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LGBT Chicagoans
weather pandemic’s
economic storm

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Millions of U.S. residents will face uncertain fi-
nancial futures as the coronavirus pandemic
unfolds. Nearly 3.3 million people filed new un-
employment claims the week of March 23, while
economic activity has ground to a virtual halt in
many, if not most, business sectors.

Thousands of LGBT Chicagoans will be sharing
the burden of the financial pain, with circum-
stances that range from simply having no extra
income coming in from side gigs to not being
able to pay rent or put food on the table at all.

Chicagoan Jeff Martin has for many years been
a server in a Lincoln Park Italian restaurant. He'd
recently found a second job—a temporary posi-
tion he said was just about to be made perma-
nent—catering meetings for a large architectural
firm downtown.

But then the severity of the pandemic became
readily apparent in the United States—at least
to those beyond public-health stakeholders—in
late winter. The architectural firm had no longer
had meetings that required catering, so Martin
was let go.

“At the restaurant, were only now allowed to
do takeout,” Martin noted. The mandate to close
restaurants to dine-in business was handed down
by Gov. JB Pritzker in an effort to reinforce so-

Jeff Martin.
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cial-distancing practices that health officials be-
lieve will be key to alleviating the impact from
coronavirus.

Nevertheless, the state directive has hit Martin
in his wallet. He credited his restaurant’s owners
with extreme generosity; besides retaining him
to work their takeout business, they are paying
him a manager’s wage and extended him a loan
to tide him over.

“I hated doing that,” Martin said of accepting
the loan, adding that he’s fearful of how he’ll be
able to pay it back; his hours are scaled back.
Family and friends kicked in to help with his car
payment, and provided a gift card for groceries.

“If it weren’t for them, I don’t know what I'd
do,” Martin said. He applied for unemployment,
but he is unlikely to receive any payments for
several weeks.

There are thousands of other area residents in
Martin’s position. The U.S. job market had been
robust in recent years but a large number of jobs
were part of the service industry, which came
with both person-to-person contact, now verbo-
ten, and minimal, if any, financial safety nets for
someone who can't go in for their job.

Yoga therapist per erez began to privately fear
that the pandemic might take its toll on the
country when he saw reports of medical catas-
trophes in China and Italy. “I kind of suspected
that this was the direction that this was going to
go in,” he said.

erez knew that his business—a large part of
part of which is close contact with clients who
have serious medical issues—would not be sus-
tainable, at least in the short term.

“I closed down all my clients, and have been
attempting to go online” to sustain the business,
erez added. But even taking his work virtual has
not been without its costs; erez still has to pay
for insurance, as well as equipment to produce
higher-grade online video.

“If you're running a business online, you're still
running a business, so you still have costs,” he
said.

Schiller Park resident Justin Torres had worked
for 35 years in the restaurant industry. He was
fired from his position managing three suburban
restaurants on March 13.

“I went from watching over three restaurants
to sitting and watching Hulu all day,” Torres said.
He added that his family’s income is now a third
of what it was previously, and put out a missive
on his Facebook wall asking his friends if they
needed help with household repairs.

“But the kindness of strangers can only take
you so far,” he added.

Chicagoan Steve Hickson lost his executive as-
sistant’s position last fall. He began looking for
a new job immediately after, and figured that he
wouldn’t need long to search.
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“I'm a Cancer and I was raised by Depression-
era parents,” Hickson said. “I had money saved
for this possibility.”

He had some promising leads, but those busi-
nesses’ recruiting and hiring processes slowed
through the holidays and January. Hickson had

Advocates: LGBTQs
face additional
complications

in pandemic

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Members of the LGBT community face addition-
al healthcare challenges as they contend with
the 2020 coronavirus pandemic, according to
national LGBTQ-health advocates and officials
speaking in a March 25 webinar.

Those challenges are especially pronounced
for transgender community members and per-
sons with HIV, said various participants in the
call, which was sponsored by the National Co-
alition for LGBT Health. But organizations are
hastily reconfiguring their logistics for provid-
ing services so as to find and preserve what Ty-
ler TerMeer, the CEO of Portland-based Cascade
AIDS Project, called the “boundary between
serving and protecting” community members
when visiting a health facility can be medically
dangerous.

Anthony Fortenberry, chief nursing officer at
the Callen-Lorde Community Health Center in
New York City, said, “We're trying to maintain
our support services for our most vulnerable
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been expecting resolution, but then the pandem-
ic hit. He received assurances that one firm was
waiting for a decision from its corporate home of-
fice, but, given the current crisis, nobody knows
when that will arrive.

Hickson admitted that, being a man in his fif-
ties in a field traditionally dominated by females,
he felt like somewhat of a “unicorn.” He added,
“Now I'll be competing with how many millions
of people?”

“It's just frightening—I've never been out of
work for more than a month,” Hickson said.

Activist Michael 0'Connor, who lives in a se-
niors” building in Bronzeville, said that life has
become considerably harder since the shutdown
took hold, thanks to both the isolation and mon-
ey worries.

“I feel the pinch emotionally and I feel it fi-
nancially,” he said, adding that “older people in
the LGBT are often invisible.”

0’Connor is living with HIV, so maintaining his
self-isolation is especially important; coronavi-
rus is especially harsh for persons with compro-
mised immunity. He nevertheless looks forward to
when his next assistance check arrives next week,
when he'll “put on my mask, my latex gloves and
another pair of gloves over that,” to get out of
his apartment to pick up his medication at Wal-
greens.

Although 0’Connor worries about accessibil-
ity of services in the weeks ahead, he said that
he was “blessed” that a large number of friends
check in on him by phone. Since his building
neighbors are older, the halls are silent as every-
one self-isolates. He looks forward to obtaining
a computer to reduce some of his own isolation.

“But I catch up with my reading and I cro-
chet,” 0'Connor added. “I figure that every day
that you're still above the ground is a good day.”

[clients]. ... Our goal is to stay open as long as
possible to keep both patients and staff safe.”

He added that his facility “scaled down” pa-
tient services, by arranging telemedicine visits,
for example, in order to keep going at a sus-
tainable capacity.

Debbie Ojeda-Leitner, a policy advocate at
the National Center for Transgender Equality in
Washington, D.C., noted that LGBT Americans
often have factors putting them more at risk
for illness—higher rates of tobacco use, higher
rates of HIV and cancer, as well as barriers to
culturally competent care, for example—and
those risk-factors are often even more pro-
nounced among transgender persons.

Ojeda-Leitner also warned that the trans-
gender community is especially imperiled from
right-wing elements in government who will
take advantage of the pandemic to slip in anti-
trans legislation. Such was the case in Idaho,
for example, wherein the legislature passed
HB 500, a bill barring transgender women and
girls from participating in student sports that
are consistent with their gender identity. That
bill requires medical testing in order for one to
prove their gender and will soon head to the
state’s governor’s desk.

“We're hoping that politicians will focus less
on attacks against the trans community and
more on the pandemic,” said Ojeda-Leitner.
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AIDS Foundation of
Chicago head details
coronavirus response

BY MATT SIMONETTE

AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) is among the
Chicago agencies that have mobilized an ag-
gressive response to the coronavirus crisis. AFC
President and CEO John Peller, who has led the
agency since 2014, discussed AFC's strategies to
continue delivering services to its constituency
in the midst of the burgeoning health crisis, as
well as available resources for persons living with
HIV/AIDS who may have recently found them-
selves in need.

Windy City Times: Beyond just working re-
motely, how have AFC's operations shifted
with the advent of the COVID-19 crisis?

John Peller: Working remotely really hasn't
changed our operations at all. Staff members are
meeting people in the community [virtually] and
are asking questions to make sure that clients are
healthy and don’t have any symptoms of poten-
tial coronavirus.

Other than just being careful, our focus has
really been making sure that we're able to con-
tinue to provide the same level of services that
we have previously. There are some challenges,
like getting signatures for consent and so forth,
but we're doing our best to work through them.
Our state and City partners have been helpful in
reviewing those requirements and providing flex-
ibility when they're able.

Our biggest concern right now is that folks
need help and don’t know where to get it. There
are a lot of people who've lost their job and need
access to medications, or need medical care, or
help paying their rent. For people living with
HIV, we're able to help with all of that. Our case
management system is open and waiting to serve
people.

The best place to get all that is the new re-
source hub we launched with Center on Halsted.
The number for that is 844-HUB-4040.

WCT: Speak a bit about the work with state
and local officials as the health crisis has
panned out.

JP: The daily flood of updates that’s been com-
ing out from our state and city partners have
been incredible. The governor and his team, and
the mayor and City folks, have been working
overtime to respond to this outbreak.

Our biggest concern with the day-to-day opera-
tions of government is to make sure that our pro-
grams continue to operate with everyone working
remotely. We need to make sure, for example, that
people continue to get paid for providing services
for people with HIV. So we're having a lot of con-
versations with our partners about how we're able
to continue those critical operations. The [state
and local] government response has just been
awe-inspiring and we're so grateful for how hard
our partners and leaders have been working and

John Peller.
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have been able to respond.

WCT: How is AFC’s solvency in all this? Are
you confident you’ll be able to weather this?

JP: I do feel confident that we'll be able to
weather this. I of course am quite concerned
that we'll face a drop in individual donations and
private support, as people lose their jobs. We've
had to reschedule some events, as has every or-
ganization. This is really a time for anyone who
is able to dig deep and provide support for orga-
nizations that provide critical services.

WCT: What services and resources for persons
with HIV/AIDS can potentially be impacted?

JP: What we're seeing right now is that services
have not been impacted so far, and should not be
into the future. We're seeing the federal govern-
ment—hopefully this will be finalized in the next
couple of days—stepping up for funding with the
Ryan White program and the HOPWA [Housing
Opportunities for Persons With AIDS] program.

We are very concerned about housing resourc-
es, and people who are newly unemployed and
can't pay their rent. Resources are available in
Chicago and the greater Chicago area to help
people who need support to pay their rent. We
can provide emergency one-time assistance with
rent or utilities for persons with HIV. That's avail-
able by calling the resource hub.
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We are in constant communication with the
clinics that provide HIV services, and they are
really overwhelmed with responding to potential
coronavirus cases and people who think they
might be exposed or sick. They've been doing a
great job of providing services remotely, through
telemedicine and just making sure that people
don't have to come in.

Another thing we're really concerned about is
access to food, and the City has done a really
good job with coordinating some of that. But I
think the need is going to be great and is going
to continue to be. The Vital Bridges food pantry
is amazing and they have pre-packaged bags of
food for folks with HIV.

Longer term, we're looking at food-delivery and
ways that we can respond so that folks can get
delivery in their home. I think it's tremendous to
see so many providers stepping up and provid-
ing services through telemedicine, as well. From
counseling to case-management, all of that is be-
ing done remotely.

Of course the challenge is, what if someone
doesn’t have a phone, or they run out of phone
minutes? We signed onto a letter and did a sepa-
rate action alert for a campaign that urged the
FCC to give folks unlimited Lifeline minutes—
Lifeline is the government phone program. We
think it's really critical that folks who have gov-
ernment phones have those unlimited minutes,
so they can call their doctor and they can stay
in touch with their family when they're isolated,
both to maintain their mental health and get
their other needs taken care of.

WCT: What issues do you see this posing for
social service delivery in general, over both
the short and long terms?

JP: In the short term, we are all scrambling to
maintain services. There are a lot of agencies that
just don’t have the technology for folks to work
remotely and they had to scramble to provide re-
mote access to their employees.

We were able to help folks out in some regards
with that—we fortunately were able to act quick-

COVID-19
Ramirez-Rosa urges
undocumented
locals to apply for
housing help

Chicago Ald. Carlos Ramirez-Rosa (35th
Ward) issued a press release urging undocu-
mented Chicagoans to apply for the city’s CO-
VID-19 Housing Assistance Grant.

