
BY ANDREW DAVIS

Cebu’s halo-halo.
PR photo
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NAME
“It’s a twist

on ‘a regular girl,’
and it’s a little bit of

toilet humor, too. I love what
‘irregular’ can mean—different,

special, odd. I try to do performances that 
stand out and I wanted my name to reflect 

that!”
FIRST DRAG PERFORMANCE

“I started doing drag around two years ago. 
I was living in New York and I went out 

with a lot of people that were connected 
to the queer scene. I noticed that a bunch 
of drag queens got bottle service and free 
drinks and I said to myself, ‘Well, I want 

free drinks!’ So I bought a $10 wig, some 
cheap makeup and I haven’t looked back 

since. Drag obviously means a lot more to 
me now—it’s a place to express and explore 

my gender (I identify as a trans woman). My 
first performance was to ‘MANiCURE’ by Lady 

Gaga for a cycle of Crash Landing. It was a 
hot mess, but I had a blast.”

DRAG INSPIRATION
“My biggest inspirations are other fabulous 

queens from Chicago—I look to Bambi 
Banks-Coulee, Chamilla Foxx, Lila Star and 

Lucy Stoole—people who have a whole 
image and brand, and who have

high-energy performances. Outside of 
Chicago, Envy Peru, Queef Latina, Miss Toto, 

and a bunch of other girls inspire me.”
  GO-TO NUMBER TO SLAY A CROWD 

“Lately, my favorite number to do has been 
either ‘Unlock It’ by Charli XCX or ‘Drops of 

Jupiter’ by Train.” 
FUN FACT

“I’ve made a deliberate move away from 
doing only comedy numbers, and trying to 

rebrand to be a little sexier. Irregular is 
an all-around angel and she pulls sexy as 

quickly as she can pull a gag.”
WHERE CAN WE CATCH YOU

Every first Wednesday: Disney Sing Along at 
Scarlet

Every second and fourth Wednesday: Regina’s 
Bebidas, and then DURO at Berlin

Every 3rd Friday: FKA at Burlington
Every third Wednesday: Reggie’s Roundup at 

the Hideout 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Instagram: @imirregulargirl 

Photo by Guys and Queens
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New Madge, who dis?: Madame X release party.
Joseph Stevens Photography

SIDETRACK
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ADVERTISE HERE Want to advertise your product, ser-
vice, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, conve-
nient service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our 
online section for free. To place an ad, contact Terri 
at 773-871-7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymedia-
group.com, or go to our website http://www.windy-
citymediagroup.com/placeaclassified.php.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HUGE MULTI-FAMILY RUMMAGE SALE JUNE 23 Fur-
niture, homegoods, art clothing, games, more. BMO 
Harris parking lot at 2196 N. Elston. Come shop - save 
all the dogs! 100% proceeds going to One Tail at a 
Time. (6/19/19 -1)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT ORGANIZING AND CLEANING SERVICES: 
especially for people who need an organizing service 
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental 
challenges or other causes for your home’s clutter, 
disorganization, dysfunction, etc. We can organize for 
the downsizing of your current possessions to more 
easily move into a smaller home. With your help, we 
can help to organize your move. We can organize 
and clean for the deceased in lieu of having the be-
reaved needing to do the preparation to sell or rent 
the deceased’s home. We are absolutely not judgmen-
tal; we’ve seen and done “worse” than your job as-
signment. With your help, can we please help you? 
Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. www.
ChestnutCleaning.com (11/25/20-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ARE YOU GOING THROUGH A DIFFICULT TIME?  
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., LCPC. Northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com / 

www.BlandTherapy.com (9/26/19-52)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
WE MAKE HOLES IN DRYWALL GO AWAY. We also do 
Remodeling, Bathrooms, Carpentry, Tile Backsplashes, 
Painting. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, 
One-year Warranty. Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 
847-328-3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com  
(4/24/19-60) 
 