The grant, announced March 27 by the De-
partment of Housing and Mayor Lori Lightfoot,
will utilize $2 million paid by developers in in-
lieu fees under the city's Affordable Require-
ments Ordinance to fund one-time $1,000
grants to Chicagoans facing economic fallout
due to COVID-19.

Chicagoans can apply online at www.bit.ly/
chirenta. The application is available in mul-
tiple languages and is open from Friday, March
27, to 11:59 p.m. on Wed., April 1. Applica-
tions received by the deadline will be entered
into a lottery, with the Chicago Department of
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ly. But just having flexible resources, to be able
to invest in the infrastructure needed to survive
in the long term and adapt to new service deliv-
ery models is critical.

Ultimately it’s the small minority-led organiza-
tions that could be hurt the most by this, because
they're often not able or don't have the flexible
resources to adapt. That's something we'll all
have to keep an eye on, to support those folks.

I think we all have to work to be prepared for
this to go on for a long time. There have been
talks of the outbreak coming in waves, and the
governor and the City’s orders to stay home will
eventually be released, and that could lead in the
long run to new cases. We'll have to be vigilant
and maintain practices that we're getting into
now, like hand-washing and social-distancing,
because this is going to be a long-haul ahead
of us.

WCT: Is there anything you'd like to add?

JP: A couple of things: One, this is not the
time to be going out and hooking up. We're re-
ally concerned that folks are stuck in their house
and bored. This is really a time to practice social
distancing in all forms; that includes hookups,
because that could result in some serious health
issues.

We're also concerned that the populations that
are most impacted by HIV are going to be most
impacted by coronavirus, and that opens equity
issues. The populations most impacted by HIV
include Black gay men, Black cisgender women,
Latinx gay men and of course trans women of
all races.

Those populations are most Llikely to be low-in-
come and are already highly vulnerable. They are
[populations] that I think are going to see a real
concentration of coronavirus [transmissions],
with the fewest resources to respond. I think it's
critical that we look at this from a viewpoint of
equity, and make sure that we are putting equity
at the front-and-center of our response.

AFC/Center on Halsted's resource hub can be
reached by calling 844-HUB-4040.

Ald. Carlos
Ramirez-
Rosa.
Photo from
campaign
team

Housing notifying the selected individuals.

The application does not ask about immigra-
tion status, and Chicago’s sanctuary city pol-
icy—the Welcoming City Ordinance—ensures
applicants” information will not be turned over
to ICE.

Ramirez-Rosa is working with immigrant
community organizations to promote the pro-
gram, and his office has prepared bilingual ma-
terials to promote the COVID-19 Housing Assis-
tance Grant. Anyone who needs help applying
for the grant should contact his ward office at
773-887-3772.
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Agencies offering
services, resources
during pandemic

COMPILED BY MATT SIMONETTE

AIDS Foundation of Chicago and Center on Halst-
ed have partnered on a helpline for persons with
HIV/AIDS who need assistance with rent and/or
utilities. Call 844-HUB-4040.

Brave Space Alliance (BSA) announced March
15 that it would be moving its programming on-
line with a “virtual drop-in center” that would
incorporate aspects of BSA's workshops for mem-
bers of the Black and Brown LGBT community
on the South and West Sides. BSA, in partner-
ship with Center on Halsted, is also undertaking
a rapid-response crisis pantry that will collect
food donations and compile lists of Chicagoans
in need. Call 708-686-4397 or see BraveSpaceAl-
liance.org.

Broadway Youth Center offers its basic drop-in
services Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days from 9-11 a.m. Those requiring medical ser-
vices should contact Howard Brown Health. Call
773-388-1600, ext. 9, or see HowardBrown.org/
service/broadway-youth-center/.

Center on Halsted is closed until further notice,

but various resource lines remain open. See Cen-
terOnHalsted.org/program-updates.html.

City of Chicago offers a comprehensive online
resource page with COVID-19 information at Chi-
cago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home.html.

Heartland Alliance’s citywide Vital Bridges food
pantry and delivery program continues, but hours
may be affected by the pandemic. For informa-
tion, call 312-660-1300 or visit www.heartlandal-
liance.org/program/vital-bridges-food-program/.

Howard Brown Health’s Sheridan Road location
is open, but the health system has closed several
of its clinics and offices for the duration of the
crisis. The system has also adopted a number of
protocols to minimize the chances for exposure.
Call 773-388-1600 or see HowardBrown.org.

South Side Help Center has limited public ac-
cess to its facilities for the duration of the crisis.
Call 773-445-5445 or see SouthSideHelp.org.

Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN) is closed at
least through April 13. The organization contin-
ues to serve clients who can be assisted remotely.
For information, call 773-989-9400 or see TPAN.
com.

Vital Bridges resumes
food deliveries

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Vital Bridges, which had delivered meals to Chi-
cagoans living with HIV/AIDS but ceased deliver-
ies last year, resumed those deliveries March 21,
according to activist Lori Cannon, who is program
coordinator at the Vital Bridges North Side Gro-
cery Center.

Cannon said that her pantry was given “ex-
empt” status from the state’s March 20 shelter-
in-place order.

“As expected the response from folks volunteer-
ing to drive has been overwhelming,” she added.

Vital Bridges grew from the original Open Hand
Chicago, a group of Chicago activists, who, in
1988, began to assemble and deliver meals to
persons with HIV/AIDS. Open Hand Chicago be-
came part of the Heartland Alliance organization
in 2011. It discontinued its original food-delivery
program in 2019, but the coronavirus pandemic
necessitated its return.

“Once again, with another pandemic, the LGBT
community has risen to help one another—and
the world,” said Cannon.

Chicago LGBT Hall
of Fame cancels
upcoming events

Due to COVID-19-related concerns, the Chicago
LGBT Hall of Fame announced that it has post-
poned three planned events—the meeting of its
Selection Committee, slated for Saturday, March
21; its Bowlathon Fundraiser at Waveland Bowl
on Saturday, April 4; and its induction ceremony
scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, at The Chicago
History Museum.

Exact dates for all rescheduled events will be
announced shortly.

As a result of the postponements, any previous
individual inductee may opt to join in the selec-
tion committee activities. Those who are inter-
ested in participating in the selection committee
should email outreach@LGBTHallofFame.org as
soon as possible.

The Bowlathon fundraiser will be postponed
until September. However, individuals can still
sponsor bowlers for the rescheduled event. For
more information, go to https://www.facebook.
com/events/2680184668744145/.

The June ceremony for inductees will be held
in October, during LGBT History Month. The exact
date will be announced shortly.

See ChicagoLGBTHallOfFame.org.
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Lambda Legal CEO:
Extra legal vigilance
needed during
pandemic

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Even as local, state and federal government
officials contend with the COVID-19 pandemic,
anti-LGBT politicians and political appointees
will likely use the medical crisis as an excuse
by which to minimize or eliminate entirely the
LGBT community’s rights, according to Kevin
Jennings, CEQ of the national advocacy orga-
nization Lambda Legal.

“I think we're in a dangerous moment for
the community, and I'm not sure that the com-
munity is entirely awake to the danger,” said
Jennings. “Our opponents are seeking to use
the courts to do to LGBT rights what they've
already done to a woman'’s right to choose and
what they've already done to voting rights for
people of color, which is to chip away, chip
away, chip away at those rights. They have a
very comprehensive and sophisticated legal
strategy to do so.”

Illinois is among the states with robust pro-
tections in place should an LGBT individual
face legal perils. But Jennings warned that
even residents of those states must never be-
come complacent.

Indeed, as the vulnerabilities of the Ameri-
can healthcare systems have been made readily
apparent as communities struggle with corona-
virus, laws that impact LGBT Americans’ access
to care have never been more important; Lamb-
da has long been in ongoing litigation against
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, involving religious-freedom rules; Jen-
nings called the litigation “critical, because it
is about denying people healthcare.”
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Jennings added that legal attacks on the
transgender community have been ramped up
recently. He noted that the Idaho legislature,
fro example, had only just passed a anti-trans
law targeting birth certificate changes.

“We've already gotten that struck down once
in court in Idaho,” he noted. “So they already
know that this is illegal. They're still trying
to do it, and they're trying to do it when the
country is in the middle of a pandemic. If you
needed to know how determined our opponents
are to take away our rights, I give you Idaho
as Exhibit A.”

The legislature in Idaho also recently passed
a rule prohibiting transgender students from
partaking in sports that were aligned with the
gender with which they identify.

“I think it's a very sobering thing to think
about, that we may have to go back to court in
Idaho very soon in the middle of a pandemic,
because these people are so determined to
strip away rights from LGBT people,” Jennings
added.

Jennings is new to his post heading up
Lambda, having only entered into the posi-
tion late last year. A former teacher, he has a
long history in activism, having formed both
the nation’s first gay-straight alliance as well
as founding GLSEN, among his many advocacy
achievements.

“I've spent most of my adult life working to
win the victories that our movement has won
over the last 35 years,” he said.

Jennings wanted to remind the public that,
even as the COVID-19 pandemic continues,
“The Lambda help desk is open and operational
throughout the crisis. If people are experienc-
ing legal difficulties, they should contact us.
We are here to help.”

See Lambdalegal.org.

Read the full article at WindyCityMedia-
Group.com.
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Gay sign-language

interpreter on press
conferences, LGBTQs

BY JERRY NUNN

As a child, Michael Spencer Albert never knew
how important his hands would be one day as an
interpreter for the deaf community. He was born
in Edgewater Hospital and grew up in Skokie.

In college, he majored in psychology at the
University of Illinois. When he needed some elec-
tive credits, he took a sign-language class for
fun. The following summer he started an intern-
ship with the Human Rights Campaign in Wash-
ington, D.C. He found a deaf person looking for
a roommate in a personal ad and lived with him
for a year; this was during the student protests in
1988 at Gallaudet surrounding the appointment
of I. King Jordan, a deaf university president.
Seeing the empowerment in the deaf community
sparked an interest in Albert to move in that di-
rection for his career.

After working on his masters at Bowling Green
State University in Ohio, he took a leave of ab-
sence from psychology and took an interpreter
training class at Western Oregon University in-
stead.

He began working the Chicago Hearing Society
(CHS) in July 1998, and still does to this day.
CHS is a division of the Anixter Center, an organi-
zation that services people with disabilities and
challenges. He translates for hospitals, lawyers,
meetings and conferences on a regular basis. In
the past, Albert—who is out and proud—has ap-
peared at Pride festivals and Market Days.

He has garnered much local media attention
recently—especially for signing during Gov.
Pritzker's COVID-19 press conferences—but said
he wants the focus to remain on the virus and
community.

Windy City Times: Has all this attention
been overwhelming?

Michael Albert: Yes. In a time of a crisis, it is
good to have something else to focus on to take
their mind off of constant barrage of bad news.
Interpreters can give people something else to
look at. I have been there every single day since
the beginning of Gov. Pritzker’s press conferenc-
es. It has been challenging.

WCT: What do you like about working for the
Chicago Hearing Society?

MA: Any interpreting that I do that generates
revenue is going to other people that are deaf
and hard of hearing, also to youth services and
domestic violence survivors or victims of crime.
There are a lot of services that are supported by
our work. It's one of the things that has kept me
loyal to that agency. There’s not been a moment
where I regretted devoting my career to them.

WCT: How difficult is technical sign lan-
guage?

MA: Sign language is like any other language.
When technical innovations arrive or slang comes
around, languages struggle to adapt to that. For
example, when “email” came out, there were sev-

eral signs for [that term]. Over time, the deaf
community arrived at a certain sign that would
be generally accepted.

Same for the word “transgender”—it was de-
cided at a transgender conference what would be
the most appropriate sign.

Sometimes it happens more organically by
sharing information among deaf people and
agreeing on a sign. With technical terms Llike
“coronavirus,” it's a broad term and means a lot
of different things.

WCT: So things are always evolving?

MA: It's an evolving language. If I'm interpret-
ing at a conference of medical professionals, I
will translate it much differently than if I am de-
scribing it to an 80-year-old grandmother going
to a doctor’s appointment. If I spell out the let-
ters “EKG,” they may not know what that means,
so I have explain how it's attached to someone’s
body and I may draw the jagged heartbeat pat-
tern. I really try to match my client.

It's very complicated, especially at these press
conferences with a variety of clients out there
that I can't see. I am trying to use sign language
that is the most accessible to the greatest num-
ber of people.

WCT: Do you ever want to ask Pritzker to
slow down?

MA: Pritzker is a very well-paced speaker. I
have really been impressed the last few weeks
with his leadership. When he speaks with pas-
sion, I try to convey this in my interpretation.

4

Michael Albert.
Courtesy photo

April 1,2020

WINDY CITY TIMES

Michael Albert (left) signing at a recent press conference featuring Gov. JB Pritzker (right).

Screen shot

He speaks with anger at the government some-
times and speaks with empathy for the citizens
of Illinois. Backstage, I can see this isn't just lip
service. He is really stepping it up.

WCT: Do you spend much time with the
speakers before going on TV?

MA: The governor and Illinois Department Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike generally come
in at the last minute. I've exchanged pleasant-
ries, but I was flattered and touched that he rec-
ognized me publicly.

I do have time when we are backstage with
other people, and they are sometimes nice to
share their notes with me about what they are
going to say.

WCT: Do you hear from people on social me-
dia about the job you are doing?

MA: I am hearing from a lot of people. There
are comments that I have stopped reading. There
are hearing people that have said a lot of won-
derful things. I take their comments with a grain
of salt, because they don’t know the language.

What bolsters me to continue [are] the wonder-
ful comments from the deaf community and the
support from my fellow interpreting colleagues.

Chicago is a unique place with a supportive in-
terpreting community and a deaf community that
collaborates with us pretty well. I've seen other
cities where interpreters were divisive. This whole
recent experience has made me incredibly proud.

WCT: How did you prepare to be on TV with
wardrobe?

MA: Stores were closing. I dont do a lot of
dressy work, maybe a bar mitzvah or a funeral. I
had four colors of dress shirts and now this press
conference is going on every day. I try to mix
and match.

WCT: What was your favorite concert to sign?

MA: My favorite was Olivia Newton-John, at
Market Days.

Music interpreting is controversial in our field.
There are interpreters who differ philosophically
on how we should handle music.

I want to embody the rhythm and give the lyr-
ics. If Eric Clapton is doing a guitar solo, then I
just turn toward him and watch him. In the mod-
ern music interpretation world, some will relish a
pitch or show instrumentation. I think that looks

like an air guitar and not the approach that I
care to take. It draws focus from the artist to me.
Some deaf people love it, though. You may have
seen some of those interpreters go viral.

WCT: What's your new favorite word to sign?

MA: “Coronavirus.” “Pandemic” has also be-
come very popular. I combine the sign for disease
and spreading out an area.

WCT: What do you recommend for aspiring
interpreters?

MA: Find deaf people and interact with them.
Like any language, you are only going to learn
it with native users of the language. People can
study books, but there are a variety of styles to
learn. They do have to go to school and learn the
professional standards and ethical code that we
abide by. To become certified you have to have
a bachelors degree, but not necessarily in inter-
preting.

WCT: What trends do you see for interpret-
ers?

MA: There’s a shift in my profession for video
remote work. We provide interpreting services to
computers. College students are learning from
home so we provide that service for them.

WCT: What can you tell people about the LG-
BTQ deaf community?

MA: They are like everyone else. Some have
hearing partners, some of them have deaf part-
ners and some have no partners. I think Chicago
has the same amount as anywhere else. People
just notice them more when they are in a group
signing at the bars. It is very diverse here, just
like the rest of the gay community.

WCT: What's a common misunderstanding
between the deaf and hearing communities?

MA: “Hearing-impaired” is not used anymore.
It's okay to say “deaf” and “hard of hearing,” but
“hearing-impaired” makes the deaf community
bristle. The description “hearing-impaired” was
invented by hearing people saying that someone
is broken and that’s all they are. “Deaf” is a cul-
tural identification and the community finds us-
ing “hearing-impaired” as diminishing.

“Deaf and dumb” or “deaf-mute” are also ir-
ritating terms, so don't use them—ever!

For more information on CHS, visit Chicago-
HearingSociety.org.
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WINDY CITY TIMES ANNOUNCEMENT

Windy City Times is distributing this edition via our wonderful delivery crew, but only to

open locations around the city, and our boxes. It is also available as a PDF download on

the top right of our website, www.windycitymediagroup.com, and past issues are under
the archives section.

We hope that everyone is staying in and staying safe. If you do go out to walk your dog
or get some exercise, this week's WCT is available in all the newspaper boxes we have
around the city.

So many of our advertises are hurting during this difficult time. Bars, theaters, events,
restaurants, etc. If you have the ability to help, there is a list of bar fundraisers on page
20 of this issue.

Windy City Times is also facing a difficult economic situation with the loss of advertising.
Help us continue to be able to cover our community and pay our team by donating to
http://windycitymediagroup.com/donate1.php

— WINDY CITY TIMES
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Chicagoan alleges

anti-trans bias against
Orangetheory location

BY CARRIE MAXWELL

Following two years of repeated requests to ad-
dress alleged anti-trans discrimination at Oran-
getheory Fitness Chicago-Edgewater, non-binary
Chicagoan Jes Scheinpflug posted about their ex-
periences on their blog to raise awareness about
the issue. However, the company has taken issue
with a number of these allegations.

In the blog post, Scheinpflug outlined the
instances where they provided trans-affirming
education to the Orangetheory Fitness Chicago-
Edgewater management and staff. This included
asking that the intake forms have a place for
members to provide pronouns. Scheinpflug,
whose pronouns are they/them, said in the blog
post that they were misgendered on the first day
after handwriting their pronouns on the form.

Scheinpflug told Windy City Times they stayed
at the gym and signed up for classes because
they liked their trainer and thought that the
business may be LGBTQ-friendly because of the
rainbow flags they have seen there.

In the blog post Scheinpflug stated (with a
screenshot included), “I have asked the front
desk several times why there are only two op-
tions (on the app) and why it is labeled ‘gender’
when it is really asking for ‘sex assigned at birth!
I ask what they expect intersex folks to choose.
To this day, the app still asks for gender and lists
sex options of ‘male and female.”

Scheinpflug also posted that three of the Or-
angetheory Fitness Chicago-Edgewater front-desk
employees attended the trans-affirming business
training that took place in Andersonville last
February. They added that, afterward, these em-
ployees told them they wanted to adopt some
of the best practices they learned—but the gym
management would not sign off on it. According
to Scheinpflug’s post, these employees no longer
work at the gym.

Scheinpflug said that they kept raising aware-
ness at the gym for two years, but they were told
no changes could be made because corporate
policies forbid individual locations from doing so.
Scheinpflug added that one employee said cor-
porate management in Florida would not change
anything because they are more conservative
than the Chicago studios.

Scheinpflug also said in their blog post that
this past January that four people from corpo-
rate management set up a conference call with
them via email. Scheinpflug alleged that, during
the phone call, the first thing the corporate staff
asked was if this call was being recorded—some-
thing Scheinpflug told Windy City Times signaled
to them that Orangetheory knew it was doing
something wrong.

, @windycitytimes

They also provided proof of these email corre-
spondences between them and various members
of Orangetheory Fitness management to Windy
City Times.

In addition, Scheinpflug alleged that when Or-
angetheory Fitness Chicago-Edgewater posted an
Instagram story where the public could ask them
questions, many TGNC people were blocked when
they inquired about the gym’s trans-affirming
practices. This is also included in the blog post
along with a screenshot of one of the TGNC peo-
ple who was blocked. Scheinpflug told Windy City
Times that this was “another message to TGNC
people that the gym does not want them there.”

“T feel duped and saddened and erased,”
Scheinpflug told WCT. “I spoke up about this for
a long time in hopes to create visibility for TGNC
folks since we are regularly erased in this world. I
never intended for it to get to this public point.
I had hopes that this one studio—out of 1,110
in 23 countries—could make small changes to be
more inclusive for TGNC patrons. After countless
conversations with employees and management
at different levels, things were not improving
even though I kept getting told ‘I care, thanks for
sharing, keep helping us be better while refusing
to provide training for their staff. This is why I
am speaking out.

“Orangetheory Fitness Chicago-Edgewater touts
LGBTQ allyship but [it] really [means] LGB ally-
ship since they refuse to even ask for pronouns
on their handwritten intake form. If we cannot
even get one of over one thousand of their stu-
dios in a place like this to make such a small
change, it is hard to not be anything other than
disheartened or worse.”

In an email statement to Windy City Times,
Orangetheory Fitness Chicago-Edgewater Owners
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David Lanz and Adam Paris said, “Orangetheory
Fitness is deeply committed to LGBTQ inclusiv-
ity, and Orangetheory’s policy is that everyone
is welcome. Orangetheory corporate has been an
exceptional partner in focusing on opportunities
to be more gender inclusive, and we are always
looking for ways to improve.”

The email further stated, “Orangetheory’s
corporate policies are spearheaded by individ-
ual studios, and Orangetheory Fitness Chicago-
Edgewater has been a leader in creating some
of the gender inclusivity practices that have
been adopted by Orangetheory globally,” includ-
ing being one of the first studios nationwide to
implement all gender bathrooms and signage and
removing references to sex in weight selection
recommendations and coaching.

When asked about Scheinpflug’s allegations re-

Orangetheory Fitness.
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

WINDY CITY TIMES

garding the deleted Instagram comments, Lanz
and Paris said it is not corporate policy to delete
any comments to any post. Lanz and Paris also
pointed out the Facebook Live event they held to
celebrate the end of the most recent transforma-
tion challenge the gym held.

“With our community feeling deep anxiety and
fear relating to the Coronavirus, the decision
was made to keep this particular [Facebook] dis-
cussion focused on the tremendous efforts and
achievements of the participants who had just
completed their [eight]-week challenge,” said
Lanz and Paris in their statement to Windy City
Times.”With that being said, we understand that
the rules of this transformation challenge did not
meet our own standards for gender inclusivity.

“In January, we facilitated a conversa-
tion between one of our members and two of
the most senior leaders of Orangetheory, in-
cluding the director of fitness science. During
this call, Orangetheory informed the member
that changes in the 2020 Transformation Chal-
lenge could not be operational because the chal-
lenge was already underway for hundreds of thou-
sands of members across the globe. As a result
of our efforts, changes were made to the April
challenge and Orangetheory is committed to re-
viewing the rules of future transformation chal-
lenges.”

Lanz and Paris also said that because of the
disparate laws regarding fitness contracts in each
state, the forms have not been updated to reflect
people who identify as non-binary; however, they
are “working to ensure a multi-state compliance
process to update all forms, and they will be up-
dated.”

The email also stated that Orangetheory Fitness
is a heart-rate-based interval training program
and that relies on current research which only
covers the two sexes assigned at birth—which is
why male and female are currently the only two
options available on the app.

Additionally, Lanz and Paris said that after the
trans-affirming business training in Anderson-
ville, the studio has supported what the staff
brought back from that training.