LEGAL SERVICES

INSURANCE PIANO LESSONS
PIANO WITHOUT STRESS! Who says it’s harder to 
learn music as an adult? You just need someone to 
show you how. I’ve been helping adults play piano 
since 1991. myron@myronsilberstein.com www.
myronsilberstein.com (6/26/19-4)

SPIRITUALITY
DIGNITY/CHICAGO Supporting LGBTQIA Catholics, 
their committed relationships, families, friends 
+ allies. Mass Sunday at 5pm, 3344 N Broadway, 
Chicago. Visit www.dignity-chicago.org for more 
info. (10/30/19-13)

CLASSIFIEDS

Savings vary by product line & state. Subject to terms, conditions & availability.  Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate 
Property and Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd. Northbrook, IL 60062. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Co.

Do ask. Do tell.

3322 N HALSTED ST.
CHICAGO, IL 60657
cschoenbach@allstate.com

CHAR SCHOENBACH
773-525-3030

25
51

15

With me, you have nothing to hide.
I’m here to help you and your partner get the protection 
you need for less. Bundle coverage for your car with your 
boat, motorcycle or more and save. Call me today.

THREE BEDROOM APT FOR RENT
Large 3-bedroom, vintage apartment, large rooms, in 
a secure, small building. Large backyard with summer 
furniture provided. Three (3) blocks from the Logan 
Square Blue Line subway (“el”) station and bus turn 
around. HEAT INCLUDED. Available June 1st and July 
1st. For showings, please call Bill: 773-472-9431.  
$1995/month divided by 3 tenants. $1800/month 
for 2 tenants. Check it out. (6/26/19-3)

REAL ESTATE

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887
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Wed., June 19
2019 Trans Ice Cream Social Trans com-

munity socializing on the rooftop deck. 
Music from Lakeside Pride. Complimen-
tary ice cream. Free.   5:30pm - 7:30pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chi-
cago  http://community.centeronhal-
sted.org/transicecreamsocial?erid=995
3039&trid=3414edf0-a7d2-47d9-a86d-
7e657022d1ba

Robert W. Fieseler author Tinderbox: 
The Untold Story of the Up Stairs 
Lounge Fire and the Rise of Gay Lib-
eration Reconstructs the 1973 fire that 
devastated New Orleans’ subterranean 
gay community. Buried for decades, 
the Up Stairs Lounge tragedy has only 
recently emerged as a catalyzing event 
of the gay-liberation movement. Author 
in conversation with Owen Keehnen  
7:00pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Thursday, June 20
Film/discussion: Dear Fredy True story 

of Fredy Hirsch, an openly gay Jewish 
athlete who brought hope, comfort, and 
inspiration to thousands of children and 
young people during the Holocaust. 
Post screening discussion on Upstand-
ers within the LGBTQ+ community. Free 
with museum entry. Reserve you spot.   
6:30pm - 8:30pm   Illinois Holocaust 
Museum & Education Center  9603 Woods 
Dr. Skokie, IL 60077  http://18161.
blackbaudhosting.com/18161/page.as

px?pid=213&tab=2&txobjid=f2adfe5b-
6628-466b-a616-32a92892938d

e nina jay performance and signing 
Black lesbian poet in live performance, 
book signing with special guests song-
stress Nikki Patin and emcee Kru Maek-
do. $15/$40 with book. Advance tickets 
strongly recommended  7:00pm - 9:00pm   
Mary’s Attic  5400 N Clark Chicago  
http://bricksbloodwater.bpt.me/

Darius Bost, author Evidence of Being: 
The Black Gay Cultural Renaissance 
and the Politics of Violence Washing-
ton, D.C.’s, gay Black community in the 
1980s, ravaged by AIDS, the crack epi-
demic, and a series of unsolved murders, 
seemingly abandoned by the govern-
ment and mainstream culture.   7 p.m.   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 
N Clark St.;  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com

Friday, June 21
The Breakers Annual Pride Party Friends, 

family, refre3shments, entertainment. 
Free parking. RSVP by phone  2:00pm - 
3:30pm   The Breakers, Showroom, 3rd 
floor, 5333 N. Sheridan Rd.  773-878-
6039  http://www.seniorlifestyle.com