“This issue is so important to us that we and
our staff have attended seminars and workshops
on gender inclusivity and transgender aware-
ness,” emailed Lanz and Paris. “Our organiza-
tion will continue to work to increase awareness
within Orangetheory. Currently, our local studio is
working with Jen Grosshandler of the GenderCool
Project to support their mission, and we have as-
sisted them in their efforts to present to Oran-
getheory Illinois’s leadership teams.”

In a separate email to Windy City Times, Lanz
said, “I am sorry that anyone feels that Oran-
getheory Fitness Chicago-Edgewater is not a sup-
porter of LGBTQ issues. This is extremely impor-
tant to me personally and to Orangetheory. The
things we have done in Edgewater and continue
to do have made real changes in Orangetheory
Fitness nationwide. I am proud of our progress
and of how supportive Orangetheory corporate
has been in hearing our voices. I know the job
here is not done, and want you to know we will
continue our work on gender inclusivity.”

www.windycitymediagroup.com
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Jill Rose Quinn heads
toward being state’s first
openly transgender judge

BY ANDREW DAVIS

Among those notching victories on March 14,
during Illinois" primary, was Democratic judicial
candidate Jill Rose Quinn.

Her win was significant in many ways—includ-
ing the fact that she will apparently be the first
openly transgender judge in the state. (So far,
Quinn has no opponent for the November general
election.)

Windy City Times: In this age of the corona-
virus, how did you celebrate your win?

Jill Rose Quinn: We [partner Stephanie Mard-
er] thought about going to a small party of 10
people or less [a decision that was made before
the strict statewide mandate was given] but as
the night got on the results trickled in—and it
was at that point that it was too late to really do
anything. I was notified about nine o clock, and
then later it looked pretty good.

By the way, Stephanie, was my campaign man-
ager as well as my source of inspiration.

WCT: Have you thought about the historic

implication of being the state’s first openly
transgender judge?

JRQ: The thought has hit me. It's history—and
it’s a real victory for the state and the county, in
that people can say “We voted for this person.”
Five years ago, late-night comedians made jokes
about transgender people, you know? Now, I will
have one of the most respected positions in gov-
ernment—it’s astounding. And it’s about time,
and it’s a good day.

WCT: Had you ever thought about ever run-
ning for something else, such as state rep?

JRQ: First of all, I have nothing but the utmost
respect for state reps. They have very difficult
jobs and get paid very little money, and they to
run every two years so they're constantly fund-
raising. It's a really hard job; I don't know if I'm
cut out for that. I did think that, if Pete But-
tigieg had kept on and won, that he'd be looking
for a Supreme Court justice down the line.

The thing about being a circuit court judge is
that you're in charge of a population. I want to
[interact] with the public, and I'd much rather be
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in a decision-making role.

And there were some other victories for the [LG-
BTQ community]; we got Levander Smith elected,
we got Mary Cay Marubio elected. And I can't help
but be excited that [Cook County State’s Attorney
and LGBTAQ ally] Kim Foxx is continuing. So I was
happy about some of the results, and there will
be opportunities for other LGBTs to be elected.

WCT: Anything else to say about your win?

JRQ: A lot of it was pieces falling into place,
but a lot of it was hard work and people believ-

ing in me. It meant a lot to me that people like
the mayor [Lori Lightfoot} and [state Sen.] Sara
Feigenholtz backed me, and I really appreciated
the party’s support. I appreciated that the party
said, “It's time for diversity.” I was supported
by a whole bunch of people, and I'm grateful to
them, and I'm especially grateful to the people of
the state because they opened their hearts to me.
See VoteJillRoseQuinn.com.

ELECTIONS 2020:
PRIMARY ELECTION

Rep. Pizer concedes
to winner Croke

Newly installed state Rep. Yoni Pizer—the first
openly gay representative of Illinois" 12th Dis-
trict, which includes Gold Coast, Near North, Old
Town, Lincoln Park, Lake View and Buena Park—
conceded to Margaret Croke in the race for 12th
District state representative on March 18.

In addition to serving as community liaison for
Quigley and running two small businesses, Pizer
has been a grassroots organizer for Democratic
presidential candidates for several decades. Pizer
lives with his husband, Brad Lippitz, in East Lake
View, where they have raised their two sons.
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A matter of
urgency

Open Letter to Cook County Regarding
COVID-19 and Cook County Jail:
Protect public health

through decarceration

Across the world, the impact of the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic has increased with each pass-
ing day. The highly contagious respiratory illness
has been deadly for many, especially the elderly and
people with compromised immune systems. Across
the United States, elected officials are taking un-
precedented steps to protect the most vulnerable
people in their communities and contain the spread
of the virus.

People incarcerated in jail are one of the most
vulnerable populations, and their protection war-
rants special emergency action. Jails and prisons are
known to quickly spread contagious diseases. Incar-
cerated people have an inherently limited ability
to fight the spread of infectious disease since they
are confined in close quarters and unable to avoid
contact with people who may have been exposed.
Responses such as lock downs, placing people in sol-
itary confinement and limiting access to visits from
loved ones are punitive and ineffective responses to
outbreaks. Importantly, we know that isolation fur-
ther endangers people and limiting visitation also
has adverse effects.

The only acceptable response to the threat of
COVID-19 is decarceration. Today there are 5,576
people incarcerated in Cook County Jail (CCJ)—more
than 500 of which are over the age of 55. Almost all
of them are still awaiting trial and thus presumed
innocent under the law. There are more than 150
children in Cook County’s Juvenile Temporary Deten-
tion Center (JTDC). Their ongoing incarceration is an
unacceptable risk to every incarcerated individual as
well as public health.

Jails have extremely high turnover rates. Many
people are released and admitted every day, and
thousands of employees travel in and out of Cook
County Jail each week. As few people as possible
should be exposed to this dangerous inevitability.

The following steps should be taken to protect the
health of all Cook County residents, including those
incarcerated in Cook County Jail and in their homes
on electronic monitoring:

—Cook County should immediately release anyone
incarcerated in Cook County Jail on an unaffordable
money bond (and not onto electronic monitoring
unless already ordered by a judge). If a judge has
given someone a money bond, it means that they've
determined the person is cleared for release pretrial.
Their ongoing incarceration due solely to access to
money is deeply unfair and unethical, especially dur-
ing this pandemic.

—No new people should be admitted to Cook
County Jail on money bonds. Admission of as many
people as possible should be avoided.

—The courts should provide emergency bond re-
views for all incarcerated people who request them,
with an increased mandate to use all options other
than incarceration.

—Cook County should immediately release indi-

viduals over the age of 50 or with compromised im-
mune systems from Cook County Jail. Research has
shown that these individuals are at the highest risk
for contracting and experiencing the most serious
effects of COVID-19.

—The Cook County sheriff’s office and Pretrial Ser-
vices Division should immediately change their pro-
tocols around electronic monitoring (EM) and home
confinement to permit liberal movement (the ability
to leave one’s home).

—The ability to pay money bonds and secure pre-
trial release for people currently incarcerated in the
jail or on EM should not be delayed or inhibited in
any way.

—People eligible for electronic monitoring must
continue to be released into the community. If a
person is ordered to EM but does not have access
to approved housing, they should be immediately
returned to court for a rehearing on their conditions
of release.

—If courts remain open, appearance at non-
essential criminal court dates should be waived to
avoid unnecessary travel and social contact. All in-
person pretrial check-ins or other mandated appear-
ances (such as drug testing) should also be waived.

—~Cancellation of court dates should not delay
anyone’s release from Cook County Jail. Given that
70 percent of people released from Cook County Jail
return directly to the community, any failure to re-
solve court cases at the same pace will increase the
number of people in jail and thus the threat to their
individual health and public health.

—A moratorium should be placed on “turn-
arounds,” the process by which someone sentenced
to time served travels from CCJ to an Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections facility to dress in and dress out
on the same day. People sentenced to time served
should be released directly from Cook County Jail.

—Healthcare access for anyone remaining in Cook
County Jail must be liberally provided and unfet-
tered.

—Access to phone calls and video “visitation”
should be expanded for all incarcerated people right
now and moving forward. This access should be pro-
vided free of charge.

—The right to vote must be protected for anyone
who remains incarcerated pretrial.

—Personal hygiene, cleaning and sanitation sup-
plies should be made available free of charge to any-
one who remains incarcerated. Hand sanitizer and
other essential preventative products must be per-
mitted and should not be considered “contraband.”

Visit ChicagoBond.org for resources about the
Coronavirus in jails and the current demands for jails
in other jurisdictions. People can find this letter at
the website.

Signed,

Action Now

A Just Harvest

AirGo

American Friends Service Committee Chicago
Arab American Action Network

Assata’s Daughters

Believers Bail Out

Black Lives Matter: Chicago

Black and Pink Chicago

Blue Tin Productions

BYP100

Chicago Afro-Socialists and Socialists of Color
Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repres-
sion

Chicago Appleseed

Chicago Community Bond Fund

Chicago Council of Lawyers

Chicago Feminist Action Group

Chicago Freedom School

Chicago-Kent College of Law Chapter of the National
Lawyers Guild

Chicago Lawyers” Committee for Civil Rights
Chicago Torture Justice Center

Chicago Votes Action Fund

The Children and Family Justice Center

Circles & Ciphers

Columbus Freedom Fund

Community Renewal Society

Criminal Justice Policy Program

Dissenters

Exoneration Project

First Defense Legal Aid

For the People Artists Collective

Free Write Arts & Literacy

Giving Others Dreams God

Grassroots Collaborative

Justice for Our Neighbors Northern Illinois
Kuumba Lynx

Lawndale Christian Legal Center

#LetUsBreathe

Liberation Library

Lifted Voices

Little Village Environmental Justice Organization
(LVEJO)

Live Free Chicago

Love & Protect

Loevy & Loevy

Lucy Parson’s Labs

Moms United Against Violence and Incarceration
National Lawyers Guild — Chicago

Northside Action for Justice

People’s Law Office

The People’s Lobby

Pilsen Alliance

Precious Blood Ministry Of Reconciliation

The Roderick & Solange MacArthur Justice Center
Rogers Park Solidarity Network

Shiller Preyar Gerard & Samuels

Shriver Center on Poverty Law

Slutwalk Chicago

Smart Decarceration Project

Transgender Law Center

Transformative Justice Law Project

Trinity United Church of Christ

UIC John Marshall Law School Black Law Students As-
sociation

UIC John Marshall Law School South Asian Law As-
sociation

UIC John Marshall Law School United Immigration
Defense Organization of Students

Unitarian Universalist Prison Ministry of Illinois
Uptown People’s Law Center

Westside Justice Center

Women'’s Justice Initiative

Working Family Solidarity
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STREAMING
THEATER REVIEW

Teenage Dick

Playwright: Mike Lew

At: Theater Wit (online streaming only)
Tickets: TheaterWit.org; $28

Runs through: April 19

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

In a smart move before shutting down, Theater
Wit video recorded a live performance of Teenage
Dick, now offered on line as a pay-per-view at-
traction. Teenage Dick and 16th Street Theater’s
Methtacular! are the only two complete

Teenage Dick does NOT mean what some WCT
readers might hope it means: It's Shakespeare’s
Richard IIT adapted to a contemporary U.S.
high school setting. Shakespeare’s evil Richard,
a major figure in England’s Wars of the Roses,
is determined to become king by hook or crook.
In Teenage Dick, playwright Mike Lew reinvents
him as 16 year old Richard (MacGregor Arney),
a student at aptly-named Roseland High School
determined to become class president by hook or
crook. Shakespeare’s Richard is a disabled hunch-
back.

Lew’s teenage Richard has cerebral palsy that
restricts his use of an arm and leg, although
he can walk and even dance, as seen in one of
the play’s highlight moments. Shakespeare’s key
characters have counterparts in Lew's play, al-
though several have become women.