Tony Bennett headlines his 40th Ra-
vinia Concert Legendary interpreter 
of American Popular Song. Pavilion 
$146./$135.00. Lawn $49. Gates 5  
8:30pm   Ravinia Festival  418 Sheridian 
Road Highland Park, IL 60035  Tickets: 
http://www.ravinia.org

Summer Solstice Comedy Spectacular 
Unity Park Advisory Council offers a free 
event featuring Jess Martinez, VIctoria 
Fombelle, Liz Getty, Audrey Jones and 
Janice Rodriguez. More at facebook.
com/UnityParkAC   9:00pm   Unity Park, 
2636 N Kimball  http://www.unitypark-
chicago.org

Saturday, June 22
Chicago Pride Fest 2019 Two-day street 

event with live music on the three stag-
es, food and drinks, over 100 craft ven-
dors, dancing, pet parade, drag shows. 
Concludes June 23. $10  11:00am - 
10:00pm   Boystown on Halsted Street 
from Addison to Grace St.  http://
northalsted.com/pridefest/

Out of the Closets and into the Streets: 

Power, Pride & Resistance in Chicago’s 
Gay Liberation Movement Exhibit con-
tinues through Sept. 19, free. Check site 
for hours.   10:00am - 4:00pm   Gerber 
Hart Library and Archives  6500 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.gerberhart.org

Cradles to Crayons Proud Families and 
Allies Proud Families and Allies welcome 
LGBTQ families to experience Cradles to 
Crayons, providing service and everyday 
essentials to local children in need. Food 
and mimosas.   10:00am - 12:00am   The 
Giving Factory, 4141 W. George  http://
www.cradlestocrayons.org/

Queer Womyn + Allies Beach Fun Hang 
on the beach in a womyn-forward LG-
BTQ+ space. 10 a.m. walkers walk and 
runners run. 11 a.m. beach fun. Feel free 
to arrive early to claim and set up space 
and drop off food. Volleyball and bring 
games like cornhole, frisbees. Find Queer 
Womyn + Allies Beach Fun on Facebook   
10:00am   Kathy Osterman Beach

Sunday, June 23
United Airlines Drag Queen Brunch 

Brunch, drinks, epic performances from 
Elektra Del Rio, Veronica Pop, Kim Pass-
able   10:00am - 12:30pm   The River 
Kitchen and Bar 2909 N Sheffield Ave.  
Tickets: http://exclusives.mileageplus.
com/Listing/Details/6141216

Reader Pride Party Marz Community Brew-
ing Co. LGBTQ+ artistd and organiza-
tions. All ages. $10  1:00pm - 9:00pm   
Marz, 3630 S. Iron St.  http://Chicago-
Reader.com/pride

Tuesday, June 25
City of Chicago Salute to LGBTQ Veter-

ans Speaker Tatyana Moaton, Howard 
Brown Diversity and Inclusion Service 
Co-coordinator and transgender vet-
eran. The event is hosted each year by 

the American Veterans for Equal Rights 
( AVER ) Chicago Chapter and the Chi-
cago Commission on Human Relations. 
Questions can be directed to Jim Darby 
at jamesdarby@aol.com or 773-752-
0058. Free. Public is encouraged to at-
tend.   12:00pm   Daley Center Plaza  50 
W Washington St Chicago  http://www.
facebook.com/AVERChicagoChapter/

Two Fridas film screening Maria de Me-
deiros (Pulp Fiction) plays Judith Fer-
reto, Frida Kahlo’s personal nurse during 
Frida’s final years, in this surreal biopic 
where past and present, memory and the 
imagination meld in one continuous rev-
erie.   6:00pm   Instituto Cervantes  31 
W Ohio Chicago  http://latinocultural-
center.org/programs/the-reel-film-club/

Wed., June 26
30 Under 30 Awards Windy City Times 

marks Pride Month by honoring thirty 
people under 30 for substantial contri-
butions to the Chicagoland LGBT commu-
nity, in entertainment, politics, health, 
activism, academics, sports or others. 
5:30 p.m. reception before program. 
Questions to Windy City Times Manag-
ing Editor Matt Simonette at matt.sim-
onette@gmail.com   6:00pm - 7:30pm   
Polo Cafe and Catering, 3322 S. Morgan 
St. 