STREAMING
THEATER REVIEW

Methtacular!

Playwright: Steven Strafford
Via: 16th Street Theater,
6420 16th St., Berwyn
Tickets: 708-795-6704 or
16thStreetTheater.org;

$12 per person/on your honor
Available through: April 4

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

The show cannot go on for so many live the-
aters nationwide. Safety measures put in place
to stem the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19)
have put the kibosh on public gatherings.

However, 16th Street Theater in Berwyn has
found a way to go ahead with its spring revival
of Steven Strafford’s acclaimed one-man show
Methtacular! Audiences can buy a temporary
stream of it online.

About Face Theatre staged the Chicago pre-
miere of Methtacular! in 2014, so Strafford’s
quirky, confessional and adults-only show is
already something of a known property. More
audiences learned all about Stafford’s drug ad-
dictions as a gay Chicago stage actor in his early
20s at the start of the millennium when Meth-
tacular! was also briefly revived in 2016 as part
of Steppenwolf Theatre’s LookOut series.

MacGregor Arney and Courtney
Rikki Green in Teenage Dick.
Photo by Charles Osgood

Richard plots to defeat the incumbent class
president, Eddie (Ty Fanning), who is an arro-
gantly empowered football hero. Eddie is every
bit as nasty and manipulative as Richard, al-
though Lew gives Eddie an unexpected change
of heart at the end. It's no surprise that the stu-
dents have been studying Machiavelli.

The big difference in Teenage Dick is that Lew
provides Richard with an actual relationship with
a worthy girl, Anne Margaret (Courtney Rikki
Green), who embodies several women seen only
briefly in Richard IIL. It's an unexpected compli-
cation, not just for Richard but also for viewers

Strafford had the foresight to professionally
capture Methtacular! on video at Steppenwolf’s
1700 Theatre. So it's this version of “Methtacu-
lar!” that 16th Street Theatre is presenting on-
line.

Audiences can pay for a specific performance
time to view the show with a special Vimeo link.
You can choose to watch on your smartphone,
tablet, computer or Smart TV (I saw a Friday
evening stream on my TV after connecting a
high-definition cable to my laptop).

I missed Strafford’s previous two Chicago runs
of Methtacular! Though I would have preferred
to see the show live, the online stream was the
next best thing in self-isolation.

As the title exclamation point suggests, Meth-
tacular! is actually a musical! At key points in
his nearly 100-minute monologue, Stafford per-
forms funny songs tied to the often upsetting
situations he’s in due to his drive for sex
and drugs (William TN Hall is great as the
pianist).

A game show also pops up mid-
way through Methtacular! It's just
another way for Strafford to keep
things light amid the many dark
stories that get shared.

The video clips of Strafford’s in-
terview with his mother captures
her genuine despair. And when the
anecdotes do turn scary or violent,

Strafford and director Adam Fitzger-
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following the Shakespearian parallels. Baring her
own emotional wounds, Anne shatters stereo-
types to see Richard as a person, thereby offering
Richard an opportunity to reform, grow and en-
gage honestly—even romantically—with others.
Her expanded role, Lew tells us, is a deliberate
contrast to Shakespeare’s often perfunctory fe-
male portrayals. At the end Richard again pro-
claims his villainy, but we arent certain whether
he’s telling the truth or not.

All that makes a good play by itself, but it's not
why Mike Lew wrote Teenage Dick. His intent was
to call attention to issues confronted on a daily

basis by persons with disabilities, and at least
one actor in the production and the director are
such persons. The play is quite effective in hu-
manizing individuals we sometimes try to avoid
staring at or meeting, although one size does not
fit all among persons living with disabilities.

Even viewed via streaming video, it's a very ef-
fective production, directed by Brian Balon. As
Richard, MacGregor Arney does stellar work in a
grueling role which keeps him onstage almost ev-
ery second of the play’s 100 minutes. And kudos
to Courtney Rikki Green for her highly vulnerable
interpretation of Anne Margaret.

ald keep the storytelling going
matter-of-factly through the
explicit and shuddering details.

Methtacular! is enjoyable
despite its horrible moments,
but that's with the realiza-
tion that Strafford has made
it through recovery. It's also a
nice touch that Strafford takes
part in an online talkback via
Zoom following the Thursday
and Friday night streaming ses-
sions.

But if you do sign on for
the talkback, read the emailed
ticket instructions. If your
house is a mess and you're not
wearing clothes, just opt for the
audio-only linkup.

Steven Strafford in
Methtacular!
Photo by Kevin
Thomas Garcia
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Mourning
Terrence
McNally

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

The prolific Emmy and Tony Award-winning writer
Terrence McNally passed away at the age of 81 in
Florida at a Sarasota hospital on Tuesday, March
24. The cause of death was due to complications
of the coronavirus (COVID-19).

Throughout his career, McNally chronicled gay
culture in all kinds of genres. One of his early
hits was the 1974 gay bathhouse farce The Ritz.
McNally later dealt with different aspects of the
AIDS crisis in dramas like The Lisbon Traviata,
Mothers and Sons and Love! Valour! Compassion!

“I think my plays are my autobiography,” said
McNally in a November 2015 interview with the
Windy City Times. At the time, McNally was in
Chicago to promote his book anthology Selected
Works: A Memoir in Plays.

As a youth growing up in Corpus Christi, Texas,
McNally nearly pursued a career in journalism. He
won a scholarship to Northwestern University in
Evanston, and had previously been part of its Na-
tional High School Institute program informally
known as “The Cherubs.”

But McNally was also accepted into Columbia
University in New York, so he headed there at the
age of 17.

“New York looked like so much fun,” McNally
said. “I thought it might be so much easier to
meet other gay young men in New York than Chi-
cago.”

McNally was an early boyfriend of playwright
Edward Albee, and he soon became a fixture of
New York's burgeoning off-Broadway theater
scene. McNally also became a respected book
writer for many hit musicals like Ragtime, Kiss
of the Spider Woman and The Full Monty. McNally
also collaborated with composer Jake Heggie as
the librettist to the operas Dead Man Walking and
Great Scott.

All of this is thoroughly covered in Jeff
Kaufman’s 2018 film documentary on McNally

called Every Act of Life. It was broadcast on PBS
in 2019, and is available for streaming.

Locally, McNally worked at Chicago’s Goodman
Theatre in 2001 as the book writer to the world-
premiere musical of “The Visit” with the songwrit-
ing team of John Kander and Fred Ebb. McNally is
also fondly remembered by many Chicago theater
artists when he came to see local productions of
his plays.

“[McNally] never stopped working. The re-
writes were constant,” said Jim Corti, who origi-
nated the roles of The Doctor in The Visit and
escapologist Harry Houdini in Ragtime. “He was
very supportive and endearing. Everybody loved
him.”

Corti is the founding artistic director of the
Paramount Theatre in Aurora, and is set to di-
rect Ragtime next season. Corti was hoping to
see McNally again in April for a New York benefit
reunion concert of Ragtime, which has since been
postponed.

“It’s like a punch to the gut.” Corti said. “How
confounding it is for someone to have to pass
away to realize how much you miss them.”

David Zak, artistic director of both Pride Films
and Plays and the former Bailiwick Repertory
Theatre, has great memories of watching McNally
during the Chicago premiere of Corpus Christi at
the Bailiwick in 2001. McNally had received death
threats over the 1998 New York premiere of the
play, which follows a group of gay men re-enact-
ing Christ’s spiritual journey.

“Obviously, no one was walking through metal
detectors,” said Zak comparing the fraught New
York reception of Corpus Christi to the more-re-
laxed one in Chicago.

“After the first couple of lines, the audience
just roared with laughter,” Zak said. “There was a
joke that got everyone’s attention, and [McNally]
just looked around so delighted as if I've never
heard a laugh at this line of text.”

Zak was also grateful to McNally for giving per-
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Terrence McNally.
Photo by Chuck Colbert

mission to do readings of his plays during the
early years of Pride Films and Plays. The company
has gone on to present the Chicago premieres
of McNally’s drama Some Men and the revamped
comedy It's Only a Play.

In 2015, Eclipse Theatre Company dedicated
its entire season to McNally with his plays Lips
Together, Teeth Apart, A Perfect Ganesh and The
Lisbon Traviata. McNally himself caught the latter
production, and director Steve Scott remembers
his complimentary encounters with the cast and
crew.

“[McNally] seemed to be very much at peace
with himself,” Scott said. “He was very calm. I
didn't get a sense of the fiery young man that he
had obviously been. He had matured into some-
one who was very proud of the work that he had
done and was looking forward to more work.”

Since Scott was also slated to direct the Chica-
go-area premiere of Mothers and Sons at North-
light Theatre in Skokie in early 2016, he took
McNally's only bit of advice which was to look for
humor in the play.

“[Mothers and Sons] dealt so elegantly with all
the tragedies the gay community came through
at that point,” Scott said. “It's an incredibly
healing play to work on, and I got that from a
lot of the audience who saw it, many of whom
were parents of gay sons who had similar issues
to what was in the play.”

Scott also offer praise to McNally over the way
he was able to lace wit and ironic humor through
all of his works—even the most tragic ones.

“I feel a huge sense of loss because of what he
did for me personally—not just as a collabora-
tor—but as a gay man and what he did for our
community,” said Scott about the breadth of
McNally’s writing and how he chronicled gay life
and culture. “It's astounding, and we'll come to
treasure that more in the days ahead.”

CAKE postponed
until June 2021

Because of coronavirus-related concerns,
Chicago Alternative Comics Expo (CAKE) and
CAKE-related activities are being postponed
until a proposed date of June 2021.

In a statement, organizers said, "Though
the quality of the predictive information
about the pandemic spread is lower than we
would like, we do not want to pressure our
many out-of-town exhibitors and guests to
make an unsafe decision."

Organizers are also postponing the CAKE
Art Auction fundraiser until later in 2020.

This year's CAKE expo was slated to take
place at Broadway Armory, 5917 N. Broad-
way. In citing its change from the event's
usual spot at Center on Halsted, 3656 N.
Halsted St., CAKE organizers said that the
Armory provided more space but also cited
security the Center once hired, adding that
the security chief had a documented history
with racist violence.

_'Nicole Hollander at CAKE 201
" Photo by Vern Hester ox

CMSA events shut
down through May 9

Because of COVID-19-related concerns,
The Chicago Metropolitan Sports Associa-
tion (CMSA) is expanding its suspending all
game play, team practices and social events
through at least May 9, GoPride.com noted.

"We are following the CDC guidance asking
for no large events of more than 50 people
for 8 weeks," said CMSA president Matt Her-
ek. "CMSA will follow guidance from all ap-
propriate authorities. It's hard not knowing
for sure, but we have a social responsibility
to follow every guideline given to us."

CMSA President Matt Herek told Windy City
Times, "We continue to monitor develop-
ments to determine if a longer suspension
will be necessary. The safety of our commu-
nity is something we take very seriously. In
addition, we have started a hardship fund so
that once we resume play those athletes af-
fected financially by the current crisis will be
able to stay engaged with their sports." See
ChicagoMSA.org or email mherek@chicagom-
sa.org for more information about the fund.

The GoPride item is at http://chicago.
gopride.com/news/article.cfm/arti-
cleid/108937489.

—Andrew Davis
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MOVIES

BY SARAH TOCE

Venezuelan-born actress/writer/director Astrid
Ovalles is the secret ingredient in the upcoming
kinky dramedy Road of Bygones.

The coming-of-age story centers around three
women who embark on a road trip to retrieve
the ashes of a figure from the past. Hoping to
find closure at their destination, the women are
confronted with a series of self-destructive and
hilarious events that threaten to destroy all har-
mony that was left between them.

In the feature-length film, Bobbi and Samantha
are estranged sisters who seek to reconnect after
hearing of the loss of their mother. Ally, a tal-
ented and peculiar character, is Bobbi's romantic
partner. In an effort to find closure upon learning
about their mother's sudden death, the three em-
bark on a road trip that takes their relationship
for a spin. At a time when everyone seems to be
seeking out the “new normal,” Ovalles is flipping
the concept entirely on its head.

Identifying as a leshian and Latina, Ovalles is
the driving force behind Recluse Films, her own
independent film company.

“Everything I do regarding film is for the LG-
BTQ community and for women and minorities,”
Ovalles said. “I feel like it's needed. I feel like
oftentimes our stories are told by men, straight
people, people, basically, who aren't us.”

In the vein of keeping things realistic on-
screen, Ovalles brought a private part of her life

) OA_I;

BYGONES

to the forefront—domination and submission
(DS). She and her wife have been together for six
years.

“We're both leshians,” she said. “We are DS, so
I'm a dominant and she's a submissive. We're not
extreme. We're just ... I guess, in the more mel-
low side of it.”

Being open about their relationship has not al-
ways been easy given the negative feedback from
her critics.
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“What inspired me to make [the main charac-
ters] DS was the fact that I had received a lot
of negativity from the LGBTQ community towards
my wife and I being DS,” she shared. “We got all
kinds of comments saying that we were kinky and
sick and we must have been abused.”

Ovalles hoped to dispel that myth with Road
of Bygones, which she says is a “road trip dark
comedy.”

“I've never been abused,” she said. “I come
from a very loving, understanding, happy family,
and I'm a very loved person, very lucky to be that
way. Same thing with my wife. I think submis-
sives get the worst of it because they're thought
to be damaged. Dominants get a reputation of
being abusive and submissives get a reputation
of being unable to make decisions for themselves.
... I think people generally want to protect wom-
en from abuse and that's fair. But it's gotten to
the point where we're now telling women what to
do and we're not trusting that women can make
decisions for themselves.

“If a woman is a masochist and she knows her
boundaries and her limits and she knows how to
exert her power, then she knows when to say 'no'
and when to use her safe word. Why do we as-
sume that she's sick and that she's ill?”

Road of Bygones is available via Vimeo on De-
mand and will be available shortly via Amazon
Prime. The film also stars Sarah J. Lucey and Ori-
ana Oppice.

ey \VINDY CITY TIMES |
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BY FRANK PIZZOLI

In Emily L. Quint Freeman’s no-holds-barred 262-
page memoir, Failure to Appear: Resistance, Iden-
tity and Loss, she provides a gripping true-life
story of a lesbian of conscience who became a
fugitive, on the run for over nineteen years us-
ing several aliases. Through the lens of nonstop
activism, Freeman describes finding her true self
and her sexual truth during the turbulent late
1960s through the late '80s.

In a big-picture way, Freeman’s story takes
place against a backdrop of the Vietnam War, the
Nixon and Reagan years, the Women's and Gay
Liberation movements, and the AIDS crisis. In a
more personal way, she delves into family rejec-
tion, the price of ideals, lost love, the agony of
an underground existence, and personal renewal.

One May night in 1969, Freeman and 17 others
hauled approximately 40,000 records of draft-
eligible men from the draft board office on the

South Side of Chicago. They burned them as an
act of non-violent civil disobedience against the
Vietnam War and racism. The group waited at the
scene, singing "We Shall Overcome," and were ar-
rested. She takes readers on her journey, living
underground for many long years, before finally
voluntarily surrendering.

Windy City Times: When did the political bug
bite?

Emily L. Quint Freeman: I first got into politics
in high school. By the time I reached the [Uni-
versity of California]-Berkeley campus, the 1964
Free Speech Movement was already underway. I
went full swing into anti-Vietnam War protests
and the civil rights movement. I never looked
back.

WCT: How did your values form?

EF: I always felt like an outsider even as a child.
I think that helped me develop a sense of empa-
thy for other people.

WCT: And other people helped, too?
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EF: My involvement in Chicago with a Puerto
Rican welfare rights organization and the Ameri-
can Friends Service Committee, the social action
arm of the Quakers, as a draft counselor helped to
shape me, too.

WCT: In 1969, you and 17 others hauled
about 40,000 records of draft-eligible men
from the complex of draft board offices on
Chicago’s South Side. Any regrets?

EF: It was an act of conscience and remains so.
My hope is that this act, prior to the emergence
of computers, spared 40,000+ poor and minority
men from fighting and dying in Vietnam.

WCT: This action led to 19 years underground
with the help of a radical group. It's your de-
fining moment.

EF: I separated myself from that group very
quickly, as I do not believe or support violence
for social change, however laudable. I spent my
years underground on my own.

WCT: Tell readers what it was like to be on
the run for all those years.

EF: T described it best to the probation officer
who asked me what regrets I had for fleeing: “I
regret fleeing to an invisible prison. I regret liv-
ing a false, aloof life. I regret lying to those I
care about the most. No matter what happens
next, my life is stamped by these years as a fugi-
tive.” However, I never disavowed the draft ac-
tion or walked back my belief in social justice and
peace.

WCT: Did the fact that you are a lesbian af-
fect your social-justice work in the '60s? Were
you "out?"

EF: The social justice and peace movement of
the '60s was blatantly straight. So-called “free
love” was heterosexual. Activists like me were
generally in the closet. Even James Baldwin fled
to France to be himself.

WCT: And this affected you?

EF: After an incredible but tragic first love in
college, I wasn't active as a lesbian until much
later—in the early 1970s, after Stonewall. I
came to an understanding that my sexual truth

required honesty and acceptance, first from me.

WCT: When did you emerge from hiding?

EF: In 1989, I engaged a very sympathetic ther-
apist who sensed the turmoil going on inside me.
I confessed who I really was to her and realized
that I had been living in an invisible prison and
my life as an alias, lying to those closest to me,
was acceptable no longer.

WCT: What was it like being a lesbian during
the early women's movement?

EF: Amazing! Daring, creative, a new movement
of leshian-feminist separatism expressed in mu-
sic, poetry, theatre, prose, social scene, an ideo-
logical vanguard distinct from the mainstream
National Organization of Women. Still quite rel-
evant today...

WCT: What was it like being a lesbian during
the early gay-liberation movement?

EF: Bars with no windows; fear of being rousted
by the local police or outed; a double life outside
of work; a sexual outlaw with a unique jargon,
nightlife and culture. My eventual emergence
from the shadows was both exhilarating and dan-
gerous.

WCT: What was it like being a lesbian during
the AIDS crisis?

EF: I had a number of close male friends who
died during the AIDS crisis. The book describes
those relationships and what many lesbians like
myself did to support their gay brothers. At first,
it was a disease with no name, a plague with no
name, a cruel joke that happened right at the
time we could be freer with our sexual life. So, we
were sisters, we were friends. Who could forget
that the Reagan government responded so slowly
and inadequately to the AIDS crisis?

WCT: You've said, “In a mad country, it’s sane
to be insane.”

EF: At the height of the carnage in Vietnam,
violence and murder of protestors and civil rights
leaders in America, it was really our government
who was insane. At our trial, we attempted to
make that point by pleading insanity so that our
motives for striking at the death-dealing system
of the draft could be made in court. It still rings
true today: same shit, different century.
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/7 Bradshaw Wish:
Yoga in the age of

Bradshaw Wish is a yoga instructor with quite a following.

However, dealing with the coronavirus pandemic has been difficult for everyone, including
those involved in the health/fitness/wellness field.

When asked how the social-distancing guidelines (which President Trump has extended
through Thursday, April 30) has affected Wish (who has no preferred pronouns) said, “Oh,
wow—in so many ways. I've been starting to put a lot of my content online, which I've wanted
to do for years. And the number of people taking my class through Instagram and YouTube is
kind of staggering—and that’s helped me sustain my living, which is amazing.”

Illustrating how fluid life can be, Wish majored in advertising research at Philadelphia’s
Temple University. However, “I didn't want to stay in Philadelphia and I didn't want to pay to
stay in New York City, so I visited a friend in Chicago,” he said. “I didn't have a job and I only
had $2,000, [but] I moved in with a friend in Edgewater. Me and my ex lived with my friend and
his boyfriend for about six months.
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BY ANDREW DAVIS

“Then we got our own place and I worked in Boystown, at Hal-
sted’s Bar & Grill.” Cut to a year and a half later, and Wish got a job
working at the Apple store in Lincoln Park—but found the experi-
ence frustrating.

However, Wish's ex-partner soon introduced him to yoga—and
Wish no longer found himself rudderless. Wish had never tried yoga,
but told Windy City Times he had a background in collegiate gym-
nastics and cheerleading. About nine months later, he became a
certified instructor.

Wish said the allure of yoga, for him, involved two things: the
physicality of the discipline and the opportunity to perform in front
of groups. “The work at Apple or the serving was not what I wanted
to do, and I saw a lot of opportunity for growth here,” said Wish,
who is self-employed but also teaches vinyasa yoga for Chicago
Athletic Clubs and Bare Feet Power Yoga (the latter which Wish
said launched his business). “I can be myself, and teach health and
wellness.”

And practitioners and teachers are, of course, aware of “trendier”
forms such as hot, nude and even goat yoga. Wish said, “I think
they work. Yoga is very expansive and comes in many different
forms.” Adding that there is no one path, he added, “It's not my job
to say if it'’s good or bad. I just stick with that works for me.”

Regarding misconceptions about yoga, Wish said, “I think there

is a misconception that the only people practicing yoga are white
females between the ages of 18 and 35. There are more people prac-
ticing yoga in the world today than ever, so we have to remember
that there are different demographics, sexualities, races, colors that
are enjoying this practice.

‘When people ask me what I want to see more of in the yoga room,
I say I want it to look like the streets of Chicago. I want the yoga
room to have color, diversity and vibrancy—including older people
and people with different body types.”

Wish also said that there is a notion of “toxic positivity” that's
sometimes attached to yoga. “I want people to know that the mes-
sage should be that we have to ebb and flow, be there for each
other, be happy that we can practice yoga in our homes, and be
kind and compassionate toward each other.

“We need to find a space between the college students who par-
tied on St. Patrick’s Day and the people talking about doomsday.
Yoga is about symmetry and balance, and about connection.”

And going back to the online classes (which have an increasing
number of devotees), Wish said that he’s dealing with an unex-
pected side effect: “I actually got nervous with a recent class. There
were 140 people taking it!”

See BradshawWish.com as well as @bradshawwishyoga (on Insta-
gram) and Facebook.
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Bradshaw Wish.
Photos by
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Photography

Quick facts about
Bradshaw
Wish:

—Current neighborhood:
Buena Park

—Relationship: In a partnership
—Favorite snack: Plantain chips

—Source of first name: Maternal
grandmother’s maiden name

—Show that you're binge-
watching: Hunters

—Personal mantra: “Your vessel is
beautiful.”
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Chicago DJ taps
online music
energy

BY MATT SIMONETTE

As the coronavirus pandemic unfolds, numerous
creative professionals have kept their audiences en-
gaged, and kept themselves working, by taking their
work online.

Marc Moder—a local DJ who works under the name
Moose the DJ and is an occasional Windy City Times
contributor—is one such professional in Chicago.
His DJ bookings for the near future all fell through,
and he faced difficulties with his day job in sales as
well when the outbreak occurred.

"I had to feel like I was putting my creativity out

there," said Moder, who lives on the North Side.

He formulated an online dance party, which he
launched via Facebook Live March 20.

Moder said his set-up was fairly ad hoc—he was
broadcasting the dance party via his iPhone—and
that he posted his Venmo and other online informa-
tion for tips. When he first came online, there were
already about 15 or 20 people waiting. Moder had
hoped he might reach a few hundred views over the
course of the night.