C. Heike Schotten, author Queer Terror 
Critique of U.S. settler-colonial empire 
that draws on political, queer, and criti-
cal indigenous theory to situate Bush’s 
either/or moralism and reframe the con-
cept of terrorism.   7:00pm   Women & 
Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com 
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JAY PRIDE

Lesbian poet e nina jay will 
perform at Mary’s Attic, 

5400 N. Clark St.
Photo by Liz Baudler

Thursday, June 20
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312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330
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Ehrlich Dental
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

• Licensed Sedation Dentistry

• Check Out Our Reviews Online

3118 N. Sheffield Ave.
Chicago, IL
(773) 935-0300
www.EhrlichDental.com

Serving Lakeview & Beyond! 

“A great dental experience...“
“ I have never felt more at ease in a doctor’s offi ce...”  
Over 150 patients have reviewed our work and awarded us a 99.4% positive patient rating! 
Read reviews for yourself at www.demandforce.com/dentist/ehrlichdental

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD PC, General & Cosmetic Dentistry

3118 N. Sheffi eld Ave. Suite 1N, Lakeview, Chicago, Illinois  60657

EDUCATION  BA: University of Chicago, DMD: Tufts University, GPR: Rush University

Lakeview neighborhood of Chicago
Call 773-935-0300
www.ehrlichdental.com

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD

Counseling and Therapy 
thejunipercenter.com 
847.759.9110 
info@thejunipercenter.com 

Park Ridge · Oak Park · Chicago · Northfield · Barrington

25
80

18

© 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Hector Cerda
773-782-6300

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

Clark Hill is a multidisciplinary, national law fi rm that 
draws on our attorneys’ industry and policy knowledge, 
our deeply held shared values, and a global network of 
premier fi rms and advisors to provide innovative legal 
solutions and client-service excellence worldwide.

312.985.5938  |  rkoenig@clarkhill.com

PROBATE

TRUSTS

GUARDIANSHIP

ESTATE PLANNING

ELDER LAW

“Dr. Plawer was warm, welcoming and 
respectful of my preferences (including 

pronouns). She made me feel comfortable so 
that I could share my concerns and questions.” 

— from a patient 

DR. MIRIAH PLAWER, 
Board Certified OB-GYN

Evanston and Glenview offices    
www.mcwhc.com

847-869-3300

FREE Estimates • NO MONEY Down! • EASY Financing
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED — IL ROOFING LIC. #104.013526

SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING • BRICKWORK 
773.384.6300

More than 30,000 satisfied customers  
have trusted Second City with their  
Roofing & Tuckpointing—for over 40 years.

Alan Sanchez, CPA, P.C. 
Accounting Services 

Tax Consultation/Preparation 

3418 North Sheffield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657-8589 

Telephone 773-871-1256 
www.alansanchezcpa.com
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IMAGE CREDIT: FRONT | Nick Cave in collaboration with Bob Faust | Spring Awakening (detail) | 2019

FOR TICKETS VISIT:
 wrightwood659.org

659 Wrightwood | Chicago

THROUGH AUGUST 3
JOIN THE CONVERSATION

#Wrightwood659 | #AboutFace | #QueerArt | #LGBTQ

“These often visceral works will directly 
challenge the viewer to confront what it 

has meant to be L, G, B, T or Q and to 
make art from that perspective.”

– Steve Johnson, Chicago Tribune

About Face: Stonewall, Revolt and 
New Queer Art is made possible by 

support from Alphawood Exhibitions.

http://www.wrightwood659.org