Five thousand viewers joined the party that first
evening, to Moder's delight. The response was such
that he scheduled another dance party for the fol-
lowing Friday.

But Moder also endured a technical snafu: Face-
book mysteriously banned his professional page
from streaming anything for a month. No explana-
tion or means of appeal was offered, but he thinks
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Photos from Moder's
Facebook page
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“Spend more time on your knees than on the
internet.”—Mike Pence shares his advice at a
Christian school. I'm not sure what one has to
do with the other—except for gay sex. In which
case, he's preaching to the choir.

Now let’s get back to me. I'm alive, but con-
fined to my bed—and in a sling (which is not
nearly as much fun as you'd think). But even
in my compromised state, I am still entertain-
ing the masses ... albeit rockin” one arm. While
most print publications are taking a break, new
columns will appear every week on BillyMasters.
com. I'll even be posting more on Facebook.com/
Filth2Go. We're planning some live events with
friends, tentatively beginning on Tuesday at 3
p.m. ET. I was inspired by pals Seth Rudetsky
and James Wesley, who are doing great things
online every day for the Actors Fund. They're at 2
p.m., I'm at 3 p.m.—no conflict there. And what
a great lead-in.

The coronavirus has a face (or two)—Tom
Hanks and Rita Wilson. On one hand, Rita Wil-
son FINALLY has a credit to her name. Still, it
must irk her to no end that many reports simply
say “Tom Hanks and his wife.” Rita has striven
to not simply be “wife.” She’s acted, sung and
even produced. Yet whatever she does, her most
notable credit is “wife.” The couple’s position
as the face(s) of COVID-19 was short-lived once
Idris Elba came forward. And then, Daniel Dae
Kim. If all of these people perish, they'd likely be
remembered during the Oscars’” “In Memoriam” as
“Actor” ... except for Wilson. If she even makes
the cut, I suspect she'll simply be referred to as
“Wife.”

N.Y. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has been getting
praise for his leadership during the COVID-19
outbreak, Billy says.

Official head shot of Cuomo

I'm convinced Donald Trump purposely gives his
daily briefings right in the middle of The View.
That's no accident! Thank God for West Coast
feeds (and ABC.com). While many TV shows have
gone on hiatus, The View continues to be live—
sans audience. Also sans Joy Behar. The elder
stateswoman of The View, being of a certain age,
is taking time off and sequestering herself in her
Hamptons abode. Whoopi is moderating from
home. The bright side is the welcomed return of
Sara Haines. Since she’s already at ABC for her
own show an hour later, she’s the perfect fill-in.
In fact, everything about her is perfect. She is
perhaps the most ideal “View” co-host since Mer-

, @windycitytimes f /windycitymediagroup

@Windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

edith Vieira—a bright ray of articulate sunshine
and smarts to start my day. It doesn’t hurt that
she has a hot gay brother. Yes, Joe, I'm talking to
you. Since we're both just sitting home, drop me
an email, message me on Facebook and let’s see
where this goes. According to The Sun, it could
boost both of our immune systems!

I love that New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
is having prisoners make hand sanitizer. “NYS
Clean” is said to have a “floral bouquet” and
costs only $6/gallon to make. They are currently
making 100K gallons a week, and are scaling up
production. Next stop for Cuomo—Shark Tank!
We heard he enlisted the aid of designer Chris-
tian Siriano to make surgical masks for medical
workers. Sure, they're more expensive, but they
go with everything. Drag queens are also mak-
ing some. This is smart outside-the-box think-
ing. Many are looking to Cuomo for guidance and
comfort. Some are even suggesting he could jump
into the presidential race. At least he’s under 70!

Not all local government officials are created
equally. Take Andrew Gillum. Just before the
pandemic hit the United States, Gillum (a Demo-
crat who almost became Florida’s first Black gov-
ernor) was caught in a South Beach hotel room
with another guy. Making matters worse, the
other guy was allegedly ODing on crystal meth.
At some point, a third man arrived, found Gillum
vomiting in the bathroom, and his companion
unresponsive in bed. He called 911 and began
chest compressions (presumably on the unre-
sponsive guy). When the cops and paramedics
arrived, they found a room riddled with baggies
of drugs, empty bottles of (ironically enough) Co-
rona beer, various prescription meds and soiled
linens. I know ... icky! They also found an in-
jectable medication for erectile dysfunction—
‘cause, you know, when you're drunk and high,
sometimes you simply cannot perform. When the
officers tried to question Gillum, he was unable
to provide coherent details—for obvious reasons.
And yet, inexplicably, they didn't take him into
custody. He checked out of the hotel and re-
turned to his home.

What makes this all worse is that 1) Gillum is
married to a woman and has three kids and b) the
companion who was ODing was male escort Tra-
vis Dyson. Actually, his “working” name is Brodie

Scott—which doesn’t sound nearly as porny as
Travis Dyson. Anyway, he’s mighty hot and mighty
hung—and you can see for yourself in the many
photos and videos posted on BillyMasters.com.
I'm not completely sure, but I think the third guy
who stumbled into the hotel room and called 911
was Travis’ fiancé. Hmmm .... more to come, I'm
sure.

When we're all in bed together, it's time for
me to end yet another column. Before closing, I
must acknowledge the passing of Kathy Griffin's
mom, Maggie. In person, she was everything
you'd want...and more. She was a helluva gal,
and we're tipping it in her memory. If you don't
have a box of wine handy, you can simply head
on over toBillyMasters.com—the site that'll keep
you amused (and healthy) through this crisis. If
you to have a question, send a note to Billy@Bil-
lyMasters.com, and I promise to get back to you
before we get to the bottom of Andrew Gillum.
So, until next time, remember: One man’s filth is
another man’s bible.

LETS TAL
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SAVOR
Mason House
BY ANDREW DAVIS

[Note: With the COVID-19 outbreak, Illinois
restaurants and bars have been ordered closed
through at least Tuesday, April 7. However, this
restaurant has its menu items for take-out or
delivery through that date.]

Mason House (613 N. Wells St.;
MasonHouseRestaurant.com/Chicago) is what I
call a “deceptive” place. Its almost plain exterior

Lamb meatballs at Mason House.
Galdones Photography

(even though it’s on the first floor of the FOUND
Hotel) masks a cool interior—and some tempting
dishes.

This spot was known simply as Mason about
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two years ago, but recently underwent an
extensive change, now offering what the manager
called “polished casual” contemporary American
cuisine.

And polished, it is. Start with the tangy lamb
meatballs—so tender they practically fall apart
with the mere touch of a fork. Take in the nacho
tots as well; they're cooked well, and come with
pulled pork, cheese sauce and jalapenos. (Other
appetizer choices include tuna tartare, pulled-
pork sliders, and sausage-and-rapini flatbread.)
The salads were also good, especially the warm
spinach version (which I got with salmon).

Entrees impressed me, for the most part. I was
most taken with the mushroom campanile—a
delightful pasta dish that comes with black-
truffle cream sauce. The shortrib ravioli was
flavorful—perhaps a little too much so.

Also, I urge you to try the drinks at this
establishment. I really enjoyed my Mixed Fruit
Bramble—which is a lot more sinful than it
sounds. The pasta was cooked well and I liked
the addition of horseradish cream, but there
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was just a tad too much red-wine jus; a little of
that can go a long way, and too much of it can
lend to a bitter aftertaste. Other options include
Faroe Island salmon and beef Wellington (which
is purported to be the spot’s signature item—
and which takes almost a half-hour to prepare, so
take note).

And please don’t skip dessert. The Nutella
creme brulee is simply sublime, as was the white-
chocolate cheesecake. (At the time we dined in
the restaurant, there were also caramel espresso
chocolate cake and cherry crumble.)

By the way, once the restaurant ban is lifted,
you might want to also patronize Blind Dragon—
an Asian-themed karaoke bar that’s next door—
for a different type of fun. But if you want to just
stick with Mason House, that’s a fine way to go as
well.

Mason House items are available on GrubHub
and Seamless.

Note: Profiles/events are based on
invitations arranged from restaurants and/or
firms.

Fundraisers online for
workers sidelined by
Chicago bar closings

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor JB Pritzker
has ordered the closing of all bars and restaurants for dine-in
business through April 7, 2020. This is a necessary action to stem
to transmission of the virus, but it has sidelined servers, bartenders,
DJs, drag queens, and many others who earn their livings in
Chicago's LGBTQ nightlife scene.

Many online fundraising attempts have been arranged to help
support the bars' staffs. Below is a list of links to online fundraisers
for many of the local bars and parties. Windy City Times encourages
you to show your support in this time of hardship. Check this list
on our website, as new fundraisers may be added.

Help Support The Glenwood Bartenders Fundraiser
www.facebook.com/donate/515529829393212/

Virtual Tip Jar for Scarlet Bar
www.gofundme.com/f/virtual-tip-jar-for-scarlet-bar

Bobby Loves Staff Virtual Tip Jar
www.gofundme.com/f/bobby-loves-staff-relief-fund

Hydrate Nightclub and Elixir Lounge Tip Jar
www.gofundme.com/f/hydrate-nightclub-and-elixir-lounge-tip-jar

Relief Fund for Berlin Employees
www.gofundme.com/f/virtual-tip-jar-for-berlin-employees

2Bears Tavern Group (Jackhammer/The Sofo Tap/Meeting
House Tavern) Staff Assistance Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/2bears-tavern-group-staff-assitance-fund

The North End Team (Family)
www.gofundme.com/f/the-north-end-team-family

ProgressBar Staff Relief Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/progressbar-staff-relief-fund

Support the team that serves you at Touche
www.gofundme.com/f/support-the-team-that-serves-you-at-touche

Lucky Horseshoe Lounge Staff Relief Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/fdp5r8-lucky-horseshoe-lounge-staff-relief-
fund

The Call Bar-Home Bar of Andersonville
www.gofundme.com/f/the-call-bar

D.S. Tequila Staff Relief Fund
dstequila.com/donate/

Drew's on Halsted Employees
www.gofundme.com/f/drews-on-halsted

The Closet's Virtual Tip Jar
www.gofundme.com/f/the-closets-virtual-tip-jar

Assistance for Cell Block Chicago
www.gofundme.com/f/assistance-for-cell-block-chicago

Hamburger Mary's Staff Support Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/hamburger-mary039s-staff-support-fund

The Baton Show Lounge Staff Tip Jar
www.gofundme.com/f/the-baton-show-lounge

Support the Replay & Elixir Andersonville Staff
www.gofundme.com/f/support-the-replay-andersonville

Fantasy Night Club Employee Relief Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/1xrme2unyo

Shaker's on Clark Staff Virtual Tip Jar
www.gofundme.com/f/shakers-on-clark-staff-fund

Second Story Bar relief fund
www.gofundme.com/f/second-story-bar-relief-fund

Kit Kat Lounge Staff Relief Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/kit-kat-lounge-staff-relief-fund

Queen Quarantine Fund
www.gofundme.com/f/queen039s-quarantine-fund

Staff at Rogers Park Social
www.gofundme.com/f/8rf8kt-serving-the-servers

In addition, Roscoe's is selling eGift cards with all proceeds
going to the staff. You can apply the promotion code STAFF at this
link to purchase a card. These cards have no expiration date and
can be used for drinks, coat check, ticketed events and meet-and-
greets.

squareup.com/gift/WRFOYSWRYA9JZ/order
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Marc "Moose the DJ" Moder.
Photo by Matt Simonette

MOOSE from page 19

he may not have sufficiently remixed one of the
songs for that first broadcast. He organized the
second dance party March 27 using the Twitch
platform.

He's not sure how frequently he'll do the broad-
casts in the weeks ahead, but Moder plans an-
other broadcast April 4 to coincide with the DILF
party he was scheduled to DJ at The Sofo Tap
before the outbreak hit.

"You don't want to overexpose it and have
people get sick of it," Moder said, adding that
he knows he won't make much money from doing
this. But he loves seeing people join him and
engage with the songs he is spinning.

"It makes you feel like things are possible
again," he added.

Follow Moder on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/moosethedjPRO/ .

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE HERE

ADVERTISE HERE Want to advertise your product,
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your
ad runs in our online section for free. To place
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101,
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our
website  http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

CLEANING SERVICES

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING AND CLEANING SERVICES:
especially for people who need an organizing service
because of depression, elderly, physical or mental
challenges or other causes for your home’s clutter,
disorganization, dysfunction, etc. We can organize for
the downsizing of your current possessions to more
easily move into a smaller home. With your help, we
can help to organize your move. We can organize
and clean for the deceased in lieu of having the be-
reaved needing to do the preparation to sell or rent
the deceased’s home. We are absolutely not judgmen-
tal; we've seen and done “worse” than your job as-
signment. With your help, can we please help you?
Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. www.
ChestnutCleaning.com (11/11/20-26)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ARE YOU GOING THROUGH A DIFFICULT TIME?
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is
your relationship struggling? I can help you better
understand these situations and create solutions for
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive.
Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., LCPC. Northside location.
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com /
www.BlandTherapy.com (5/13/20-52)

April 1,2020

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
DECK MAINTENANCE AND STAINING. We Make Holes in
Drywall Go Away. We also do Remodeling, Bathrooms,
Carpentry, Tile Backsplashes, Painting. “A+” with
BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One-year Warranty
Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 847-328-3100 www.
andyoncallchicago.com (7/26/20-26)

WALLPAPER AND PAINTING BY DAVID. Northside
locations. 773-969-0766 (3/4/20-4)

INSURANCE

Same

same treatment 25 even

Equality is my policy.

I'll treat you and your partner with
respect and without judgment. | can help
you save on car, homeowners, renters,
life insurance, even retirement products,
Call me today to get all the discounts
you deserve.

CHAR SCHOENBACH
773-525-3030
3322 N HALSTED ST.
CHICAGO, IL 60657
hoenbach@allstate. @
cschoenbach@allstate.com (@)

Alistate

toterms, availabilit. Gasualty Insurance Go. Northbrook, 2
IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Co. &

2551
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Chicago History Museum i
President Gary Johnson.
WCT photo

Chicago History Museum
searching for new president

The Chicago History Museum announced that its president, Gary
T. Johnson, is planning to retire.

Johnson has led Chicago’s oldest cultural institution, which was
founded in 1856, since 2005. A national search is being com-
menced for his successor.

“Gary wants to retire in a manner that provides a seamless tran-
sition for the Chicago History Museum, and he has agreed to stay

until his successor is on board,” said Walter Carlson, chair of the
museum’s Board of Trustees, in a statement. “The next president
will be a person who can build on Gary’s commitment to the com-
munity and to the idea that a museum must continually reinvent
itself."

Johnson took the lead at the museum after a 28-year legal ca-
reer. At the time, he was a partner in the global firm Jones Day,
and previously at Mayer Brown. At the museum, he succeeded Lon-
nie Bunch, who moved to the Smithsonian Institution to develop
and lead the then-unopened Museum of African-American History
and Culture, which opened in 2016.

Tony Awards to be postponed;

no new date set

The 74th Annual Tony Awards—scheduled to air live on CBS on
Sunday, June 7 from New York's Radio City Music Hall—has been
postponed because of the COVID-19 outbreak.

The ceremony will be rescheduled at a later date that has not
been specified.

Presenters the Broadway League, the American Theater Wing and
CBS will coordinate for the new date once the ongoing shutdown
has been lifted, Deadline noted. CBS has aired the ceremony for
42 consecutive years.

The decision was expected since Broadway shut down for a
month on March 12 due to the coronavirus pandemic.

New Order, Pet Shop
Boys in Chicago in Sept.

New Order and Pet Shop Boys confirmed a co-headlining tour of
North America.

The two British electronic bands announced that The Unity Tour
will kick off Saturday, Sept. 5, in Toronto and will stop in select
venues—including Chicago's Huntington Bank Pavilion, at North-
erly Island, on Friday, Sept. 18.

Both bands will play a full set, with the headliner alternating
each night.

Rising from the ashes of Joy Division, New Order combined their
original post-punk sound with influences from New York's club
scene in the '80s. In 2015, the band released th album Music
Complete, reaching number two on the UK album chart.

Pet Shop Boys recently released their 14th studio LP, Hotspot,
via x2 Records/Kobalt. Pet Shop Boys—Neil Tennant and Chris
Lowe—are the most successful pop music duo in UK history and
have sold more than 50 million records worldwide since they
emerged in the United Kingdom in 1985 with their worldwide
number one single, “West End Girls."

Tickets are on sale at Ticketmaster.com.



[NOTE: Events may not occur because of
compliance with guidelines connected
with the COVID-19 outbreak. Please
contact the venue if interested in a
particular event to see if an event is
still scheduled.]

Wed., April 1

Desperate Measures Virtual House Con-
certs Abigail Riccards & Jeannie Tanner,
hosted by Jeannie Tanner every Wednes-
day through April 15. CST. Find Desper-
ate Measures Virtual House Concerts on
Facebook 7:00pm Facebook Live Event
Tickets:  https://venmo.com/Jeannie-
Tanner

Saturday, April 4

The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame bowl-
ing fundraiser POSTPONED This event
has been postponed. Annual fundraising
event-the Dick Uyvari Memorial Celeb-
rity Bowl. Bowlers have been gather-
ing pledges and all monies raised will
be used to help support the work of the
Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame. Uyvari was
a Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame member,

!:“.D COMMUNITY
CM?L CALENDAR

I DREAM OF JEANNIE
Wed., April 1

Jeannie Tanner (above)
is hosting the Desperate
Measures virtual house
conccert.
Photo courtesy of Tanner
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community activist, philanthropist. Reg-
istration 10 a.m. See "The Chicago LGBT
Hall of Fame" on Facebook. 10:00am
Waveland Bowl 3700 N Western Chicago
http://ChicagoLGBTHallOfFame.org

Friday, April 10

Poisoned: A Snow White Rock Musical
POSTPONED Theatrical production by T.
James Callahan, all original music, based
on the classic story of "Snow White."
Postponed. 7:30pm Stage 773 1225 W
Belmont Chicago http://stage773.com

Saturday, April 25

Big Package Auction POSTPONED Chicago
Gay Men's Chorus. More information to
come 7:00pm Center on Halsted 3656
N Halsted Chicago http://cgmc.org

Sunday, May 3

Gay Day at the Zoo Gay Day at the Zoo
takes place on International Family
Equality Day. No planned program, just
hangout at the zoo with friends and fam-
ily, be visible, find community, and have
fun. Find Gay Day at the Zoo on Face-
book 12:00pm - 5:00pm Lincoln Park
Zoo http://www.lpzoo.org

Tuesday, May 5

OUTspoken monthly storytelling event
Celebrating uniquely personal stories
from across the LGBTQ community. OUT-

spoken is held on the first Tuesday of
each month at Sidetrack. Doors to Main-
Bar open at 6 p.m. 7:00pm Sidetrack
3349 N Halsted St Chicago http://side-
trackchicago.com

Friday, May 8

Queer Prom: Roman Holiday Center on
Halsted is proud to partner with Ameri-
can Airlines for the 2020 Queer Prom.
The annual Queer Prom is an opportunity
for LGBTQIA youth between the ages
of 13 and 24 to celebrate all parts of
their identities without feeling silenced
or alone. 5:00pm - 8:00pm Center on
Halsted 3656 N Halsted Chicago http://
www.centeronhalsted.org/newevents-
details.cfm?ID=17173

Saturday, May 9

LGBTQ Family Playdates Calling all LG-
BTQ families! Bring your children (1 - 8
years of age) for a fun, engaging Satur-
day morning play date. Meet, network,
socialize, and enjoy time together in a
safe, fun environment. Second Saturdays
of the month. Questions to jholliman@
centeronhalsted.org 9:30am Center on
Halsted 3656 N Halsted Chicago http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Sunday, May 17

LGBTQ Country Dance Fun evening of line
dancing and two stepping to some great
country music. Meet members of the
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Second City Outlaws and The Illinois Gay
Rodeo Association. Every third Sunday of
the month. Free 4:00pm - 8:00pm The
Call (Chicago) 1547 W Bryn Mawr Chica-
go https://www.meetup.com/Chicago-
LGBTQ-Country-Dancing/events/

Saturday, May 30

Wonka Ball, About Face Theatre's annual
benefit gala Glamorous party kicking off
Pride Month 2020 with a celebration of
About Face Theatre's milestone 25th an-
niversary, honoring achievements and
leadership of local organizations and
individuals who have made outstanding
contributions to Chicago's LGBTQ+ com-
munity. Food, cocktails, silent auctions,
raffles, dance floor 7:00pm  Venue
West, 221 N. Paulina St (773) 784-8565
Tickets: http://aboutfacetheatre.com

Friday, June 5

Beaux Arts Ball Benefiting the South Side
Art everykid program. Black tie optional.
$175 6:00pm  Center for Visual and
Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Rd., Mus-
ter, IN 219-836-1839 Tickets: http://
southshoreartsonline.org
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Ray J. Koenig Il and Clark Hill PLC

PROBATE

TRUSTS
GUARDIANSHIP
ESTATE PLANNING
ELDER LAW

312.985.5938 | rkoenig@clarkhill.com

Clark Hill is a multidisciplinary, national law firm that
draws on our attorneys' industry and policy knowledge,
our deeply held shared values, and a global network of
premier firms and advisors to provide innovative legal
solutions and client-service excellence worldwide.

« State & Federal Courts
« Felonies & Misdemeanors
« Internet & White-Collar Crime

arg
« Sex Offenses
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IL.YSTER FIrRM
ATTORNEYS
CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORMEYS

Rarving tha LOBET Cammunity fer Ovar 30 Yaars

TouGH, EXPERIENCED AND DEDICATED

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL
LysterFirm@aol.com
24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

» Weapon & Gun Charges

o All Serious Traffic Offenses
o Drunk Driving

o Orders of Protection

» Expungements

Speak to an experienced

Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C.

When experience counts...
In service to the community
for over 35 years.

* Business Organization

e Wills, Trusts & Probate
* Real Estate Closings

* Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800 RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

CONNEX

Alan Sanchez
CPA, P.C.

Accounting Services
Tax Consultation/Preparation

3418 N. Sheffield Ave.
Chicago, IL 60657-8589

773-871-1256
www.alansanchezcpa.com

dlarkhill.com attorney within minutes who
ClﬁRK HILL farkhill will fight for you
The Law Office of Ehrlich Dental

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

* Licensed Sedation Dentistry

¢ Check Out Our Reviews Online

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD

3118 N. Sheffield Ave.
Chicago, IL
(773) 935-0300

www.EhrlichDental

Mulryan
& York

Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613
(773) 248-8887
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CUSTOM FRAMING
1478 W. Berwyn, Andersonville

Hector Cerda
773-782-6300
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WE WORK FOR YOU.
PLEASE STAY HOME FOR US.

Howard Brown Health will continue to care for our vibrant and
resilient community. We strongly encourage everyone to limit
non-essential travel outside of your home and to practice
physical distancing.

For more information on what COVID-19 is and what you can
do to protect yourself and your loved ones, please read our
regularly updated FAQ at howardbrown.org/covid19

Call our COVID-19 information line for screening, information,
and resources at 773.388.1600

P Howard Brown
Health

773.388.1600
howardbrown.org .
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